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PREFACE. 

A T a period when war was fpread- 
ing defolation over the faireft 
parts of Europe, when anarchy feem- 
ed to be extending its frightful pro- 
grefs from nation to nation, and when 
the florms that were gathering over 
Iiis native country * in particular, 
rendered it impoffible to fay how 
ibon any one of its inhabitants might 
be forced to feek for refuge in a fo- 
reign land ; the Author of the follow- 
ing pages wa« induced to crofs the 
Atlantic, for the purpofe of exa- 
mining with his own eye> into the 

* iKlud. 
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iv PREFACE. 

truth of the various accounts which 
. had been given of the flourifhing and 
happy condition of the United States 
of America, and of afcertaining whe- 
ther, in cafe of future emergency, any 
part of thofe territories might be 
looked forward to, as an eligible and 
agreeable place of ab'>de. Arrived in 
America, he travelled pretty generally 
through the ftates of Pcnnfylvania, 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, New 
Jorfty, and New York ; he afterwards 
pa.Te.l into the Canadas, deflrous of 
obtaining equal information as to the 
ftate of thofe provinces, and of de- 
termining from This own immediate 
obfervations, how far the prefent con- 
dition of the inhabitants of the Britifli 
dominions in America might be in-, 
fcrior, or otherwife, to that of the 
people of the States, who had now 
indeed 
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PREFACE. V 

indeed thrown ofF the yoke, but were 
formerly common members of thfe 
fame extenfive empire. 

When abroad, he had not the moft 
diftant intention of publifhing his 
travels ; but finding on his return 
home, that much of the matter con- 
tained in the following letters was 
quite new to his friends, and being 
induced to think that it might prove 
equally new, and not wholly unac- 
ceptable to the Public, he came to 
the refolution of committing them to 
print: accordingly theprefentvolume* 
is now offered to the world, in an 
humble hope, that if not entertaining 
to all readers, it will at leaft be (o to 
fome, as well as ufcful to future tra- 
vellers. 

* The lirAcdilioD was printed in one quarto volume, 
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vi PREFACE. 

Ir it fiiall appear to any one, that 
he has ipoken with too much afpcrity 
of American men and American man- 
ners, the Author begs that fuch lan- 
gu^ may not be afcribed to hafty 
prejudice, and a blind partiality for 
every thing that is European. He 
croiTed the Atlantic flrongly prepof- 
iefled in favour of the people and the 
country, which he was about to vifit ; 
and if he returned with fentiments of 
a different tendency, they refulted 
£}lely from a cool and difpaffionate 
obfervation of what chance prefented 
to his view when abroad. 

An enthufiaftic admirer of the 
beauties of nature, the fcenery of the 
countries through which he paiTed did 
not fail to attra£t a great part of hi& 
attention; and interfpeifed through 
the 
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the Ijook will be fouhd views of what 
he thought would be moft interefting 
to his readers i they are what he him- 
felf (ketched upon the fpot, that of 
Mount Vernon, the Seat of General 
Wafliingtoni irtdeed, extepted, for 
which he is indebted to aii ingenious 
friend that he met in America, and 
the View of Bethlehem. He has 
many mors Views in his poffeffiori J 
but he thought it better to furniih 
his PUblifher with a few only, in 
hopes that the erfgralring front them 
Would be well executed, rather than 
with a great iHaily, which, had they 
been given, muft either have been iii 
i ftyle urtworthy of the public eye, 
dr elfe have fwelled the price of the 
Volume beyoild the reach of many 
(hat may now read it. Of the re-« 
femblance which thefe views bear t» 
A 4 their 
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their refpeflive archetypes, diofe 
alone can be judges who have been 
fpedtators of the original {cenes. With 
regard to the Catarad of Niagara, 
however, it muft be obferved, that in 
views on fo fmall a fcale no one muft 
cxpeft to find a lively reprefentatipn 
of its wonderful and terrific vaftnefs, 
even were they executed by artifts of 
far fuperior merit ; the inferting of 
the three in the prefent work is done 
merely in the hope that they may 
help, together with the ground plan 
of the precipice, if it may be fo call- 
ed, to give a general idea of the po- ' 
fition and appearance of that ftu pen- 
dous Cataraft. Thofe who are defi- 
rous of becoming more intimately ac- 
quainted with it, will foon be grati- 
fied, at leaft fo he has been given to 
underftand by the artift in whofe 
hands 
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hands they at prefent arc, with a &t of 
views from the mailctljr pencil of 
Captain Fi&er, of the -Royal feitidi 
Artillery, which are aHowed by all 
thofe who have vilited the Falls of 
Niagara, to convey a more perfeft 
idea of that wonderful natural curio- 
fity, than any paintings or engravings 
that are extant. 

Finally, before the Reader pro- 
ceeds to the perufal of the enfuing 
pages, the Author will juft beg leave 
to apprize him, that they are the pro- 
du(Stion of a very youthful pen, un- 
accuftomed to vyrite a great deal, far 
lefs to write for the prefs. It is now 
for the firft time that onc-of ' its pro- 
duftions is ventured to be laid before 
the public eye. As a firft attempt, 
therefore, it is humbly hoped that the 
prefent 
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pre(e(it Work may meet with a. gefle* 
rous indulgence, and not be too ieme- 
}y criticifed on account of" its nume< 
tout imperfefiioni. 
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NORTH" AMERICA. 



LETTER I. 

Arrival on the toaji of Amertca.~~'Tree$ the 
jirfi ObjeB vjfihle.—Defcriptm of the Bay 
and River of Delaware. — Pajfengers hound 
for Philadelphia not fuffered to land till ex- 
amned by the Health Officers. — Arrival at 
Philadelphia. — Poor Appearance of the City 
from the Water, — Plan of the City.—- 
Wharfs. — Public and private Buildings. — ■ 
Some Account if the Hofpital, and of the GaoL 

MY DEAR SIR, Philadelphia. November, 179J. . 

OU R paffage acrofs the Atlantic was dif- 
agrceable in the extreme. The wea- 
ther for the mofl part was bad, and calms 
and heavy advcrle gales fo frequently retarded 
our progrcfs to the weftward, that it was 
not until the fifty-ninth day from that on 
which we left Ireland, that we difcovered the 
American coaft. '■ I Oiall not attempt to de- 
fcribelthe Joy-vrluchthe iight of land, a fight 
Vqu I. B that 
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2 TRAVELS THROUGH NORTH AMERICA: 
that at ojice relieved the eye from the unin- 
tercfting and wearifome view of Iky and water, 
and that afforded to each individual a fpeedy 
profpefi of delivery from the narrow confines 
of a fmall trading vcffel, diffufed amongft the 
pafiengers. You, who have yourfelf mads 
a long voyage, can beft imagine what it muft 
have been. 

The firft objefts which meet the eye on 
approaching the American coaft, fouth of 

. N'ewYork, ^rc the tops of trees, with which 
the fhore is thickly covered to the very edge 
of the water. Thefc, at a diftance, have the 
appearance of fmall iflands; but as you draw 
nearer they are feen to unite ; and the tall 
foreft rifing gradually out of the ocean, at laft 
prefents itfelf in all its majefty to your view. 
The land which we made was fituatcd very 
near to the bay of Delaware, and before noon 
we pafTed between the capes Henlopen and 
May, which guard the entrance of the bay. 
The capes are only eighteen miles apart, but 
within them the bay expands to the breadth 
of thirty miles. It afterwards becomes gra- 
dually narrower, until it is loft in the river 
of the fame name, at Bombay Hook, fcvcn 
leagues diftant from the Atlantic. The river 

. Delaware, at this place, is about fix miles 
wide\ at Keedr IQand, twenty miles higher 
:up, it is three miks wide; and at Philadelphia, 

:. ,. one 



SHORES OF THE DELAWARE. 5 

one hundred and twenty miles from the fea, 
one mile wide. 

The ftiores of the bay and of the river De- 
laware, for a very confiderable diftance up- 
wards, are lowj and they are covered, hke 
the coaft, with one vaft foreft, excepting 
merely in a few places, where exrenfive mar- 
flies intervene. Nothing, however, coqld be 
more plcafing than the views with which we 
were entertained as we failed up to Philadel- 
phia. The trees had not yet quite loft their 
foliage,and the rich red and yellow tints which 
autumn had fuffufed over the leaves of the 
oaks and poplars appeared beautifully blended 
with the fombre green of the lofty pinesj 
whilft thfe river, winding flowly and fmoothly 
along under the banks, refieilcd in its glafly 
furface the varied colours of the objcds on 
ftiore, as well as the images of multitudes 
of veflels of various fizes, which, as far as 
the eye could reach, were feen gliding filently 
along with the tide. As you approach to- 
wards Philadelphia, the banks of the river be- 
come more elevated ; and on the left hand 
fide, where they are much cleared, they are 
interfperfed with numberlefs neat farm-houfes, 
with villages and towns; and are in fome 
parts cultivated down to the very edge of the 
water. The New Jerfey {here, on the right 
B zf hand 
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4 TRAVELS THROUGH NORTH AMERICA : 
hand fide, remains thickly wooded, even as far 
asthe city. 

Vefiels very commonly afcend to Philadel- 

'phia, when the wind is favourable, in twenty- 
four hoursj but unfortunately, as our /hip en- 
tered the river, the wind died away, and ihe 
had to depend folely upon the tide, which 
flovrs at the rate of about three miles only in 
the hour. Finding that the paflage up to the 
city was likely therefore to become "tedious, 
I would fain have gone on fhorc far below it; 
but this the captain would not permit me to 
do. By the laws of Pennfylvania, enabled in 
confequence of the dreadful pt- ftilence which 
raged in the capital in the year 1793, the 
mafterofany veflel bound for that port is made 
fubjed: to a very heavy fine, if he fufFers any 
perfon from 0:1 hoard her, whether mariner oc 
palienger, to go on-fliore in any part of the 
ftate, before his vtflel is examined by the 
health oificer: and any perfon that goes on 
ihore, contrary to the will of the mafterof the 

■ veffel, is liable to be imprifoned for a confi- 
derabie length of time. In cafe the exiftence 
of this law fhould not be known on board a 
veflel bound for a port in Pennfylvania, it is 
the bufinefs of the pilot to furnifti the mafter 
and the paiTengers on board with copies of it, 
with which he always comes provided. The 
health 
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health officer, who is a regular bred phyfician, 
refides at Mifflin Fort, four miles below the 
city, where there is a fmall garrifon kept. A 
boat is always fent on fhore for him Irom the 
fhip. After having been loiTed about on the 
ocean for nine weeks nearly, nothing could be 
more tantalizing than to be kept thus clofc to ' 
the (bore without being permitted to land. 

Philadelphia, as you approach by the river, 
is not feen farther off than three niiks, a point 
of land covered with trees concealing it from' 
the view. On weathering this point it fud- 
denly opens upon you, and at that diilance 
it looks extremely welij but pn a nearer ap- 
proach, the city makes a poor appearance, aa 
nothing is vifiblefrom the water but confuted 
heaps of wooden ftorehoufcs, crowded upon 
each other, the chief of which are built upon 
platforms of artificial ground, and wharfs 
which prcjcdt a confiderable way into the river. . 
The wharfs are of a reftangular form, and 
built of wood; they jut out in every direction, 
and are well adapted for the accommodation 
of fliipping, the largeft merchant veJTcls being 
able to lie clofe alongfide them. Behind thefe 
wharfs, and parallel to the river, runs Water- 
ftrect. This is the firft ftreet which you ufu- 
ally enter after landing, and it does not ferve 
to give a ftranger a very favourable opinion 
either of the neatnefs or conimodioufnefs ot' 
B3 the 
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the public ways of Philadelphia. It is no 
more than thirty feet wide; and immediately 
behind the houfes, which ftandon the fide^ar- 
theft from the water, a high bank, fuppofed 
to be the old bank of the river, rifes, which 
fenders the air very confined. Added to this, 
fuch ftenches at times prevail in it, owing in 
part to the .(Quantity of filth and dirt that is 
fuffercd to remain on the pavement, and in 
part to what is'depofited in wafte houfes, of 
which there are feveral in the ftreet, that it is 
really dreadful to pafs through it. It was here 
that the malignant yellow fever broke out in 
iTie year 1793, which made fuch terrible ra- 
vages; and in the fumm'cr fcafon, in general, 
the ftreet is found extremely unhealthy. That 
the inhabitants, after fuffering fo much from 
the ficknefs that originated in it, fliculd re- 
main thus inattentive to the cleanlinefs of Wa- 
ter-ftreet is truly furprifing; more efpecially 
fo, when it is confidcred, that the ftreets in 
the other parts of the town are as much diftin- 
guifliedfor the neatnefs that, prevails through- 
out them, as this one is for its dirty con- 
dition. 

On the level plot of ground on the top of 
the bank which rifes behind Water-ftreet, the 
city of Philadelphia was originally laid out, 
and it was intended by the founder that no 
houfes fliould have been erei5led at tlie bottom 

of 
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ofit; however, as there was no pofitive law 
to this cfFect, the convenience of the fituationo 
foon tempted nunabers to build there* arid they 
are now encroaching, .annually^ on theriver^: 
by throwing wharfs farther oat into the . 
Aream. In another rcfpedl alfo the original 
plan of the city was not adhered to. The 
ground allotted for it was in the form of an 
oblong fquare, two miles in length, reaching .- 
from the river Schuylkill to the Delaware, and ' 
one mile in breadth., Piirfuant to this fchemc, r 
the houfes were begun on the Delaware fide ; 
but inftead of having been carried on towards , 
the Schuyllcill, the current of building has kept 
entirely on one fide. The houfes extend for 
two miles nearly along the Delaware, but, on 
an average, not more than half a mile to- 
wards the Schuylkill : this is to be attributed 
to the great fuperiority of the one river over 
the other. All the houfes built beyond the 
boundary line of the oblong fquare arefaid to 
be in the- " Liberties," as the jurifdidlion of 
the corporation does not extend to that part 
of the town. Here the ftreets are very ir- 
regulariy builr, but in the city they all in- 
'terfed each other at right angles, according 
to the original plan. The principal ftreet is 
one hundred feet wide; the others vary from 
eighty to fifty. They are all tolcnibly well 
paved with pebble flones in the middle ; and. 

B4 OD , 
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on each fide, for the convenience of paflen* 
gers, there ie a footway paved with red brick. 

The houies within the limits of the city arc 
for the moft part built of brick •, a few, and- 
a few only, are of wood. 

In the old parts of the town they are in 
general fmall, heavy, and inconvenient j bat 
amongft thofe which have been lately eroSed, 
many are to be found that are light, airy, and 
commodious. In the whole city, however, 
there are only two or three houfes thct parti- 
cularly attradt the attention, on account of 
their iize and archite&ure, and but little beauty - 
is obfervablc in the defigne of any of thefe. 
The moft fpacious and the moft remarkable 
one amongft them ftands in Chefnut-ftrect, 
but it is not yet quite iiniihed. At prel'ent 
it appears a huge mafs of red brick aod pale 
blue marble, which bids defiance to fimplicity 
and elegance. This fuperb manfion, according 
to report, has already coft upwards of fifty 
thoufand guineas, and ftands as a tnonument 
of the increafing luxury of the city of Phila- 
delphia. 

As for the public buildings, they are all 
heavy taftelefs piles of red brick, ornamented 
with the lame fort of blue marble as that al- 
ready mentioned, and which but ill accord 
together, urilcfs indeed we except the new 
£ank of the United States, and the preft>y- 
3 , teriaa 

DbilizDdbyCoOgle 



PtilLADELPHlA. 9. 

tertin church in' High-ftrcet. The latta- 
building is oroamented with a handfome por- 
tico in front, fupported by fix pillars in the 
Corinthian cvder; but it is leen to great difad^ 
vantage on account of the market houfe, which 
occupies the center of the ilreet before it. The 
buildings next to theff^ that are nwA deiervingr 
Qf:hoticp, are the State Hoafc, the Prefident's 
Houfe, the Hofpital, the Bettering Houfe, and. 
the Gaol. 

The State Houfe is fituated in Chefnut- 
Arcet; and, confidering that no more than 
fifty-three years elapfcd from the time the; 
firft cabin was built on. the fpot marked out 
for the city, until it was eredted, the archi- 
tenure calls forth both our furprife and ad- 
miration. The St2xe Houfe id appropriated 
to. the ufe of the icgifia^ve bodies of the flate. 
Attached to this edifice are the congreis and 
the city-halls. In the former, the congrefi 
of the United States meets to traniai^ bu- 
finefs. The room allotted to the reprefen- 
tatives of the lower houfe is about fixty feet 
in length, and fitted up in the plained manner. 
At one end of it is a gallery, open to every 
perfon that chufes to enter it^ the flair-caie 
leading to which runs direftly from the piib* 
lie ftreet. The fenate chamber is in the 
ftory above this; and it is fumiihed and fitted 
up in a much fuperior ilyle to that <£ the 
lower 
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lower houfr. In the city hall the courts of 
juftice arc held, the fupreme court of the 
United States, as well as that of the ftate of 
Pcnnf , Ivania, and thofe of the city. 

The prefident's houfe, as it is called, was 
ereAedfor the refidence of the prefidcnt, before 
the removal of the feat of the federal govern- 
ment from Philadelphia was agitated. The 
original plan of this building was drawn by a 
private gentleman, rcfident in tlie neighbour- 
hood of Philadelphia, and was poAened, it is 
faid, ofnofmall (hare of merit ; but the com- 
mittee of citizens, that was appointed to take 
the plan into confidcration, and to dircd the 
building, COTiceiving that it could be im- 
proved upon, reverfed the pofitions of the up- 
per and lower llorics, placing the latter at top, 
fb that the pilafters, with which it is orna- 
mented, appear fufpcnded in the air. The 
committee alfo contrived, that the windows of 
the principal apartments, inftead ci opening 
into a fpacioQs area in front of the Iioufc, as 
was deBgned at firft, ftiould face towards the 
confined back yards of the adjoining houfes. 
This building is not yet finifhed, and as the 
removal of the feat of government to the fe- 
deral city of Wafhington is fo ihortly to take 
place, it is moft probable that it will never 
be o6:upied by the prefident. To what pur- 
pofc it will be now applied is yet undeter- 
mined. 
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mined. Some imagine, that it will be con- 
verted into a city hotel j others, that it will be 
deftined for the relidence of the governor of 
the ftate. For the latter purpofe, it would be 
unfit in the extreme, the falary of the governor 
being fo inconfiderable, that it would not en- 
able him to keep up an eftablifhment fuitabic 
to a dwelling of one-fourth part the fize of 
it. 

The hofpital, for its airinefs, for its conve- 
nient accommodation for the fick and infirm, 
and for the neatnefs exhibited throughout 
every part of it, cannot be furpaflcd by any 
inftitution of the kind in the world. The 
plan of the building is in the form of the let- 
ter H. At prefent but one wing and a part 
of the center are finifhed i but the reft of the 
building is in a ftate of forwardnefs. It is two 
ftories high, and underneath the whole arc 
cells for lunatics. Perfons labouring under 
any diforder of body or mind are received into 
this hofpital, excepting fuch as have difeafcs 
that arc contagious, and of a malignant na- 
ture ; fuch patients, however, have the advice 
of the attending phyficians gratis, and are fup- ■ 
plied with medicine from the hofpital dif- 
■ penfary. 

The produdive ftock of this hofpital, in the 
year 1793* waseftlmated j^. 17,065 currency j 
befidcs which there are eftates belonging to it 

that 
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that as yet produce nothing. The fame year, 
the legiflature granted j^. io,oooforen;arging 
the building, and adding thereto a Lying-in 
ajld Foundling hufpital. The annual private 
donations are very confidcrable. Thofe that 
contribute a certain fum have the power of 
eletaing the direftors, who arc twelve in num- 
ber, and chofen yearly. The direiSors a^ipoint 
iix of the moft (k.lful furgeons and phyficians 
iij the city to attend; there is alfo a iUrgeon 
and apothecary relident in the houfe. From 
the year 1756» when it was buih» to the year 
I79^inclufive, nearly 9,000 patients were ad- 
mitted into this hofpital, upwards of 6,000 
of whom were relieved or cured. The hof- 
pital itands within the limits of the city^ but 
it is more than a qiurter of a mile removed 
from any of the other buildings. There are 
fpacious walks within the inclofure for fuch 
uf the patients as are in a ilate of convale- 
fcence. . 

The Bettering Iloufe, which is under the 
care of the overfecrs of the poor, ftands in the 
tame neighbourhood, fomewhat farther re- 
moved from tlie houfes of the city. It is a 
ffacious building of brick»' with extenllve 
walks and gardens. The poor of the city and 
nc^bbourhood are here furniflied with em- 
ployment, and comfortaUy lodged and dieted. 
During the fcverity of the winter feafon, many 

aged 
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aged and reduced perfons feek refuge in this 
place, and leave it again on the return, of 
ipring. Whilft they ftay there, they are un- 
der very little reftraint, and go in and out when 
they pleafe ; they muft, howevA-, behave or- 
derly, jrhis inftitution is fujiported by a tax 
on the town. 

The gaol is a fpacious building of common 
ftone, one hundred feet in front. It is fitted 
up with fclitary cells, on the new plan, and 
the apartments are all arched, to prevent the 
communication of fire. Behind the building 
arc extenfive yards, which are fecurcd by lofty 
walls. This gaol is better regulated, perhaps, 
than any other on the face of the globe. By the 
new penal laws of Pennfylvania, lately enaded, 
no crime is puni(hable with death, excepting 
murderof the firft degree, by which is meant, 
murder that is perpetrated by wilful preme- 
ditated intention, or in attempts to commit 
fape, robbery, or the like. Every other of- 
fence, according to its enormity, is puniilied 
byfolitary imprifonment of a determined du- 
ration. Objeflions may be made to this mode 
of punifhment, as not being fufficiently fevere 
on the individual to atone for an atrocious 
crime; nor capable, becaufc not inffiiScd in 
public, of deterring evil-minded perfons in the 
community from the commiffion of offences 
which incur the rigour of the lawj but on a 

tlofe 
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clofe examination, it will be found to be very 
fevere i and as far as an opinion can be formed 
from the trial that has been hitherto niade by 
the flate of Pennfylvanla, it feems better cal- 
culated to reilrain the cxcfeffes of the people 
than any other. If any public puniihment 
could ftrike terror into the lawlefs partof the 
multitude, it is as likely that the infliction of 
death would do it as any whatfoever : but 
death is diverted of many of his terrors, after 
being often prefented to our view ; fo that 
we find in countries, for initance in England, 
where it occurs often as punifliment, the fa- 
iUtary efFedts that might be expedted from it 
are in a great meafure loft. The unfortunate 
wretch, who is doomed to forfeit his life in 
expiation of the crimes he has committed, in 
numberlefs inftances, looks forward with ap- 
parent unconcern to the moment in which he 
is to be launched into eternity ; bis compa- 
nions around him only condole with him, be- 
caufe his career of iniquity has fo fuddenly 
been impeded by the courfe of juftice : or, if 
he is not too much hardened in the paths of 
vice, hut falls a prey to remorfe, and fees all 
the horrors of his impending fate, they endea- 
vour to rally his broken fpirits by the con- 
foling remembrance, that the pangs he has to 
endure are but the pangs of a moment, which 
they illuftrate by' the fpcedy exit of one whofe 
death 
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death he was pexhaps himfelf witneis to but 
a few weeks before. A month does not pafs 
over in England without repeated executions ; 
and there is Tcarcely a. vagabond to be met 
with in the country, who has- ieen a fellow 
creature fufpcnded from the gallows. We all 
know what little good cfFeft fuch fpedlacles 
produce. But immured in darkneis and fo- 
litude, the prifoner fuifers pangs worfe than 
death a hundred times in the day : he is left 
to his own bitter refleftions ; there is no one 
thing to divert his attention, and he endeavours 
in vain to efcape from the horrors which con- 
tinually haunt his imagination. In fuch a fitua- 
tion the mofl hardened offender is foon re- 
duced to a flate of repentance. 

Bat punifliment by imprifonmcnt, according 
to the laws of Pennfylvania, is inipofed, not 
only as an expiation of paft offences, and an . 
example to the guilty prt of fociety, but 
for another purpofe, regarded by few penal 
codes in the world, the reform of the criminal. 
The regulations of the gaol, are calculated to 
promote this effc& as foon as poilible, {o that 
the building, indeed, deferves the name of 
a penitentiary houfe more than that of a gapl. 
As foon as a criminal is committed to the prl- 
fon he is made to walh j his hair is fhorn, and 
if not decently clothed, he is furnifhed with 
clean apparel ; then he is thrown into a fo- 
Utaty 
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litarycell, about nine feet long and four wide, 
where he remains debarred from the fight of 
every living being excepting his gaoler, whofc 

' duty it is to attend to the bare necefliUss of 
his nature, but who is forbidden, on* any ac- 
count, to fpeak to him without there is ab- 
folute occafion. If a prifoner is at all refrac- 
tory, or if the offence for which he is impri- 
foned is of a very atrocious nature, he is then 
confined in a cell feeluded even from the light 
of heaven. This is the worft that can be in- 
fliftcd upon him. 

The gao! is infpefted twice'every week by 
twelve perfons appointed for that purpofe, 
who are chofen annually from amongft the 
citizens of Philadelphia. Nor is it a difficult 
matter to procure thefe men, who readily and 
voluntarily takeit upon them to go through 
the troublefomc fundtions of the office" with- 
out any fee or emolument whatever. They 
divide themfelves into committees; each of 
thefe takes it in turn, for a ftated period, to 

■ vifit every part of the prifon ; and a report is 
made to the infpedors at large, who meet to- 
gether at times regularly appointed. From 
the report of the committee an opinion is 
formed by the infpeftors, who, with the con- 
fentof the judges, regulate the treatment of 
each individual prifoner during his confine- 
ment. This is varied according to his crime, 

and 
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and according to his fubfcquent ' repentance. 
Solitary confinement in a dark cell is look£d 
upon as the fevercA ufage j next, fotitary con- 
finement in a cell with the adnufBon of light ; 
next, confinement in a cell where the prifoner 
is allowed to do feme fort of work ; laftly, . 
labour in company with others. The pri- 
foners are obliged to bathe twice every week^ 
proper convcniencies for that purpofe being 
provided within the walls of the prifon, and 
alfo to change their linen, with which they 
are regularly provided, Thofe in folitary 
confinement are kept upon bread and water j 
but thofe who labour are allowed broth^ por- 
ridge, puddings, and the like : meat is dif- 
penfed only in fnmll quantities, twice in the 
week. Their drink is water j on no pretence 
is any other heverage fiiiFered to be brought 
into the prifon. This diet is found, by ex- 
perience, to afford the prifoners ftrength fuffi- 
cient to perform the labour that is impofed 
upon them; whereas a more generous one 
would only ferve to render their minds lefs 
humble and fubmiffive. Thofe who labour^ 
are employed in the particular trade to whicH 
they have been accuftomed, provided it can 
be carried on in the prifon ; if not acquainted 
with any, fomcthing is foon found that they 
can doi One room is fet apart for flioc- 
makers, another for taylors, a third for car- 
VoL.I. C penters,. 
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penfers, and fo on j and in the yards arc ftone* 
cutters, fmitbs, nailers, &c. &c. 

Excepting- the, cells, which are at a remote 
part of the building* the prifon has the afp- 
pearance of a large manufa*aoFy. Good order 
and decency prevail throughoat, and the eye of 
a fpeftator i« never aflaifed by the iightof fuch 
ghailly and fqualid figures as are eontinirallvto 
be niet with in our prifons ; fo for, alfo, is a 
vifitor frond being infulted, that he is fcarcely 
notiesdafih'e paffes through the different wards. 
The prifoners are forbidden to ipeak to each 
other without there is neceffityj they are alfb 
forbidden to laugh, or to feig, or to make the 
fmalleft diflurbance. An overfeer attends 
eontinuaHy to fee that every one performs hi* 
work diligently > and in cafe of the fmallefl 
refinance to any of the regulations, the offender 
13 immediately caft into a folitary cell, to fub* 
fift on bread and water till he returns to a 
proper fenfe of his behaviour j but the dread 
ilT thofe have of this treatment, who have 
once experienced it, is fuch, that k is feldom 
found neceflary to repeat it. The women 
ire kept totally apart from the men, and are 
employed in a manner fuitaWe to their fer. 
The labourers all eat together in one ferge 
apartment J and regukrty, every Sunday, ^rc 
» divine fervice, at vi'hich'all attend. If a 
the duty of the chapkin to converie at time* 
4 with 
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tnth the prifoners, and endeavour to reform 
their minds .and principles. The infpeiaors, 
vhen they vifit the prifon, alfo do the fame j 
&> that- when a pnf(»ier is liberated, he goes 
out, as-tt werCr a new man j he has been ha- 
Utnated to employment, and has received good 
■inftfudions. Tlir greateft care is alfo taken 
-to find bim employment the moment he 
qnits the place of his confinement. Accord-' 
mg-to- the regulations, no perfon is "allowed 
to viBt the prifon .without pcrmiffion of the 
infpedtora. The greateft care is alfo taken 
to preierve the health of the prifoners, and 
for thofe who are iick there areproper- apart- 
ments andgQod.advice provided. The longefl 
period of confinement is for a i^ape, which 
is not to be lefs than ten years, but not to 
exceed twenty-one. For high trcafon, the 
length of confinement is not to be lefs than 
fix HOT mrore than twelve years. There are 
prifbns in every county throughout Pennfyl- 
rania,. but none as- yet are eftabHlhed on the 
Cune plan as that which has been defcribed. 
Criminals are frequently Tent from other parts 
-of the ftate to receive punilhment in the prU 
fen of Philadelphia. 

So vkU is this gaol conduAed> that inAead 
trf being an cxpenfe, it now annually pro- 
(kices a coafidetabie revenue to the ilate. 

Ca 
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LETTER II. 

Population of Philadelphia. — Some Account gT 
the Inhabitants, their CharaSier and Mau" 
ners — Private Amufements. — Americaas lofe 
their Teeth prematurely. — Theatrical Ami^e- 
ments only permitted of late. — ^ueAers.-'- 
Preftdent's Levee and Drawing Room.-^' 
Places of public Worjhip^— Carriages^ what 
fort of, ufed in Philadelphia. — Taverns, how 
conducted in America.— Di^culty of procur- 
ing Servants. — Chara^er of the lower Claffh 
of People in America, 

MY DEAR SIR, PhiUdelphu, November. 

PHILADELPHIA, according to the ccnfus 

taken in the Year 1790, contained 42,000 ■ 
people. From the natural increafc, however, 
of population, and the Influx of ftrangers, the 
number is fuppofed now jto be near 50,000, 
notwithftanding the ravages of the yellow 
fever in 1793, whichfwept off 4,000 people. 
The inhabitants confift of Englifh, Irifh, 
Scotch, Germans, French, and of American 
born citizens, defcended from people of thefe 
different nations, who are of courfe by £ar the 
moil numerous clafs. The inhabitants are 
for the moil; part engaged in fome fort of 
buiinefs; a few, and a few only, live with- 
out 
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out any oftenfibic prafeffions, on the fortanes 
which fticy themfclves have raifed ; but thefe 
men are not idle or inattentive to the increafc 
of their property, being ever on the watch to 
profit by the fale of lands, which they have 
purchased, and to buytnore on advantageous 
terms. It would be a difBcult matter to find a 
man of any property in the country, who is not 
concerned in the buying or felling of land, 
which- may be confidered in America as an 
article of trade.. 

In -a large city, like Philadelphia, where 
people are alTembled together from fo many 
difierent quarters, there cannot fetl to be a 
great divcrfity in the manners of the inhabi- 
tants. It is a remark, however, very generally 
made, riot only by ibreigncrs, butaHb by pcr- 
fcms:fi-om other parts of the United States, 
that the - Philadelphians are extremely defi- 
cient' in hospitality and politenefs towards 
Arangers. Amon^ the uppermoft: circles in 
Philadelphia, pride,' faaughtineft, and oftenta- 
don are cmifpicuous j and it Teems as if nothing 
could make them happier than that an f»^r 
of nobility ihould be eltabliflied, by which 
they might be exalted above their fellow ci- 
tizens, as much as they arc in their own con- 
ceit. In the manners erf" the people in general 
there is a coldnefs and rcfcrve,as if they were 
iufjpicious of fome defigns againft them, which 
C 3 chilh 
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chills to the very hear( thofe who comc^ta 
vifit them. In their privatefociftic^^'^ir^^^ 
is apparenti near which mlr^h and gaiety can 
pever approach. It.^ no ugufual thing, in. the 
genteeleft houfes^ to iee a large party of-frt^fn, 
twenty to thirty perfons afibfnhled, .tp4: fe*e4 
round a- room, without. partaking «^Rny,;Other 
amufeoient than, what arifes frot^^.thfi-conver- 
fation,;moft frequently in^whifper^ chat pa^«9 
between; the two perlans >vho are i»ted next . 
to each other. The party meets _^weenfi^ 
and ' feyen -in the i^veaiiyg ; te^ is iti^^ i^i^h 
much '£)rm; and fit tt^» by whi^h_^e'f^ft 
of the company are wearied .v^ith haying re- 
maiired (o long ilationaryi they tetatu to <heir 
own homes. Stilly however,; tl^yr arp not 
. ilrangers-to mufic/ ci^rds». pr dancing;;^-lh6ir 
knowle^eof mufic, indeed, is ^ a'V^fyJpw 
cbbj but in dancing, which appeal^ tohe ^ir 
moft "favourite a*inifcmeht, th^y; s^rtfiiR^ 
excel- .... . . . ..:■. 

The women, in. genomV ^*Wti^«U*g* a« 
^ery pK«y, butbythe tigrw they l»C9aw. mpi- 
ihws of a little family .they lofe aH tfe^ir-bWuty, 
their cQiAplexiuns fade aw4y,.their<te$FHl^gio 
so 4ecayj, and they hardly appear ^i^thp fame 
treatur^s. In a few? inftanfcs c^yM woufci he 
■poiiTible to find ^ line "viroman of ;{he: age of 
rforty, who has h^.4 l^irg? fanjily. . The fudr 
'den ^ecay of the tecfehis & cir^uoiftance.v'hich 

ha« 
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^6 engaged fbeattentioa of theiircui^; iiatk 
men and women, American bora,.1ofing them 
very generally at an early age. Ssmeafetibe 
it to thereat and bidden, chaises in ithe wea- 
ther, frombcattff'.oojdi but ntgrflcsvwhoare 
fxpofed to the fame traniitinn a£nlimate/are 
dUtingui&ed for the whiteneTs and beiauty of 
th^ir teeth ; and the Indians ai{a, who-' are 
more expofcd than «ilher, preljctce their teed| 
in ^ood (x-der. -Others attribute it to the im^ 
OJbderatc njfe of confeiaionary. Ofc<mfe£^A- 
$ry, the Americans jn the -towns- certainly 
makie an inordinate u/e ; but in the country, 
where the people have not an opportunity of 
gettJQg {iich things, the men, but m(M% ge- 
atraBy the VDmen,alro lofe their teeth veiy 
prematurely. . Moil prpbably it- is owing to 
^e very generai ufi^ rfiey make of failed pro- 
vlflons. In theicoontry parts o£ America in 
particular, ihe:s^ple live upon falted pork and 
falted hfh nearly the whole year round. 

It is only within a few year* paft, fincc 
1779, that any juiblic amufements have been 
fuffered in this ■ city j the old corporation, 
which confi&ed moiUy of the Quakers, and 
not of the moil liberal minded peopie in the 
city, having always oppofed the eilabliniment 
of any place for the purpofe. Now, however, 
there arc two theatres and an amphitheatre. 
Little or no ufe is made of the old theatre, 
C 4 which 
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which is of wood, and a very indififerent build- 
ing. The : new one is built of brick, and 
neatly fitted up within j but it is hardly large 
enough for the town. A fliocking cuftom 
obtains here, of fmoking tobacco in tie houfe, 
which at times is carried to fuch an excefs, 
that thofe to whom it is difagreeable are 
under the ncceffity of going away. To the 
p«)ple in the pit, wine and porter is brought 
l)Ctwcen the afts, precifely as. if they were 
la a tavern. The a.&ors are procured, with 
a very few exceptions, from Great Britain 
^d Ireland ; none of them are very emi- 
nent performers, but they are equal to what 
are yfuaHy liiet with in the country towns 
of England. .The amphitheatre is built of 
^ood ; equeilrian and o'ther exercifes are per* 
. formed there, fimilar to tiiofc at Aftley's. 
I)ancing gffemblies are held regularly every 
fortnight .through the winter, and occafionally 
there are public concerts. 

Durihg fummer, the people that can make 
it convenient retire to country houfes in the 
neighbourhood of the town, and all public 
and private amufcments ccafej winter is the 
feafon for them, the Congrefs being then af- 
fembled, and trade not being fo clofely at- 
^nded to, as the navigation of the river is then ' 
commonly impeded by ice. 

The prefident finds it neceffary, in general, 

ta 
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to come to Philadelphia preparatory to the 
meeting of cbngrefs, and refides there during- 
the whole of the feffion. Once in the week, 
during his ftay in the city, he has levees, be- 
tween the hours of three and four in the af- 
ternoon. At thefe he always appears himfelf 
in a court drefs, and it is expet^ied that the 
jfbreign miniAers fhould always attend in the 
iame ftylcj this they conftantly do, excepting 
the French- miniHer, who niakes a point of 
going in- difhabille, not to fay worfe of it. 
Other perfohB are at liberty to go as they think 
proper. Mrs. Waftiington, alfo, has a draw- 
ing room once every week. Oa this occaiion 
-die ladies are feated In great form round the 
apartment, and tea, coffee, &c. ferved *. ■ 

Philadelphia is the grand refidence of the 
Quakers in America, but their number does 
not bear the fame proportion now to that of 
the other citizens which it did formerly. At 
prefent they form about one fourth only of the 
inhabitants. This does not arife from any di- 
minution of the number of Quakers, on the 
contrary they have confidcrably increafed, but 

* Whether Uw levee is kept up by the prcfeot prertdent, or i 
)iott 1 ittve not hcaid. -Many ol^cfUoM were made (a it by 
the democratic party daring the_ admiDiltiacioD of General 
WalhingtOD, as being iticonfillent with thcfpitit orare[iublican 
(overnmeat, and dcllru^re of that equality which ought lA 
fci^a. aqiongtl the citizew of every clafs. 

from 
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from the great influx into the city of perfoq^ 
of a different perfuafion. Belonging to thp 
Quakers there are five places for puWic wor- 
ship ; to the Prefbyterians and Seceders fix^ 
to the Englifli Epiicppalians threes to Geiv 
man Lutherans twoj to the Ronian Catholic^ 
four J and one re^edlively to the Swediih 
Lutherans, Moraviane, BaptilH^ Univerfal 
Baptifts, Mcthodills, and Jews. . On a Sun- 
day every citizen appears weJl drei2ed| the 
lower clafTes of the people in particular arc 
remarkably well clothed. This is a gre^ 
day alfo for little excursions ipto the coun^ 

The carriages made ufe.of in Philadelphia 
confiil: of coaches, chariots, chaifes^coachee^ 
aad light waggons, the greater part of -which 
are built in Philadelphia. The equipages of* 
few individuals are extremely pftentatioRSj 
nor does there appear in any that neatness 
and elegance which might be expedted 
amongfl a iet of people that are defirous of 
imitating the {aOiions of England, and that 
pre continually getting models over from that 
country. Thecoachee is a carriage peculiar, 
I believe, to America ; the body of it is rather . 
longer than that of a coach, but of the Caauj 
ihape. In the front it is left quite open dowji 
Co the bottom, and the driver iits on a bench 
wnder the roof of the carriage. There are 

two 
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two iczts ia it forxhe paflengers, who fit with 
their faces towards the horfes. The roof i« 
Supported by feiaU props, which are placed at 
the corners. On eich iide of the doors, 
above the pannels, it is quite open,.. ancl to 
guard againft bad weather there are curtains, 
which are made to let down from the roof, and 
feften to bottons pdaccd for the parpofe on the 
outiid& Tfaefe i& iU£>'a lea^ern curt^io to 
hang *oc9^oBally hetwecn the . dr^vj^ ; 9b4 

The fi^ir waggons are on the iame c^n-; 
^w^ioo^'aad are calculated to accomnwdats 
fxooa. fonr to twelve peopW. ' The only difr 
ierence between a icaaX\ waggon and a coachee 
is, th^ the Jatter is better finilhed, has yar- 
niniedpapnds,. and 4oor5 at the fide.- ; The 
foncH- jhas -no doors, but the paflcngers 
Scramble in the beil way they can, over the 
ieat of tiu? driver. The waggons are ufed nni^ 
yerfaliyv^ iUge ;CHf riages. ■ 

The 'accommodations at the tavernjs, by 
.which name they^all all inns, &c. are very 
Hidiff«rei3l in Philadelphia, «s indeed they are^ 
■With % very few exceptiojjs, throughout the 
couBt^. The mode of condu^ng them il 
tiearly the fame every Tfliere, The travellet^ 
is ihewn, on ar^v^lK^i^tP a roon? which is 
common ^o • every pfrfon in the houfe, and 
^ich is generally the one fct apart for 
brcakfaft, 
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breakfaft, dinner, and fuppcr. All the ftrangcr* 
tlat happen to be in the houfe fit down to 
thefc meals promifcuoufly, and, excepting in 
the large towns, the family of the houit alfb 
forms a part of the company. It is feldom 
that a private parlour or drawing room jcan b« 
procured at any of the taverns, even in the 
towns ; and it is always with reludanee that 
breakfait of dinner is fcrved up feparajely to 
any individual. If a lingle bed room can be 
procured, more ought not to be looked for s 
but it is not always that even this is to be 
had, and ihofe who h-avel through the coun- " 
try muft often fubmit to be crammed into 
rooms where there is fcarccly fuffident fpace 
to walk between the beds.* Strangers who 
remain for any length of time in the large 
towns moft' ufually go to private boarding 
houfes, of which great numbers are to be met 
with.- ft is always a difficult matter to pro- 
care furni0)ed lodgings without paying fo^* 
board. 

■ Having {topped OM siglkt at Elkton, m njjojmey tq 
Baltimore in the public orriagt, my firft enquiries from thq 
laodlord, on alighiuig, fts there were many pafleiigen in the 
fiagc, were to know what accommodation hii houle afforded. 
He Ceemed much furpiized that any enquiries fluiald be made 
cm Toch a fubj^El, and with much conrequence told me, 1 need 
sDCgire myfelf any trouble about the extent of hi* accomno- 
datioos, aihe iaim^lsktiafiiitvta bti» la, ntol bit looas. 

AX 
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At all the taverns, both In town and coun- 

try* but particularly in the latter, the attend* 

floce is very bad; indeed, excepting in the 

fouthem ftates, where there are fuch great 

numbers of negroes, it is a matter of the utmoft 

difficulty to procure dorpeftic fervantsof any 

deicription. The generality of fervants that 

are nuet with in Philadelphia are emigrant 

Europeans} they, however, for the moft parti 

only remain in fervice until they can fave a 

little money, when they conftantly quit their 

maAers, being led to do fo by that defire for 

independence which is fo natural to the mind 

of man, and which every perfon in America 

may enjoy that will be induflrious. The fevr 

that remain fteady to thofe who have hired 

them Are retained at moil exorbitant wages. 

As for the Americans, none but thofe of the 

moft indifierent chara&ers ever enter into fer- 

vice, which they confider as fuitable only to 

negroes; the negroes again, in Pennfylvania 

and in the other ftates where fteps have been 

taken for the gradual abolition of flavery, are 

taught by the Quakers to look upon them- 

felves in every refped as equal to their white 

brethren, and they endeavour to imitate them 

by being laucy. It is the lame both with males 

and females. I mull here obferve, that amongft 

the generality of the lower fort of people in 

the United States, and particularly amongft 

thofe 
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diofc of Philadblphta, there ie a want of good 
manners which excites the furprize of ahnofl: 
every foreigner ; I wilh alfo that it may not 
be thought that this remark has been made, 
merely becaofe the feme deference and the 
fame refpeilful attention, which we fee fb 
commonly paid by the lower orders of people ' 
in Great Britain and Ireland to thofe who are 
in a lituation ibmewhat fuperior to them- 
ielvea> is not alfo paid in America to perfons 
in the fame ilation ; it is the want c^ com- 
IROi) civility I complain of, which it is always 
dfiiirable to behold between man and man, let 
their iituatioDB in life be what they may, and 
which is not contrary to the di<flatcs of na- 
ture» or to the fpirit of genuine liberty, as it 
is obfervablc in the behaviour of the wild 
Indians that wander through the forefls of this 
vail continent, the moft free and independent 
of all human beings. In the United States, 
however, the lower claffes of people will re* 
. torn mdc and impertinent anfwers to queftions 
Couched in the moit civil terms, and will infult 
a per&>n that bears the appearance of a gen- 
tlcman> on purpofe to ihcw how much they 
condder tbemfelves upon an equality with 
him. Civility cannot be purchafed from them 
on any terms > they feem to think that it Is 
iucompatible with freedom, and that there is 
so otdner wvy of convincing * ftranger that-he 
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h redly in a land of liberty, but by being furly ' 
and ill mannered' in his prefence. 



LE TTE R III. 

yoamef (ft Baltimore.—' Defcription oftbe Courtm 
trj about Fbiladelphia.~FlQatmg Bridget 
ever the Scbuyikill, how conJlruBed, — Mills « 
Bramfy-'wine Creek.'— -Improvement in the 
Machinery of Flour Mills in America.^ 
Town of Wilnmgfon. — Log Houfes. — Bad 
Roads.— Fine ProfpeSis. — How relijhed by 
Americans.-— Taverns. '^SufquebanTiah Ri- 
ver. — 'town of Baltimore. — Plan of the 
31«Mf. — Harbour. — - Public and private 
Buildings. — Inhabitants.'-' Country between 
Baltimore andlVaJlmigton. — Execrable Roads, 

MY DEAR SIR, Walhington, November. 

/^N the 1 6th of November I left Philadci- 
^^ phia foe Bahimore. The only mode of 
conveyance which offers for a traveller, wh» 
is not provided with his own horfes or car- 
riage, is the public ftage waggon j it is pof- 
fible, indeed, to procure a private carriage at 
Philadelphia to go on to Baltimore, for which 
a great price is always demanded j but there 
is no fuch thing as hiring a carriage or horfes 
from ftage to ftage. The country about Phi- 
ladelphia is wcU cultivated, and it aboun(b with 

neat 
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neat country houfes ; but it has l baris appear^ 
ance, being almoft totally ftripped of the trees, 
which have been cut down without mercy 
for firing, and to make way for the plough ; 
neither are there any hedges, an idea prevail- 
ing that they impoverilh the land wherever 
they are planted. The fences are all of the 
common port and rail, or of the angular kind. 
Thefe lafl are made of rails about eight or 
nine feet long, roughly IpUt out of trees, and 
placed horizontally above one another, as the 
bars of a gate ; but each tier of rails, or gate as 
it were, inftcad of being on a ftraight line with 
the one next to, it, is put in a different di- 
reftlon, fo as to form an angle fufficient to per- 
mit the ends of the rails of one tier to reft 
fteadily on thofe of the next. As thefe fences, 
from their ferpentine courie, occupy at leaft 
lix times as much ground as a common poft 
and rail fence, and require alfo a great deal 
more wood, they are moftly laid afide whenever 
land and timber become objefts of importance, 
as they foon do in the neighbourhood of large 
towns. 

The road to Baltimore is over the loweft of 
three floating bridges, which have been thrown 
acrofs tlie river Schuylkill, in the neighbour- 
hood of Philadelphia. The view on pafling 
this river, which is about two hundred and 
fifty prds wide, is beautiful. The banks on 
each 
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oaqtv fide are hleh, and for many mHes above. 
afibrd the moft delightful fituations for villas.. . 
A veiy elegant onCi laid out in the Englilh 
tafte^is icenon paiHng the river juft above the 
bridge. Adjoining to It are public gardens,. 
and a houfe of entertainment, with feveral good 
rocHns, to which the citizens of Philadelphia 
refbrt in great numbers during the fummer 
ieafon. 

The floating bridges are formed of large 
trees, which are placed in the water tranf- 
verfcly, and chained together » beam? me then 
laid lengthways upon thefe, and the whole 
boarded over, to render the way convenieot 
for palTengers. On each iide there is a railing. 
When very heavy carriages go acrofs thefe 
bridges, they fink a few inches below the fur- 
^e of the water ; but the pafiage is by no 
means dangerous. They are kept in an even 
direiftion acrofs the river, by means of chains ' 
and anchors in difierent parts, and are alio 
ftrongly fecured on both (bores. Over , that 
part of the river where the channel lies, they 
are Co contrived that a piece can be removed 
to allow velTels to pafs through. Thefe bridges 
are frequently damaged, and fometimes en- 
tirely carried away, during floods, at the break- 
ing up of winter, efpecially if there happens 
to be much Jce floating in the river. ' To guard 
againft this, when danger is apprehended and 
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the flood does not come on too rapidly, they 
unfaften all the chains by which the bridge is 
confined in its proper plara, and then let the 
whole float down with the ftream to a conve-^ 
nient part of the fliore, where it can be hauled 
up and fecured. 

The country, after pafling the Schuylkill, 
is pleafingly diverflfied with riling grounds and 
woods, and appears to be in a good ftate of 
cultivation. The firft town of any note which 
you come to is Chefter, fifteen mites from 
Philadelphia; this town contains about flxty 
dwellings, and is remarkable for being the 
place where the firft colonian aflembly fat. 
From the neighbourhood of this town there is 
i very grand view of the river Delaware. 

About half a mile before you come to 
Wilmington is Brandy-wine River> rcmarfc- 
abls for its mills, no lefs than thirteen being 
built almoft clofe to each other upon it. 
The water, juft above the bridge which is 
thrown over it» comes tumbling dowm with 
great violence over a bed of rocks j and feats^ 
at a very trifling expenfe, could be made for 
three times the number of mills already built. 
Vefle^s carrying 1,600 burticls of wheat can 
come clofe up to, them^ and by means of 
mac'hiriery their cargoes are received from, 
or deliverftd to tb'em ift a \'pry 'expeditious 
manner. Among i^ mills, feme are for flour, 
2 fome 
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Ibme for fawlng of wood, and others for ilone. 
The improvements which have been made ia 
the machinery of the flour mills in America 
are very great. The chief of thefe confift 
in a new application of the fcrew, and the 
introdu£tion of what are called elevators, the 
idea of which was evidently borrowed from 
the chain pump. The fcrew is made by 
ilicking iinall thin pieces of board, about 
three inches long and two wide, into a cy- 
linder, fo as to form the fpiral line. This fcrew 
is placed in a horizontal poiition, and by turn- 
ing on its axis it forces wheat or flour from 
one end of a trough to the other. For in- 
ilance, in the trough which receives the meal 
immediately coming from the ftones, a fcrew 
of this kind is placed, by which the meal is 
forced on, to the difrance of fix or eight feet 
perhaps, into a referroir ; from thence, with- 
out any manual labour, it is conveyed to the 
very top of the mill by the elevators, which 
conlift of a number of fmall buckets of the 
£ze of tea-cups, attached to a long band that 
goes round a wheel at the top, and another 
at the bottom of the mill. As the band re- 
rolves round the wheels, thefe buckets dip 
into the refervoir of wheat or flour below, 
and take their loads up to the top, where 
they emp^ themfelves as they turn round the 
tipper wheel. The elevators are incloied ia 
D a i(|uar« 
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Iquare wooden tubes, to prevent them from 
-catching in any thing, and alfo to prevent 
duft. By means of thefe two fimple con- 
trivances no manual labour is required from 
the moment the wheat is taken to the mill 
till it is converted into flour, and ready to be 
packed, during the various proc^fles of fcrcen- 
ing, grinding, fifting, &c. 

Wilmington is the capital of the ilatc of 
Delaware, and contains about fix hundred 
houfes, which are chiefly of brick. The 
ftreets arc laid out on a plan fomewhat fimilar 
to that of Philadelphia. There is nothing 
very intcrefting in this town, and the country 
round about it is flat and infipid. Elkton, 
twenty-one miles diftant from Wilmington^ 
and the flrft town in Maryland, contains about 
ninety indifferent houfes, which are built 
without any regularity; it is a dirty difagree- 
able place. In this neighbourhood I firfl: 
took notice of log-hoafes; thofe which I 
had hitherto feen having been built either of 
brick or ftone, or elfe conftruiSied with wooden 
frames, (heathed on the outfide with boards. 
The log-houfcs are cheaper than any others 
in a country where there is abundance of 
wood, and generally are the firft that arc 
erefted on a new fcttlement in America. The 
fides confifl of trees jufl fquared, and placed 
horizontally one upon the other; the ends 

of 
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of die logs of one fide refting alternately on 
the ends of thofe of the adjoining fides, in 
notches; the interftices between the logs are 
ftopped with clay; and the roof is covered 
with boards or with fliingles, which are fmall 
pieces of wood in the fliape of flates or tiles, 
and which are uled for that purpofe, with a 
few exceptions^ throughout America. Thefe 
habitations are not very fightly, but when 
well built they are warm and comfortable, 
and laft for a long time 

A confiderable quantity of wheat 4nd In- 
dian corn is raifed in this neighbourhood, to 
the production of which the foil is favourable; 
but tKe beft cultivated parts of the country 
dre not feen from the road, which pafies 
chiefly over barren and hilly trafts, called 
•• ridges." The rcafon for carrying the road 
over thefe is, becaule it is found to lail longer 
thao'if carried over the flat part of the country, 
where the foil is deep, a circijmftance which 
the people of Mai^rland always take into 
confideration ; for after a road is once cut, they 
jiever take pains to keep it in good repair. 
The roads in this ftate are worfe than ip 
any one in the union; indeed fo ver^ bad 
are they, that on goii^g from Elkton to the 
£ulq^uehannah ferry, the driver frequently had 
to call jto the palTengers in the fiage, to lean 
pyj of tbp carriage firfl at one fide, then at 
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"the Other, to prevent it from overfetting in 
the deep ruts with'which the road abounds: 
•' Now, gentlemen, to the right;" upon 
which the paffcngers all ftretched their bodies 
half way out of the carriage to b^ance it on 
that fide : " Now, gentlemen, to the left,*" 
and fo on, This was found abfolutcly ne- 
cciTary at leaft a dozen times in half the num- 
ber of miles. Whenever they attempt to 
mend thefe roads, it is always by filling the 
ruts with faplings or bufhes, and covering 
them over with earth. This, however, is done 
only when there are fields on each fide of the 
road. If the road runs contiguous to a wood, 
then, infteadof mending it where it is bad, they 
open a new pafTage through the trees, which 
they call making a road. It is very common 
in Maryland to fee fix or fevcn different road's 
branching out from one, which all lead to 
the fame place. A ftrarigcr, before he i6' ac- 
quainted with this circumftancc, is frequently 
■puzzled to know which he ought, to! take. 
The dexterity with wljich the drivers of the 
ftages guide their horfes along thefe new 
foads, which are full of flumps, of trees, is 
aftonifhing, yet to appearance they arc the 
moft awkward' drivers pofliblci it is more by 
the different noifes which they make, than by 
their reins, that they manage their horfes. 

Charlefton 
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Gharlefton ftands at.a few mile? diftance 
fitHijiElfetoni ther^ are about twenty houfes 
ooly in it, which are inhabited chiefly. by peo- 
ple w^!0 carry on a herring fiftiery. Beyond 
itthft country i« njucb diverfi^ with hiU 
and dale, and the foil being bat of an indif- 
ferent quality, the lands arc fo little cleared, 
that in many parts the road winds through 
uninterrupted woods' for four or five miles to- 
gether..- The fcencry in this -neighbourhood is 
extremely interefting. From the top of the 
hiUs you meet with numberlefs bold and ex- 
tcnfire profpe£ts of the Chefapeak Bay and of 
the river Sufquehannah; and fcarccly do you 
cro(sa ^ley without beholding in the depths 
of the wood the waters of fome little creek or 
rivule^ riifliing over ledges of rock in a beau- 
tiful rafcade. The generality of Americans 
ftare with aftoni{hment at a per^ who can 
feel any delight at pacing through ^ch a coun- 
try as this. To them the fight of a wheat 
field or a cabbage garden would cohveiy plea- 
furc far greater than that of the m&ft-rijmantic 
woodland views. They have an unconquerable 
averfion to trees j and whenever- a fettlemcnt 
is made, they cut away all bcfcrethein with* 
out mercy; not one is fpared ; all (hare the 
iamc fete, and are involved in th* general 
havoc. It appearis ilrange, that in a country 
where the rays of thd fun ad with fuch pro- . 
D 4 (Jigious 
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idigtous power> fome few b%es near th« haUta- 
tions&ould not be fpared, whofc foliage might 
afford acooling {hade during the parching hctata 
of fummer'; and I have 'oftentimes exprefled 
iny aftoHilhment that none were ever Idt for 
that purpofe. In anfwer X have generally bben 
told, that they could not be left Handing near 
a houfc without danger. The trees it fcbms 
in the American forefts have but a very flcn- 
der hold in the.ground, coniidering their im- 
menfe height, fo that wiien two or three fully 
grown itre deprived of ihelter in con&quence 
of the others which ftood ;ixound than, being 
cut down, they arc very apt to be levelled, by 
the £ril ftorm that chances to blow. .This, 
however, would not be the cafe with trees of 
a fmall growth, which might fa&Iy be fpared, 
and which .would foon afford an agreeable 
fhade if the Americans thought proper to leave 
ihem fbn4ing : but the id£t of the matter is, 
that frpm the face of the coqntry being en- 
tirely oyerfpfKwi with trpes, the eyes of the 
people'tffi^me ^tiated with the iight of them, 
.The ground cannot be tilled, nor can the 
inhabitants^ fupport themfelves, till they arc 
.remove4 >.i.they arp looked upon as a nuilance, 
and. the rjian that can Qntc)down the largeft 
number, anfj h^ve the jie^ds .about his boufe 
moft clear ;of them» is .looked upon .as the 
pioft induftrious citizen, Pfld the que that is 
making 
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nriftkirig the greatefl: improvements ^ In the 
country. . . ■: . 

ETcry'teh or twelve mUes upon this road 
there are teVerrts, which are all boilt of'wocxJ, 
and nmcfc-'ih the fainc -ftil^ with apoFch'iji 
front -the «ntiFe length c^tbe houfe, Vtwvt£ 
■thefe tavefns have aliyiigns, and.diey are 
only to be diftinguifiied ^m the other . tuHiIes 
by the number of -handbills pafted up^oii.the 
Vails .n«ar -the door. - They Cike their name, 
oot from the fign, but from the perfon who 
keepsthetit; ad Jones's, Brown's>.&c. ficcl.iAll 
(rf'thetri are- kept nearly in-^ ^me manner. 
At each houfe there are regular hoars<'fqr 
break&iljdkitler.'and^fupper, and if a tra.icller 
arrives fomewhat before the time appointedior 
any (Hie of thefe.it is in vain to call for a Se- 
parate meal for himfelf ;' he mtift wait pa- 
tiently till the- appointed hour, and then fit 
down with the other guefts that may happen 
to be in the houfe. £reak&(ls are generally 
plentifully ferved j there is tea, co&ee,- and 
different forts of bread, coM fait meat, and, 
very commonly bsfides, 'beef Aeaks, fried fiflt. 



• I have heard of Americans landing on banen part* of the 
north well cosft of Ireland, and evincing the grezteft Airprife 
and pkafure at the beauty and improved ftate Qf the countrf, 
«fo clear of trees!!" 
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&c.'&c -f*. The charge made for break&ft is 
nearly the fame as diat for dinner. 

This^'part of Maryland abounds with iron 
ore,' vrhtch is of a quality particularly well 
adapfed for calling; The ore is foood in banks 
ionear the fur&ce of the earth that there is 
3tevcr bccafion to fink, a ihaft to get at it. 
Near ^CharieftoQ there is a fmall fododery {(x 
£innciik: The cannon ajce bored by .water. As 
J:{»£ccL.by« they .were making twenty-four 
<pdnnder8*rtwo of- which;I was inforaaed . they 
£hiihcd evfiry week... The iron is extremely 
.tough.; -TCfy few of the guns burft on being 
.proved..: -■ 

. .'The Sufqueh^naah river js croOed, on the 
.way.'to Baltimore^at a ferry five miles above 
its jcntraoce into '■. the Cheikpeak. The river 
is .here about a mile and quarter wide, and 
deep enough fcu-'atiy veiTels; the banks are 
high .ftnd thickly "wooded, and the fceoery is 
gt^ad and piaurelque. A iniaU town called 
Hsv/e de Grace, which contains about forty 
houfes, ilands 6fl |hi6 river at the ftrry. A 
petition, was prefented to congreft die laA year 
to have it made a port of entry ; but at preient 

i The iindlady alwaya prefidci at the head of the table to 
make the tes, or a female Tervapt attendi for that purpofe at 
breahfafl and in the evening ; and at many taverni in tha 
country the whole of the family fit down to diiuier with the 
gneAs. 

there 
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there is Very &nie trade (AtTied on there. A 
&w-^ip$are annually buUt in the neighbour-^ 
hood. From hence to Baltimore the coun- 
fiy is extremelj -poor ; the Toil is of a yellow 
grarel mixsd with clay, and the roads- exe- 
crable. 

Baltimore is fuppofed b? contain abotit fix- 
tecn thoufand inhabitants, and though not the 
capital of the ftate, is the larged town in Mary^ 
land, and tfacmoikconliderablG place of trade 
in North Axnierica, after PhUadelphla and-New 
York. The plan of the- town is fomewhat 
&nilar to that of Philadelphia, moil of the 
ftreets croffing each other at right Wiglcs. 
The main flreet, which runs eaft and weit 
nearly, is about eighty feet widej the others are 
from forty to iixty feet. The ftrects are not 
all paVed, fo that when it rains heavily they 
are rendered almofl: impaflable, the foil being 
a ftiff ycUoW'clay, which retains the water a 
long time. On the fouth fide of the town is 
a harbour commonly called the Bafon, which 
affords about nine feet water, and is large 
enough to contun two thouiand fail of mer- 
chant vcffcls. There are wharfs and flores 
along it, the whole length of the town; but 
' ^s a particular wind is neceflary to enable (hips 
|o get out of this bafon, by iar the greater 
number of thofe which enter the port of Ba!-. 
timore Aop at a harbour which is formed by 
a nec^ 
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A neck of land near the month of the bafbo, 
called. Fell's Point, Here alio .wharfs have 
heen built, alonglide which vefTels of fix hun- 
dred tons burthen caa lie with'perfcd fafety. 
Nujnbers of perfons have been induced to fet- 
tle on this Point, in order to be contiguous to 
the ihipping. Upwards of ieven hundred 
houfes have already been built there, and re- 
■guhv ilreets laid out, with a large rqarket place. 
Theie houfes, generally ipeaking-, are con- 
iidered as a part of ^Baltimorc^ut. to all apt- 
pearance they form a Separate town, . bcz^ 
upwards of a mile diilant from the other part 
of the town. In the nfeigbbourbood,. FclFs 
Point and Baltimore! are fpoken of as diftioft 
andfcparateflaceg. . FeU's Poiotis chiefly.the 
refidencc of.isafsnng people, apd of the 
younger partners of mercantile houfes, v/ht> 
are ftationed there to attend to the ilnpping-.. 
., Tljf greater number of private houfes : i«» 
. Baltimore are., of brick, but. many, particularly 
in the flcirts of. (he town, are of wood. In 
fome of the new . ilrects a few .apjiear to;be 
.well built, but in gpoeral the houfes are fmaH, 
heavy, and inconvenient. As for the public 
buildings, there ai^ none worthy of feeing metj- 
tioncd. The churches and places for public 
worihip are ten in number j one refpeftivejy 
for EpifcopalianSf Prefbyterians, Qerman Lu- 
therans, Qerman CalvinlAs, Rffoi'me4 Ger- 
mans, 
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tnans» Nicdlites or New C^akers, Baptifts, 
Roman Catholics, and two for Methodifts. 
The Preibyterianchurch, which has lately been 
eredcd, is the beft building among them»and 
indeed the handfomeft building in town. It 
is of brick, with a portico in front fupported 
fay fix pillars of Hone. 

They have no lefs than three incorporated 
banks in this town, and the number of notes 
'iflUcd from them is fo great, as almoft to pre- 
clude the circulation of fpecie. Some of the 
notes are for as fmall a fum as a lingle dollar, 
and being much more portable than filver* 
are generally preferred. As for gold, it is 
very fcarce ; I hardly ever met with it during 
two months that I remained in Maryland. 

Amongft the inhabitants of Baltimore are 
to be found Englilh, Irifh, Scotch, and French, 
The Iriih appear to be ipoft numerous ; and 
many of the principal merchants in town are 
in the number. Since the war, a great many 
French have arrived both from France anil 
from the Weft India Iflands. With a few 
exceptions the inhabitants are all engaged in 
trade, which is clofcly attended to. They 
are moftly plain people, fociable however 
amongil themfelves, and very friendly and 
hofpitable towards Grangers. Cards and dan- 
cing are favourite amufements, both in pri- 
vate and at public aiTemblies, which are held 
every 
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tvtty fortnight. There are two theatres here* 
in which there are performances occafionally. 
The oldeftof thein, which ilands in the road to 
-Fell's Point, is moft wretched, and appears little 
better than a heapof loofe boards} for a long 
time it lay quite negleded, but has lately 
been fitted up for a company of French adors, 
the only one I evfcr heard of in the country, 
Baltimore^ like Phikdelphia^has fuffered frool 
the ravages of the yellow fever. During the 
autumn it ts generally unhealthy, and thofe 
>vho can afibrd it retire to country feats in the 
iieighbourhood, of which fomc arc moft de- 
lightfully fituated. 

From Baltimore to Wafhington, which is 
forty miles diftant, the country wears but a 
poor appearance. The foil in ibme parts con- 
fiUs of a yellow clay mixed with gravel; in 
other parts it is very Cindy, In the neighbour- 
hood of the creeks and between the hills arc 
patches of rich black earth, called Bottoms* ' 
the trees upon which grow to a large fize ; 
but where there is gravel they are very fm^l. 
The roads pafling over thefe bottoms are 
worfc than any I ever met with elfewhere. . In 
driving over one of them, near the head wa- 
ters of a branch of Patoxent river, a few days 
after a heavy fall of rain, the wheels of a fulky 
which I was in funk up to the very boxes. 

For 
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For a moment I defpaired of 1>eHig able to 
get out without afliHiance, when my horfe, 
vhich was very powerful, finding himf^f im- 
pededi threw himlelf upon his haunches, and 
difengaging his fore-feet, made a vigorous 
plunge forwards, which luckily diiengaged 
both himfelf and the fulky, and freed me 
from my embarraflinent. I was afterwards in- 
formed that General Wafliington, as he was 
going to meet congrefg a (hort time before, was 
flopped in the very fame place, 'his carriage 
finking fo deep in the mud that it vras found 
neceOary to fend to a neighbouring houfe for 
ropes and poles to extricate it. Over fome of 
the bottoms, which were abfolutely impalTable 
in their natural flate, caufeways Have been 
thrown, which arc made with, large trees laid 
fide by fide acrofs the road. For a time thefe 
cauieways afford a commodious pafiage ; but 
they do not laA long, as many of the trees 
fink into the foft foil, and others, expofed 
to the continual attrition of waggon wheels 
in a particular part, breaking afunder. In this 
ilate, full of unfeeh obftacles, it is abfolutely 
a matter of danger for a perfon unacquainted 
with the road to attempt to drive a carriage 
along it. The bridges over the creeks, co- 
vered with loofe boards, are as, bad as the 
caufeways, and totter as a carriage pafTes over. 
That 
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That the legiflature of Maryland can be fb 
jnadtive, and not take - fome ileps to repair 
diis, which is one of the principal roads in the 
ilate, the great road from north to fouth, and 
the high road to the City of Wafliington, is 
molt wonderful! 
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LETTER IV* 

Foundation of the City of WaJhingion.-^Hat 
readily agreed to by different States. — Choice 
of the Ground left to General Wajhington, 
—Circumfldnces to be conjideredin cbufng the 
Ground. — "The Spot fixed upon central to all 
the States, — Alfo remarkably advmtageoufly 
fituated for Tfade. — Nature of the Back 
Country "trdde. — Summary View oftbeprin~ 
cipal Trading Totvns in tb». United States.— 
Tbtir Profperity Jbe-wn to depend on the Back 
Country Trade. -^^Defcription of the Pa- 
towmac Rivef. — Its Connexion 'with other 
Rivers painted out. — ProdigicUs Extent of 
the. Water Communication from Wapington 
City in all ~ DireBions. — Country likely to 
ttade immediately with Wajbington.'^-Situa-^ 
tion of Wajhington. — Plan of the City.~~ 
Public Buildings.— 'Somi begun, othefs pro- 
jeSled. — Capital Prefident's Houfe. — Hotel. 
— Stone and other building Materials found 
in the Neighbowhood.— Private Houfes and 
Inhabitants at prefent in the City, — Dtf' 
ferent Opinions refpeSling the future Greats 
nefs of the City, — 'Impediments thrown in the 
WtPf of its Improvement, '^Wbat has given 
rife to this. 
MY DEAR SIR, Wafliington, NoTember, 

'T^HE City of Wafliinglon, or the Fe- 
deral City, as it is indiicriminatcly called, 
was laid out in the year 1792, and is ex- 
VoL. I. E ■ prefsly 
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prefsly defigned for being the -metropolis of 
the United States, and the feat of the federal 
government. In the year 1800 the congrcft 
is to meet there for the firit time. As the 
foundation of this city has attracted the at- 
tention of fo many people in Europe, and as 
fuch very different opinions are entertained 
about it, I Ihall, in the following pages, give 
you a brief account of its rife and progrefs. 

Shortly after the clofe of the American 
■war, confiderable numbers of the Pennfylva- 
nian line, or of the militia, with arms in 
their hands, furrounded the hall in which the 
congrefs was aifembled at Philadelphia, and 
with vehement menaces infiftcd upon imme- 
diate appropriations of money being made to 
difcharge the large arrears due to them for 
their part: fervices. The members, alarmed 
at iuch an outrage, refolved to quit a ftate 
in which they met with infult infteadof pro- 
tetition, and quickly adjourned to New York, 
where the feflion was terminated. A ihort 
time afterwards, the propriety was ftrongly 
urged in congrefs, of fixing upon fome place 
for the meeting of the legiflature, and for the 
feat of the general government, which Ihould 
be fubje^t to the laws and regulations of. the 
congrefs alone, in order that the members, in 
future, might not have to depend for their per- 
fonal fafety, and for their freedom of delibe- 
ration, upon the good or bad police of any in- 
dividual 
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dividual, itirte. This idea of malUlig the 
^lace, which fhould be cholen for the meeting ~ 
of thp legiflature, indepeudent of the partl- 
,cuUr ^ftftte to which it might belong, was fur- 
ther cprrpboratcd by the foHowing argument : 
That as the feveral ftates in the union were 
in fome meafure rivals to each other, although 
conneiSed together by certain ties, if any one of 
them was fixed iupon for the feat of the ge- 
neral ^vernment in preference, and thus raifed 
to a ftate of pre-eminence, it might perhaps 
be the occaiion of great jealoufy amongft the 
QthefSt Every perfon was convinced of the 
expediency of preferving the union of the 
ftates entire j it was apparent, therefore, that 
the greater precautions ought to be taken to 
remove every fource of jealoufy from amongft 
them, which might tend, though remotely, to 
produce a feparation. In 6ne, it was abfo^ 
jutely neceflary that the feat of government 
Ihould be made permanent, as the removal of 
the public offices and the archives from place 
to place could not but be attended with many 
and very great, inconveniences. 

However, notwithftanding this meafure ap- 
peared to be beneficial to the ifttereft of the 
union at large, it was not until after the re- 
volution, hy which the prefent federal con- * 
ftitutioh was eilabli(hed, that it was acceded 
to on the part of all the Aates. Pennfyl- 
E a vania, 
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T2ma in particular, confcious of her being * 
principal and central Aate, and therefore likely 
to be nude the feat of government if this 
new project was not carried into execution. 
. was foremof): i(i the oppofitioft. At laft fhe 
complied ; but it was only on condition that 
ithe congrcfs ihould meet at Philadelphia until 
the new city was ready for its reception, flat- 
tering hcrfelf that there would be ibmany ob- 
jcdlions afterwards to the removal of the feat 
-of government, and fo many difficulties in 
putting the projeft into execution, that it 
would finally be relinquished. To the difcri* 
minating judgment of General Wafhington, 
then prcfident, it was left to determine upon 
the fpot beft calculated for the federal city. 
After mature deliberation he fixed upon a 
fituation on the banks of the Patowmac River, 
a fituation which feems to be marked out by 
nature, not only for a large city, but cx- 
prefsly for the feat of the metropolis of the 
United States. 

In the choice of the fpot there were two 
principal confiderations : Firfl, that it Ihould 
be as central as poflible in refpeft .to every 
flate in the union } fecondly, that it fliould be 
advantageouily fituated for commerce, without 
which it could not be expeftcd that the city 
would ever be diftinguilhcd for fize or for 
fplendour; and it was to be fuppoied, that 

the 
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the people of the United States would be de* 
£n>us of having the metropolis of the coun- 
try as magnificent as it pofHbly could be; 
Thefe two eflential points are moft happily 
combined in the fpot which has been 
chofen. - . j 

The northern and fouthero extremities of 
the United States are in 46* and 3 j* north la^ 
titndc. The latitude of the new city is 38' 53' 
north; To that it is. within twenty-three minutes 
«rf^ being exactly between the two extremities; 
In no part of North America either is there a 
port fituated fofar up the country to the weft- 
ward, excepting what belongs to Great Britain 
on the river St. Lawrence, its diilance from 
the ocean being no lefs than two hundred and 
eigh^ miles. A more central iitaation could 
certainly have been fixed upon, by going fur- 
ther to the weftward -, but had this been don^ 
it muft have been an inland one, which woiild 
have been very unfavourable for trade. The 
fize of all towns in America has hitherto been 
proportionate to their trade, and particularly 
to that carried on with the back iettlements; 
Thk trade confifts in fupplying the people of 
die weftern parts of the United States, or the 
back lettlemente, with certain articles of fb* 
reign manufaAure, which they do.not find any 
interoft in fiibrtcating fcir themfelvcs at pre- 
ient ; nor is it to be fuppofed that they will, , 
E 3 'for 
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for imny j'cars to come, while land ronains 
cheap, and thefe articles can bc< imported and 
fcnt to tbem on reafonabk terms. Tiie articles 
chietfiy in demand confiil of hardware^ woollen 
cloths^ figured cottons, hofiery, haberdafliery, 
earthen ware, &c.,&c. from Engljndj coffie, 
runijfugar*, from the Weft Indies; tea, coarfe 
xnuflins, and calicoes, from: the Eaft Indies; . 
In fctucn Sot thefe articles the people of tho 
back fettlcments fend, down lor exportation 
the various kinds of prodocc which the coun- 
iry affords; wheat and.flour, furs, ikins, rice^ 
irtdigo, tobacco, pitch, tar^ ficc. &c. It is very 
evident,' therefore, that the beft fituation, for a 
trading town muft be upon a long navigable 
river, fo that the town may be open to the fea, 
Rud thus enabled to carry on a foreign tnide, 
and at the iamc time be enabled, by means of 
an extenfive water communication in an op- 
pofite diredlLon, to trade with the diOanit parts 
ofthe .country. None of the inland towns' 
have as yetincrcafdd- to a great fize. , Lan- 
caftcr, which-is the largeft in aH America, con- . 
tains only niiiA hundred hoafes, and it is- nearly 
double die-'fize of afiy other inland one. 
Neither do the fea-por^ town* flourilhy which 
pre not well fituated for cjrrrying on aitinfefl4 

_. •Sugar 18 not font vayhi. fyick into the ooDnfky.ai.it 
ia procmeii at mucb left expeme from lie mapk-tit*. ■ 
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tnAc at the £ime time. The truth^of this 
pofitioQ rauft appear obRiouGon talking, furvejr 
of the principal' towns id the United ittates. 

To begin veith Bofton, the laj^ft towA 
north .<^ New Vorlc-and^one ofthe, olHfift la 
the Uniffid States. Thotigh it has a ihO{t ex- 
cellent harbour^ and has always been inhabited 
by an enterprising ioduftrious fet of people, yet 
it is now inferior, both in fize and commerce^ 
to Bahimore, which^ was little more than the 
tefidence of a few fiiho'men thirty years ago-^ 
anddNSybecaofe there if no river inthe-neigh- 
bixubood navigable foe more than f&v«n miles, 
and flie- weftern parts of the /late of Maf- 
£ichufet8> of which it is the capitaly can be 
fupplied with commodities cairiad'up -the 
I^Mtii River' on much better terras-^j^an if 
the larae commodities were fent by land car- 
riage irom Bofton. . Neither does Bofton in- 
creafe by any means in the Tamp proportion 
as the other towns, which have an extenfiva 
trade with the people of the back fettlements. 
For the fame caufe we do ijot find that any 
of the lea-port or other towns in Rhode Ifland 
and Conne^icut are increafing very fail} on 
the contrary, Newport, the capital of the ftato 
«f Rhode Ifland,- and which has a harbour that 
is boaAed^f as being one of the beil dirough- 
out the United States, is now felling to decay, 
Newport contains about one thouCand houfes ; 
£ 4 none 
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none of the other towns between Bo£bn am] 
New York contain more than five hundred. 

We now come to New York, which cnjoya 
the double advantages of an excellent harbour 
andalarge navigable river, which opensacom-* 
munication with the interior parts of tha 
country; and here we find a fiouriftiing city, 
containing forty thoufand * inhabitants, and 
jncreafing beyond every calculation. The 
North or Hudfon Rivexiat the mouth of which 
New York ftands, is navigable from thence for 
one hundred and thirty miles in large velTels, 
and in fluops of eighty tons burthen as iar 
as Albany i fmaller ones go ilill higlwr. About 
nin^ mi)es above Albany^ the Mohawk' River 
fells into the Hudfon, by means of which. 
Wood Creek.Lake Oneiila.and Ofwego River, 
a communication is opened with Lake Ontario. 
In this route there are feveral portages, but it 
is a route which is much frequented, and 
pumb?rs of boats arc kept employed upon it 
jn carrying goods whenever the feafon is not 
too dry. In long droughts the waten &I1 fo 
inuch that. oftentimes there is not fufficient 
to float an ^mpty boat. AU thefe obiVrudions 
however may, and will one day or other, be 
remedied by the hand of art. Ofwego river, 
before it falls into Lake Ontario, communis 

• Six inhabicantj aaj he reckoned ibr cvenr hmte in th^ 
United Staifj, 
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cates with the Seneka. river, which afibrds la 
fucceflion an entrance into the lakes Cayuga, 
£en«ka, and Canadaqua. Lake Sencka, the 
largeft, is about forty miles in length ; upoii 
it there is a fchconer-ngged veflel of ieventy 
tons burdicn conftantly employed. This fhotw 
of thefc lakes are more thickly fettled than 
the other part of the adjacent country, but the 
population of the whole track lying between 
tlie rivers Genefee and Hudfon, which are 
about two hundred and fifty miles apart, is ra- 
pidly increaiing. All this country weft of the 
Hudibn River, together with that to the caft; 
comprehending the back parts of the ftates of 
Maflachulctts and Connedbcut, and ^o the 
entire of the ftate of Vefmoot, arc fupplied 
with European manu&£hires and WeA: Indian 
produce, &c. &c. by way of New York j not 
dire^y from that city, but from Albany, 
Hudibn, and other towns on the North River, 
which trade with New York, end which are 
jntermediate places for the depofit of goods 
paffing to, and coming from the back country. 
Albany, indeed, is now beginning herfelf to 
import goods .from the Wcfl: Indies ; but ilill 
the bulk of her trade is with New York. 
Nothing can ferve more to fhew the advan- 
tages which accrue to any town from an in^ 
tercourfe with the back country, than the fud- 
den pro^eis of thefe &CDndary places of trade 
Mpoa 
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upon-the North River, At Albany, the num- 
ber o£ houi*es is increafing as ia& as at -Ne.w 
York ; at prefent there are upwards of deven 
Hundred j and in Htidfon city which was onl^ 
laid out in the year 17S3, there ape nowinore 
than three hundred and twenty dwellings. 
This city is on the caftfide of the North River, 
one hundred and thirty miles above its mouth;, 
By means alio of the North River aod.La&tt 
Champlain a trade is carried 00 wichiMontEeal 
in Canada. 

But to- go* on with the furvey of the: towns 
to the fouthward: In New Jerfcy, ■tec fiiid 
Amboy, lituated at the Jiead of Raritaa Bay, 
a bay not inferior to any throughout the United 
States. The greateft encouragements alfo 
have been held out by the iUte legifiatuce to 
merchants who would fettle there; but th^ 
town, notwithflanding, remains nearly in the 
ilate it was in at the time of tbs revohition: 
ilxty houfes are all th;it it contains. New 
Brunfwick, which is built on Radtan River, 
about Micen miles above its entrance into th« 
bay, carries on a fmall inland trade witK the ad- 
jacent country j but the pripcipal part of New 
Jerfey is naturally fuppUed with foreign ma- 
jiufa^ures by New York, on the one fide, and 
by Philadelphia on die other, the towns moft 
happily fituated for the purpofe. There aro 
About two hundred boulbs in New Brunfwick, 

and 
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and about the &tne number in Trenton oa 
Delaware, the capital of the flate. 

Philadelphia, the largeft town in the union, 
has eyidentty been rai&d to that ftate of pre* 
eminence by bcr extcnlive inland commerce. 
On one fide i» the river Delaware, which, is 
navigable- in floops for thirty-five miles above 
the town, and in boats carrying eight or nino 
tone one hundred miles further. On the 
other fide is the SchuyMtilU navigable, except- 
ing at the ^Is, for ninety miles. But tbq 
country bordering upon thefe rivers is but a 
trilling part;of that which Philadelphia trades 
with. Goods are forwarded to Harrifburgb, 
» town fitu£(tcd on the Sufquehannah, and 
' &om thence ient up that river, and difperfed 
ihroughtwt the adjoining country. . The 
eaftern branch of Sulijuchannah is navigable 
for two hundred and fifty miles above Har- 
rifi>*gh. This place, which, in 1786 fcarcely 
de&rved the name of a village, now contains 
upwards of three hundred hou&s. By land car- 
riage Philadelphia alfo trades with the weftcrn 
J>arts of Penafylvania, as far as Pittfburg it- 
^lf> which is OH the Ohio, with the back of 
Virginia, and». ftrange ta tell,, with Kentucky, 
ieven hundred miles diftant. 

Philadelphia^ how,everj 4oe3 not onjoy the 
ftxcltifive trade to Virginia and Kentucky j 
fialtimore, vriuch lies more to the fouth. 
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comes in for a confiderabic Aiare, if not for 
the greateft part of it, and to that is in- 
debted for her fudden rife, and her great fu- 
pcriority over Annapolis, the capital of Mary- 
land. Annapolis, although it has a good 
harbour, and was made a port of entry as 
long ago as the year 1694, has fcarcely any 
trade now. Baltimore, fituated more in the 
heart of the country, has gradually drawn it 
all away from her. From Baltimore nearly, 
the entire of Maryland is furnilhed with Ev-^ 
ropean manufaftures. The very flourifliing 
ftate of this place has already been men- . 
tioned. 

As the Patowmac river, and the towns- 
upon it, are to come more particularly under 
notice afterwards, we may from hence pafs 
on to the other towns in Virginia. With re- 
gard to Virginia, however, it is to be ob- 
ferved, that the impolitic laws * which have 
been ena^ed in that ftaie have thrown a 
great damp upon trade ; the Virginians too 
have always been more difpofcd towards agri- 
culture than trade, fo that the towns in that 
ilate, fome of which are moft advantageoufly 
Jituated, have never increafed as they would 
have done had the county been inhabited by- 
a dif^rent kind of people, and had different 

* For fane account of them kt Letter XIII> 

laws 
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bws confequently exifted ; ftill however we 
fliall find that the moft flourishing towns in 
the ftate are thofe which are open to the fea» 
and lituated moft conveniently at the . fame 
time for trading with the people of the back . 
country. On Rappahannock River, for in- 
ftance, Tappahannock or Hobb's Hole was 
laid out at the kme time that Philadelphia 
w^. Frederickfburgh was bttitt many years 
afterwards on the fame river, but thirty miles 
higher up, and at the head of that part of it 
which was navigable for fea velTels ; the con- 
&quence of this has^ been, that Frederickf- 
burgh, from being fituated more in the heart 
of the country, is now four times as large a 
town as Hobb's Hole. 

York River, from running fo clofely to . 
James River on the one fide, and the Rap- 
pahannock on the other, does not afford a 
good fituation for a large town. The largeft 
town upon it, which is York, only contains 
fcvcnty houfes. 

Williamfturgh was formerly the capital 
of the ftate, and contains about four hundred 
houiesj but inlleadof increadng, this town is 
going to ruin, and numbers of the houfes at 
prefent are uninhabited, which is evidently 
on account of its inland fituation. There 
is no navigable flream nearer to it than one 
mile and a half, and this is only a fmall 
creek, 
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creek, which runs into James River. Riohn* 
raond, on the contrary, which is this prefeog; 
capital of the ilate, has increaied very £ilt, bc» 
caufe it flands on a large navigable river .; yeiE 
Richmond is no more than an intermediate 
^lace for the depoHt of goods pa^ng to and 
from the back country, veffels drawing more 
than fevbn ket water being unable to comf 
up to the town. 

The principal place of trade in Virginia 
is Norfolk. This town ha? a good harbouiv 
and is enabled to trade with the upper parts 
of the country, by means of James River, 
near the mouth of which it ftands. By land 
alfo a brifk trade is carried on with the back 
parts of North Carolina, for in that ftate there 
^re no towns of any importance. The en- 
trance from the fea into the rivers in that 
ilate are all impeded by fhoals and iand banks, 
none of which afford more than eleven feet 
water, and the pafTage over fome of them 'w 
very dangerous from the fand ihifting. Wil- 
mington, which is the greateft place of trade 
in it, contains only two hundred and fifty 
houfcs. In order to carry on their trade to 
North Carolina to more advantage, a canal is 
now cutting acrofs the Difmal Swamp, from 
Norfolk into Albemarle Sound, by means of 
the rivers that empty into which, a water 
communication will be opened to the remote 
8 parts 
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parts of that ftate. Added to this, Norfolk, 
from its contiguity to the Difinal Swamp, is 
enabled to fupply the Weft Indian market 
with lumber on better tenns than any other 
town in the United States. It is in con- 
fequence increafing with wonderful rapidity, 
notwithftanding the difadvantages it labours 
under from tht laws, which are fo inimical to 
commerce. At prefent it contains upw'ards 
of fire hundred houfes, which have all bcca 
built within the laft twenty years, for in the 
year 1776 the town was totally deftroyed by 
orders of Lord Dunmore, then regal governor 
of Virginia. 

Moft of the rivers in South Carolina are 
obftrufled at their mouths, much in the fame 
' manner as thofe in North Carolina; at Charlef- 
ton, however, there is a fafe and commo- 
dious harbour. From • haying fuch an ad- 
vantage, this town commands nearly tljc en- 
tire trade of the ftate in which it is fituated, 
as well as a confiderable portion of that of 
l^orth Carolina. The confequence is, that 
Charlefton ranks as the fourth commercial 
town in the;, union. There are two rivers 
which difembogue on each fide of the town. 
Cooper and Afhleyj.thefe are navigable, but 
not few- a very great diftance; however, from 
Cooper River a canal is to be cut to the 
Santee, a large navigable river which runs 
a con- 
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a co^fiderable wajr up the country. Charle^ 
ftsn has unfortunately been almofl: totally de-- 
iiroyed by fire of late, but it is rebuilding very 
faftf and will moft probably in a few years be 
larger thwi ever. 

The view that has been taken fo far is fufH- 
cient to dcmonftratc, that the prbfperity of 
the towns in the United States is dependant 
upon their trade, and principally upon that 
which is carried on with the interior parts of 
the country ; and alfo* that thole towns which 
are moft conveniently fituated for tho pur- 
pofe of carrying on this inland trade, are thole 
which enjoy the greateft (hare of it. It is 
now time to examine more particularly how 
far the fituation of the federal city is fevour- 
able, or otherwife, for commerce : to do fo, 
it will be neceflary, in the firft place, to trace 
the courfc of the Patpwmac River, on which 
it Aands,'and alfo that of the rivers with which 
it is connedled. 

The Patowmac takes its rife on the north- 
wefl fide of Alleghany Mountains, and after 
running in a meandering direction for upward* 
of four hundred mile::, ^lls into the Chelapeak 
Bay. At its confluence with the bay it is 
feven miles and a half wide; about thirty miles 
higher, at Nominy Bay, four and a half; 
at Aquia, three ; at Hallowing Point, one ani 
a half; and at Alexandria, and from thence to 

the 
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Ac federal city, it is one mile and quarter wide. 
The depth of water at its coomh is feven h- 
thoms i at St. George's Ifland, five j at Alex- 
andria, four J and from thence to Walhington, 
fcven miles diftant, three fathoms. The na- 
vigation of the Patowmac, from the Chcfapeak 
Riy to- the city, one hundred and forty miles 
diflant^ is remarkable fafe, and fo plain that 
any navigator of common abilities, that has 
<>nce iailed up the river, might venture to 
take up a veflcl drawing twelve feet water 
without a pilot. This could not be faid of! 
any odier river on the continent; from the 
St. Lawrence to the Miiliflippi, In its courfe 
it receives feveral large ftreams, the principal 
one of which falls in at the federal city. 
This river is called the Eaftern Branch of 
the Patowmac j but it fcar^cly deferves that 
name, as it extends no more than thirty mile9 
up the country. At its mouth it is nearly 
a£ wide as the main branch of the river, and 
clofe to the city the water is in many places 
thirty feet deep. Thou&nds of vcflcls might 
lie here, and flieltered from all danger, arifing 
either from frelhes, or from ice upon the brealc- , 
ing up of a Icvere winter. Thus it appears 
that the federal city is poiTefTcd of one elTential 
qualification for making it a place of impor- 
tance, namely, a good harbour, from which 
there is a K»dy paHage to the ocean ; it will 
'Vol. I. F alf* 
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alfo appear that it is well tituated tor trading 
with the interior parts of the country. 

The water in the Patowmac continijes; 
nearly the fame depth that it is oppofite to the 
city for one mile higher, where a' large rock . 
rifes up in the ihiddle of the river, on each 
fide of which there are fand-banks. It is/aid; 
that there is a deep channel between this, rock , 
and the Ihore, but it is fo intricate tliat it 
would be dangerous to attempt to take a large ^ 
veflel through it. The navigation, howeveii,^ 
is fafe to the little falls for river craft, £1^^ 
miles further on ; here a canal, which extgpdi 
two miles and a half, the length of thefpi"»ns 
or rapids, has been cut and perfeilpd, .^ich. 
opens a free palTage for' boats iis far. as the , 
great falls, which are fcven inile^ from t|ie 
others. The defcent of ,the riyer at thafe is.' 
feventy-fix feet in a mile and quarter^ hat 
it is intended to make another canal, here , 
alfo; a part of it is already cut,' and every exer- 
tion is making to have the whole comp,leIed^. 
with expedition *. From hence to Fort Cun>-. 
. bcrland, one hundred and ninety-one miles : 
above the federal city, there is a free navjga- , 
tibn, and boats are continually pafling up and,, 
down. Beyond this, the paflage in the rivei; , 
is obftrudlcd in numerous pla'ccsj" but thqfp^, 

• Fot a further drfcriptioa of tlieiePall* fee Letcer XXXI. 
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&. poflibility of opening it» and as ibon as the 
company formed for the purpofe have fuffi- 
cicnt funds, it will certainly be done. Front 
the place up to which it is aflerted the paf- 
lage of the Patowmac can be opened, the 
dlflance acrofs land to Cheat River is only 
thirty-ftiven miles. This laft river is rot at 
prefent navigable. For more than iifty niUes 
above its mouthj bjt.it can be reaJered Co 
for boats, and fo far up that there. will only be 
the fhort portage tbat I have mentioned be- 
tween the navigable, waters of the two riv- 
ers. Things afe only, great or fmall by com- 
pafifori, and a portage of thirty-feven miles 
will be thought a very ihort one, when found 
to be the only interruption to an inland navi- 
gation of upwards of two thoufand feven hun- . 
dred miles, of which two thoufand one hun- ' 
dred and eighty-three are down ftrcam. Cheat 
River is two hundred yards wide at its mouth, . 
and falls into the Monongahela,. which rUns 
on to f ittfburgh, and there receives the Al- 
leghany River ; united they form the Ohio* 
which after a courfe of one thoufand one 
bundled and eighty-three miles, during which 
it receives twenty-four other confiderable 
rivers, fome of them fix hundred yards wide at 
the mouth, and navigable for hundreds of 
miles up the country, empties itfclf into the 
MiiBHippi. 

Fa If 
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If we trace the water communication in 
an oppolite diref^ion, its prodigious extent will 
be a ftill greater fubjeiS of aftoniihmcnt. 
By afcending the Alleghany River from Pittf- 
burgh as far as French Creek» and afterwards 
this latter ftream, you come to Fort le Bceuf, 
This place is within fifteen otiles of Prcfqu* 
Ille, a town fituated upon Lake Ert^ which 
has. a harbour capable of admitting veftels 
drawing nine feet water. Or you may get 
upon the lake by afcending the Great Miami 
River, which falls into the Ohio five hundred 
and fifty miles below Pittsburgh. From the 
Great Miami there is a portage of nine iniles 
only to Sandufky River, which runs Into 
Lake Erie. It is moft probable, however, 
that whatever intercourfe there may be be- 
tween the lakes and the federal city. It will 
be kept up by means of the Alleghany River 
and French Creek, rather than by the Miami, 
as in the lafl cafe it would be neccflary to 
combat againft the ftream of the Ohio, for 
five hundred and fifty miles, avery feriou&ob- 
jeft of confideration. 

Lake Erie is three hundred miles in length, 
and ninety in breadth, and there is a free com- 
munication between it. Lake Huron, and 
Lake Michigan. Lake Huron is upwards of 
one thoufand miles in circum ference ; Michi- 
gan is fomevvhat fmaller. Numbers of large 
rivers 
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rivers fall into thefe lakes, after having 
watered immenie trafts of country in various 
directions. Some of thefe rivers too are con- 
nected in a mofl lingular manner with others, 
which ran in a courfe totally diiferent. For 
inftance, after palling over the Lakes Erie, St, 
Clair, and Michigan, to the head of Puan's 
Bay, you come to Fox River; from hence 
there is a portage of three miles only to 
Ouifconling River, which empties itielf iato 
the Mifliflippi; and in the fall of theyear,|when 
the waters are high, and the rivers overflow, 
it is oftentimes poffible to pafs from Fox River 
to Ouifcpnfing River without ever getting out 
of a canoe. Thus, excepting a portage of 
three miles only at the moft, it is poffible to 
go the whole way by water from Preftju' Ifle, 
on Lake Erie, to New Orleans, at the inouth 
of the Miiliinppi, a diftance of near four thou- 
fand miles. It would be an cndlefs tafk to 
trace the water communication in every fli- 
re€lion. By a portage-of nine miles at the 
Falls of Niagara, the navigation of Lake On- 
tario and the St. Lawrenc;e is opened on 
one fide, and at the other that of Lake Su- 
pcriOT, by a ftill fliorter portage at the Falls 
of St. Mary. This laft lake, which is at leaft 
fifteen hundred miles in circumference, is fup- 
plicd by no lefs than forty rivers j and be- 
yond it the water communication extends fo< 
F 3 hundredt 
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hundreds of miles farther on, through t^a 
Lake of the Woods to Lake Winnipeg, whicli 
is ftill larger than thdt of Superior. 

But fuppofing that the immenfe regions 
bordering upon thcfe lakes and rivers were 
already peopled, it is not to be concluded, that 
becaufe they are connetSed by water with the 
Patowmac, the federal citymuft neceflarily be 
the mart for the various produdions of the 
whole country. There are different fea ports 
to which the inhabitants will trade, according 
to the fituation of each particular part of the 
ccuntry. Quebec, pn the river St. Lawrence, 
will be one; New York, connefted as has 
been Ihewn with Lake Ontario, another; and 
New Orleans at the hiouth of the Mifliffippi, 
which by the late treaty with Spain has been 
made a free port, a third. The federal city 
will come in alfo for its fharc, and what this 
ihare will be it now remains to afcertajn. 

Situated upon the banks of the Patowmac, 
there arc already two towns, and both in the 
vicinity of the federal city. George Town, 
which contains about two hundred and fifty 
houfcs; and Alexandria, with double the num- 
ber. The former of thefe flands about one 
mile above the city, nearly oppofite the large 
rock in the river, which has been fpbken of ^ 
the latter, feven miles below it. Confiderablc 
quantities of produce arc already fent down the 
Patowmac 
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Patowmac to each of thefe towns, and the 
people in the country arc beginning to look 
fhither in return for a part of their fupply of 
foreign manufaaures. It has been maintained, 
therefore, that thefe two places, already in 
the praiftice of trading with the back fcttlers, 
will draw the greater part of the country 
trade to themfelves, to the prejudice of the 
/ederal city. Both thele towns have as great 
advantages in point of fituation as the city; 
the intereils of the three places therefore muft 
unqueftionably for a time clafh together. It 
pan hardly be doubted, however, but that the 
federal city will in a few years completely 
^clipfe the other two. George Town can far- 
ijilli the people of the back country with fo- 
reign manufactures, at fecond hand only, from 
Baltimore and Philadelphia ; Alexandria im- 
ports diredly from Europe, but on a very con- 
traded fcale: more than two thirds of the 
goods which are fent from thence to the back 
country are procured in the fame manner as 
at George Town. In neither plac? arc there 
merchants with large capitals? nor have the 
banks, of which there is one in each town, 
fufRcient funds to afford them much afliftance ; 
but merchants with large capitals are pre- 
paring to move to the city. As foon alfo as 
the feat of government is fixed there, the na- 
tion^ bank, or at lea fl a large branch. of it, 
F4 'will 
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will be eftabli(hcd at the fame time } thi« cir« 
cumftance alone will aiford the people of diQ 
city a decided advantage over thofe of AIoc-^ 
ftndria and George Town. Added to all* 
both thefe towns are in the territory of Co- 
lumbia, that is, in the diitrii^ of ten miles 
round the city which is to be fubjei^ to the 
laws and regulations of congrefs alone i it may 
be, therefore, that encouragements will be 
held out by congrefs to thofc who fettle in thQ 
city, which will be refufed to fuch as go to 
any other part of the territory. Although 
Alexandria and George Town, then, may rival 
the city while it is in its infancy, yet it cannot 
be imagined that either of them will be able 
to cope with it in the end. The probable 
trade of the city may for this reafon be fpoken 
of as if neither of the other places exifted. 

It may be taken for granted, in the firft 
place, that the whole of the coimtry bordering 
upon thePatowmac river,and upon thofe rivers 
which iall into it, will trade with the city of 
Wafhington. In tracing the conrfe of the 
Patowmac all thefe rivers were notcnumcratedj 
a better idea of them may be bad from an in- 
fpeftion of the map. Shenandoah, which is 
the longeft, is not navigable at prefcnt ; but 
it has been furveyed, and the company for 
improving the navigation of the Patowroaq 
have Aated ^at it c^n be made fo for one bun- 
» dred 
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drbd miles. This would be coming veiy near 
to StauntoDj behind the Blue Mountains, anit 
which is on the high roa4 from Kentuckj^ 
and from the pew ftate of TenelTee, to the 
city of Philadelphia. Frankfort, the capital oS 
the former of thefe ftates, is nearly eight hnn* 
drcd miles from Philadelphia 1 Knoxvillc, 
that of the other, fevcn hundred and twentjr-r 
eight. Both the& towns draw their fiipplics 
of foreign maou&i^uret from Philadelphia, and 
by landcarriage* Suppofing then that the na-* 
vigauon of ^e Shenandoah Ibould be per* 
fe<^ed, there would be a &ving of four hundred 
«nd thir^-fiz miles of land carriage from going 
to WaHiington by the Shenandoah and Pa-< 
townoac inlhad of going to Pbiladelj^ia ; fuch 
« faving, it might be imagined, would draw 
|he whUe of this trade to Waihington. Whe- 
ther the two weftem fiates, Kentucky and 
Teneflce, will trade to New Orleans or not, 
at a future day, in preference to any erf* the^ 
places, will be inveil^ted prefently. 

By means of Cheat and Monong^hela rivers 
It lus been fhewn, that an opening may be 
obtained to Pittsburgh, This will be a route 
pf about ibor hundred and fifty miles from 
Waihington, £nd in it there will be one port-_ 
fgCt from the Patowmac to Cheat River, of 
tbir^-levcn nules, and perhaps two or three 
Others ; but th^ wijl be all vfsry fmgll. It 

has 
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has been afcertained beyond doubt, that tKe 
Pittsburgh merchant can havehis goods con-i 
veyed from New York, by means at the Hud-, 
fon and Mohawk rivers, to Ofwego, and from 
thence by the lakes Ontario and Erie; and the 
Alleghany River, to Pittfburgh.for one third 
of the fum which it cofts him to tranfport them 
by land from Phihdel'phia. He prefers gettirig 
them by land', bedaafe the route' from' New 
York is uncertain ; hfs goods may be loft, 05- 
daniaged,or delayed months beyond the tipic he 
expeds them." P/otn Hudfon River to the 
Mohawk is aportige often miles, or there- 
abouts ;' and before' they can get to Ofwego are 
two or three more.- At Ofwego the jgoods 
muft be (hipped on board a velTel fnitable for 
navigating the .lakes, wliere they are expofed 
to tempefts and contrar/ winds. At the Fall^ 
of Niagara is a poTthge of nine miles more j 
the goods muft here be ftiipped again on board 
a vcffcl on Lake Erie, and after ^r^iving at 
Prefqu' lile mdft %e conveyed over another 
portage preparatory to their beiii°[' laden in a 
boat upon the Alleghany River. The whole 
of this route, froni Nc'.v York to'Pittfljurgh; 
is about eight hundred miles ; that from the' 
federal city not much more than half the dif- 
tance ; if therefore the merchant at Pittfburgh 
can get his goods conveyed from New York 
for one third of what he pays for the carriage 

of 
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erf" them by land from Philadelphia, he ought 
pot to pay more than one fixth of the fum for 
their carriage from the federal city ; it is to 
be concluded, therefore, diat he will avail 
himfelf of the latter route, as there will be no 
objedlion to it oi) account of any uncertainty 
in the mode of conveyance, arifing from ilorros 
^nd contrary winds. 

The people in pittfcurgh, and the \veftem 
iCountry along the waters of the Ohio, draw 
their fupplies ironi Philadelphia and Baltr- 
piorej but they fend the produftions of*the 
country, which would be too bulky for land 
carriage, down the Ohio and Miffiflippi to 
New Orleans. From Pittsburgh to New Or- 
leans the diftance is two' thoufand one hunr 
dred and eighty-^hrec miles. On an average 
it takes about twenty-eight days to go down 
there with the flream ; but to return by water 
it takes from fixty days to three months. The 
pailage back is very laborious as well as tedi- 
ous; on which account they feldom think <^ 
bringing back boats which are fent down from 
Pittlburgh, but on arriving at New Orleans 
fhcy are broken up, and theplank fold. Thefe 
))oats are built on the cheapeil conilruiflion, 
and exprefily for the purpofe of going down 
Afcam. The men get back the bcft way 
they can, generally in (hips bound from New 
Orleans to the fouthern ftatcs, and from thence 
home 
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home by land. Now, if the paflagc from the 
Ohio to the Patowmac is opened, it cannot be 
iuppofed that the people in Pittfburgh and the 
vicinity will continue thus to fend the produce 
down to Orleans^ from whence they cannot 
bring any thing in return ; they will naturally 
^nd to the federal city» from whence they can 
draw the fupplies they are in want of. and 
which is fo much nearer to them* that whei> 
the navigation is perfected it will be poiHble 
to go there and back again in the fame tim6 
that it requires merely to go down to New 
Of leans. 

But although the people of that coimtry 
which borders upon the Ohio and its waters,, 
in the vicinage of Pitt(burgh, may have an in- 
tcrcft in trading to the federal city, yet thofe 
who live towards the mouth of tliat river will 
£nd an intereft equally great in trading to New 
Orleans, for the Ohio River is no lefs than 
clcvenhundred and eighty-three miles in length. 
How ^ down upon the Ohio a commercial, 
intercogrfc will be kept up with the city, wiU 
moft probably be determined by other cir- 
cumftances than that of di^ance alone ; it may 
depend upon the demand there may be at one 
cr other port for particular articles, &c. &c. i 
it may alfo depend upon the feafon; for at re- 
gular periods there are floods in the MiOi-* 
^ippi, and alfo in the Ohio, which make a 
great 
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great diitercnce in the time of afcending and 
defceiiding thefe rivers. The floods in the 
Mifliflippi are occafioned by the diflblution of 
the immenfe bodies of fnow and ice accoma-^ - 
lated during winter in thofc northern regioas 
through which the river pafles ; they arc alfo 
very regular, beginning in the month of March 
and fubfiding in July. Thofe in the Ohio 
take place between Chriftinas and May ; bul 
they are not regular and fteady like thofc of 
the MifTiflippi, for the .water rifes and fells 
many times in the courfe of; the feafon. Thcfo 
floods are occafioned by heavy Jalk of rain in 
the 'begionning of winter, as well as by the 
thawing of the ice. 

The Miffifilppi has a very winding courfe ♦, 
and at ev^ry bend there is an eddy in the 
water. Thefe eddies are always ftrongeft 
during the inundations^ confequently it is then 
a much lefs difficult tafk to afcend the rirer. ' 
With the Ohio, however, it is direftly the re- 

* In the year i72>, u a party of Canadiam trer;. golos 
down the tim, they found at one place fuch a bend in it, that 
akbongh the difiaocc acrafi land, from one part of the rirer to 
the other, ms not more pcrhap* than two hundred yard^, yet 
by water it waa no lefs than forty miles — The Canadian* cut 
> trench acrols-the land Ibr curiofity— The foil bordering upon 
dK MiS^pi is remarkably rich ind fofc, and the current 
being &n*s, the river in a Oiorc tiniB forced a new pallage for 
itfclf. and the Canadians took their boat tiirongh it. This 
place is called Poinie Coupee. There are many fimilar bend* 
in the livcr at prefcnt^ bat wae fo great, 

verfej 
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' verfci there are no eddies in the river j where-* 
fore floods are found to ftcilitate the paflagc 
downwards, but to render that againft the' 
ftream diflicult. 

Suppofing, however^ the feafofi favourable' 
for the navigation of the Mifiiffippi, and alitf 
for the navigation of the Ohio, which it might 
weli-be at the fame time, then Louifville, irf ' 
Kentucky, is the place through which the line 
tn^y be drawn that Will feparate as nearly as 
poffible the country naturally connefted with " 
Wafhiugton from that appertaining to New 
Orleans; It takes twenty days, on an avcragCy 
at- the mo(l favourable feafon, to go from 
Louifville to New Orleans, arid' *to return, * 
fojty i .which in the whole makes fixty days. 
From the rapids in the Ohio, clofe to which ■ 
Louifffillc is lituated, to Pitt{burgh,the diftancc 
is fcven hundred and three miles; fo that at 
the rate-of thirty miles a day, which is a mo- 
derate computation,' it would require' twenty-' 
four days to go there. From Pittfburgh to the 
Patov/mac the diftance is one hundred and 
fixty miles againfl: the ftream, which at the 
fame rate, and allowing time for thc'pbrtages, 
would take feven days more, ajiid. two hundred 
and ninety miles down the Patowmac, afe fixty 
miles per day, would require five* days : this 
is allowing thirty-five days for going, and com- 
puting the time for returrting at the fame rate, 

that 
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^iai is thirty mites agaiaft t}ie ilreafn^ and * 
Cxty miles witji the ftreuni) each day, it w^d 
amount to4vv€n^y~tiv9;,dayE, :which>-addedi to- 
^ time pf- going, ir^k^ iD.,(he whole ;fifty«. 
n^e dayis; ifthc.odd d»y,^,aUowed fur bon« 
tiagenciefi, . tlvs paffage. t^ ^and ■ from, th^ «wo 
places wpuld .t^en be, ui^ilAly alike. Jt is fair 
then to conclude, that ^.:the demand, jtt.'tHft 
%ic;ral.cify fot,.«untFy -.produce b^ feqteH/-. 
great as at New Orleans, and.thei:e,Jti}pj:^a^;, 
foB to iay--why.it.fliqul(i;itpt,-;the-whole ofi^e 
produce of that-couptry, ■w^igh lids c^Hg^r- : 
ous to the OhiOj^andthe nv^Srj^lli/ig',in|g'lt^/ 
as far down as'LouifviUe iQH^tUf:ky^.MAl]sJjb/ 
fcnt to the former of thefe plac;^ s. 3^^i«.JrtuSji 
is_ feven hundred miles- in length* and froxgs^ 
one hundrt^ to Xwo hundred miles in breadtljici 
Added to this, the whole of tjiat'Country.i)«qgj., 
near the Alleghany River, smd- the ftre^fl^n 
ih^t, run ^to i,. niuft naturally, be , fuppligjkj 
from tbe city j a great part of the. country fcft^^ 
deqrig upqal-ake Eric, nc^r Pre£qu' Iflej^majt,); 
Ukcwifc be included-. ... .1, ^ -,...,- 

Coqfidering the . vailncfs -of. jhe territoiyp j^ 
which is thus opened to, (he: federal .^g^r j^^^i 
means of a water communicatioji ;;f onfi4ei;iftgij 
that it is capable, from the fa tiJity cf it$.3^i5^ , •, 
of maintaining three times thp number <jf ii^. ■. 
habitants that are to be ii?ufid aj^refent la «U {' 
the United Statesji i^ndjh^^it^is advancing ivt - 
'"■' *■ the 
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the prefenc time more rapidly in populatl^ 
than any other part of the whole continent f 
diere is a good foundation for thinking tliat the 
federal city, as foon as the navigation is per- 
fe^d, vtillincrcafe moft rapidly; and that at 
a future day, if the afikifs of the United States ' 
go on -as profperoufiy as they have done, it 
will become Uk grand emporium of the weft, 
and rival in nugnitude and iplendor the cities 
bftheold^rorld. 

The city is laid out (Hi a neck of land be- 
tween the forks formed by the eaftern and 
weftem or main branch of Patowmac River. 
This neck of land, together with an adjacent 
tomtory, which is in the whole ten miles fquare, 
■was ceded to congrefs by the ftates of Mary- 
land and Virginia. The ground on which the ' 
aif immediately ftands was the property of 
.jMivatc- individuals, who readily- relinquiflied 
their claim to one half of it in fevour of con- 
grefs, confciouS that the value of what was 
fcft to them would incrcafe, and amply com- 
penfate them for their lofs. The profits ' 
ftr^hg from the fale that part of ivhich has 
thus beeil ceded to congrefs will be fuffi- ' 
cient, it is expected, to pay for the public ' 
buildings, for the Watering of the city, and 
alfo for paving and lighting of the itreets. 
The plan of the <aty was drawn by a French- 
man of the name of L'Enfant, and is on a 

fcale 
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fcale well fuited to the extent of the country, 
tone thoufsuid two hundred mites in lengthy 
and one thouland in breadth^ of which it is 
to be the metropolis j for the ground already 
inarked out for it is no lefs than fourteen 
miles in ' circumference. The ftrects run 
north, foutb, eafl, and weft ; bat to prevent 
that ^meneis necelTarily enfuing from the 
fireets all croiling «ach other at right angles, 
a number of avenues are laid out in different 
part* of the city, which ran tranfverfcly ; 
aod in feveral places, where thefe avenues in- 
terfedt each other, are to be hollow fquares; 
The ibeetsj which crofs each other at right 
angles, are from ninety to one hundred feat 
wide, the avenues one hundred and fixty feet. 
One ot thefe is named after each itate, and a 
bollbW iquare alfo allotted to each, as a 
fuitable place for fltatuesi columns^ &c. which. 
It a future period^ the people 'of any one of 
thefe flatea may wifh to eredl to the me> 
moiy of great men that nlay appear in the 
country. On a fmall eminence, due weil o( 
the capitol, is to be an equeftrun flatae of 
General Wartiington. 

The capitol is now building upon the moft 
tlevated fpot of ground in the city, which 
happens to be in a very central tituatien. 
From this fpot there is a complete view of 
tvery part of the city, and alfo of the ad- 
, Vol* I, G jacent 
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jaccnt country. In the capitol are to be 
fpacious apartments for the accommodatioQ 
of congrefsj in it alfo are to be the princi- 
pal public offices in the executive department 
of tlic government, togcthei' with the coucts 
of jufticc. The plan on which this building 
is begun is grand andextenfive; the expenfe 
of building it is eftimatcd at 3. million of dol- 
lars,' equal to two hundred and IWenty-five 
thoufand pounds fterling. 

'the houfe for the .refidence of the prefident 
'ftands north-weft of the capitol, at the diftancc 
of about one mile and a half. It is £tuated 
apon a rifing ground not far from the Pa- 
towmac, and commands amoft beautiful prof- 
pcftof the river, and of the rirfi country be- 
yond it.-' One hundred acres of ground, lb- 
wards- the fiver, are left adjoining to the 
houfe for pleafure grounds. South of this 
there is to be a large park or mall, which' is 
to run in an eafterly diredlion from the river 
to the Capitol. The buildings oii either fide 
.of thifi toail are all tobe elegant in their 
kind J amongft the number it is .propofed to 
have houfcs built at the public expenfe for 
the accomuiodation of the foreign minifters, 
&c. On the eaftern branch a targe fpot is kid 
oiat for a marine hofpital and -gardens. Va- 
rious other parts are appointed fpr chutches-, 
theatres, colleges, &c. -The ground irt ge- 
■ ■ ■ ' ■ ncral» 
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heral, ^thiti thoiinuts ofthe city, is agree- 
-ably Undulated ; but none of the riiijigs are 
ib great as to become objefts of inconvenience 
in a town. The foil is chiefly of a yellowifli 
clay mixed with gravel. TheiK arc. numbcis 
of cjKrcllent fprings ia the city, and water is 
readily had in inoft places by ihgging wells. 
licEc are two ilreams likewife, which run 
through the city, Reedy Branch and Tiber 
O-cck.* The perpendicular height of the 
foutce of the latter, above the level of the tide, 
is two hundred and thirty-fix feet. 

By the regulations publilhed, it Was fettled 
that all the hoiiles ihould be built of bfick 
<ir ilonej the walls to be thirty ^t high, 
jtud to be buUt parallel to the line of the 
Arefet, but either upon it or withdrawn from 
i^' as iiiited the tafte of ^e builder. How- 
crer^numbersof wooden habitaitiDQS have been 
^uflt; but the,Ji£F«rent owners have all been 
cautioned againi); confidering' them as perma- 
nent. They are to be allo^yed for a certain 
tcrtD only, at^ ^hea.deftr6yed. Three com- 

* tJpon the granting pofloHion of wade lands ta anyperfon, 
tomnonly trailed the ^ar/M ofhnds. It isufuil to gire par- 
WOUb names to dtftsent '^pots, tnd abb to the creein and 
pvm. Ob the tfrigioal location of tha ground now allotted 
for tluJeu of the federal city, this creek leceivcd the name, of 
Vihet Crf ek, and ^e identical fpot of groand on which the 
Ui»Mlno«r fl«Q6L'K'4i csl^ed Rome. Thia anecdote u related 
Ity Auny u A ontaiu prognoftic of the future magnificence of 
tbit ciiy, whicli fi to he, ai it were, a fecond Roma. 

G 2 miffion- 
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miflioners> who refide oa the ipot« are ap» 
pointed by the prefident, with a falary, for the 
purpofe of fuperintending the pubUc and 
other buildings* and regulating every thing 
pertaining to the city. 

The only public buildings carrying on as 
ye^ arc the prefident's houfe, the capitol,' and 
a large hotel. The prefident's houicj which 
is nearly completed on the outfide^ is two 
itories high, and built of free ftone. The 
.principal room in it is of an oval form. This 
is undoubtedly the handfomeft building in the 
■country, and the architeiSucc of it is much 
lextolled by thevpeople, who have never iecn 
any tiling fuperior-; but it will not bear a cii^ 
tical examination." Many perfons find -feult 
with it, as being too large and too fplehdid for 
Ac refidence of any one perfon in a repabU^ 
can country ; and' certainly it is a ridiculont 
iiabitation for a man who receives a Cxhuy 
that amounts »o no more than. j^. 5,625 Utr-^ 
ling per annum, and in a country where th« 
expenccR of living are far greater than -the^ 
are even in London, 

The hotel is a large building of brick.'ojr^ 
namented with flone ; it ftands between, the 
prefident's houfe and the capitol. In the be- 
ginning of the year 1796, when I la{l iaw i4^ 
it was roofed in, and every exertion making to 
have it finilhcd with the utmdil' expedition. 

It 
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Jt is any thing but beautiful. The ca,TvtoI, 
ft the fame period, was Faifed only a very 
little way above the foundation. 

The itone> whidi the preiident's boufe is 
built with> and fuch as will be u&d for all the 
public buildings, is very fimilar in appearance 
to that fbuad at Portland in England ; but I 
was inforoied by one of the fculptors, who 
had frequently worked the Portland flone in 
England, that it is of a much fuperior qua- 
il^, as it will bear to be cut as iine as mar- 
ble, and is not liable to be injured by rain or 
ftoft. On the banks of the Patowmac th^ 
have inexhaudible quarries of this ftone } good 
ipecimens of common marble have alfo been ' 
found ; and there is in various parts of the 
river abundance of exceUent flate, paving Aone, 
and lime ftone. Good coal may alfo be had. 

The private houfes are all plain buildings ; 
moft of them have been built on fpeculation» 
and ftill remain empty. The greateft num- 
ber, at' any one place, is at Green Leafs 
Point, on the main river, juft above the en- 
trance of the eaflern branch. This fpot has 
been looked upon by many as the mod con- 
venient one for trade j but others prefer the 
&ore of the eaftern branch, on account of the 
fuperiority of the harbour, and the great depth 
of the water near the fliore. There are 
leveral other fevourite fituations, the choice 
G3 of 
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of any one of which is a mere matter of fpe- 
cuktion at preferit. Some build near the .ca« 
pitol, as the ipoft conveniept place fpr the 
refidence of members of congrefs* i<wne near 
the prefldeot's houfe j others. again pr^ler the 
weft end of the city, in the neighbourhood of 
George Town, thinking that as trade is al- 
ready eAabliflied in that place, it piuft be from 
thence that it will extend into the city. Were 
the houfes that have been built fituated in onQ 
place all together, they would make a very 
refpedable appearance, but fcattered about as 
they are, a fpedlator can fcarcely perceive any 
thing like a town. Excepting the ftrcets-and 
^venues, and a fmall part of the ground ad- 
joining the public buildings, the whole placo 
is covered with trees. To be under the nc- 
ceifity of going through a deep wood for one 
or two miles, perhaps, in order to fee a next 
door neighbour, and in the fame city, is a cu- 
rious, and, I believe, a novel circumftance. 
The number of inhabitants in the city,, in the 
fpring of 1796, amounted to about five thou^ 
fand, including artificers, who formed by hr 
the largeft part of that number. Numbers 
of ftrangcrs arc continually paffing and re- 
pailing through a place which afibrds fuch aa 
pxteofive field for fpcculation. 

In addition to what has already been faid 

Upon the fubjed, I have only to obferve, that 

* notwith- 
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notwithilanding all that has been doqe at th« 
city^and the large fums of money which have 
been expended, there are numbers of people 
in the United States, living to the north of th? 
Patqwmac, particularly in Philadelphia, who 
arc ftill very adverfe to the removal of the feat 
of government thither, and are doing all in 
their power to check the progrcfs of the build- 
ings in the city, and to prevent the congrefs 
^m meeting there at the appointed time. In 
the ipring of 1 796, when I was laft on the fpot, 
the building of the capitol was abfolutely at 
a ftand for want of money ; the public lots 
were at a very low price, and the commifiioner* 
were unwilling to difpofc of them j in con- 
Jeqt^ence they made an application to con-, 
grefs, praying the houfe to guaranty a loan of 
three hundred thoufend dollars, without which 
thpy could not go on with the public buildings, 
except they difpofed of the lots to great dif- 
ffdvantage, and to the ultimate injury of the 
city ; fo ftrong, however, was the oppofition, 
that thp petition was fuffered to lie on the 
table unattended to for many weeks j nor was 
the prayer of it complied with yntila number 
of gentlemen, that were very deeply iatercftcd 
in the improvement of the city, went round 
to the different members, and made intcrcft . 
with them in pcrfon to give their aflent to the 
meaibi^. Thefepeople,whoareoppofedtothe 
building of the city of Wafliington maintain, 
G 4 that 

L, ,z,;i.,C00g[c 



ftS TRAVELS THROUGH NORTH AMERICA: 
that it can never become a town of any imv 
portance, and that all iuch as think to the 
contrary have been led aftray by the reprefcu- 
tations of a few cnthufiaftic peribns j they go 
fo far even as to alTert, that the people to the 
eaftward will never fubmit to fee the feat of 
government removed fo hr from them, and 
the congrefs alTembled in a place little better 
than a foreft, where it will be impoflible to 
procure information upon commercial points j 
finally, they infift, that if the removal from 
Philadelphia (hould take place, a icparatton of 
the ftates will inevitably follow. This is the 
language held forth ; but their oppo0tion in 
reality arifcs from that jealouly which narrow 
minded people in trade are but too apt to en- 
tertain of each other when their intercfts clafh 
together. Thefe people wifli to crufti the city 
of Waihington while it is yet in its in^cy, 
becaufe they know, that if the feat of govern- 
ment is transferred thither, the place will 
thrive, and enjoya conliderable portion of that 
trade which is centered at prcfent ip Philadel- 
phia, Baltimore, and New York. It is idle, 
however, to imagine that this will injure their 
different townS} on the contrary, although 4 
portion of that trade which they enjoy at prc- 
fent fhould be drawn from them, yet the in- 
creafe of population in that part of the coun- 
Itry, which they muft naturally fupply, will be 

fiicl) 
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fuch, that their trade on the whole will, in al} 
probability, bp &uod &r more jsxtenfive afttr 
the federal ci^ is eilablifhed than it eyer ^as 
befere. 

A large majority, however, of rfie people !a 
the United States is deiirous that the removal 
c^ the ieat of government ihould take place ; 
ftnd th»e is little doubt that it wUI take place 
at the appointed time. The dlfcontents in- 
deed> ^icb an oppofite meafure wouM give 
riC^ to in the foath could not but be alarming, 
and if they did not occafion a total feparation 
of the Southern from the nordiem flates, yet 
they would certainly materially dcftroy thai; 
luuinony whid) has hidferto exiiled between 
l^em. 
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LETTER V. 

Some Account rf Alexandria. — Mount VernoKt 
tke Stat of General, iVajhmgt'on. — Difficulty 
.'^ Jinking tb» Way thither through the fVoods, 
•^Defcrtption of the Mount, and of the Viewt 
from st.—rDefcription of the flfiuje and 
Grouadi. — Staves at Mount Vernon. — 
Thoughts thereon. — ji Perfon at Mmnt Fer-f 
nort t<i attend to Strangers,-~'Return to Wajh^ 
fBgton, 

MY DEAR SIR. Waaington, I>ecembeT. 

"CROM Wafhingtoa I propecded to Alex- 
andria, feven miles lower down the rivw, 
which is one of the neateft towns in the United 
States, The houfes arc moftly brick, and 
many of them are extremely well built. The 
jlreets interfci^ each other at right angles j 
they are commodious and well paved. NinQ 
miles below this place, on the banks of the 
Patowmac, Hands Mount Vernon, the feat of 
General Wafhington^ the way to it, however, 
from Alexandria, by land, is confiderably far-* 
ther, on account of the numerous creeks which 
fall into the Patowmac, and the mouths of 
which it is impoifible to pafs near to. 

Very thick woods remain ftanding within 

four or five miles of the place ; the roads 

through 
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through them are very bad, and fo many of 
them crofs one another in different direftions, 
that it is a matter of very great difficalty to 
find cut the right one. • I fer out from Alex- 
andria with a gentleman who thought himfelf 
pcrfeftiy well acquainted with the way; had 
he been (o, there was ample time to have 
reached Mount Vernon before the clofe of the 
day, but night overtook us wandering aboiit 
in the woods. We did not perceive the vef- 
tige of a human being to fet us right, and we 
were preparing to pafs the night in the car-* 
riage, when luckily a light appeared at fomc 
diftance through the trees i it was from a fmall 
^rmhoufe, the only one in the way for feveral 
miles; and having made our way to it, partly 
in the carriage, partly on foot, we hired a ne- 
gro for a guide, who condufted us to the place 
of our deftination in about an hour. The next 
morning 1 heard of a gentleman, who, a day or 
two preceding, had been from ten o'clock in 
ttie morning till four in the afternoon on horfe- 
back, unable to find out the place, although 
within three or four miles o£ it the whole 
time. 

The Mount is a high part of the bank of 
the river, which rifes very abruptly about two 
hundred feet above the level of the water. 
The river before it is three miles wide, and 
pi> the oppofite fide it forms a bay about the 
lame 
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lame breadth, which extends for a confidera-* 
fcle diftance up the country. This, at iirft 
fight, appears to be a continuation of the 
river i but the Patmvmac takes a very fuddcn 
turn to the left, two or tlirce miles above the 
lioBft, and is quickly loft to the view. Down^ 
wards, to the right, there is a prefpeft of it 
jbr twelve miles. The Maryland fliore, on 
the oppofite lidCf is beautifully diverlified with 
lulk, which are moftly covered with wood i 
. ic many places, however, little patches (^cul- 
tivated groundappear,orn^ented with houifes. 
The fcenery sUogcther Js moft delightful. 
The boufe, which fbnds about tixty yards from 
the edge of the Mount, is of wood, cut and 
patnticd ft) as to refemble hewn ftone. The 
rear is towards the river, at which tide is a 
portico of ninety-fix feet in length, fupport^d 
by eight- pillars. The front k uniform, and at 
s diftance looks tolerably well. The dwel-* 
ling houie is in the center, and communicates 
with the wings on either fide, by means erf 
covered ways, running in a curved dire^ion. 
Behind thefe wings, on the one fide, are the 
dtf^rent offices belonging to the houfe,. and 
alfo to the farm, and on the other, the cabins 
ioT the Slaves*. In front, the Woadth of this 
whole 

. * T^efe are zmaiigft the. firA of Ok buUdiugs whick ar^ 

fccDOii coming to Momit Vernon; and it b not without 

tlloiiiQiment 
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4i 6 ij N T V E R N N. ^ 

ivWile buildmg/is a, lawn with-a-gravel walk 

loand it, planted^ y^^^ trees, and. ieparated hy 

hei%ce 

• 

aftopilliineht aii3' reg«i they tre fiirTeyed by Ac ftrarigcf, 
yrha(e aaai hu dwelt with ^miradoir upon iha ineltiniabli 
l>k<&>!g*..of ll^rsr> w^l^ approMhing tke refidehca of,lb<a 
nun H'ko has difliiigijilhed himrelf So glorioully in its caafe. 
Happy nbuld ii Mve been, if the nan lirho ftood font thk 
chsmpion of a iMtion contending for ilt freedon, aid vhtsft i^ 
dorab^n to tbf w^tp^ world wai, " Thai »U nteii were created 
"equal, and that ihey were endowed by their Creator with eer- 
■" Uin miaUenabie rights, atnongft the firft- of which were &&, 
•.liberty, «»d the pnrfuit of happinris ;". bappy wo«U it hate 
iKcn, if thii man coBid have been the &rft to wave all tnierefiej 
views, to liberate his own flaves, and thus convince the peopte 
lie had fboght for, that it was their doty, when iDiey UJI 
cftabliflud their own iiulependence, to give freedom to thott 
whom they had themfelves held in bondage !1 

JBnt matetial 6bje£tion$, we muft fuppofe. di^eflred jigai^ft 
fbcli a neafilK, otherwise, 'doabtieTi, General 'W^ingtf^ 
motli hare flwwn the glorious example Ferhipa he thought 
It more for the general good, thqt the firft ftep for the eman- 
cipation of flavei flioald be taken by theiegifiative anembiy; 
Of pedtapa there ]vu reafon to apprehgxL.thai the esfiaacMI^ 
JDCot: of hu ovB flavcs might be the caufe of infarteiUDiu 
ambngd others who were not liberated, a matter which could 
ftot bat be attended with evil confeqaences in a coiintry where 
l^^Dfiinber qf Aave« exceeded thatof ^frceoteni hoivever> if 
docs not appear that any meafurci have been purfuedj either 
ly private individuals Or by the legislature in Virginia, /or lU« 
abditionof Ilavery ; neither have any Heps been taken for the 
ifterptife id Mirylamt much lefi in the" more' fonthem fiatocj 
but in PeiuifylTBBia and the reft, laws have pafled for its'giar 
^dual abolitioi]. In thefe Aates the number trifflkves, it istrue^ 
wu Very finall. tsd the meafare wsithetefere eafily carriod 
ifatocfed; mtlie'OiiwTstheni£Willreq«ireaortconfidtrai3Dii*i 
The ^n, however, which has been Adopted for the lijierstion 
of the few haa fucceeded wclli why then not tiy it with a 
larger munbcr J .If it.doei an eoXvu, ^B. I cannot hut fup- 
, - ■ pofe 
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Pledges on cither fide from the farm yard and 
garflen. .As-fcrthe gardcn,-it wears exa31y 
^e appearance of a nurfery, and with every 
thing, about the place indicates that more at-* 
tention is paid tc> profit than to pleaTure. The 
^ound in the rfear of the houfeis alfo laid out 
.iri^Jawn, and flie declivity of l!he Mount; 
t6\«ard9 ^e water, in a deer park. 
■ -The rooms in". the houfc at* very fmall, 
excepting pne, w^ich has been, built fince the 
^\q& of the war for the purpofe of entertain^ 
ments. An of thefe are very Jjlairtly fiimifhedv 
and. in majiyvOf! thetn the fitrniture. is 4f.pp.* 
^ng to pieces.-- Indeed^ the cloie atMn^tSoa 
jwhich General Waihington has ever paid to 
•public afFaif-aJiaving obliged him ta ce&ie 
'principally at'Philaddphia,Moarit Vernon ha? 
.confequently ruffcred very, aiateriiilly. . .T^ 
houfe and offices^ with every ;othcr^>axtof -the 
'place, are'onrc^Vepair, and the'oW'part pftHfc 
Wlding is iff fuch a perilhabte ftate, tjititl 
have been told he wiflies he hitfd pulled iC'en* 
S/fil^ .down at firftj and bu^l,!: a nqw hou^^^jfjiT 

poTe^fhat it mighi'be To modified as nt Ud- rt^dered iipil1Ie:drfB 
to.tbe enfranchiftmeiit of the' numbed of Minted beinga'ft>bi» 
«te ' eiiflived in dtc fonthem p!Lrt» oFiho'^ountty, lei ib'iie 
t>vcn Td Urge. lt«wfaver,.-that therr lidlH* aU cod to tfavof 
j»i3ie'Untied Staita, on fixAe day or otbcr.-oAnot bedabbled; 
negMKi will not-Hmaii) dnf to the lonting ^caU tif ttbon^'ibr 
enr j and if thmr. .suaridau) opprrifibrt-'datioc free them frbn 
^iu.ff^iagyiikxi divf wttliibefatc tfaeiuliilvtswitiiaTcii^ewia^ 

ftcad 
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ftead of making any addition to the old one 
The grounds in the-neighbourhocd arc cul- 
tivated, but the piincipal farms are at the dif- 
tance of two or three miles, 
' As alftioft evefy ftfangef going through the 
countryrnakes a point of vjfitii:g Mourtt Ver- 
non, A perfon is kept at the houfe during 
General Wafhington's abfence' whole fole bu- 
iiheA it is to attend to ftrangers. Imme- , 
diately on our arrival every care wife tiken of 
our horles/bcds Were prepared, and an ex- 
cellent fupper provided for us/' with claret and 
other wine, &c. .' ' ' "' 

As.'ihe fcafon was now too &r-advanoed to' 
fee the country to advantage, J proceeded no 
&rther in Vir^ia'thail' Mount Vefnon, ^ut 
returned again to the city of Wafljingtoo. 
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LETTER Vr. 

jfirrrva/at Pbiladeipbia. — Some d&feroatims ed 
the Climate of the Middle States. — Puklic 
Carria^i prevented from plying between Bat* 
timore and Pbiladeipbia by the Badneji of the 
Roads.— Le/i Baltimore during Frojl. — Met 
witb jimerican "travellers on . tbe Road,~-^ 
Tbeir Behaviour preparatory to feiting off 
from en Inn i-^— Arrival on tbe Banks of the 
Suf^ebannab^T^PaJa^e if that River wbeh 
frozen over. — Dangerous Situation of tbe 
Pa^geri.-^American Travellers at tbe 
Tavern on tbe oppofite Side of tbe River.^^ 
Tbeir noi/y Dj/putationt. 

MY DEAR Sm, nilideiphia. FtbiWy. ' 

AFTER having fpent fome weeks in Wafh- 
ington, George Town^ arid Bahtniore# 
I fct out for this City, where I arrived four 
days ago. 

The mcHth« of Oftober and November arc 
the mod agreeable, in the middle and fouth- 
crn ftates, of any in the year ; the changes 
in the weather are then lefs frequent, and 
for the mod part the air is temperate and the 
Jky fercne. During this year the air was fff 
mild, that when I was at George Town, evctt 
as late as the fecond week in December, it 

wa» 
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vSs found plea&nt to keep the windows up 
during dinner time. This, however, was an 
unufual circumflaiice. 

In Maryland, before December was over, 
diere were a few cold days, and during Janu- 
ary we had two or three different falls of 
. fnow i but for the moft part the weather re- 
mained very mild until the latter end of Janu- 
ary, when a fharp north-weft wind let in. 
The keennefs of this wind in winter is pro- 
digious, and furpafles every thing of the kind 
which we have an idea of in England. When- 
ever it bkiws, duiing the winter months, a 
froft immediately takes place. In the courfe 
of three days, in the prcfcnt inftance, the 
Sufquehannah and Delaware rivers were frozen 
over; a fall of fnow took place, which re- 
mained on the ground about two feet deep, 
and there was every appearance of a fevere 
and tedious winter. Before five days, how- 
ever, were over, the wind again changed, and 
Co fudden was the thaw that the fnow difap- 
peared entirely on the fecond day, and not a 
vcftige of the froft was to be feen, except- 
ing in the rivers, where large pieces of ice re- 
mained floating about. 

It was about the middle of December when 
I reached Baltimore ; but I was deterred from 
going on to Philadelphia until the frofty 
weather Ihould fet in,, by the badnefs of the 

Vol. I. H Roads s 
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99 TRAVELS THROUGH NORTH AMERICA: 
roads ; for the/ were in fuch a ftate, that even 
the public ftages were prevented from plying 
for the fpacc of ten or twelve days. The 
froii foon dried them, and rendered them as 
good as in fummer. I fct out when it was 
moft feverc. At day break>the morning after 
I left Baltimore, the thermometer, according 
to Farenhcit, flood at 7°. I never obfcrved it 
folow during any other part of the winter. 

Several travellers had flopped at the fame 
houfe.that I did the firfl night I was on the 
road, and we all brcakfafted together prepa- 
ratory to fetting out the next morning. The 
American travellers, before they purfued their 
journey, took a hearty draught each, according 
to cuftom, of egg-nog, a mixture compofed of 
new milki eggs, rum, and fugar, beat up to- 
gether; they appeared to be at no fmall pains 
alfo in fortifying themfclves againfl the fe- 
verity of the weather with great coats and 
wrappers over each other, woollen focks and 
trowfcrs over their boots, woollen mittens 
over their gloves, and filk handkerchiefs tied 
over their ears and mouths, &c. fo that no- 
thing could be fcen excepting their nofes and 
their eyes. It was abfolutely a fubjedl of di- 
verfaon to me, and to a young gentleman jull 
arrived from the Wcfl Indies, who accom- 
panied me from Baltimore, to fee the great 
care with which they wrapped thcmfelves up, 

for 
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for we both found ourfelves fafficiently warm 
in common clothing. . It fccms, -however, to 
be a matter generally alio wed,, that ftrangers, 
even from the Weft Indies, unaccuftomed to 
intenfc cold, do not fufler fo much from the 
fevcrity of the winter, the firft year of their 
arrival in America, as the white •people who 
have been born in the country. Every per- 
fon that we met upon the road was wrapped 
up much in the fame manner as the travel- 
lers who breakfafled with us, and had filk 
handkerchiefs tied round their heads, fo as 
to cover their mouths and ears. 

About the middle of the day we arrived at 
the Sufquehannab, and, as we expcded to 
find it, the river was frozen entirely over. 
In what manner we were to get acrofs was 
now the queftion. The people at the ferry- 
houfe were of opinion that the ice- was not fuf- 
ficiently ftrong to bear in every part of the 
river ; at the fame time they iaJd, it was fo 
very thick near thc-fhores, that it Avould be 
imprafticable to cut^ a paffage through it be- 
fore the day was over j however, as a great 
number of travellers defirous of getting acrofs 
was colleded. together, and as'ajt of them' 
were much averfe to remaining a¥ the fcrry- 
houfe till the next morning, >Iy^' which time 
it was fuppofcd that the ice wciuld be ftrong 
enough to bear in every part, the people were 
H2 at 
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«t kft o^r-rUled, and every thing was pre* 
pared for cnttiog a way acrofs the river. 

The paffengers were about twelve in num- 
ber, with four hories j the boat's crew con- 
Ailed of feren blacks ; three of whom* with 
large clubs, ftood upon the bow of the boat^ 
and broke the ice, whilft the others, with 
iron-headed poles, pufhed the boat forwards. 
So very laborious was the talk which the 
men at the bow had to perfonn, that it was 
neceflary for the others to relieve them every 
ten minutes. At the end of half an hour 
their hands, arms, £tces, and hats, were glazed 
entirely over with a thick coat of ice, formed 
from the water which was dathed up by the 
reiterated ftrokes of their clubs. Two hours 
elapfed before one half of the way was broken $ 
the ice was found much thicker than had been 
imagined ; the clubs were fhivered to pieces ;, 
the men were quite exhaufted ; and having 
fuffered the boat to remain ilationary for a 
minute or two in a part where the ice was 
remarkably thick, it was frozen up, (6 that 
the utmoft exertions of the crew and palTen- 
gcrs united were unable to extricate it. la 
thb predicament a council was held ;, it was 
impoHible to move either backward or for- 
ward ; the boat was half a mile from the 
fhore I no one would attempt to walk there 
OA the ice i to remain all night in the boat 
wottld 
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would be death. Luckily I had a.pair of plftds 
in my holders, and having fired a few fignals, 
the attention of the people on ihore was at* 
tra<5led towards us, and a finall batteau, which 
is a light boat with a flat hattom, was dif- 
patched ibr our relief. This was not fent, 
however, for the purpofe of bringing a fingle 
p>erfon back again, but to affift us in getting 
to the oppofite Oiore. It wa$ flipped along 
a-hcad of the Jarge boat, and two or three 
men having flepped into it, rocked it about 
from fide to fide until the ice was fufficiently 
broken for the targe boat to follow. The bat- 
teau was now in the water, and the men feat- 
ing themfelves as much as pofiible towards 
the fiern, by fo doing raifed die bow of it 
confiderably above the ice ; by means of boat 
hooks it was then pulled on the ice again, and 
by rocking it about as before a pafiage was 
as eafily opened. In this manner we got on, 
and at the end of three hours and ten minutes 
found ourfelves again upon dry land, fully pre- 
pared for enjoying the pleafures of a bright 
firefide and a good dinner. The people at the 
tavern had feen us coming acrofs, and had 
accordingly prepared for our reception ; and as 
each individual thought he had travelled quite 
&.T enough that day, the pafiengers remained 
together till the next morning. 

H3 At 
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. At the American taTcrm, as I before inen- 
lioncd, all forts of people, juft as they happen 
to arrive, are' crammed together into the one 
room, where they muft reconcile themfelvcs 
to each other the beft way they can. ■ On the 
prefent loccafion, the company confifled of 
about thirtcicn people, atnongft whom were 
fome eminent, lawyers from Virginia and the 
;fouthward, together with a judge of the fu- 
preme court, ivho wcrfe going to Philadel- 
phia ag^ft the approaching fcflions : it was 
not, however, till after I quitted their com- 
pany that I. heard who they wcrcj for thcfc 
kind of gentlemen in America are fo very 
plain, both in their appearance and manners, 
that a ilranger would not fiifped that they 
were perfons of the confequencc which they 
really are in the country. There were alfo 
in the company two or three of the neigh- 
bouring formers, boorifli, ignorant, and ob- 
trufivc fellows. It is fcarcely pofllble for. a 
dozen Americans to fit together without 
quarrelling aboiit politics, and the Britifii 
treaty, which had juft been ratified, now 
gave rife to a long and acrimonious debate. 
The farmers were of one opinion, and' gab- 
bled away for a long time ; thfc lawyers and 
the judge were of another, and in turns they 
rofe to anfwer their opponents with all the 
power of rhetoric which they poflefled. 
Neither 

C,.;,l,ZDdbyC00g[c 



DISPUTATIONS. wj 

Neither party could iay any thing to change 
the fentiments of the other onej the noify con- 
teft lailed till late at night, when getting 
heartily tired they withdrew, not to their rc- 
fpedlivc chambers, but to the general one that 
held £ve or fix beds, and in which they laid 
down in pairs. H*rc the converfation was 
again revived, and purfued with as much noife 
as below, till at laft fleep clofed their eyes, and 
happily their mouths at the iame time $ for 
could they have talked in their fleep, I verily 
believe they would have prated on until mor- 
ning. Thanks to our flars ! my friend and 
I got the only two-bedded room in the houfe' 
to ourfclves. The next morning I left the 
banks of the Sufquehannah, and the fuccced- 
jog day reached Philadelphia. 
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LETTER VII. 

^blladelpbia gayer m the Wmter than at arrf 
other Seqfon. — Celebration in that City of 
General Wajhingtons Birib Day. — Some 
Account of General Wajhington's Perjbn and^ 
of bis Cbara£ier.— ^Americans dijfatisfied toitb 
bis ConduSl as Prejident. — A Spirit ofDif- 
JatisfaSiion common amongfi them. 

MY D£AR SIR; Philadelphia. Febnurjr. 

PHILADELPHIA now wears a very 
•^ different afpeft to what it did when I 
landed there in the month of November. 
Both congrefs and the ftate affembiy are fit- 
ting, as well as the fupreme federal court. 
The city is full of ftrangers ; the theatres are 
open; and a variety of public and private 
amufements are going forward. , On General 
Wafliington's birth day, which was a few days 
ago, this city was unufually gay * ; every pcr- 

fon 



* On this Atty General Walhington terminated hii Cxtj- 
fourth year; bat though not an unhealthy man, he fcemcd 
confiderably older. The innotnerable vexations he hai met 
with in his different public capacities have very fenfibly in- 
paired the vigour of his^onfUtution, and given him an aged a]>- 
pearaace. There ii a very material difference, however, in his 
loolu when feen in private and when he appears in public full 
drcA] 
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^n of confequencc in it> Quakers alone ex- 
cepted> made it a point to viHt the General oa 

this 

dreft ; in the btUr cafe the IibdiI of art makes up for the ra« 
vigct of tiroei uid he feenu many yean younger. 

Few peifoiu find themfelvcs for the &i& time in the pic- 
fence of General Wafhington, a man fo renowned in the pre- 
fent day for hit wifdom and moderation, and whofe name wiH 
be tranfinitted with fuch honour to poSerity, without being ira- 
ptefled with a certain degree of veneration and awe; nor do 
theCe emotions fubfide on a dofer acquaintance ; , on the con~ 
Uary, hii perfon and deportment are (iicfa as rather tend to 
augment diem. There is fomething very auftere in his coon- 
teoance, and in liis manners he ia gncommonly relerved. I 
have heard fomc officers, that fervcd immediately under hisccHn- 
mand during the American war, &.y, that they never (aw him 
fmile during all the time that they were with him. No man has 
ever yet been conneSed with him by the reciprocal and un- 
conlixained ties of friendthip ; and but a few can boaftevenof 
banng been on an eaiy and familiar footing with him. 

The hdgbt of his perfon is about five feet eleven ; his cheft 
u full ; and hb limbs, though rather flender, well Ihaped and 
anfcnlar. His head it fraatl, in which refpeQ he refembles th« 
make of a great nnmber of his countrymen. Hit eyes are of a 
light grey colour ; and, ia proportion to the length of his face, 
his nofe u k»g. Mr. Stewart, the eminent portrait painter, 
told me, that there are featnret in his face totally diferent 
from what he ever obferved in that of any other hnman bnng ; 
the Ibckei* for the eyes, for ioAance, are larger than what he 
ever met with before, and the upper part of the nofe broader. 
AH his features, he obfervedi were indicative of the ftrongeft 
xnd mofl ungovernable paffiont, and had he been bani in tho 
fbrefls, it was bis opimon that he would have been the fierceft 
nan amongll the favage tribes. In this Mr. Stewart has given 
« proof of his great dircemmenC and intimate knowledge of 
the human coonteiumcet for although General Walhington 
iu been extolled for his great modention and calmnelt, during 
the very trying fituatioos in which he has To often been placed, 
yet dwfe who have been acquainted with him the loogeft and 
V mgft 
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this (iay. As early as eleven o'clock in the 
morning he was prepared to receive them, 

and 

irod intimately fav, that he ts by nature a man of a fierce and 
irritable difpofilion, bat that, like Socrates, his judgment and 
great Iclf-command have a'^iys made bim appear & man of a 
different cad in the eycj of che world. He fpeaks with great 
dUHdence, and fometimes hefitates for a word ; bat it is always 
to find one particularly well adapted to hi* meaning. Hii 
kuguage u manly and expreflive. At Wee. his difcourfe witk 
flrangen turns principally upon the fubjcA of America ; and 
if they have been througb any remarkable places, his conver- 
sation is free and particularly intcrctling, as he is intimately 
acquainted wicb every part of the country. He is much more 
open and free in his behaviour at levee than in private, and in 
the company of ladies flill more fo than when folely with men. 

General Wafhington gives no public dinneri or other en- 
Urtainments, except to thofe who are in diplomaric capacicies 
and to a few families on terms of intimacy with Mrs. Walhing- 
ton. Strangers, with wbmn he wiffaes to have fome conver- 
fiidoD about agricultnre, or any fuch fubjeAt are (bmetimes in- 
vited to tea. This by many is attributed to his faving diCpo- 
fition; but it is more jult to afcrtbe it to his pradeace and fore* 
fight; for aa the falary of the prelident, ai I have before ob- 
fcrvedi is very fmall, and totally inadequate by itfelf to fupport 
an expenfive flyle of life, were he to give numeroin and fplen- 
did entertainments, the fame might poSibly be expeded from 
fubfequent prefidentt, who, if their private fortunes were not 
confiderable, would be unable to live in the fame Ayie, and 
might be expofed to many ill-natured obfervations, from the 
relinquifltment of what the people had been accuHomed to ; it 
ii moft likely alfo that General Waffaington hai been afluated 
by thcfe motives, becaufe in his private capacity at Monnt 
Vernon every Granger meets with a hofpitable rcceptioo Irom 
him. 

General Walbington's felf-modention is well known to tie 

world already. It is a remarkable circumflance, which re- 

diiundi to iiis eternal honoar,'that while prefideat of ibe United 

Statn 
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ind the audience lafted till three in the after- 
noon. The focicty of the Cincinnati, the 
clergy, the officers of the miKtia, and fcveml 
dtliers, who formed a diftindl bodj of citizens, . 
came by thcmfelves feparatd/; The foreign 
miniAers attended in their richeft drelTes and 
moft fplendid equipages. Two large parlours 
were open for ihe reception of the gentlemen, 
the windows of one of which towards theftreeL 
were crowded with fpedtaiora on the outlida 
The fideboard was furniflied with cake and'- 
wines, whereof the viiitbrs partook. I never, 
observed fo much cheerfulnefs before ia the, 
countenance of General Wafliingtonj but it.. 
was impoffible for him to remain infenfiblc to 
theattehtion and the compliments paid to him- 
on this occa6on. - ' ■ 

The ladies of the city, equally attentive, 
paid their refpefts to Mrs. Waihington, who 
received them in, the drawing room up ftairs. 
After having Vifited the General, moft of , the 
gentlemen alfo waited upon her. A public 
ball and fupper terminated the rejoicings of 
the day. 

.Not one town of any importance was there 
in the whole union, where fome meeting did- 

Sutes he never tppoinced one of his own relationa to any office 
of trail or emolunient, although he has feveral that are men 
of abilities, and well qoaltfied to fill the moA imporUnt llatioos 
ifi. the govciUDent. 

not 
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not take place in honour of this day; yet 
finguiar as it may appear, there are people in 
the country, Americans too, foremoA in boaft- 
ing to other nations of that conftitution which 
has been raifed for them by his valour and 
wifdom, who are either fo infenlible to his 
merit, or fo totally devoid of every generous 
fentiment, that they can refufe to join in com- 
mendations of thofe talents to which they are 
Jo much indebted ; indeed to fuch a length 
has this perverfe fpirit been carried, that I 
have myfelf feen numbers of nien, in all other 
points men of refpeitability, that have pe- ' 
remptorily refufed even to pay him the fmall 
compliment of drinking to his health after 
dinner; it is true indeed, that they qualify 
their conduct partly by a0erting, that it is 
only as preitdent of the United States, and not 
as General Washington, that they have a dif- 
like to him ; but this is only a mean fubter- 
fuge, which they are forced to have rccourfe 
to, left their conduit ihould appear too 
ftrongly marked with ingratitude. Durii5g the 
war there were many, and not loyalifts either, 
who were doing all in their power to reniovc 
him from that command whereby he fo emi- 
nently diflinguifhed himfelf. It is the fpirit of 
dilTatis^dlion which forms a leading trait in 
the chara£ter of the Americans as a people, 
which produces this malevolence at prefent, 
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juft as it did formerly ; and if their public af- 
Jairs were regulated by a perlbn fent from 
heaven* I finnly believe his ads, inftead of 
Diecting with uoiverfal approbation, would 
by many be confidered as deceitful and flagi- 
tious. 



LETTER VIII. 

Singular Mildnefj of the Winter of 1795-6.— 
Stt out for Lanca/ier. — Turnpike Road he- 
tmeen that Place and Pbiladelpbia. — Sum-- 
fttary View of the State of Pennfylvania. — 
Description of the Farms between Lanc^er 
and Philadelphia. — The Farmers live in a 
fenurious Style. — Greatly inferior to EngUJh 
Farmers. — Bad Taverns on this Road.— 
Waggons and Waggoners. — Cuftoms of the 
latter. — Defcription of Lancafier. ^Lately 
made the Seat of the State Government.—^ 
ManufaSiures carried on there. — Rife Guns — ^ 
. Great Dexterity with which the Americans 
ufe them. — Anecdote of Two Virginian Sol- 
diers belonging to a Rife Regiment, 

MY DEAR SIR, Lanuller, March, 

'T^H I S winter has proved one of the mildeft 
^ that has ever been experienced in the 
country. During the laft month there were 
two or three flight falls of fnow, but in no 
^. one 
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one inftance did it remain two days on the 
ground. A fmart froft fat in the lirft week 
of this month, and fnow fell to the depth of 
fix or feven inches ; but on the third day a 
fudden thaw came on, and it quickly difap- 
peared : fince then the weather has remained 
uncommonly mild. The feafon being fo fine, 
and fo favourable for travelling, I was unwil- 
ling to flay at Philadelphia ; accordingly I fat 
out for this place on horfeback, and arrived 
here laft night, at the end of the fecond day's 
journey. From hence I intend to proceed 
towards the fouth, to meet the approaching 
fpring. 

The road between Philadelphia and Lan- 
cafler has lately undergone a thorough repair, 
and tolls are levied upon it, to keep it in order, 
under the direction of a company. When- 
ever thele tolls aiFord a profit of more than 
fifteen per cent, on the Itock originally fub- 
fcribed for making the road, the company is 
bound, by an adl of affembly, to leflen them. 
This is the' firft attempt to have a turnpike 
road in Pennfylvania, and it is by no means 
reliflied by the people at large, particularly "by 
the waggoners, who go in great numbers by 
this route to Philadelphia from the back parts 
of the ftate. 

The ftate of Pcnnfylvania lies nearly in the 
form of a parallelogram, whofe greateft length. 



by Google 



ROADS. MI 

is from eafl to weft. This parallelogram is 
crofled diagonally fronl the north-eaft to the 
fouth-weft by feveral different ridges of 
mountains, which are about one hundred miles 
in breadth. The valleys between thefe ridges 
contain a rich black foil> and ia the fouth- 
weft and north-eaft angles alfo, at the oulfide 
of the mountains, the foil is very good. The 
northern parts of this ftate are but very thinly 
inhabited as yet, but towards the fouth, the 
whole way from Philadelphia to Pittft>urg, it 
is well fettled. The moft populous part of it 
is the fouth-eaft corner, which lies between 
the mountains and the river Delaware; through 
this part the turnpike road pafies which leads 
to Lancafter. The country on each fide of 
the road is pleafingly diverfiiied with hill and 
dale. Cultivation is chiefly confined to the 
lowlands, which are the richeft; the hills are 
all left covered with wood, and afford a plea- 
fing variety to the eye. The further you go 
from Philadelphia the more fertile is the coun- 
try, and the more pidturefque at the fame 
time. 

On the whole road from Philadelphia to 
Lancaster there are not any two dwellings 
ftanding together, excepting at a fmall place 
called Dowiiing's Town, which lies about mid- 
way; numbers of farm houfes, however, are 
fcattcred over the country as far as the eye 

can 
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can reach. Thefc houfes are moftly built of 
Aone, and are about as good as. thofe ufu- 
ally met with on an arable iarm of fifty acres 
in a well cultivated part of England. The 
farms attached to thefe houles contain aboat 
two hundred acres each, and arc, with a fcwr 
exceptions only, the property of the perfons 
who cultivate them. In the cultivated parts 
of Pennfylvania the farms rarely exceed three 
hundred acres; towards the north, however, 
where the fettlemcnts are but few, large trafts 
*of land are in the hands of individuals, who 
are fpeculators and land jobbers. Adjoining 
to the houfes there is generally a peach or an 
apple orchard. With the fruit they make 
cyder and brandy ; the people have a method 
aifo of drying the peaches and apples, after 
having fliced them, in the fun, and thus cured 
they laft all the year round. They are ufed 
for pics and puddings, but they hate a veiy 
acrid tafte, and fcarccly any of the original 
flavour of the fruit. The peaches in their bcft 
ftate are but indifferent, being fmall and dry; 
I never eat any that were good, excepting fuch 
as were raifed with care in gardens. It is faid 
that the climate is fo much altered that they 
will not grow now as they formerly did. 
In April and May nightly frofts are very com- 
mon, which were totally unknown formerly, 
and frequently the peaches are entirely blighted. 
Gardens 
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Gardens are very rare in the country parts of 
Pennlylvania, for the &rmers think the laboiir 
which they require docs not afford fufBcient 
profit J in the neighbourhood of towns, how- 
ever, they are common, and the culinary ve- 
getables raifcd ia them are equal to any of 
their refpedlive kinds in the world, potatoes ex- 
cepted, which generally have an earthy un- 
pleafant tafte. 

Though the fouth-eaft part of the ftatc 
of Pcnnfylvania is better cultivated. than any 
other part of America, yet tiie ftyle of farm- 
ing is on the whole very flovenly> I venture, 
indeed, to alTert, that the farmers do not raifc 
more on their two hundred acres than a Skil- 
ful farmer in Norfolk, Suffolk, or Eflex, cw 
in any well cultivated part pf England, would 
do on fifty acres of good land there. The far- 
mer alfo, who rents fifty acres of arable land 
in England, lives far more comfortably la 
every rcfpeft than the farmer in Pcnnfylvania^ 
or in any other of the middle ftates, who owns 
two hundred acres of land, his houfe will be 
^nd better fumifhed, and his table more 
plentifully covered. That the formers do 
not live better in America, I hardly know 
whether to afcribe to their loye of making 
money, or to their real indifference about bet- 
ter fere; perhaps It may be owing, in feme 

Vol. I. I meafure. 
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tneafure, to both ; certain It is hoWever, that 
their mode of living is moft wretched. 

The taverns throughout this part of the 
country are kept by ^irmersj and they are all 
very indificrtnt. If the traveller can procure 
4. few eggs with a little bacon he ought to 
•ftA fatisfied ; it is twenty to one that a bit of 
frefh meat is to be bed, or any faltcd meat 
except pork. Vegetables feem alfo to be very 
fi:arce, and when you do get any» they ge- 
lierally confift of turnips* or turnip tops boiled 
by way of greens. The bread is heavy and 
'ibur> though they have as fine flour as any in 
the world ; this is owing to their method of 
making of it j they raife it with what they call 
^j i hops and' water boiled together. No 
dependance is to be placed upon getting a 
man at thefe taverns to rub down your horfe, 
or even to give him his food, frequently there- 
fore you will have to do every thing o£ the 
kind for yourfelf if you do not travel with a. 
fervant j and indeed, even where men are kept 
for the purpofc of attending to travellers, 
tvhich art fome of the taverns is .the cafe, 
they are f& fullen and dilbbliging that you feet 
inclined to dd aveiy thing With your ■ own 
hands rather than be indebted to them for their 
ailiftance: they always appear doubtful whe- 
ther (hey flioald do any thing for you or not, 

end 
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Itnd to be reafoning within themselves, whe- 
ther it is not too gfcat a departure from the 
roles of edjuality to take the horfe of an- 
odier man, and whether it Would not be a 
plcafing fight to fee:a gentleman ftrip off kh 
coat, and go to worlt for himfelf ; nor will 
roonejr make them alter their condiift : civility, 
as I before faid, is not to be purchafed at Any 
cxpeiice in America } neverthelefs the people 
will pocket your money with the utmoft read- 
incfs, though without thanking you f(»- it. 
Of all beings on the earth, Americans are the 
moft intereftcd and covetous. 

It is icarcely pofiible to go one mile on 
this road without meeting numbers of wag' 
gons palling and repaying between the back, 
parts of the ftate and Philadelphia. Thefe 
waggons are commonly drawn by four or five_ 
horfes. four of which are yoked in pairs. The 
waggons are heavy, the horfes fmaU, and the 
driver unmerciful; the confcquence of which 
is, that in every team, nearly, there is a horfe 
either lame or blind. The Pennfylvanians are 
notorious for the bad care which they take of 
their horfes. Excepting the night be tempef- 
tuous, the waggoners never put their horfes 
under (helter, and then it is only under a (bed ; 
each tavern is ufually provided with a large 
(me for the purpofe. Market or High-ftrect, 
in Philadelphia, the Areet by which thefe peo- 
I z pie 
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pie come' into the town, is always crowded 
with waggons and horfcs, that are left ftand- 
ing there all night. This is to fave money; 
the expcnce of putting them into a liable 
.wodld be too great, in the opinion of thefe 
people. Food for the horfes is always carried 
in the waggon, and the moment they flop they 
are unyoked, and fed whilft.they are warm. 
.By this treatment half the poor animals are 
foundered. The horfes are fed out. of a Urge 
trough carried for the purpofe, and fixed on 
the pole of the waggon by means of iron 
pins. , 

Lancafter is the largcft- inland town, in 
North America, and contains about nine hun- 
dred houfes, built chiefly of brick and ftone, 
together with fix churches, a court houfe, and 
gaol. Of the churches, there is one refpec- 
tively for German Lutherans, German Cal- 
vinills, Moravians, Englifli Epifcopalians, and 
Roman Catholics. The ftreets are laid out 
regularly, and crofs each other at right an- 
gles. 

An a(S of aflembly has been palled, for 
lAaking this town the feat of the ftate govern- 
ment inftead of Philadelphia, and theaflembly 
was to meet in the year 1 797. This circum- 
ftance is much in favour of the improvement 
of the town. The Philadelphiane, inimical to 
the meafure, talked of it. much in the .fam« 

flylc 
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ftyle that they do now of the removal of the 
feat of the federal government, faying, that it 
muft be again changed to Philadelphia; but 
the neccflity of having the feat of the le- 
gillature as central as poflible in each ftate is 
obvious, and if a change does take place again, 
it is moft likely that it will only be to remove 
the feat ft til farther from Philadelphia. On 
the feme principle, the affembly of Virginia 
meets now at Richmond inflead of Williamf- 
burgh, and that of New York ftate at Albany 
inftead of the city of New York. 

Several different kinds of articles are ma<- 
nufadured at Lancafter by. German mecha- 
nics, individually, principally for the' people of 
the town and the neighbourhood. Rifled bar- 
rel guns however are to be excepted, which, 
although not as handfome as thoi'e im- 
ported from England, are more efteemed by 
the hunters, and are fenc to every part of the 
country. 

The riSed barrel guns, commonly ufed in 
Anierioi, are nearlyof thelengthof a muflcet, 
and carry leaden balls from the fiae of thirty 
to fixty in the pound. Some hunters prefer 
thole of a fmali bore, becaufe they require but 
little ammunition ; others prefer fuch as have 
a wide bore, becaufe the wound which they 
inSiift is more certainly attended with death ; 
the wound, however, made by a ball dif- 
1 3 charged 
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charged from one of theie guns is always, vevy 
dangerous. The in0de of the barrel is ^uted^ 
and the grooves run in a fpiral dire^oa from 
one end of the barrel to the other, confc- 
qucntly when the ball comes out it has a 
whirling motion round its own axis, at the 
fame time that it moves forward* and whea 
it enters into the body of an animal, it tears up 
the flefb in a dreadful manner. The bcA of 
powder is chofen for a rifled barrel gun, and 
after a proper portion of it is put down tho 
barrel, the ball is inclofed la a fmall hit of 
linen rag, well greafed af the .out&de, and 
then forced down with a thick ramrod. The 
greafe and the bits of rag, which are called 
patches, are carried in a little box at the but-> 
end of the gun. The beft rifles are furnifhed 
with two triggers, one of which being firit 
pulled fets the other, that is, alters the fpring, 
fo.that it will-yield even to the flight touch of 
a feather. They are alfo furnifhed with dou- 
ble lights along the barrel, as fine as thofe of 
a furveying inftrument. An experienced 
markfman, with one of thefe gui>s, will bit 
an objed not larger than a crown piece, to a 
certainty,at the diftanceofone hundred yarda* 
Two men belonging to the Virginia rifle re- 
gitnent, a large diviflon of which was quar- 
tered in this town d\iring the war, had fuch a 
depc^ndancQ 
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dependance on each other's dexterity, that the 
one would hold a piece of board, not more 
than nine inches fquare, between his knees, 
whilft the other fhot at, it with a ball at thg 
diftance of one hundred paces. This they 
ufed to do alternately, for the amqfement of 
the town's people, as often a? they were cal- 
led upon. Numbers of people in Lancailer 
can vouch for the truth of this faft. Were 
I, however, to tell you all the ftories I have 
heard of the performances of riflemen, you 
would think the people were mofl abominably 
addided to lying. A rifle gun will not carry 
fliot, nor will it carry a ball much ferther than 
006 hundred yards with certainty. 
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LETTER IX. 

Number of Germans in the 'Neighbourhood of 
Tork and Lancajier. — Hoiv brought over.-~ 
White Slave 'Trade. — Cruelty frequently frac- 
tifed in the carrying it on,-^CharaSler of the 
German Settlers contrafted with that of the 
Americans, — Pajfage of the Sufquehannab 
between Tork and Lancafer, — Great Beauty 
of the ProfpeSis along the River. — Defcrip- 
tion of Tork.— Courts of Jujiice tbere.~Of 
the Pennfyhanian Syjiem of Judicature. 

MY DEAR SIR, Vork. March. 

T Arrived at this place, which is ahout twenty 
miles diftant from Lancaftcr, yefterday. 
The inhabitants of this town, as well as thofe 
of Lancaftcr and of the adjoining country, 
confift principally of Dutch and German emi- 
grants, and their defccndants. Great num- 
bers of thefe people emigrate to America every 
year, and the importation of them forms a 
very confiderable branch of commerce. They 
are for the moft part brought from the Hanfe 
Towns and from Rotterdam. The veflels fail 
thither from America, laden with different 
Junds of produce, and the mafters of them, 
on arriving there, entice on board as many of 
thefe people $$ they can perfuade to leave 
their 
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their native country, without demanding any 
money for their paflage. When the veflcl 
arrives in America, an adverti&nKnt is put 
into the paper, mentioning the different kinds 
of men on board, whether finiths, tailors, 
carpenters, labourers, or the Hkcandthe peo- 
ple that are in want of fuch men fiock down 
to the veflel ; thefe poor Germans are then fold 
to the higheft bidder, and the captain ef the 
veflcl, or the iliip holder, puts the money into 
his pocket*. 

There have been many very (hocking in- 
ftances of cruelty in the carrying on of this 
trade, vulgarly called ** The white Have 
" trade." I (hall tell you but of one. While 
the yellow fever was raging in Philadelphia in 
the year 1793, at which time few veffels would 
venture to approach nearer to the city than 
Fort Mifflin, four miles below it, a captain in 
the trade arrived in the river^and hearing that 
fuch was the fetal nature of the infedion, that 
a fufficicnt number of nurles could not be 
procured to attend the fick for any fum what- 
iever, he conceived the philanthropic idea of 
fupplying this deficiency from amongft his 
paflengers j accordingly he boldly failed up to 
the city, and advertifed his cargo for fale: 

' * ThoD&nds of people were brought from t^ north of Ire* 
JfUd in the ivas way before Uic war with Fnpce. 

"Afevr 
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Its TRAVELS THROUGH NORTH AMERICA: 
" A few healthy fervaots, generally between 
•• feventeen arid eighteen yea« of age, are juft 
" arrived in the brig »—■ ■ ■» their times will 
*• be difpofed of by applying on board." The 
cargo, as you may fuppofe^ did not remaia 
long unfold. This anecdote was communi- 
cated to mc by a gentleman who h&$ tiie ori- 
ginal advertifement in lus poUeflion. 

When I tell you that people are fold in this 
manner* it is not to be underilood that they 
are fold for ever, but only for a certain num- 
ber of yearS} for two* three, four, or five years^ 
according to their refpe^ive merits. A good 
mechanic, that underOiands a particular kind 
of trade, for which men are much wanted ia. 
America, has to ferve a ihorter time than a 
mere labourer, as more money will be given 
for his time, and the expence of his pal&ge 
does not exceed that of any other man. Dur- 
ing their fervjtude, thefe people are liable to 
be refold at the caprice of their maftersj th^ 
are as much under dominion as n^o (laves, 
and if they attempt to run away, they may be 
iraprifoned like felons. The laws refpcdting 
** redemptioners," fo are the men called that 
arc Ijrought over in this manner, were ground- 
ed on thofe formed for the EnghA convifts. 
before the revolution, and they are very feverc. 

The Germans are a quiet, ibber, and induf- 

tclous fet of peo|)lc, and are moft valuable 

citizens., 
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citizens. They generally fettle a good many 
together in one place, and, as may be fup- 
poied, in coniequence keep up many of the 
cuftotns of their native country as well as their 
own language. In Lancailer and the neigh- 
bourhood German is the prevailing language, 
ftndjiumbers t^ people living there are ig- 
norant of any other. The Germans are fome 
of the bcil farmers in the United States, and 
they feldocn are to be found but where the 
land is particularly goodj wherever they fettle 
they build churches, and are wonderfully at- 
tentive to the duties of religion. In thefe and 
many other refpcfts the Germans and their 
defcendants differ widely from the Americans, 
that is, from the defcendants of the Englifli, 
Scotch, Irifh, ^d other nations, who, from- 
having lived in the country for many genera- 
tions, and from having mingled together, nonr 
form one people, whoie manners and habits 
jire very much the fame. 

The Germans are a plodding race of men, 
wholly intent upon their own bufinefs, and 
indi^rent about that of others : a flranger is 
never molefted as he paffes through their fct- 
tlements with inquifitive aild idle quefUons. 
On arriving amongft the At^cricans *, how- 

* In fpeiklng of the Atnericaiu here, and in the fblhiwing 
linet. It u thoTc of the lower and middling da&a of the petite 
Fhich I allude to* fgcit as «re met Wfi^ V* tl^ comtuy parni 
(if peiiniyivania, 

eve* 
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ever, a ilranger vtia^ tell where he came fromi 
where he is going, what his name is, what his 
bufmefsis} and ontilhe gratifies their curiofity 
on thcfe points, and many others of equal im- 
portance, he is never fuifered to remain quiet 
for a moment. In a tavern he mufl fatisfy 
every frcfli fet that comes in, in the fame 
manner, or involve himfelf in a quarrel, efpe- 
ciallyif it is found out that he is not a native, 
which it docs not require much fagacity to 
difcover. 

The Germans give themfelvcs but little 
trouble about politics ; they ele<a their repre- 
fentatives to fcrve in congrefs and the ftate 
aiTembHes ; and fatisfied Jiat deferving mea 
have been chofen by the people at brge, they 
truil that thefc men do whaf is beft for the 
public good, and therefore abide patiently by 
their dccjfions : they revere the conftitution, 
confcious that they live happily under it, and 
cxprefs no wifhes to have it altered. The 
Americans, however, are for ever cavilling at 
, fome of the public meafures ; fomething or 
other is always wrong, and they never appear 
perfeflly fatisficd. If any great mcafure is 
before congrefs ;br difcuffion, fccmi.ngly dif- 
truftful of the abilities or the integrity of the 
men they have ele6led, they meet together in 
their towns or diftrias,'^nvafs the matter 
themfelves« and then fend forward inllru(Sions 
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to their reprelentatives how to a<3:. They . 
never conlider that any important quefljon is 
more likely to meet with a fAt dircuHion in an 
aflenibly where able men are coIle<fted toge- 
ther ^m all parts of the ftates than in an 
obicure oorneTi where a few individuals are 
aiTembled, who have no opportuoi^ of get- 
ting general information on the fubje^. Party 
fpirit is for ever creating dilfentions amongil 
them, and one man is continually endeavour- 
ing to obtrude his political creed upon another. 
If it is found out that a ftrango" is from Great 
Britain or Ireland, they immediately begin to 
b(»ft of their own constitution and freedom* 
and give him Oi underftand, that they think 
every Englilhman a Have, becaule he fubmits 
to be called a fubje^. Their opinions are for 
the moA part crude and dogmatical, and pf'm- 
cipally borrowed from newfpapers, which are 
wretchedly compiled from the pamphlets of 
the day* haying read a few of which, they 
think themfelves arrived at the fummit of 
intellectual excellence, and qualified for making 
the deepeft political refcarcheB. 

The Germans, as I have faid, are fond of 
fettling near each other : when the young men 
of a hmiiy arc grown up, they generally en- 
deavour to get a piece of land in the neigh- 
bourhood of their relations, and by th^ir in- 
duftry foon make it Valuable ; the American, 
. oa. 
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Dn the contrary, is of a roving difpo(itioD» anJ 
wholly rcgardlefs of the ties of con&nguinityt 
he takes his wife with him, goes to a dil^ant 
part of the country, and buries himfelf in the 
woods, hundreds of miles diAant from the reft 
of his family, never perhaps to ice them again. 
In the back parts of the country yea always 
meet numbers of men prowling about to try' 
and buy cheap land ; having imtid what they 
like, they immediately remove ; nor having 
once removed, are thele people fatisfied j reft*- 
Icfs and difcontented with what they po&li, 
they arc for ever changing. It is fcarccly pof» 
£bie in any part of the continent to find a 
man, amongft the middling and lower cla^i 
of Americans, who has not changed his htm 
And his reiidence many different times. Thut 
it is, that though there are not more than 
ibur millions of people in the United States* 
yet they are fcattered from the confines of 
Canada to the fkrtheil extremity of GeorgM, 
tnd from the Atlantic to the banks of the 
MifiiiBppi. Thou&nds of acres of wafte land 
are ajinoally taken up in unhealthy and an*- 
fruitful parts of the country, notwithftanding 
that the befl fettled and h^thy parts of the 
middle ftates would maintain five times the 
number of inhabitants that they do at prefent* 
The American, however, does not change 
about from place to place in this manner merely 
§ to 
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to gratify a wandering difpofition j in every 
change he hopes to make money. By the 
dcfire of making money, both the Gennans 
and Americans of every clafs and dcfcription 
arc aduatcd in all their movements; felf- 
intereft is always uppcrmoft in their thoughts t 
it is the idol which they worfhip, and at it* 
{brine tfaoufands and thoufands would be 
found* in all parts of the country, ready to 
make a iacrificc of every noble and generous 
fentiment that can adorn the human mind. 

In coming to this place from Lancafter I 
croffed the Sufquehannah River, which runs 
nearly midway between the two towns, at the 
fmall village of Columbia, as better boats ar» 
kept there than at cither of the ferries higher 
up or lower down the river. The Sufque- 
hannah is here foraewhat more than a quarter 
of a mile wide, and for a coniiderable diftance, 
bol^ above and below the ferry, it abounds 
with iflands and large rocks, over which laft 
the water runs with prodigious velocity : the 
roaring noife that it makes is heard a great 
way off. • The banks rife very boldly on each 
fide, and are thickly wooded ; the iflands alfo 
are covered with fmall trees, which, inter- 
fperfed with the rocks, produce a very fine 
tSz&, The fcenery in every point of view 
u wild and romantic. In crofling the river 
it is neceflary to row up againil the flream 
undec 
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under the fhore, and then to ftrikc over to 
the oppofite iide, under the (heher of fome 
of the largefl: iflands. As thefe rapids con- 
tinue for many miles, they totally impede the 
navigation, excepting when there are floods 
in the river, at which time large rafts may 
be conduced down the ftream, carrying ieve* 
ral hundred barrels of flour. It is iaid that the 
river could be rendered navigable in this 
neighbourhood, but the cxpence of fuch an 
undertaking would be enormous, and there is 
little likelihood Indeed that it will ever be 
attempted, as the Pennfylvanians arc already 
engaged in cutting a canal below Harriftjurgh, 
which will connedt the navigable part of the 
river with the Schuylkill, and alfo another 
canal from the Schuylkill to the Delaware, 
by means of which a vent will be opened 
for the produce of the countty bordering upon 
the Sufquehannah at Philadelphia. Thele 
canals would have been finiflied by this time 
if the fubfciibers had all paid their rcfpe«ftive 
fhares.but at prefcnt they are almoft at a ftand 
for want of money. 

The quantity of wild fowl that is feen on 
' every part of the Sufquehannah is immenlf. 
Throughout America the wild fowl is excel- 
lent and plentiful } but there is one duck in 
particular found on this river, and alfo on Pa- 
towniac and James ;'ivers, which i*urpafl*es all 
others : 
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t)thers : it is called the white or cai^vafs-back 
duck» from the feathers between the wings 
•beiDg fomewhat of the' colour of canVafs. This 
-duck is held in fuoh eAimaticn in America, that 
it is fent frequently as a prefenrfor hundreds 
of miles— indeed it would be adfttnty morfel 
. for the grcatcft epicure in any country. 

York contains dbdutfrve hondfed- houfes 
and fix churches,- 4ivi is much iluoh another 
' town as Lancailer. It is inhabited by Ger- 
mans, by whom the fame manufa^ures are 
carried on as at Lancafter. 

The courts of common pleas, and thofe of 
general quarter fedlons*' were holding when I 
reached. this place:; .ffoundit diiHcult, there- 
fore, at firft, to procui-e acc6mmodation, but 
at laft I got admfifioB -in a houie principally 
taken up by lawye*s.X . To behold thc-ftrange 
■afiemblage of pertbns.'that was brought tog»- 
ih^ this morning in the one' poor apartment 
which was allotted to-all thclodgers, was really 
•a. fubjedt of diveriion.' Here one lawyer had 
his clients in a corner of the room; there 
another had his; a third was ih^ving; a 
iburth.' powdering hi^ own hair; a fifth ik>- 
ting his brief; and the-' tibble ilaiiding in the 
■middle of the room, between 'a clamorous iet 
of old men on one fide, and three or four 
women in tears on the other ; I and the reft 
of the company, who were not lawyers, were 
left- to eat our breakfaft. 

Vot. I. K On 
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On entering into the courts a ftranger is apt 
to fmile at the grotefque appearance of the 
judges who prefide In diem, and at their man- 
ners on the bench j but this fmile mufl: be fup- 
prcflcd when it is recolleiled, that there is no 
.CQuntry, fwhaps, in the world, where juftice 
is more impartially adminiftered, or more eafUy 
obtained by thofe who have been injured. The 
judges jn the country parts of Pennfylvania 
are no more than plain &rmers, who from their 
Hifancy have been accuftomcd to little elfe 
than following the plough. The laws ex- 
prefsly declare that there mnft be, at leafl, 
three judges rclident in every, county ; now as 
the ialary allowed is but a .mere trifle, no law- 
yer would accept of the office, which of courfe 
muft be filled from aroongft the inhabitants *, 
who are all in a happy ftate of mediocrity, 
and on a perfeil equality with each other. The 
-diftridt judge, however, who prefidcs in the 
diftriifl or circuit, has a larger falary. and is 
a man of a different caft. The diftridt or cir- 
cuit confifls of at leaft threci but not more than 
;^x counties. The county judges, which I 
have mentioned, are "judges of the court of 
common pleas, and by virtue of their ofHccs 
** alio juftices of oyer and terminer, and ge- 

* Tbii it alfo the cafe in Philadelphia, where w« find pnc* 
tifing phyriclaiit and furgeoat fiuing on the bsnch sj judgei ia 
a court ofjuflice. 

*' neral 
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•• ncral gaol delivery, for the trial of capital 
•• and other oifendcrs therein." Any two 
judges compofe the court of quarter feHions. 
Under certain regulations, eilablifhed by law, 
the accufed party has the power of removing 
the proceedings into the fupreme court, which 
has jurifdidion over every pari of the Ibts. 
This Ihort account of the courts relates only 
to. Pennfylvania : every ftatein the union has 
a feparate code of laws for itfeli^ and a diftin^ 
judicature. 



LETTER X. 

ly the Country near Tori-. — Oft&e Sail of tit 
Country en etxh Side of the Blue Mountains. 
—^Frederic-tovm.'^Cbange in the Inhabi- 
tants and m the Country as you proceed to- 
vtards the Sea.-'Numbers (f Slaves. — Ttf- 
Sacco chiefly cultivaied.-^lnquifitlvenefs of the 
People. at the 7avems<, — Ohjervations thereon. 
-^Dxfcription of the Great FaHs of the Pa- 
towmac River. — George Town.—' Of the 
Country between that Place and Hois Ferry, 
-^P<ufonous Vines. — Port tobacco. — Wret- 
ched Appearance of the Country bordering 
npan th; Ferry. — Slaves negleSled.-^PaJfage 
K2 of 
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,»33 TRAVELS THROUGHNORTH AMERICA: 
of the Patowmac very dangerous. — Fre^ 
Water Oyjiers. — Landed on a deferted Part 
of the Virginian Shore. — Great HoJ^ttaUty of 
the Firginiam. • J . - 

Stntrord, March. - 

TN the- neighbourhood of York and LancaT- 
ftcr, the foil confifts of* rich, brown, loamy 
earth; and. if you proceed in a Ibuth wefterly 
coiirfe, parallel to the Blue Mountains, you 
meet with the fame kind of foil as&r as Fre- 
deric in Maryland. Here it changes gradually 
to a deep rcddi^ colour, and continues much 
the fame along the eaftern fide of the moun- 
tains, all the way down to North Carolina, 
On croffing over the mountains, however, di- 
red:ly f:om Frederic, the fame fertile brown 
foil, which is common in the ncighbcnirhood 
of York and Lancafter, is a^in met with, and 
'it is found throughout the Shenandoah Valley, 
"and as ftr down as tire Carolinas, on die weii 
"fide of the mountains. ■ 

Between York and Frederic in Maryland 
•there arc two or three fmall towns j viz. Han* 
'over, Pctcrftiurgb, an& 'Woodfburg, butlhere 

'is nothing worthy of meViTion in any of them. 

"Frederic contains about leven hundred boufes 
and five churches, t\vo of which are for "Ger- 
man Lutherans, one for Prcftyterians, one for 
Calvini(ts, aiid-one for Baptifts. It is a flourifh- 

ing 
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ing town, and carries on a brifk inland trade. 
The arfenal of the ftate of Maryland is placed 
lieiTi the lituation being fecure and.central. . 

From Frederic I proceeded in a foutherly 
courfe through Montgomery county ia Mary- 
land. In this diref^ion the Q)il changes to a 
yellowiih fort of clay mixed with gravel, and 
continues much the fame until you come to 
die federal city, beyond which, as I have before 
mentioned, it becomes more and more Tandy 
as you approach the fea coafl;. The change 
in the fece of the country after leaving Fre* 
deric is gradual, but at the end of a day's jour-- 
ney a ftriking differeoce Is perceptible. Inftcad 
of well cultivated fields, green with wheat, 
fiich as are met with along that rich trat^lc 
which runs Contiguous to the m^ountains, large 
pieces of land, which have been worn out with 
the culture of tobacco, arc here feen lying 
wafle, with fcarcely an herb to cover them. 
Inllead of the furrows of the plough, the 
marks of the hoe appear on the ground; the 
fields are overfpread with little hillocks for 
the reception of tobacco plants, and the eye is 
aflailed in every direction with the unplea^int 
fight of gangs of male and female flavcs toil- 
ing under the harOi commands of the overfeer. 
The difference in the manners of the inha- 
bitants is alfo great. Inftead of being amongft 
the phlegmatic Gerraans,a traveller finds him<* 

K3 m 
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ielf again ia the lAldft of an inquifitive and 
prying fet of Americans, to gratify whofc curi- 
oUty it is always neccHary to devote a ceruia 
portion of time after alighting at a tavem. 
- A traveller on arriving in America may 
po0ibly imagine, that it is the defire of obtain- 
ing ufeful information which leads the peo- 
ple, whereever he ftops, to accoft him ; and 
that the particular enquiries refpeifting the ob- 
ject of his purfuits, the place of his abode, and 
that of his deftination, 6cc. are made to pre- 
pare the way for queftions of a more general 
nature, and for converfation that may be at- 
tended with fome amufement to him ; he 
therefore readily anfwers them, hoping in re- 
turn to gain information about the country 
through which he palles; but when it is 
found that thefe queftions are aiked merely 
through an idle and impertinent curiofity, aod ' 
that by far the greater part of the people who 
afk them are ignorant, boorifh fellows ; when 
it is found that thofe whg can keep up (Qvae 
little conversation immediately begin to talk 
upon pohtics, and to abufe every country ex- 
■ cepting their own ; when, lailly, it is found that 
the people fcarcely ever give fatisfaiftory an- 
swers at firft to the enquiries which are made 
by a ftrangcr rcfpeiting their country, but 
always hefitate, as if fufpicious that he was 
afking thefe queftions to procure fome local 
information 
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infonnatton, In order to enable him to over- 
jreacb them in a bargain, or to make fome- 
i^eculation in land to their injury j the tra- 
veller then lofcs all patience at this di&gree- 
flble and prying difpotition, and feels difpo&d 
to turn from them with difguft j ftill, how- , 
ever, if he withes to go through the country 
peaceably, and without quarrelling at every 
place where he flops, it is abfolutely necef. 
iary to anfwer fome few of their queftione. 
. Having followed the high way ad far as 
Montgomery court-houfe, which is about 
thirty miles from Frederic, I turned off along 
a bye road running through the woods, in or- 
der to fee the great falls of Patowmac River. 
The view of them from the Maryland ihore is 
very pleaiing, but not fo much fo as that from 
the oppofite fide. Having reached the river 
therefore clofe to the falls, I rode along through 
the woods, with which its banks are covered, 
for fome difbnce higher up, to a place where 
there was a ferry, and where I crofled into. 
Virginia. From the place where I landed to 
the Falls* which is a dillance of about three 
miles, there is a wild romantic path running 
along the margin of the river, and winding 
at the fame time round tlie bafe of a high 
bill covered v/ith lofty trees and rocks. Near 
to the fhore, almoft the whole way, there arc 
cluf^ers of fmall iflaods covered with trees, 
K 4 which 
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which fuddenly oppofing the rapid courfe of 
the ftream, form, very dangerous eddies, in 
which boats are frequently loft when navigated 
by men who are not active and careful. On 
the fliore prodigious heaps of white fand are 
ivalhed up" by the waves, and in many places 
the path is gendered almoft impailable by piles 
of large trees,' which have been brought down 
from the upper country by floods, ,and drifted 
together. 

The river, at the ferry which I mentioned, 
is about one mile and a quarter wide, and it 
continues much the iame breadth as far as the 
falls* where it. is confiderably C(Mitra6ted and 
confined in. its channel by immenfe rocks on 
either fide. There alfo its courfe is very fud- 
denly altered, fo much fo indeed, that below 
the.^Us for a ihort diilance it runs in an op- 
pofite diredion from what it di'd above, but 
foon after it refumes its former courfe. The 
water does not defccnd perpendicularly, ex- 
cepting in one prt clofe to the -Virginian 
fhorc, where the height is about thirty feet, 
but corpes rufliing down with tremendous im- 
petuofity over a ledge of rocks in feveral dif- 
ferent falls. The beft view of the cataratS is 
irom the top of a pile of rocks about fixty 
feet above the level of the water, and which, 
owing to the bend in the river, is fituated nearly 
cppofite to the fdls. The river comes from 

the 
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the nght, then gradually turning, precipitates 
itCeK down the falls, and winds along at the 
foot of the rocks on which you ihnd with 
great velocity. The rocks are of a Gate co- 
k>ur, and lie in ftrata; the furface of them in 
many places is gloiTy and fparkling. 

From hence I followed the courfc of the 
river downwards as far as George Town, 
■where I again croflcd itj and after pafling 
through the federal city, proceeded along the 
Maryland ihore of the river to Pifcatoway, 
and afterwards to Port Tobacco, two fmatl 
towns fituated on creeks of their own name, " 
which run into the Patowmac. In the neigh- 
bourhood of PifcatoWay there are fevcral very 
fine views of the Virginian ihore; Mount 
Vernon in particular appears to great ad- 
vantage. 

I obferved here great numbers of the poi- 
fonous vines which grow about the large 
trees, and are extremely like the common 
grape vines. If handled in the morning, 
when the branches are moift with the dew, 
they infallibly raife bliflers on the hands, 
which it is fpmetimes difficult to get rid of. 

Port Tobacco contains about eighty houfcs, 
tnofl of which are of wood, and very poor. 
There is a large Englifli epifcopalian church 
on the border of the town, built of flonc, 
which formerly was an ornament to the place, 

but 
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hut it is now entirely out of repair ; the win- 
dows are all broken, and the road is carried 
through the church-yard over the graves, the 
paling that furroundcd it having been torn 
down. Near the town is Mount Mifery, to- 
wards the top of which is a medicinal fpring^ 
t^markable in fummer for the coldnefs o£ the 
water. 

From Fort Tobacco to Hoe's Ferry, on 
the Patowmac River, the country is flat and 
&ady> «nd wears a moil dreary afpe£t. No- 
thing is to be fecn here for miles together but 
cxtenfive plains, that have been worn out by 
the culture of tobacco, overgrown with yel- 
low fedge,* and interfperfed with groves of 
pine and cedar trees, the dark green colour 
of which fonns a curious contrail with the 
ydlow of the fcdge. In the midft of thefe 
plains are the remains of feveral good houfes^ 
which Ibew that the country was once very 
diflterent to what it is now. Thefe were the 
houfes, moft probably, of people who ori- 
ginally fettled in Maryland with Lord Bal- 
timore, but which have now been fuffered 

* Ttu> fedge, »s it is oiBed, a a fort of cosrre ffisC*, (o hard 
iiiai cattle will rot eat ii, which fprings up fpontaneoudy, in 
ikis part of the country, on the ground thai has been leftnaftet 
It commonly grows abouc two fiet high; towards winicr it 
%»rat fcttow, and remaitu tlaoding until the enfuing famtnet, 
when » new growth dirpLnces that of the former year. At 
jts £til ^naging up it is of a hright greza colour. 

to 
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to go to decay, as the land ground them is 
worn out, and the people find it more to their 
inCereil to remove. to another part of the 
country^ and clear a piece of rich land, than 
to attempt to reclaim thefe exhaujled plains. 
In confeqaence of this, thecountry in many 
of the lower parts of Maryland appears as 
if it had been deferted by one half of its in- 
habitants. 

Such a number of roads in dliferent direc- 
tions crofs over thefe flats, upon none of which 
there is any thing like a direftion poft, and the 
.iace of a human being is {o rarely met with, 
that it is fcarcely poffible for a traveller to 
find out the dired way at once. InAead of 
twelve miles, the difhmce by the ilraight road , 
from Port Tobacco to the ferry, my horfe had 
certainly travelled twice the number before 
we got there. The ferry-houie was one of 
thole old dilapidated manfions that formerly 
was the refidcnce perhaps of fome wealthy 
planter, and at the time when the fields yielded 
their rich crops of tobacco would have af- 
forded ibme refielhment to the weary travel- 
ler ; but in the ftate I found it, it was the 
pii^ure of wretchednefs and poverty. After 
having w^ted for two hours and a half for 
my hreakfaA, the moil I could procure was 
two eggs, a pint of milk, and a bit of cake 
bread, fcarcely as big as my hand, and but lit-. 

■tie 
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tie better than dough. This I had alfo to 
divide with my fervant, who came to inform 
me, that there was abfolutely nothing to eat 
ifl the houfe but what bad been brought to 
me. I could not but mention this circum- 
flance to feveral perfoiw when I got into Vir- 
ginia, and many of them informed me, that 
they had experienced the fame treatment 
themselves at this houfe ; yet this houfe had 
the name of a tavern. What the white pco- 
~ pie who inhabited it lived Upon I could not 
difcover, but it was evident that they took 
care of themfelves. As for the poor ilaves. 
however, of which there 'were many in the 
huts adjoining the tavern, they had a moil 
wretched appearance, and feemed to be- half 
ftarved. The men and women were covered 
with rags, and the children were running 
about ilark naked. 

After having got into the ferry boat, the 
man of the houfe, as if confcioud that he had 
given me very bad fere, told me that there 
was a bank of oyfters in the river, clofe to which 
it was neceiTary to pafs, and that if I choie to 
Aop the men would procure abundance of them 
for me. The curiollty of getting oyfters in 
frelh water tempted me to ftop.and the men got 
near a buflicl of them in a, very' few minutes. 
Thefe oyfters are extremely good when cooked, 
but very difagreeable eaten raw ; indeed alltha 
oyfters ■ 
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<>yAcrs fi>UBii in America, .not excepting what 
arc taken at New York, fo clofe to the ocean, 
are, in the opinion of moA Europeans, very in- 
different and taftelcfs when raw. The Ame- 
ricans, on their part, find.ftill. greater fault with 
our oyflerjE,. ^^ch they fay are not fit to be 
eat. in any fhape, becaufe; they taAe of cop- 
per. Tije-Patowmac, as -well as the reft .of 
the nvers in Virginia, abounds with excellent 
Bih of many different kinds, as ilurgeon, fhad, 
roac^h, hprrings, &c. whici. form a very prin- 
cipal part of the food of thp , people living in 
the neighbourhood of them. . 

The river; at the ferry is about three miles 
wide, and with particular winds the waves rife 
very high; in thefe cafes they always tie the 
horfes^ for fear of accidents, before they fet 
out> indeed, with the fmaU open boats which 
.they make ijfeof, it is what ought always to 
-be done, ibr in this country gufls of wind rife 
fuddenly, and frequently when they are nqt at 
all expeded : having omitted to take this pre- 
caution, the boat was on the point of being 
overfet two or three different times as I crof- 
ied ove^. 

On the Virginian ihore, oppofite to the ftrry 
houfe from whence I iailed, there are feveral 
large creeks^ which fail into the Patowmac, 
and it is impofiible to crofs thele on horfeback, 
without riding thirty or forty miles up a Tandy 
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iinmterefting part of the country to the foi'ds 
or bridges. As f wilhed to go beyond thefe 
creeks, I therefore hired the boatmen tocafry 
me ten miles down the Patowmat: River in the 
ferry boat, pafl the mouths of them all ; this 
they accordingly did, and in-thciftemoon I 
landed on the b«u:li,t)0t a little-^eaied at find' 
ing that I had reached the Khore without hav- 
ing been under the neceflity of fwimming any 
part of the way, for during the Uft hour the 
horfes had not remained'quiet for two minutes 
together, and on one or twooccafions, having 
got. both tothefaine fide of the boat, the trim 
of it was very nearly deftroyed, and it was 
with the utmoft difficulty that we prevented it 
from being overifet; . . ' : ' ' 

The part of the conntry where I landed ap* 
peared to be a pcrfedt wildernefs ; no traces of 
a road or pathway Were vifible on the loofc 
white fand, and the cedar and pine trees grew 
fo clofely together on all fides, that it was 
fcarcely poflible to fee farther- forward in any 
diredion than one hundred yards; Takirig k 
courfc, however, as nearly as t could gucfs, ih 
a direft line from the river, uj> the country, 
. ftt the end of an hour I came upon a narrow 
road, which led to a large old brick houfe, 
fomewhat fimilar to thofe I had met with on 
the Maryland fliore. On enquiring here, from 
two Jblacks, for a uvern, I was told there was 
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no fuch thing in this part of the country ; th^ 
in the houfc before me no part of the fiimily 
was at home; but that if I rode on a. little 
^rther, I ihould come to f<»ne other gentle- 
men's houfes, where I could readily get ac- 
commodationk In the courfe of five or fix 
miles I faw feveral more of the fatoe fort of 
old brick houfes, and the evening now draw- 
ing towards a dofe, I began to feel the rieccfiity 
of going to Ibme one of them. I had feen no 
perfoo for feveral miles to tell me who any of 
the -owners were, and I was confidcring within 
myfelf which houie I (hould vifii* when a lively 
bid negro, mounted on a little horfe, came gal- 
loping after me. On applying to him for infor- 
mation on the fubjed, he took great pains to 
aJfare m?, that I fhould be well received at any 
one of the houfes I might ftop at j he faid there 
were no taverns in this part of the country, 
and ftronglyreccanmended me to proceed under 
his guidance to his mailer's houfe, which was , 
-but a mile farther on ; *' Mafferwill be ib glad 
** to fee to you," added he, " nothing can be 
like." Having been apprized beforehand, that 
it was cuftomary in Virginia for a traveller to 
go without ceremony to a gentleman's houfcr 
when there i!?as no tavem at hahd, I accord- 
ingly took the negro's advice, and rode to the 
dwelling of his mailer, made him acquainted 
with my fituatton, and begged I might be 
4 allowed 
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allowed to put my horfes in his ftable fof the 
night. The reception, however, which this ■ 
gentleman gave me, diiiered To materially from 
what I had been led to exped, that I vra 
happy at hearing from him, that there was a 
^W tavern at the diClance of two miles. I 
apologifed for the liberty I had taken, and 
made the bcft of my way to it. InAead of two 
miles^ however, this tavern proved to be about 
three tin:ies as /ar off, and when I came to it, I 
found it to be a moft wretched hovel; but an/ 
place was preferable to the boufe of a man fo 
thoroughly devoid of hofpitality. 

The next day I arrived at this place, the 
rcfidcncc of a gentleman, who, when at Phi- 
ladelphia, had invited me to pafs fome time 
with him whenever I vifitcd Virginia. Some 
of the neighbouring gentlemen yclkrday dined 
here together, and having related, to them my 
adventures on arriving in Virginia/ the whole 
company cxpreiTed the greateft; afloni/hment, 
and afTured me that it was never known be- 
fore, in that part of Virginia, that a ftranger 
had been fuffered to go away from a gentle- 
man's houfe, where he flopped, to a tavern, al- 
though itwas-clofcby. Every one feemed 
eager to know the name of the perfon who 
had given me fuch a reception, and begged 
me to tell iu I did fo, and the Virginians were 
iatis&ed, for tlie pcrfm was a — Scotchman, 

and 
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and had, it feems, removed from feme town or 
' otherto the plantation on which I found him 
but a fliort time bcfor^. The Virginians in the 
lower- parts of the ftate ore celebratai for their 
politenefs and hofpit^ity towards ilrangers; 
beyond the mountains there is a great differ-. 
ence in die manners o£ the inhabitants. 



L E T T E R XI. 

Of the Northern Neck ofyirginta, — Ftrjtfettkd 
by the KngHfi. — Houfes built by them remain' 
ing. — DrlParity of Condition ammgfi the In- 
habitants. — Efiates worked by Negroes.-^* 
Condition of the Slaves. — Worfe in the Caro- 
linas. — Lands worn out by Cultrvation ofTo' 
bacco. — Mode of cultivating and curing To~ 
bacco,-^Haufes in Virginia.-^'Tbofe of Wood 
preferred.— Lower Clajfes of People in Ftr- 
ginia.— 'Their unhealthy Appearance, 

Stntfbrdt ApriL 

'T^HIS part of Virginia, fituated between 
the PatowmACiand Rappahannock rivers, 
is called the Northern Neck, and is remarka- 
ble for ■ having been the birth place of many 
of the principal chanters, which diftiiigui/hed 
themfelvcs in America, taring the war, by 
their great talents. General Wafhington at 
Vol. I. L their 
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tbeir head. It was here that nambers ' of 
Englilli geotlemen, who migrated when Vir- 
ginia was ayoung colony^ £xed their reiidence ; 
and feveraJLof the houfes' which they- bujltrcx- 
aifUy fimilar to the old manor houfes in Eng- 
laodi are ^1 remaining^ particularly in the . 
counties cf Richmond and Weftmoreland. 
Some of thefe, like the houfes in Maryland, 
are quite in ruins j others are kept in good 
repair by the prefent occupiers, who live in 
a ftyle which approaches nearer to that of 
E/igUlli country gentlemen than what is to be 
met with, any where elfe on the continent, 
fome other -parts of Virgima alone excepted. 

Amongil the inhabitants here, and in the 
lower ports of Virginia there is a difparity un- 
known elfewhcre in . America^ excepting in 
the- large towns. Inftead of the lands being 
equally; divided,, immcnie eibtes are hdd by a 
few individuals, who derive large incomes from 
them, whilfl; the generality of the people are 
but in a ftate of mediocrity. Moft of the men 
alfd.Ki^opoffefs thefe large eftates^ having re- 
f^ived liberal educations, which the others have 
]K>tj the diilind!ion between tfacmis dill more 
obfervable. I met with &veral in this odgh- 
bourhood* who bad been brought up at the 
public fchools and nnivcrfities in England^ 
whe;¥, vmiL the unfortanate war which £:pa- 
rated^ the colonies irota h^* the yoong men 
2 ■■ ••' were 
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•^ere Tery generally educated j and even ftill 
a. few are fent ther^, as the veneration for that 
country from vrbcnce their anceilors came, 
and with which they were themfelves for a 
long time afterwards conne£ted^ is by no means 
yet extinguifhcd. 

There is l^ no means fo great a difparity 
now, however, amongfl the inhabitants of the 
Northern Neck, as was formerly, aftd it is be- 
coming lefs and Icfs perceptible every year, 
many of the large eftates having been divided . 
in confequenee of the removal of the proprie- 
tors to other parts of the countiy that werfe 
mofe healthy, and many more on account of 
the prefent laws of Virginia, which do not per- 
mit any one fon to inherit the landed eftates 
of the father to the excluiion of his brothers. 

The principal planters in Virginia have 
fiearly every thing they can want on their own 
eilates Amongft their flavcs are found tay- 
Jors, flioemakers, carpenters, fmiths, turners, 
wheelwrights, weavers, tanners, &c. I have 
feen patterns of nccellent coarfc woollen cloth 
made in the country by Haves, and a variety 
of <otton manufaftures, ambrigft the reft good 
nankeen. Cotton grows here extremely well; 
the plants are often killed by froft in winter, 
but they always produce abundantly the firft 
year in which they arc fown. The cotton from 
L z which 
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which nankeen is made is of a particular kind, 
naturally of a yellowifli cokiuf. 

The large eftatcs are managed by ftcwards 
and overfeers, the proprietors jull amufing 
themfelvcs with feeing what is going forward. 
The work is done wholly by flavcs, wbofe 
numbers are in this part of the country more 
than double that of white perfons. The fla:ves 
on the large plantations are in general very 
well provided for, and treated with mildnefs. 
Puring three months nearly^^that I was in 
Virginia, but two or three inftances of ill treat* 
ment towards them came under my obferva- 
'tion. Their quarters, the name whereby 
iheh habitations are called, are ufually lituated 
rone or two hundred yards/rem the dwelling 
. hpufe, which gives the appes? ance of a village 
.j<> the refidenc? : of every pljaHer in Virginia; 
ivvjiea the eftatCj however, is (o. ferge as to be 
divided into.ftv^ral farms, then ieparate quar- 
,ters arc attached to the houfe of the overfeer 
on each farm. Acjjoining their -Uttle habita- 
.tions, the flaves commonly have jxnall gardens 
and yards ior poultry, which are all their own 
prQperty ; they h^ve ample time, to attend to 
.their own concenns, 9nd their, gardens are ge- 
nerally found well.-ftocbed, and their flocks of 
jouliry numerous, B'efides . the food they 
raife for themfelvcs, they are allowed liberal 
rations of falted pork and Indian corn. Many 

of 



i.vCoogIc 



SLAVES. 149 

of their little huts are comfortably furiix(hed» 
and they are themfelvcs, in general,. extremely 
well clothed. In (hort, their con^iition is by 
no means fo wretched as might be imagined. 
They are forced to work certain hours in the 
day; but in return they are clothed, dieted, and 
lodged comfortably, and iaved all anxiety about 
provifipn for their offspring. Still, however, 
let the condition of a ikve be made ever fo 
comfortable, as long as he is confcious of being 
the property of another man, who has it in hi^ 
power to difpofe of him according to the 
ditflates of caprice; as long as he hears people 
around him talking of the blelTings of liber^, 
and coniiders that he is in a llate of bondage, 
)t is not to be fuppofed that he can feel equally 
happy with the freeman. It is immaterial 
under what form flavcry prefents itfelf, when- 
ever it appears there is ample caufe for hu- 
manity to weep at the iight, and to lament that 
men can be found fo forgetful of their own 
^tuations, as to live regardlefs of the feelings 
of their fellow creatures. 

With refped to the policy of holding flaves 
in any country, on account of the depravity of 
morals which it neceffarily occa^ons, belides 
the many other evil confequences attendant 
upon it, fo much has already been faid by 
others, that it is needlefs here to make any 
comments on the fubjeA. 

L3 The 
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. The number of fhe Haves incrtfares moft ra-* 
pidly, Iq that there is fcarcely' any eftate but 
, what is ovcrftocked. This is a circumftance 
complained of by every planter, as the main- 
tenance of more than are reqiiifite for the cul- 
ture of the eftate is attended with great cx- 
pence. Motives of humanity deter them from 
felling the poor creatures, or turning * cm 
adrift from the fpot where they have been 
born and^brought up, in the midft of friends 
and relations. 

What I have here faid, refpeifting the condi- 
- tion and treatment of Haves, appertains, it 
muft be remembered, to thofe only who arc 
upon the large plantations in Virginia; the lot 
of fuch as are unfortunate enough to fall into 
the hands of the lower ckfs of white peo- 
ple, and of hard tafk-mallers in the towns, is 
very different. In the Carolinas add Georgia 
again, flavery prefents itfelf in very different 
colours from what it does even in its worft 
form in Virginia. I am told, that it is no 
uncommon thing there, to fee gangs of ne- 
groes flaked at a horfe race, and to fee thefe 
unfortunate beings bandied about from one fct 
pf drunken ^mblers to another for days to- 
gether. How much to be deprecated ^rc 
the laws which fuffcr fuch abufes to exift I yet 
thefe arc the laws ena<3:ed by people who 
lioaft of their loye of |il)crty and indepen- 
dence 
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jdence, tnd^who prerubieio fay, that it is in the 
breafts of Agicricans alone that the bleilings 
of freedom are held in juft eftimatiom 

The Northern Neck, with the exceptJott 
of fome few fpots only, is flat and faiidy, and 
abounds with pine and cedar trees. Some 
piarts of it are weU cultivated, and afford good 
qp^ps; but thefc are fo intermixed with ex- 
Cenfive trads of wafte land, worn out fay the 
culture of tobacco, and which are flmoft defti- 
tute of verdure, that on the whole the country 
flag the appearance of barrennefs, 

Th^s is the cafe wherever tobacco has been 
made the principal object of cultivation. It 
is oot, however, fo much owing to the great 
fhare of nutriment which the tobacco plant 
requires, that ^he land is impoverilhed, as to 
th^ particular mode of cultivating it, which 
renders it neceflary fof^people to be continually 
walking between the plants from the moment 
they are fet out, fo that the grouijd about each 
plant is left cxpofcd to f he burning rays of the 
lun all the fumnjer, and becomes at the end 
of the feafon a hard beaten pathway. A ru- 
inous fyftem hjs prevailed alfo of working the 
^me piece of laiitj year after year, till it was 
totally exhapftcd ; after this it was left neg- 
lected, and a frefh piece of land was cleared, 
that always produced good crops for one or two 
fcafons i but this in its turn was worn out and 
L 4 afterwards 
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-aftern^rds left wafle. Many of the planters 
arc at length beginning to fee the abfurdity of 
wearing out their lands in this manner, and 
now raife only one crop of tobacco upon a 
piece of new land, then they fbw wheat for 
two years, -and afterwards clover. They put 
on from twelve to fifteen hundred buftiels of 
manure per acre at firil, which is found to be 
fuiflcient both for the tobacco and wheat; 
the latter is produced at the rate of about 
twenty buftiels per acre. 

In fome .parts of Virginia, the lands left 
wafte in this manner- throw up, in a very 
fliort time, a fpontaneous growth of pines 
and cedars ; iti which cafe, being ihaded from 
the powerful irjflucnce of the fun, they re- 
cover tlieir former fertility at the end of fif- 
teen or twenty years ; but in other parts 
many years elapfe before any verdure , appears 
upon them. The trees fpringing up in this 
fpontaneous manner ufually grow very clofe 
to each other; they attain the height of fif- 
teen or twenty feet, perhaps, in the fame num- 
ber of years i there is, however, but very Httle 
fap in them, and in a Ihort time after they are 
cut down they decay. 

Tobacco is raifed and manufaftured in the 

following manner : When the fpring is fo far 

advanced that every apprehenfion of the re, 

tprn of froft is baniihed, a convenient. fpot of 

grounc^ 
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ground is chQfen, from twenty to one hundred 
feet fquare, whereon they burn prodigious 
piles of wood, in order to deftroy the -weeds 
and infers. The warm afhes are then dug 
in with the earth, and the Teed* which is 
black, and remarkably finall, fown. The 
whole -is next covered over with bufhcs, to 
prevent birds and flies, if poffiblc, from get- 
ting to it; but this, in general, proves very 
ineffcftual j for the plant fcarcely appears 
above ground, when it is attacked by a large 
black fly of the beetle kind, which dcfliroys 
the leaves. Perfons are repeatedly fent to 
pick off thefe flies; but fometimcs, notwith- 
ftanding all their attention, fo much mifchief 
is done that very few plants arc left alive. 
As I paflcd through Virginia, I heard univer- 
sal complaints of the depredations they had 
committed ; the beds were almoA wholly de- 
ftroyed. 

As foon as the young plants arc fufficiently 
grown, which is generally in the beginning of 
May, they are tranfplanted into fields, and 
fet out in hillocks, at the diftance of three or. 
four feet from each other. Here again they 
have other enemies to contend with j the 
roots are attacked by worms, and between the 
leaves and ftem different flies depofit their 
eggs, to the infeUible ruin of the plant if not 
quickly removed j it is abfolutcly neceffaiy, 
therefore, 
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ihetcforCt as I have laid, forperfons to be 
coatinu^ly walking between the plants in or- 
der to watch» ^d alfi) to tripi them at the 
proper periods. The tops are broken off at a 
pertain height, and the fuckers, which ipring 
out between the leaves, zrp removed as loon 
as difcovered. According alfp to the parti«> 
cular kind of tobacco which the pt^tcr wiihea 
to have, the lower, the middle, o^ the upper 
leaves are fufered to remain. The lower 
leaves grow the largeft ; they are alfo milder, 
^nd more inclined to a yellow colour thai} thpfe 
growing towards the top of the plant. 

When arrived at maturity, which is ge- 
nerally about the month of Auguft, the plants 
are cut down, pegs are driven into the ftems, 
and they are hung up in large houfes, built 
for the purpofe, to (Jiy. If the weather is not 
favourable for drying the leaves, firefs are then 
lighted, and the irooke is fuffered to j^circulats 
between the plants ; this is alfo Ibmetimes 
done to give the leaves » browner colour than 
what they have naturally, Aitep this they 
are tied up in bundles of fix or ^ven leaves 
each, and thrown in heaps to fweatj then 
they are again dried. When fufficiently cu- 
red, the bundles are packed, by means of 
prefles, inhogflieads capable of containingeight 
hundred or one thoufand pounds weight. The 
planters fend the tobacco thus packed to 
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the nearefl fliippmg town, where, before c:?- 
portation, it is examined by an infpe^r ap- 
pointed for the purpofc, who gives a certi- 
ficate to warrant the fliipping of tt if it is 
found and mercha/itable, if not, he fends it 
back to the owner. Some of the warehoufes 
to which the tobacco is fent for infpedion 
are very extcnlive, and fkilful merchants can 
accurately tell the quality of the tobacco from 
knowing the warehoufe at which it has been 
infpefted*. Where the roads arc good and 
dry, tobacco is fent to the warehoufes in a 
lingular manner : Two large pins of wood 
are driven into either end of the hogfhcad 
by way of axles -, a pair of (hafts, made for 
the ■ purpofc,' are attached to thcfe, and the 
hogihead is thuG drawn along by ope or twa 
}iorfes ; when this is done great care is taken 
to have the hoops very ftrong. 

Tobacco-is not nearfo much cultivated now 
as it was formerly, the great demand for wheat 
having induced moft of the planters to raife 
that grain in preference. Thcfe who raifc to- 

* fi}r the Uwa of Americai na prodace which ha undergooa 
any fort o( oianuFaAure, as flour, poulh, tobaccOf rice, tec. can 
be exported without infpeftion, nor even puc into a boat to be 
conveyed down a river to a fea port. The inrpefion arc all 
fwom. are paid by the AateS) and not ruffered to talcc feet 
from any individual. Tbia U a molt politic meafare; for as 
none but the bell of each article can be fent out of the 
country, it enhances the price of American produce in f(K 
reiga marketai and incieafea the demand. 

bacco 
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bacco and Indian corn are called planters, aiid 
tbofe who cultivate fmall grain, farmers. 

Though many of the houfes in the Nor* 
thern Neck are built, as I have laid, of brick 
and ftone, in the ftyle of the old Englifh 
itaanor houfes, yet the greater number there, 
and throughout Virginia, are of virood ; a- 
mongft which are all thofe that have been 
built of late years. This is chiefly owing to 
a prevailing, though abfurd opinion, that 
wooden houfes are the healthiefl, becaufe the 
infide walls never |appear damp, like thofe of 
brick and Aone, in rainy weather. In front 
of every hoijfe is a porch or p«nt-houfe, com- 
IDonly exte^idingthe whole lengthof the build- 
ing ; very often there is one alfo in the rear, 
and fometimes all round. Thefe porches afford 
to. agreeable ihade from the fun during fum- 
mer. The hall, or fatoon as it is called, is 
always a favourite apartment, during the hot 
weather, in a Virginian houfc, on account of 
the dfaught of air thropgh it, and it is ufu^lly 
furnilhed limiUr to a parlour, with fofas. Sec. 

The common people in the lower parts of 
Virginia have very (allow complexions, owing 
to die burning rays of the fun in fummer, 
and the bilious complaints to which they are 
fub}e(S in the fall of the year. The women 
arc far from being comely, and the dreffes, 
which they wear out of doprs to guard them 
from 
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from the fun^ make them appear flill more 
ugly than nature has formed them. There 
is a kind of bonnet very commonly worn, 
which, in particular^ disfigures them ama- 
zingly; its is made with a caul» fitting clofe 
on the back part of the head, and a front 
ftiffened with fmall pieces of cane, v^ich 
projects nearly two feet from the head in a 
horizontal diredion. To look at a perfoa 
at one fide, it is neceflary for a woman wear- 
ing a bonnet of this kind to turn her whole 
body round. 

In. the upper parts of the country, towards 
fhe mountains, the women are totally different,. 
having a healthy comely appearance. ; 
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LETTER XII.. ■ 

Town of Tappahahnock. — Rappabannbck Ri- 
ver. — Sharks found in it. — Country border^ 

, ■ mjf upon Vrbanna. — 'Fires common in the 
Woods.— -Manner of Jlopping their dreadful 
Progrefs. — Mode of getting Turpentine from 
Trees. — Gloucefer. — Tork Town. — Remain^ 
of the Fortifications ereSied here during the 
American Wari—Hsufes Jhattered fy Balls 

. fiill remaining.— Ca-ve in the Bank of the Ri- 
ver. — Williamjhurgb. — State Houfe in Ruins* 
— Statue of Lord Bottetourt. — College of WiU 
Ham and Mary. — Condition of the Students* 

Williamlburgli, April. 

CINCE I laft wrote, the greater part of my 
time has been fpent at the houfes of dif- 
ferent gentlemen in the Northern Neck. 
Four days ago I crofled the Rappahannock 
River, which bounds the Northern Neck on 
one fide, to a fmall town called Tappa- 
hannock, or Hobb's Hole, containing about 
one hundred houfes. (Before the war this 
town was in a much more flourithing ftate 
than at prcfent j that unfortunate cotiteft ru- . . 
ined the trade of tliis little place, as it did 
that of moil of the fea-port towns in Virginia. 
The Rappahannock is about, three quarter* of 
a mile 
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a mile wide e^pofite the town, which is fercnty 
' mites above its mouth. Sharks are very oiten 
fcen ift dlis river,« What is very retnarkabk^ 
the filh are ^ found on the fide of the riref 
nextto Atftbwn. "" 

From Tappaliannock to Urbaniia, another 
Cnall town tin the Rappahannock River, fi- 
tuatcd about twenty-fioe miles kwer down, 
the country wears buta poor aipeAi^ - 

The road, which is' level and v«y f^dy, 
runs throngh woods for imles togethep. - Th© 
habitations that are fcen from it are bat few, 
and they are of the pooreft defcripticrt.- The 
woode chief^ confift of black oak, pine," and 
cedar- trees, whu;h grow bo land €^kh6 worft 
quality only- ; 

On thifi' road there ase many creeks to be 
croffed* which empty themfelves into the Rap- 
pahannock 'River, in tlie neighbourhood ' <rf 
which there arc extenfivc marfhes, that ren- 
der the adjacent country^ as may be fuppoied, -. 
very unhealthy. Such a- quantity of fnipes 
are ieen in thefe marches' cdntinUalty, thit it 
would be hardly poffible to fire a gun in s ho- 
rizontal direction, and not kiU niany ac one 
ihot. 

As I pafied through" this part of the country, 

I obferved many traces of fires in thet woods, 

which are frequent, it' feems, in the fpring 

of the year. They uAially proceed from the. 

negligence 
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negligence of people who are bornm^brufl..-' 
wood to. clear the lands, and confidering how 
often they happen, it is woodcrAil that they 
are npt. attended with more icrious confe- 
quences than commonly follow. I was a wit- 
nefK myfelf to one of thefe firea, that hjip- 
pcned in the Northern Neck. Th© d?y had 
been remarkably fercne, and appearing fa- 
vourable £or the purpofe; large qi;aj}tities of 
bmlhwood had been fired in difffreot places; 
in the afternoon, however, it bcbame fiiltry, 
and ftrearas of hot air were perceptible nbw 
and then, the uiual tokens of a guifc. . About 
five o'clock, the horizon, towards the, north 
becaqie .;4^k, and .ajerribk whirl jfind; arofe. 
I was Handing with feme gentlemen on an . 
eminence at the ^ime» - and perceived it gra- 
dually a4vancing. It tarried with it a' cloud 
of duft, dried leaves,'; and pieces of rotten 
wood, and in many places, as it camealo0g,'it 
levelled the fence rails and unnx)fed tho. fheds 
for the cattle. We^made every endeavour, 
biit in vain, to get to a place of (helt«rj in 
the courfe. of two :minutes the tvhjrl^j'ind 
oveMook.us; the Ibock was violent; ;ijt ; was, 
hardly poffible to fiahd, and difficult to 
breathe; the whirlwind pafied over in about 
three minutes, but a ftorm, accompanied by 
heavy thunder and lighlrting, fuccecded. Which 
lalled for more than half an hour. . On look- 
ing 
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Sftg round immedjately after the whirlwind 
had paiTed, a prodigioui column of fire now 
appeared in a part of the wood where 
ibme brufliwood had been burning j in many 
places the flames rofe confiderably above the 
fummit of the trees, which were of a large 
growth. It was a tremendous, and at the 
fame time fublime fight. The negroes oil 
the furrounding plantations 'were all aifembled 
with their hoes, and watches were ftationed at 
CTcry corner to give the alarm if the fire ap- 
peared elfewhcre, left the conflagration Ihould 
become general. To one plantation a fpark 
was carried by the wind more than half a mile j 
happily, however* a torrent of rain in a fhort 
time afterwards came pourin? down, and ena- 
bled the people to extinguilh the flames in 
every quarter. 

When thefe fires do not receive a timely 
check, they fometimes increafe to a moft 
alarming height; and if the grafii and dead 
leaves happen to be very dry, and the wind 
brifk, proceed with fo great velocity that the . 
fwiftell runners are often overtaken in endea- 
vouring to efcape from the flames. Indeed I 
have met with people., on whofe veracity the 
greateft dependance mi^t be placed, that have 
sfllired me they have found it a difficult tafk, 
at times, to get out of the reach of ihem, 
though mounted on good horfes. 

Vol. 1. M There 
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There is but one mode of ftopping a fire 
of this kind, which makes fuch a rapid pro- 
grefs along the ground. A number of other 
fires are kindled at fome diftance a head of 
that which they wifh to extinguilh, fo as to 
form a line acrofs the coarfe, which, from the 
direction, of the wind, it is likely to take* 
Thefe are carefully watched by a fufficient 
number of men furnilhed with hoes and rakes^ 
and they are prevented from fprcading, except 
on. that fide which is towards the large fire^ 
ft matter eaiily accompUffaed when attended to 
in the beginning. Thus the fires in a few 
minutes 'meet, and of confequence they muft 
ceafe, as there is nothing left to iecd them, 
the grafs and> leaves being burnt on all fides. 
In general there is but very little brufliwood 
in the woods of America, fo that thefe fires 
chiefly run along the ground ; the trees, how- 
ever, are often fcorched, but it is very rare 
for any of them to be entirely confumed. 

The country between Urbanna and GIou- 
ccftcr, a town fituated upon York River, is 
neither ib fandy nor fo- flat as that bordering 
upon the Rappahannock. The trees, chiefly 
pines, are of a very large fize, and afl^ord 
abundance of turpentine, which is e:^ra£ted 
from them in great quantities by the inha- 
bitants, principally, however, for home con- 
fumption. The turpentine is got by cut- 
9 ting 
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fing a large galh in the tree, and Tetting a 
trough underneath to receive the re.lnous mat- 
ter diitilled from the wound. The trees thus 
drained laft but a fliort time after they are cut 
down. In this neighbourhood there are num- 
bers of ponds or fmall lakes, furrounded by 
woods, along fome of which the views are very 
jleafing. From moft of them are falls of 
■Water into fome creek or river, which aiFotd 
excellent feats for mills. 

Gloucefter contains only ten or twelve' 
houfes ; it is fituated on a neck of land nearly 
oppofite to the, town of York, which is at the 
other fide of the river. There are remains 
here of one or two redoubts thrown up during 
the war. The river between the two places 
is about one mile and a half wide, and affords 
four ^thom and a half of water. 

The town of York confifts of about fcventy 
houfes, an epifcopalian church, and a gaol. 
It is not now more than one third of the fize 
it was before the war, and it does not appear 
likely foon to recover its former flouri{hing 
flite. Great quantities of tobacco were for- 
merly infpeded here; very little, however, is 
how raifed in the neighbourhood, the people 
having got into a habit of cultivating wheat 
in preference. The little that is fent for iti- 
ipedtion is reckoned to be of die very beft 
M 2 quality. 
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quality, and is all engaged for the London 
market. 

York is remarkable for having been the 
place where Lord Cornwalhs furrendered his 
army to the combined forces of the Ameri- 
cans and French. A few of the redoubts, 
which were ereifted by each army, are ftill re- 
maining, but the principal fortifications are 
almoft quite obliterated; the plough has paffed 
over fome of them, and groves of ptiic trees 
fprung up about others, though, during the 
fiege, every tree near the town was deftroyed- 
The firft and fecond parallels can juil be 
traced, when pointed out by a pcrfon ac- 
quainted with them in a more perfect ftate. 

In the town the houfes bear evident marks 
of the fiege, and the inhabitants will not, on 
any account, fufFer the holes perforated by. the 
cannon balls to be repaired on the outfide. 
There is one houfe in particular, which Hands, 
in the ikirt of the town, that is m a moit 
fluttered condition. It was the habitation 
of a Mr. Neilfon, a fecretary under the regal 
government, and was made the head quarters, 
of Lord CornwalHs when he firft came to 
the town i but it ftood fo much expofed, and 
afforded fo good a mark to the enemy, that 
he was foon forced to quit it. Neilfon, how- 
ever, it feems» wa& determined to flay there 

tiU 
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till the laft, and abfolutely remained till his 
negro fervant, the only perfon that would live 
■with him in fuch a houfe, had his brains dafhed 
out by a cannon fhot while he flood by his 
fide ; he then thoaght it time to retire, but 
the houfe was ftill continually fired at, as if 
it hadbeen head quarters. The walls and 
roof are pierced in innumerable places, and at 
one corner a large piece of the wall is torn 
away; in this ftate, however, it is ftill in- 
habited in one room by fome perfon or other 
equally fanciful as the old fecretary. There 
arc trenches thrown up round it, and on 
every fide are deep hollows -made by the 
bombs that fell near it. Till within a year 
br two the broken fhells themfelves remained ; 
but the New England men that traded to 
York finding they would fell well as old iron, 
dug them up, and carried them away in their 
fliips. 

The banks of the river, where the towa 
ftands, are high and inacceffible, excepting in 
a few places ; the principal part of the town 
is built on the top of them; a few fifliing 
huts and ftorchoufes merely ftand at the bot- 
tom. A cave is (hewn here in the banks, 
defcribed by the people as having been the 
place of head-quarters during the ficge, after 
the cannonade of the enemy became warm » 
but in reality it was formed and hung with 
M3 green 

C,.;,l,ZDdbyC00g[t' 



^6t TRAVELS TJIROUGH NORTH AMERICA s 

green baize for a lady» cithe;' the wife or ac, 
quaintancc otan officer, who was terrified with 
the idea of rcmijning in the town, and died of 
fright aJ tcr her removal down to the cave. 

Twelve miics from York, to the weftward^ 
ftands Williamfburgh, formerly the ieat of go- 
vernment in Virginia. Richmond was fixed 
upon during the war as a more iecure place, 
being farther rt^moved from the fea coafl> an4 
not fo much ezpofed todepredations if aneoe- 
my were to land uncxpeiSedly. Richmond 
aho had the advantage of being fituated at tho 
head of a navigable river, and was therefore 
likely toincreafc toafizewhich the othernever 
could attain. It is wonderful, indeed, what 
could have Induced people to fix upon tho 
fpot where Williamfburgh ilands for a town, 
in the middle of a plain, and one mile and s 
half removed from any navigablp ftream, when 
there were fo many noble rivers in the neigh- 
bourhood. 

The town confifts of one principal ftreet, 
and two others which run parallel to, it. At 
one end of the main ftreet ftands the college, 
and at the other end the old capitol or Aate- 
houie, a capacious building of brick, now 
crumbling to pieces from negligence. The 
houfes around it are motily uninhabited, and 
prefent a melancholy pifture. In the hall o£ 
the capitol ilands a maimed ftatue of lord, 
Botctourtj 
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Botetourt, one of the regal governors of Vir- 
ginia, ereded at the public expence, in me- 
mory of his lordfliip's equitable and popular 
adminiftration. During the war, when party 
rage was at its highcfl. pitch, and every thing 
pertaining to royalty obfioxlous, the head and 
one arm of the ilatuc were knocltcd offj it 
now remains quite expofed, and is more and 
more defaced every 6a.y. Whether the motto, 
** Refurga rege favente," infcribcd under the 
coat of arms, did or did not help to bring 
upon it its prefent &te, I cannot pretend to 
iay ; as it is, it certainly remains a monument 
of the extinction of .monarchical povrar ia 
America. 

The college of William and Mary, as.it is 
ftillealled, ilands at the oppofite end. of the 
main ilreet; it is a heavy pile, which bears, 
as Mr. Jefierfon, 1 think, fays, " a very clofe 
refemhlance to a large brick kiln, excepting 
that it has a roof." The ftudents were about 
thirty in number when I was there: from 
their appearance one would imagine that the 
leminary ought rather to be termed a gram-* 
mar fchool than a college} yet I underftand 
the viiiters, fince the prefent revolution, find- 
ing it full of young boys juft learning the ru- 
diments of Greek and Latin, a circumlUace 
which confequently deterred others more ad- 
M 4 vanced 
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I vanced from going there, dropped the pro- 
feflbrlhips for thefe two languages, and efta- 
bliflied others in their place. The profeflbr- 
fhips, as they now ftand, arc for law, me- 
dicine, natural and moral philc^phy, mathe- 
matics, and modem languages. 'Hiejbilhop 
of Virginia is prtfidcnt of the college, and 
has apartments in the buildings. Haifa do- 
zen or more of the ftudents, the cldeft about 
twelve years old, dined at his table one day 
that I was there ; fome were without flioes 
or ftockings, others without coats. During 
dinner they conftantly rofeto help themfelves 
at the fide board. A couple of diihes of falted 
meat, and fome oyftcr foup,' formed the whole 
of the dinner. I only mention this, as it 
may convey fome little idea of American coU 
IcgcRand American dignitaries. 

The epifcopalian church, the only one io 
the place, ilands in the middle of the main 
ftrcetj it is much out of repair. On cither 
£de of it is an extenfive green, furrounded 
with neat looking boufes, which bring to mind 
an Englilh village. 

The town contains about twelve hundred 
inhabitants, and the fociety in it is thought ta 
be more extenlive and more genteel at the 
£uae time than what is to be met with in 
aoy other place of its fize in America. No 
. mauti&^urcs 
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mnu&<ftures are carried on here, and fcatrcely 
any trade. ■ 

There is an hofpital here for lunatics/but 
it does not appear to be well regulated. 



LETTER XIII. 

Hampton, — Ferry to ■ Norfolk. — Danger in 
croffing the numerous Ferries in Virginia.—^ 
Norfolk. — Laws of Virginia injurious to the 
Trailing Interefi. — Streets narrow and dirty 
in Norfolk.— Yelkiv Fever there. — Ohferva- 
tions on this Diforder. — Violent Party Spirit 
amongjl the Inhabitants. — Few Churches in 
Virginia, — Several in Ruins ^-—Prroate Grave 
Tardi. 

Norfolk, April. 
TJROM Williamfburgh to Hampton the 
country is flat and uninterefting. Hamp- 
ton is a iinall town, fituated at the head of 
a bay, near the mouth of James River» which 
contains about thirty houfes and an epifcopa- 
Ijan church. A few i«z boats are annually 
built here; and corn and lumber are exported 
annually, to the value of about forty-two thou- 
&Dd dollars. It is a dirty difagreeable place, 
always 
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always infefted by a fhocking ilench icom a 
muddy fhore when the tide is out. 

From this town there is a regular ferry to 
Norfolk, acrofs Hampton noads, eighteen miles 
over. I was forced to leave my horfes here 
behind me for feveral days, as all the flats 
belonging to the place had been fent up a creek, 
feme miles for ftaves, &c. and they had no 
other method of getting horfes into the ferry- 
boats, which were too large to come clofe into 
fhore, excepting by carrying them put in thefc 
flats, and then making them leap on board. 
It is a moft irkfope piece of bufinefs to crofs 
the ferries Jn Virginia j there is not one in fir 
where the boats arc good and well manned, 
and it is neccflary to employ great circum- 
fpe6;ion in order to guard againd accidents^ 
which are but too common. As I pa^cd along 
I heard of numberlefs recent inftances of horfes 
being drowned, killed, and having their legs 
broken, by getting in and out of'the boats. 

Norfolk Aands nearly at the moijth of the 
caitem branch of Elizabeth River, the moft 
fouthern of thofe whi?h epipty themfelves into 
the Chefapeak Bay. It is the largcfl commer- 
cial town in Virginia, and Carries on a flour- 
ifhing trade to the Weft Indies. The eSports 
conlift principally of tobacco, flour, and corn, 
and vari^u^s kinds of lumber; of the latter it 
derives an inexhavAibie fupply from the Dii^ 
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mal Swauip, immediately in the nelghbour- 
liood. 

Norfolk would be a place of much greater 
Ji^e fhan it is at, prefent, were it not for the 
impolicy of fomc laws which have cxifted ia 
^he flate of Virginia. One of thefe laws, fo 
injurious to commerce, was paffed during the 
sear. By this law it was enadled, that all mer- 
chants and planters in Virginia, who owed mp- 
{ley toBiitith merchants, ihould be exonerated 
from their debts if they paid the money due 
into the public treafury inftead of fending it to 
^i^t Britain; and all fuch as fl:ood indebted 
were invited to come forward, and give their 
{noney in this manner, towards the fupport of 
Ithe conteft in which Amerjc.a was then en- 
gaged. 

The treafury at firft did not becopae much 
richer in confequence of this law; for the Vir- 
ginian debtor, individually, could gain nothing 
by paying the money that he owed into the 
treafury, as he had to pay the full fum which 
was due to the Britilh merchant; on the cpor 
trary, he might lofe confiderably : his credit 
would be ruined in the eyes of (he Britifh mer- ■ 
chant by fuch a meafure, and it would be a 
great impediment to the renewal of 4 cpm- 
mprcial intercourfe between them after the 
f^aclufion pf the war. 

However, 
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However, when the continental paper mo^ 
ney became fo much depreciated, that one 
hundred paper dollars were not worth one in 
filver, many of the people, who ftood deeply 
indebted to tHe merchants in Great Britain, 
began to look upon the meafure in a different 
point of view ; they now faw a pofitive ad- 
vantage in paying their debts into the treafury 
in thefe paper dollars, which were a legal ten- 
der; accordingly they did fo, and in confe- 
quencc were exonerated of their debts by the 
laws of their country, though in reality they 
had not paid more than one hundredth part of 
.them. In vain did the Britifh merchant fuc 
for his money when hoftiUtics were termina- 
ted i he could obtain no redrefs in any court of 
jufticc in Virginia. Thus juggled out of his 
property he naturally became diftruftful of the 
Virginiansj he refufed to trade with them on 
the fame terms as with the people of the other 
ftates, and the Virginians have confequcntly 
reaped the fruits gf their very difhonourablQ 
conduft *, 

Another law, baneful in the higheft degree 
to the trading intereft, is one which renders 

* In Pebrnary 1796, &m nefirioas bafineb wai t laft 
brought before the fupretne couK %f die Uiuud Saut in PhU 
ladetphia.by Iheagenci of theBdtifh merchant*. an4 the de- 
cifionof the judges wai fuch ai redounded to their honour; for) 
tiiey declarsd that thefe debtt fhould all be paid over again^ 
bona fide, to the firicilh merchant. 

all 
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all landed property inviolable. This law has 
induced numbers to run into debt; and as long 
as it exifls foreigners will be cautious of giving 
credit to a large amount to men who» if they 
chufe to purchafe a trad of luid with the goods 
or money entrufled to their care^ may fit down 
upon it fecurely, out of the reach of all their 
creditors, under prote^ion of the laws of the 
country. Owing to this law they have not yet 
been enabled to get a bank eflablilhed in Nor- 
folk* though it would be of the utmofl im- 
portance to the traders. The diredlors of the 
bank of the United Stales have always pe- 
remptorily refofed to let a branch of it be fixed 
in any part of Virginia whilft this law remains. 
In Bofion, New York, Baltimore, Charlefton, 
&c. there are branches of the bank of the 
United States, befides other banks, ellablifhed 
under the fanflion of the ftate legiflature. 

Repeated attempts have been made in the 
{late aifembly to get this lall mentioned law 
repealed, but they have all proved inetFedtuaJ. 
The debates have been very warm on the bu- 
finefs, and the names of the majority, who 
voted for the continuation of it, have been pu- 
blifhed, to expofe them if pofHble to Infamy; 
but fo many have Sheltered themfelvcs under 
its ian(3;ion, and foaany ftill find an intereit 
in its continuance, that it is not likely to be 
ipeedily repealed. 
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The houfes in Norfolk are about five hua*- 
dred in nurftberj by for the greater part of 
them are of wood, and but meanly buiftV 
Thefe have all been eredtcd iince thcyear I776; 
t?hen the town waa totally deftroyed by firci 
by the order of Lord Dunmore, then regal go- 
vernor of Virginia. The loffes fuftaincd oil 
that occafion were cftimated at ^.3po,ood 
flerling. Towards the harbour the ffreets 
arc narrow and irregular j in the other parts of 
the town they arc tolerably wide; none of 
them are paired, and aU arc fi^lthyj indeed, ifi 
the hot months of fummcr, the ftench that 
proceeds from fomo of thcnr h horrid. Thai 
people can be thus inattentive to cleanlinefi, 
TVhich is fo conducive to health, Snd in a to*rt 
^here a fixth part of the peo|Hc died in ontf 
year of a pcftilcntial difordcr, is moft wonder^ 
full!* 

Amongft 

• The yellow fevcf, which Jim committed fuch dreadful ra- 
vages of kte years in Amtnica, ii certainly to be confidered as a 
fort of plague. It firit appeared at Philadelphia in the year 
1793 ;ia 1794 it apt>eared at Baltimore ; in i79;,atNen' Y6i1t 
and Norfolic ; and id 1796. though the matter was huOted up at 
mach as pollibte, in order to prevent an alarm, £milar to that 
which had injured the city fo much the preceding year, yet in 
New York a far greater number of deaths than ufual Vttt 
heard of during the funmier and autumn, ftrongly fuppofed 1A 
£ave been occasioned by the fame malignant diforder. 

The accounts given of the calamitous confequencea SttW- 
daot upon it, in thefe different places, aie all much alike. Ad 
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Amongft the inhabitants are great nnmbers 

of Scotch and French. The latter arc almoft 

entirely 

nearly fimlhr to ihoCe givca of the plague :— The people dying 
foddenly, and ander die molt fhocking circumAancea — fiich ai 
were well flying away— the fick abandoned, and periOiing 
fbr want of common ncceflaries— the dead buried in heaps t«- 
getbtr withoBt any ceremony— charity at an end— the ties of 
friendlhip and coafEnguiiiitydirregarded by many ■^■others, on 
the contrary, nobly'comtng forward, and at tlie hazard of their 
own livts doing all in their power to relieve their fellow citizens, 

Kndirert the general woe. At Philadelphia, in the fpace 

of about three inomhi, no lef» than four thoufxnd inhabitanis 
were fwept off by this dreadful malady, a number, at that 
time, amtranting to about one tenth of the whole. Baltimore 
mad New York did not fuScr To feverely ; but at Norfolk, whicli 
is computed to contain about three thoufand people, no lela 
than five hundred fell riflims to it. 

The diforder has been treated very differently by different 
pbylicians, and as foihe few have furvived under each fyAem 
that has been tried, no general one has yet been adopted, I was 
tdd, however, by feveral people in Norfolk, who rcfided in the 
moft lickly part of the town during the whole time the fever 
lafted, dutai a preventative medicine, a (Irong mercurial purge 
was very generally adminidered, andafterwards Peruvian bark ; 
and that few of thofe who had taken ihia medicine were at- 
tacked by the fever. All however that can be done by me- 
dicine to Hop the progrefj of the difarder, when it has broke 
out in a town, feemi to be of no very great effeft ; for as long a» 
the excefGve hot weather lalis the fever ragea, bnt it regnlaily 
difappeara on the approach of cold weather. With regard to 
It* origin there have been alfo various opinions ; fome have 
contended that it was imported into every place where it ap- 
peared from the Weft Indies ; others, that it was generated in 
the country. Thefe opinions have been ably fupported on 
cither fide of the qneftion by medical men, who refidtd at the 
difiereot places wliere the fever ha* appeared. There are a fcw 
Utorious circumfhnces^ however, which lead me, u an indivi- 
dual. 



i.vCoo^lc 



178 TRAVELS THROUGH NORTH AMfiRlCAi 
entirely from the Weft Indies, and principally 
from St. Domingo. In fuch prodigious num- 
bers did they flock over after the Britifli 
forces had got footing in the French iflands, 
that between two and three thou&nd were 
in Norfolk at one time ; moft of them, how- 
ever, afterwards difperfcd thcmfelves through- 
out different parts of the country ; thofe who 
ilaid in the town opened little ihops of dif- 
ferent kinds, and amongft them 1 found many 
who had been in affluent circumftances before 
they were driven from their homes. 

A ftroiig party fpirit has always been pre- 
valent amongft the American inhabitants of 
tills town ; fo much fo that a few years ago, 

dnal, to think that the fever has been generated on the A- 
merican CDntinea:. In the fiift placci the fever has xlwayi 
broken oPt in thofe pant of town* which were moll ctofely 
built, and where the ftreeu have been fuffered through neg- 
ligence to remain foul and nafty ; in the fecond place, it has 
legalarly broken Ottc during the hottell time of the year, in the' 
montht of July and AuguCI, when the air on the American 
coalt is for the molt part Itagnant and fultry, and when ve- 
getable and animal matter becomes putrid in an incredible 
fliort fpace of time ; thirdly, numbers of people died of the 
difordci in New Yorlc, in the year 1796, notniihllanding 
that every Wed Indian veifcl which entered the port that feafoa 
was examined by the health officer, a regular bred phyGciao. 
nnd that every one fufpefted was obliged to perform quaran- 
line. The people in New York are fo fully perfuaded that 
the fever originates in America fiom putrid matteri that they 
kave ftf^ped up one or two docks, which were reeeptactci 
Ibr the &th of the neightioiirhood, and which contaminated 
the air when the tide was out. 

wheo 
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when Ibme Englifh and French veflels of war 
were lying in Hampton roads* and the lailors* 
from each, on ftore, the whole people were 
up and ready to join them, on the one fide or 
the other, in open conteft ; bat the mayor drew 
oat the ipilitia, and fent them to their refpec- 
tive homes. 

Here are two churches, one for cpifcopa- 
lians, the o3i6r for mctfiodifts. In the for- 
mer, iervice is not performed more than once 
in two or three weeks, and very little regard is 
paid hy the people in general to Sunday. In- 
deed, throughout the lower parts <^ Virginia^ 
that is, between the mountains and the &a,' ' 
th? people have fcarcely any fenfe of religion, 
and in the country parts the churches are all 
falling into decay. As I rode along, I fcarcely 
observed one that was not in a ruinous con- 
dition, with the windows broken, and doors 
dropping oil' the hinges, and lying open to the ' 
pigs and cattle wandering about the woods ; 
yet many of thefe were not pafl: repair. The 
churches in Virginia, excepting fuch as are in 
towns, ftand for the mod part in the woods, 
^ired from any hou&s, and it does not appear 
that any perfons are appointed to pay the fmall- 
eft attention to thenj. 

A cuftom prevails in Norfolk, of private in? 
dividiials holding grave yards, which are looked 
upon as a very lucrative kind of proper^, the 

Vol. I, N owners 
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owners ^a^eivihg confidcrable fce& aonualty 
for giving permiffion to people to bury their 
dead in them. It is very common alio to fee, 
in the l^ge plantations in Virginia, and not 
far from the dwelling houfe, cemeteries walled 
in, whe^e the people of the family are all 
buried. Thefe cemeteries are generally built 
adjoinmg -fhe garden. . 



LETTER XIV. 

J^efcriptidn of Dtfmal Swamp.— Wild Afer 
found in it. — Bears, IVoheSt &c. — Country 
ietiDCtn Swamp and Richmond. — Mode of mak- 
ing Tar and Pitch. — Poor SoU.— Wretched 
Tavertis.—'Corn Bread.-^Di^alty cf get-' 
tingFaodfor , Horfes. — Peterjburgb. — Horfe 
P^cettberf. — Defcriptionof yirginianHorJes. 
— Stik of Riding in America.— Defcription 
of Richmand, Capital of Virginia. — Singular 
.BfiJge acrofs James River. — State Hotife, 
—rFalU q/ James River. — Gambling common 
in Riehmmd. — Lower ClaJJes of People very 
quarrelfome.— Their Mode of Fighting. — - 



Richmond, Maj. 

"tj R O M Norfolk I went to look at the great 
Difmal Swamp* which commences at the 
"diftance of nine miles from the towp* and ex- 
tends 
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tends, into North Carolina, occupying in the 
whojfe. about one hundred ^nd; fifty, thoufand 
. acres. Thie^rcat trait is entirely, cpvared wltK 
treesj juniper .aud. cyprefs trees. grow, where 
there is mpft moiftiyc, and on the dry parts, 
white and red oaks and a variety of pines. . 

. Theie trees grow to ' a inoft enojrmoiis fize, 
and between. them the^|)rufUwPQd fpriags up 
{o thick that the Twaoip in m,any ^rt$,is,abro- 
lutcly impervious.. • .ln|his r^fpedl it differs to- 
tally, from,. the conimon.^oods iii the country. 
It 9bo,u,ods alfo Bf itb cane reedsi aind. ,with long, 
rich gr^fs, upon .wjjich .cattle feed ^vith great 
avidity, and Become fat, in a very Ikort fpace 
of timcj the canes, indeed, are confidered.to 
be the very bell* green food that can ' be 
given to them. The people who live on the 
borders.pf the fvvamp drive all their cattle into 
it to feed i care haWe'vei' is taken to train them 
to .cbriie hack regularly to the farms every 
iiiglit by themfelvesi otherwife it would be im- 
poiTible to find tb'eni. This is effei5ted by 
turning into tilt fwamp with them, fbr .the firll' 
few weeks they are Xent thither to fped, two or 
three old milch cows accuftomed to the j)lace; 
round wjiofe necl^s are' ' faftened fmatl. bells. 
The cows come back' every evening to be 
milked j thereft of the cattle herd with thefe, 
following the noife of the bells, and when they 
rftijrn to the farm a handful of fait, or feme- . 
. - '' ■ N 2 ■ ' ■ thing 
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thing of which they arc equally fond, is given 
to each as ain inducement for them to return 
igairi. In a fliort time the cattle become fa- 
miliar With the place, and having been accuf- 
tomed from the firft day to return, they regularly 
walk to the fiirms every evening. 
' In the^ interior parts of the fwamp large 
herds of WiW cattle are fdund, moft probably 
originally loft on being.tumed in to feed. Bears* 
wolves, deer, and othet wild indigenous animals 
are alfb met with th'ifei' Stories arc common 
in the neighbourhood of w3d men having been 
found in it, who were1oft,"lt is fuppoftd, in the 
fvvamp when children. 

The {wamp ,varies very much in different 
parts ; in fbme the furfecc of it is quite dry, 
and firm enough to bear a Korie; in others it 
is overflowed with water; and elfewhere fo 
miry that a man would link up to his neck 
if he attempted to walk upon it; in the 
drieft part, if a ti;ench is cut only a few feet 
deep, die water gu flics in, and it is filled im- 
mediately. Where the canal to connect the 
water of Albemarle Sound with Norfolk is 
cut, the water in many places flows in from 
the fides, at the depth of three feet from the 
fur^ce, in large fireams, without intcrmillion ; 
in its colour it exadly refembles brandy, 
which is fuppofed to be occafioned by the 
roots of the juniper trees; it is pcrfe<9:ly clear 
- however^ 
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however, and by no means uApalatablc; it 
is iald to poiTeis a diuretic qualify, and the 
people in the neighbourhood, who think i$ 
very wholeibme, prefer it to any other. Cer-r 
taioly there is iom^tbing veiy uncommoa in 
the nature of this iWamp, f6r the people liv- 
ing upon the borders of it do not iuifer by 
iever and ague* or bilious complaints, as is 
generally the caib with thofe fclideot in the 
neigbboarhood of other fwamps and marches. 
Whether it is the medicinal quality of the 
water, however, which keeps xhem in better 
health or not, I do not pretend to determine. 

As the Difinal Swamp lies fo very near to 
Norfolk, where there is a cooilant demand 
for £hingles, iUves, &c. for exportation, and 
as the veiy beft of theic different articles are 
made from the trees growing upon the fwamp, 
it of courfe becomes a very valuable fpecie^ 
of property. The canal whit-h is now cut- 
ling through it will alfo enhance its value, as 
when it is completed, lumber can then be 
readily fent from the remoteft parts. The 
more fouthem parts of it, when cleared, an- 
fwer uncommonly well for the culture of rice ; 
but in the neighbourhood of Norfolk, as far 
as ten feet deep from the furface, there feems 
to be nothing but roots and fibres of difier- 
ent herbs mixed with a whitiOi land, which, 
would not anfwer for the purpofe, as rice 
N 3 requires 
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requires a very rich foil. The trees,howev'eri 
that groWupon it, are a moft profitable* crop, 
•and inftead of cutting them all dbwn promif- 
cuoufly, as-com'monly is done,- they onTy -felt 
fuch as have attained a large fize, by which 
means they have- a continued fucctiflion for the 
manufaiftiire of thofe articles I mentioned. 
Eighty thouldnd acres' of the fvi^amp are the 
property of a'compiiny incorporated under the 
■title of *' The'Difmal Swamp Company." Be- 
fore the war -broke out a large number of 'ne- 
groes was conftantly employed by the com- 
pany in cutting and manufaftut-ing ftaves, £cc. 
and their affiirs were going on very profpe- 
rouily ; but at the time that Norfolk was burnt 
they loft ail their negi'oes, and very little has 
been doneby fhem fincc The lumber that 
is now fcnt to" Norfolk is taken principally 
tjff thofe parts of the fwamp which are privatt 
property. ■ ■ "'' 

From the Difmat Swartip tb Richmond, a 
diftance of about- one hundred and forty miles, 
along the fbuth" fide of James' River, the coun- 
try is flat and fandy,--and for miles togeyier 
entirely covered with pine trees. In Nanfe- 
monde county, borderingon*the Swamp, the 
foil is fo poor- that but very little corn or 
grain is raifed; it anfw'ers -well- however for 
peach orchardsj'which are found to be very 
profitable. J'rbm the peaches they 'tnake 
brandy, 
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brandy> and when properly matured it is an 
excellent liquor, and' much eftecnicd; they 
give it a very delicious flavour in this part 
of the country by infufing dried pears in it. 
Spirit and water is the univerfal beverage 
throughout Virginia. They alfo make confi- 
derable quantities of tar and pitch from the 
pine trees. For this purpofe a fort of pit is 
dug, in which they burn targe piles of the 
trees. The tar runs out, and is depofited at 
the bottom of the pit, from whence it is ta- 
ken, cleared of the bits of charcoal that may 
be mixed with it and put into barrels. The 
tar, infpiflated by boiling, makes pitch. 

The accommodation at the taverns along 
this road I found moft wretched; nothing 
was to be had but rancid fifh, fat ialt pork, and 
bread made of Indian corn. For this indiffe- 
rent fare alfo I had to wait oftentimes an hour 
or two. Indian corn bread, if well made, 
is tolerably good, but very few people can 
relifh it on the firft trial ; it is a coarfe, ftrong 
kind of bread, which has fomething of the 
tafte of that made from oats. The heft way 
of preparing it is in cakes i. the large loaves 
made of it are always like dough in the 
middle. There is a difh alfo which they 
make of Indian corn, very common in Vir- 
ginia and Maryland, 'called "hominy." It 
confifts of pounded -Indian corn and"bcans 
N 4 boiled 
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boiled together with mitk till the whole ma^ 
becomes firm. This is eat, either hot or cold, 
with bacon, or with other meat. 

As for my horfes, they were almoft ftarved. 
Hay is fcarcely ever made ufe of in this p^rt 
of the country, but in place of it they feed 
their cattle upon fodder, that is, the leaves of 
the Indian -corn plant. Not a bit of fodder, 
however, was to be had on the whole road 
from Norfolk to Richmond, excepting at two 
places ; and the feafon having been remark- 
ably dry, the little grafs that had fprung up 
had been cat down every where by the cattle 
in the country. Oats were not to be had on 
any terms ; and Indian corn was fo fcarce, that 
I had frequently to fend , to one or two diffe- 
rent houfes before I could get even fufficient 
to give one feed each to my horfes. The 
people in the country endeavoured to account 
for this fcarcity from the badnefs of the har- 
veft the preceding year ; but the feiS, I be- 
lieve, was, that corn for exportation having 
been in great demand, and a mod enormous 
price offered for it, thepeople had been tempt- 
ed to dilixjfe of a great deal more than they 
could well fpare. Each perfon was eager to 
fell his own corn to fuch advantage, and de- 
pended upon getting fupplied by his neighr 
bour, fo that they were all reduced to want. 
Peterfburgh ffands at the head of the na- 
vigable 
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vtgable part of Appamatox River, aod^ is the 
only place of conCcqucnce fouth of Jamet 
River, between Norfolk and Richmond. 
The reft of the towns, which are but very 
foiall, feem to be faft on the decline, and pre- 
fent a miferable and melancholy appearance. 
The houfes in Peterfburgh amount to about 
three hundred ; they are built without any re- 
gularity. The people who inhabit them are 
moftly foreigners -, ten families are not to be - 
found in the town that have been born in it. 
A very flourishing trade is carried on in this, 
place. About two thouland four hundred 
hogflieads of tobacco are infpefted annually at 
the warehoufes ; and at the falls of the Ap- 
pamatox River, at the upper end of ^e 
town, are fome of the beft ilour mills in the 
ftate. 

Great crowds were aflembled at this place, 
as I pafled through, attrafted to it by the 
horie races, which take place four or five 
times in the year. Horfe racing is a fevourite 
amufcment in Virginia } and it is carried on 
with fpirit in different parts of the ftate. The 
beft bred horfts which they have are imported 
from England; but ftill fotne of thoCe raiied 
at home are very good. They ufually run for 
purfes made up by fublcription. The only 
particular circumftaiice in their mode of car- 
rying on their races in Virginia is, that they 
3 , always 
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always run to the left; the horfes are com- 
monly rode by negro boys, Ibme of whom are 
really good jockies. 

The horfes in common nfc in Virginia- arc 
all of a light defcription, chiefly adapted for 
the faddle ; fome of them are handi<nne, but 
diey are for the moft part fpoiled by the falfe 
gaits which they are taught. The Vkginians 
are wretched horfemen, as indeed are all the 
Americans I ever met with, excepting (bme 
few in the neighbourhood of New York. 
They fit with their toes juft under thehorfe's 
nofe, their ftirrups being left extremely long» 
and the faddle put about three or four inches 
forward on the mane. As for the manage- 
ment of the reins, it is what they have no 
conception of. A trot is odious to them, and 
they exprefs the utmoft aftonifliment .at a 
perfon who can like that unealy gait, as they 
call it. The favourite gaits which all their 
horfes are taught, are a pace and a virack. In 
the firfl, the animal moves his two feet on 
one fide at the fame time, and gets on with 
a fort of ihuffling motion, being unable -to 
fpring from the ground on thefe two ieet as 
in a trot. We (hould call this an unnatural 
gait, as none of our horfes would ever move 
. in that manner without a rider; but the Ame- 
ricans inlift upon it that it is othcrwife, be- 
caufe many of their foals pace as foon as bom. 
Thefe 
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Thcfe kind of horfes arc called ■" natural 
pacers," and it is a matte*' of tlw utmoft diffi- 
culty to make them move in any o'ther man- 
ned i but it is not one horfe -in ' fiVc Hundred 
that would pace without being taught. Ih 
the wrack, the horfe gallops with his fore 
■feet, and trots with thofe behind. This is a 
gait equally devoid of 'grace with the other, 
and equally contrary to nature ; it is very fa- 
tiguing alfo to the horfe'; butthe Virginiao 
finds it more conducive to his <a(e than a fair 
gallop, and this circ^imftance baniihea every 
other confideration. " ■ 

The people th this part of rtiii country, bor- 
dering upon jaiHes River,*a're*ex'tremely fond 
of an entertainment which they call a bar- 
bacue. Itconfifts in a large party meeting to- 
gether, either under fome trees, or id a houie, 
to partake of a fturgeon or pig roafted in the 
open air, on a fort of hurdle, over a flow fire^ 
this, however, is an entertainment chiefly 
confined to the 'lower ranks, and, like moft 
others of the fame nature, it generally ends 
in intoxication. 

Richmond, the capital of Virginia, is fituated 
imJnediately below the falls of James River, on 
the ^north fide. The river oppofite to the town 
K about four himdred yards wide, and iscrofied 
'by meaiw ctf jwo bridges, which . are ' fepafatcd 
ty an ifland thi^tifies-nearly in the middle d£ 

the 
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the river. The bridge, leadmg from the ToaUi 
]ftKa« to the iiUod, is built upon iifteen large 
flat bottoQijed boats, kept ftationary in the river 
by flrong chains and anchors. I'he bows of 
ithem, which are very iharp, are put agajnft the 
ilream, and fore and aft there is a ilrong beam, 
upon which the piers of the bridge reft. Be> 
tweep the illand and the town, the water being 
lhallowcr, the luidge is built upon piers formed 
fof iquare cafements t^logs $lled with ftooes. 
To Jxis tl^efv is no railing, aqd the boards with 
which it is covered are fo loofe, that it is dan- 
gerous to ride a horfe acrofs it that is not ac- 
cuAooacd to it.The bridges thrown acrofs this 
liver, opposite die town, have repeatedly been 
carried away j it is thought idle, therefore, to 
go to the expence of a better one than what 
.exifts at prefent. The ftrongeft ftone bridge 
could'hardly reiiil the bodies of ice that are 
hurried down the falls by the ^oods on the 
breaking up rf a fevere winter. 

Though the houfes in Richmond are not 
more than feven hundred in number, yet they 
extend nearly one mile and a half along the 
banks of the river. The lower part of the 
town, accQrdiog to the courie of the jiver, is 
built clofe to the water, and oppolite to it lies 
the Shipping; this is connedcd with the upper 
town by a long ftreet, which runs parallel to the 
courfe of the riveri about fifty yards removed 
fT<»n 
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irom the hxaki. The fituation of the tipper 
town is very ple^fing ; it ftands on an elevated 
fpot, and commands a fine profpei^ of the falls 
of tfab rirer, and of the adjacent countiy on the 
oppofite fide. The beft houfes ftand here, and 
alio ^e Capitol or ftatehoufe^ From the op- 
polite fide of the rirer this buil^ng appears 
extremely well, as its dcfcifts cannot bcob- 
fcrved at that diftance, but on a clofer in- 
ipeftion it proves to be a clumfy ill /hapenpilc. 
The original plan was fent over from France 
by Mr. Jefferfon> and had great' iriclrit 5 but his 
ingenious countrymen thought they could im- 
prove it, and to do To placed what was in- 
tended for the attic ftoiy, in the plan, at the 
bottom, dnd fut the columns on the top of it. 
In many other refpeifts, likewife, the piaft v.'a.i 
inverted. This building ts finilhed tntirely with 
red brick; eVen the columns thcmfelves ar^ 
formed of brick; but to make them appear like 
ftone, they have been partially whitened with 
common whitewafh. The infideof the build- 
ing is but very Utile better than its exterior 
part. The principal room is for the houfe of 
(■eprcfentatives ; this is u(cd alfo for divine 
fervice, as there is no fuch thing as a church 
in the town. The veftibule is circular, and 
very dark ; it is to be ornamented with a fta- 
tue of General Wafhington, executed by an 
eminent artifl; in France, which arrived while t 
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was ID . the town.. Ugly; and U) contrivqd as 
ihis built^tng U,a,Araogeri]iuitnp£aUempt,tp 
find fault with any part of it, for it is looked 
upon by the inhabitants 9S. a moft clegani; fi('- 
hnc. , ■. r ,;..,. 

.The.falls.in the river, or tljV.^pid-S, »s.they 
(hould be. called, extend fix raile^ ^^^^ ^^^ 
city, in the courie of which there is a defcenf 
of ^ajxjut eighty fcot. The river is here full 
ofla'rge rocks,.and the water ruflies oyer them 
in fome places with great .irapetuofity. A 
canal is completed at the npyh ikie of thcfe 
^lls, which, renders the, navigation complete 
from Richmond to the, Bl\ie'Mountaios, and 
at particular times pf.the year, boats with light 
burthens can proceed ftill higHer up.. In the 
river, oppofite the town, are no more than 
feven feet water, but ten miles lower down 
about twelve feet. Moft of the veiftls trading 
to Richmond, unlade the greater part of their 
cargoes at this place into rivet; craft, and then 
proceed wp to the town. Trade is carried on 
here chiefly by foreigners, as th|e Virginians 
have but little inclination for it, an<l are. too 
fond of amuTemcnt to purfuc it .with much 
fuccefs. ^ 

Richmond contains about four thoufand in- 
habitants, onehalfof whomareflaves. Amongft 
the freemen are numbers of lawyers, who, with 
the officers of the ftate government, and feveral 
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that live retired on their fortunes, refide in the 
upper town; the other part is inhabited prih- 
cipally by the traders. 

Perhaps in no place of the fame fixe in the 
world is there more gambling goLag- for Ward 
tluin in Richmond. I h^d fc^ely alighted 
from my borfe at the tavern, when the landlord 
came to a(k what game I was moil partial to, 
as in fuch a room there was a faro table> in 
another a hazard table, in a third a billiard ta- 
ble, to any one of which he was ready to con- 
du«fl me. Not the fmalleft fecrecy t$ cm- 
ployed in keeping thefe tables; they are itl- 
ways crowded with people, and the doors ^ of 
the apartment are only Ihut to prevent the j^b- 
ble from coming in. Indeed, throughout the 
lower, parts of the coimtry in Virginia, and alfo 
in thaC pjrt .of Maryland :iiext to it, there is 
fcarcely a petty tavern without a billiard roomi 
and this is always full of afet of idle low-lived 
fellows, drinking fpirits or playing cards, if not 
engaged at the table. Cgckfighting is alfo 
another ^vpurite diverfion. It is chiefly, how- 
ever, the lower clafs of people that partake of 
thefe amufements at the taverns; In private 
there is, perhaps, as little gambling in Virginia 
as in any other part of America. The circum- 
ftance of having the taverns thus infefted by 
fuch a fet of people renders travelling ex- 
Vcmely unpleafant. Many times 1 have been 
forced 
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forced to proceed much farther in a (ky dian 
I have widied, in order to avoid the fcenes of 
rioting and quarrelling that I have met with at 
the taverns, which it is impoffible to eicape as 
long as you remain in the fame hoille where 
th^y are carried on, for every apartment is con- 
fidei*ed a& common, and that room in which a 
ftrariger fits down is fure to be 4he moft fre- 
guonted. 

- Whenever thefe people come to bI«Wfi, they 
figlu juft like wild beafts, biting, kicking, and 
endeavouring to teareach other's eyes out with 
their nails. Jt is by no means. Oncofcnmon to 
me*l with thofe who have loft an eye in a 
conibatjiind there arc men who pride them-- 
felvcs upon the dexterity with whith they can 
fcoop one out. This Is called goaging* ' To 
perform the horrid operation, the combatant 
twiils his -forefingers in the iide locks of bis 
advcrfary's hair, and then applies his thumbs 
to the bottom of the eye, to force it out of the 
focket. If ever there is a battle, in which 
neither of thofe engaged lofes an eye, their 
feces arc however generally cat in a (hocking 
manner with, the thumbnails, in the many 
attempts which are made at gouging. But 
what isworle than all, thcfe wretches in their 
combat endeavour to their utmoft to tear o)it 
each other's tefticles. Four or five inftances 
came within my own obfervation, as I paffed 
through 
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through Maryland dnd Virginia, of men being 
coofined in their beds from the injuries which 
they had received of this nature in a iight. In 
the Carolinas and Georgia, I have been credi- 
bly.aflUredt that the people are ftill more de- 
praved in this refpciSt than iri Virginia, and that 
in feme particular parts of thefe ^ies, every 
third or fourth man appears with one eye* 
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X)f/cri^fon of Virginia ietweert B-icBmond and 
the Mountains. '■'Fragrance of Flowers and 

. Shrubs in the fVaads* — Melody of the Birds. — ■ 
Of the Birds of Virginia. — Mocking Bird- 
Blue Bird— Red Bird, &c.~Singfilar Noifes 
of fife Frogs>r-^Colum&ia.— Magazine there* 
■*^Fire Flies in the Woods. — Green-Springs. ■-— 
fVretchedt^efs of the Accommodation there. — 
' Difficuity of finding the Way through the 

Woodt.-^erpents Rattk-Snaie. — Copper- 

Snake. — Black Snake. — South-jpefi^ or Grtejt 
Mountains.-'^ Soil of them. -^Mountain "^or-^ 
rents do great Damage.— Salubrity ^ the 
Climate. -^Gr eat Beauty of the P-tafantry. — 
Many Cttnthmen of Property living here.-^ 
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Montkello^thtBeat of Mr. Jefferfon.-^Vine-^ 
yards.~—Objervations on the Culture g^ the 
Grapit and the MantifaBwe cf f^inck 

MonticeliO] U^f. ' . 

TTAVING (laid at Richmond fomcWh»t 
^ •*■ longer- than a week, Tvhich I found db- 
foluteljr neceiJary, if it had only been to recrti^ 
the ftrength of my horfes, that had been half 
ftarvcd in coming from Norfolk, I proceeded 
in a north- wefterlydireiflioB towards the South- 
Weft or Green Mountains. 

The country about .Ridiniond Is landy, but 
-. n6t fo much fo, nor as flat as on the fouth fide 
of James River towards the fea. It now wore 
a moft pleafing afpedt. The firft week in May 
had arrived; the trees had obtained a confi- 
dcrable part of their foliage, and the air in the 
woods was perfumed with the fragrant fmell 
of numberlcfs flowers and flowering (hmbs, 
which fpring up on all fides. The mufic of 
the birds was alfo delightful* It is thought 
that in Virginia the finging birds are finer than 
what are to be met with on any other part of 
the continent, as the climate is morexongenial 
to them, being neither fo intenfely hot in fum- 
mer as that of the Cart^iRas, nor fo ceSd-in 
winter as that of .the more northern (fates. 
The notes of the mocking bird or Virginian 
pightingale are in particular mofl melodious. 
- Th« 
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This bird is of the colour and about the fize ' 
of a ^ru0i, but more Ilender } it imitates the 
fong of every other bird, but with incrcafed 
ftrcngth and fweetnefs. The bird whofe fong 
it mocks generally iflies away, as if confcious of" 
being excelled by the other, and diiljitisfied 
with its own powers. It is a remark, how- ^ 
ever, made by Catcfby, and which appears to 
be a very juft one, that the birds in America 
are mdch inferior to thofe in Europe ifl th» 
melody of their notes, but that they arc fupe- 
rior in point^f plumage. I know of no Ame-i 
rican bird that has the rich mellow note of 
our black-bird, the fprightly note of the Iky- 
lark, or the fweet and plaintive one of the 
nightingale. 

After having liftened to die mocking bird, 
there is no novelty in hearing the fong of any 
other bird in the country j and indeed their 
fongs are for the moft part bttt very fimple io 
themfelvcs, though combined they are, pleaf-k 
ing. 

The moft remarkable for their plumage erf" 
thofi commonly met with are, the blue bird 
and the red bird. The iirit is about the&zp 
of a linnet; its back, head, and wings arec^ 
dark yet bright bluej when flying the plumage 
appears to the greateft advantage. The rod 
bird is larger tbata a iky lark, though finaller . 
than a thruih ; it is of a vermilitm colour, and 
O 2 JWS 
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has a imall tuft on its head. A few humming 
birds make their appearance in fummer, but 
their plumage is not fo beautiful as thoie found 
more to the fouthward. 

Of the other common birds there are but 
few worth notice. Doves and quails> or par- 
tridgcs as they are fometimes called, afford 
good diverfion for the fportfman. Thefe laft 
birds in their habits are exadly fimilar to 
European partridges, excepting that they alight 
fometimes upon trees; their 6ze is that of the 
quail, bat th^y are neither the iame as the Eng- 
lish quaij or the Englifh partridge. It is the 
iame .with many other birds, as jays, robins, 
■Jarks, phe^f^nts, . 5cc. which were called by 
the .Englilh fettlers after the birds of the fame 
pame in England, becaufe they bore fome re- 
semblance to them, though in faft they are 
materially different. In the lower parts of Vir- 
ginia, and to the fouthward, are great numbers 
of large birds, called turkey buzzards, which, 
when mounted aloft on the wing, look like 
eagles. In Carolina there is a law prohibit- 
ing tli^ killing thefe birds, as they feed upon 
^trid carcafes,and therefore contribute to hcep 
'^he air whplcfome. There is only one bird 
'japip y/hich-'lt thall mention, the whippcr- 
will, or .^vhip-poor-will, aa it is fometimes 
-.oiled, from th^ pkintivc aoife that it makes ; 
:io my ear it ibunded wyp-o-H. It begins to 
. .1 ■ make 

L, ,z,;i.,C00g[c 



COLUMBIA. t97 

make this noifc, which is heard a great way 
off, about dulk, and continues it through the 
greater part of the night. This bird is (o very 
wary, and fo few inftances have occurred of 
its being ieen, much lefs taken, that many 
have imagined the noifc does not proceed from 
a bird, but from a frog, efpecially as it is heard 
moft frequently in .the neighbourhood of low 
grounds. 

The frogs in America, it mail here be ob- 
ierved, make a moft lingular noiie, fome of 
them abfolutely whiftling, whilft others croak 
|b loudly, that it is diiBcult at times to tell 
whether the found proceeds from a calf or a 
^g : I have more than once been deceived 
by the noife when walking in a meadow. 
Thefe laft frogs are called bull frogs ; they 
moftly keep in pairs, and are pever found but 
where there is good water ; their bodies are 
fhim four to feven inches long, and their legs 
tre in proportion ; they are extremely a£ttve» 
and take prodigious leaps. 

The firil town I reached on going towards 
the mountains was Columbia, or Point of Fork, 
as it is called in the neighbourhood. It is 
fituated about iixty miles above Richmond, at 
the confluence of Rivanna and Fluvanna rivers, 
which united form James River. This is a 
fiourilhing little place, containing about forty 
bou&s, and a warehoufe for the infpeflion of 
O 3 • tobacco. 
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tobacco. On the neck of land between tbe 
two rivers, juft oppofite to the town, is the 
magazine of the ftate, in which are kept twelve 
thoufand Aand of arms, and about thirty tons 
of powder. The low lands bordering upon 
the river in this neighbourhood are extremely 
valuable. 

From Columbia to the Green Springs, about 
twenty miles farther on, the road runs almoll 
wholly through a pine forcft.and is very lonely. 
Night came on before I got to the end of it, 
and, as very 'commonly happens with travellers 
in this part of tbe Af orld, I foon loft my way. 
A light, however, feen through the trees, 
ieemed to indicate th^ a houie was not lar 
off i my fervant eagerly rode up to it, but the 
poor fellow's confternation was great indeed 
when he obferved it moving from him, pre- 
fently coming back, and then with fwiftnefs 
deprting again into the woods. I was at a 
lofs for a time myfelf to account for the ap- 
pearance, but a&er proceeding a little iartjierf 
I obferved the fame fort of light in many other 
places, and difmountlng from my horfe to ex- 
amine a bu(h where one of thefc fparks ap- 
peared to have &llcn, I found it proceeded 
from the fire fly. As the fummer came on, 
thefe flies appeared every night. : after a light 
fliower in the afternoon, I have feen the woods 
iparkling with them, in every quarter. The 
9 light 
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■ fight is emitted from the tail, and the animal 
has the power of emitting it or not at plea- 
sure. 

After wandering 'about till it was near 
^ven o'clock, a plantation at Uil appeared, 
and having got frefti information refpefting 
the road from the negroes in the quarter, who 
generally iit up half the night, and over a 6fe 
in all feaibns, I again let out for the Green 
Springs. With fome difficulty I at lafl: found 
, the wa)t» and arrived there about midnight. 
The hour wasfo unfeafonable, that the people 
at the tevcrn were very unwilling to ppen their 
doors ; and it was not till I had related the hif- 
tory of my adventures from the laft ftage two 
or three times that they could be prevailed 
upon to let me in. At laft a tall fellow in his 
£birt came grumbling to the door, and told mc 
I might come in if I would. I had now a par- 
ley for another quarter of an hour to perfuade 
hun to give me .fome dorn for my horfes, which 
he was very unwilling to do; but at lafl; he 
complied, though much againd his inclina- 
tion, and unlocked the flable door. Returning 
to the houfe, I was fhewn into a room about 
ten feet fquare, in which were two filthy beds 
fwarming with bugs j the ceiling had moul- 
fiered away, acid the walls admitted light in 
various places i it was a happy circumllancc, 
itowcvcr, that thefe apertures were in the wall, 
O 4 for 
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for the windovp of the apartment wa3 in{uf-> 
^iept in itfelf to admit cither light or frefh 
air. Here I would &in have got fwnething to 
eat, if polBble, but not even fo much as a piece 
of bread was to be had j indeed, in this part 
of the country they feldom think of keeping 
bread ready made, hut juft prepare fiifiicicnt 
for the meal about half an hour before it is 
wanted, and then fcrvc it hot. Unable there- 
fore to procure any food, and fatigued with 'a 
long journey during « parching day; I threw 
myfelf down on one of the beds in my clothes, 
and enjoyed a profound repofe, notwithfland-* 
ing the repeated onfets of the bugs and other 
vermin with which I was molcftcd. 

Befides the tavern aad the quarters of the 
ilaves, there .is but one more building at this 
place. This is a large farm houfe, where pea* 
pie that refort to the fprings are accommodated 
with lodgings, about as good as thofe at the 
tavern. Thefe habitations ftandin the center 
of a cleared fpot of limd of about fifty acres, 
furroundcd entirely wdth wood. The fprings 
arc juft on the margin of the wood, at the 
bottom of j^ Aope, which begins at the houfes, 
and are covered with a few boards, mej^Iy to 
keep the leaves from filing in. The waters 
ore chalybeate, and are drank chiefly by per- 
sons fi-om the low country, whofi; conftita- 
tioQi 
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tions have been relaxed by the heats of fum- 
mer. ■ 

Having break^fted in the morning at this 
miicrable little place, I proceeded on my jour- 
jiey up ■ the South-weft Mountain. , In the 
courfe of this day's ride I obferved a great 
number of fnakes, which were now beginning 
to come Airth from their holes. I killed a. 
black one^tlut I found fleeping^ftretched across 
the road ; it was five feet in length. The black 
Ihake is more commonly met with than any 
other in this part of America, and is ufually ' 
fi'om four to fix feet in length. In proportion 
to the length it is extremely flender j the back 
is perfectly black, the. belly' lead colour, in- 
clining to white towards the throat. The 
bite of thi6 fnake is not poifonous, and the 
people in that country are not generally inclin-' 
cd to kill it, from its great utility in dcftroying 
rats and mice. It is wonderfully fond of milk, 
and is frequently found in the dairies, which 
in Virginia are for the moft part in low fltua- 
tionSflike cellars, as the milk could not other- 
wife be kept fwect for two hours together in 
fummer time. The black fnake, at the time 
of copulation, immediately purfues any perfoa 
who comes in fighti and with fuch fwiftnefs, 
that the bell runner dannot efcape from him 
upon even ground. Many other forts of harm- 
Jffs fnakes are found here, fome of which are 
beautifully 
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beautifully variegated, as the garter, die rib- 
bon, the blueilh green fnake, &c. &;c. Of 
the venomous kind, the moft coninion are the 
rattle fnake, and the copper or moccaffin fnake. 
The former is found chiefly on the mountains ; 
but although frequently met with, it is very 
rarely that people are bitten by it; fcarcely a 
fummer, however, palTes over without ievecal 
being bit by the copper fnake. The poifon of 
the latter is not fo fubtilc as that of the rattle 
fnake, but it is very injurious, and if not at- 
tended to in time, death will certainly enfuc. 
The rattle fnake is very dull, and never at- 
tacks a perfon that does not mole/l him ; but, 
at the fame time, he will not turn out of the 
way to avoid any one ; before he bites, h» al- 
ways gives notice by shaking his rattles, fo that 
a peribn that hears them can readily get out of 
his way.- The copper fnake, on the contrary, 
is more a<^ive and treacherous, and, it is iaid, . 
will abfolutclyputhimfclfin the way of a per- 
fon to bite him. Snakes are neither fb nu- 
merous nor fo venomous in the northern as in 
the fouthern ftates. Horles, cows, dogs, and 
fowl leem to have an innate fenfe of the dan- 
ger they are expofed to from thefe poifonoas 
reptiles, and will {hew evident fymptcnns of 
fear on approaching near them, although they 
are dead ; but what is^remai;kable, hogs, fo ^r 
from being afraid of them, purfue and devour 
them, 
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-dicm vridi the greateft avidity, totally regard- 
lefs of their bites. It is fuppoied that the great 
quantity of fet, with which they are furnilhed, 
prevents the poifon from operating on their 
bodies as on thofe of other animals. Hog's 
lard, it might therefore reafonably be coii" 
jeiltured, would be a good remedy for the bite 
of a fnake ; however, I never heard of its being - 
tried ; the people generally apply herbs to the 
wound, the fpecific qualities of which are ifrell 
known. It is a remarkable indance of the 
bounty of providence, that in all thofe parts of 
the country where thefe venomous reptiles 
abound, thofe herbs, which arc the moil certain 
antidote to the poifon are found in the greateft 
plenty. 

The South-weft Mountains run nearly pa- 
rallel to the Blue Ridge, and are the firft 
which you come to on going up the copntry 
from the fca-coaft in Virginia. Thefe moun- 
tains are not lofty, and ought indeed rather- 
to be called hills than mountains j they are 
npt feen till you corpe within a very few miles 
of them, and the afcent is fo gradual, that you 
get upon their top almoft without perceiving 
it. 

The foil here changes to a deep argilaceous 
earth, particularly well fuited to the cul- 
ture of. fmall grain and clover, and produces 
abundant crops. As thi^ earth, however, does 

not 
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DOt abforb the water very quickly, the &riner 
is expofed to great loiTes from heavy falls of 
rain ; the feed is liable to be washed out of 
the groundi fo thar ibmetimes it is found ne- 
cclTary to fow a field two or diree di&rent 
times be&re it becomes green j and if great 
care be not taken to guard fuch fields as lie 
on a declivity by proper trenches, the crops 
are fometimcs entirely doftn^ed, even after 
they arrive at maturity j indeed, very often, 
notwithlUnding the utmoft precautions, the 
water departs from its ufual channel, and 
fweeps away all before it. After heavy tor- 
rents of rain I have frequently feen all the 
negroes in a farm difpatched with hoes and 
fpades to different fields, to be ready to turo 
the courfe of the water, in caie it Ihould take 
an improper diredion. On the fides of the 
mouiitain, wbcr^ the ground has been worn 
out with the culture of tobacco, and left 
vfi^e, and the water has been fuffered to run 
in the fame channel for a length of time, it is 
furprifing to fee the depth of the ravines or 
gullies, as they are called, which it has formed. 
They are juft like fo many precipices, and are 
infurmountable barriers to the paflage (com one 
fide of the mountain to the other. 

Notwithftanding fuch difadvantages, how« 
ever, the country in the neighbourhood of 
ikck mountains is far more populous than 

thi« 

L, ,z,;i:, Google 



CLIMATE. Mf 

that which lies towards Richmond ; and there 
are many perfons that even confider it to ^e 
the garden of the United States. All ^e 
produifttoDS of the lower part of Virginia may 
be had here, at the fame time that the heat 
is never found to be fo oppreflive j for in the 
hottefl months in the year there is a frefhnefs 
and elailicity in the air unknown in the low 
country. The, extremes of heat and cold 
are found to be 90° and 60* above cipher, but 
it in not often that the thermometer rifes 
above 84% and the winters are fo mild in ge- 
neralf that it is a very rare circumftance for 
the foow to lie fc»: three days together upoa 
die grou^. 

The falubrity of the climate is equal alio 
to that of any part of the United States j 
and the inhabitants have in confequence a 
kealthy ruddy appearance. The female part 
of the peafantry in particular is totally difie- 
tent from that in the low country. Isftead of 
the pale, iickty, debilitated beings, whom you 
meet with there, you find amongH: thefe moun- 
tains many a CHie that would be a fit fubjedfc 
to be painted' &x a Lavinia. It is really de- 
lightful to behdd the groups of females, af- 
fembled here, at times, to gather the cherries 
fti^ other fruits which grow in the greatell: 
abundance in the neighbourhood of almoft 
every habitation. Their fhapes and complex- 

ionst' 
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ions are channing;. and the caroeflnefs of 
their dreiTes, which conljft of little more, in 
commoD, than a fiaiple bodice and petticoat^ 
makes them appear even Aill more engaging. 

The common peopk in this neighbourhood 
appeared to me to be of a morb frank and 
open difpofition, more inclined to hofpita- 
lity, and to live more contentedly' on what 
they poiTeftedf than the 5>eop]e of the ' '{Ante 
clafs in any other part of the Umted States 
I paffed through. "From being ab1e> ho#eYeri 
to procure the neceflaries of life upon very 
eafy terms, they are rather' of an indolent ha- 
.bit, and inclined, to dillipation-.- lAtoietcatioa 
is very prevalent, and it is fcarcelypoflibleto 
meet with a man who does not b^n die day 
with taking one, -two, or more. drams as foon 
as he rifes. Brandy i6 the liquor which they 
principally ufe, and-having the grealeft abun- 
dance of peaches, 'ihey mdkc it at a very 
trifling espcnce. There is hardly a houfe to 
be found with two room's in it,' but where the 
inhabitants have a ftill. The females do not 
Ml into the habit of intoxication like the merf, 
but in other refpe«9:fi they ate ■ equally dif- 
pofed to plcafure, and their li^onis are in like 
manner relaxed. " 

Along thefe inouotains live fevcral gentle- 
men of large landed property^ who^faitn their 
own eftates, as in the lower parts of Virginias 
among 
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among dvs number its Mr. Jeffer£m \ £om 
whofe feat I date this letter. His houfe is 
about three miles diftant from Charlotte^ilfe 
and two from Milton, which is on die head 
tvatcrs of Rivanna River, It is moft fingnlarly 
^tuated, being built upon the top of a £mll 
Coounuin, the apex of which has been cut off, 
£> as to leave an area of about an acre and half. 
At prefent it is in an • imfinilhed ftate ; bat if 
carried onaccording to the plan lalddown^it will 
be one of the moil elegaht pidvate habitations 
in the United States. A large apartment is 
laid out for a library and mafeum* meant to 
extend the entire breadth of 4he houfe, the 
windows of which are tp^ open into an extcn- 
five green houfe and aviaiy. - In the center is 
another veiy fpacious- ^^rtinentf of. an o^a- 
gon form, readiirig frcHn'-the front to the' rear 
of the hboje, the large -folding glafs doonsr of 
which, at each end^epen iinder a porfioo.-i^An 
apartment life this, extending fromfront to 
back, is very common ip -a. Virginian houi&j 
it is called the laloon, andduting fummer i$ the 
one generally preferred bythc family, on ac- 
count of its -being more-airy and fpacioQS than 
any other. .The houfe commands a magnifi- 
cent profpei^ on one fide of the blue ridge of 
mountains for nearly forty miles, and on the 

f Vke-prefident of the United Stato. 
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oppofite one, of the low country, iii appear-* 
ance like an extended heath covered with 
trees, the tops alooc of which are vifible. The 
miils and vapours arifing from the Iqw grounds 
give a continual variety to the fcene. The 
mountain whereon the houfe Aands is thickly 
wooded on one fide, and walks . arc carried 
round it, wUh different degrees, of obliquity, 
running into each other. On the fouth fide 
is the garden and a large vineyard, that pro- 
duces abundance of fine fruit. 

Several attempts have been made in thitf 
neighbourhood to bring the manufacture of 
wine to perfedioni none of them however 
have fucceededto the wiffi of the parties. A 
fet of gentlemen once went to the expence even 
of getting fix Italians over for the purpofc, but 
the vines which the Italians found growing 
^re were different, as well as the- foil, from 
what they had been in the habitof cultivating, 
and they werenol much more fuccefsful in the 
bufinefs than the people of the country. We 
mull not, however, from hence conclude that 
good wine can never be manufaftured upon 
thefc mountains. It is well known that the 
vines, and the mode of cultivating them, vary 
as much in different parts of Europe as the foil 
in one country differs from that in another. 
It will require fome time, therefore, and dif- 
ferept experiments, to afcertaii) the particular 
kind 
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kind of vine, and the aiode of cultivattng i(,- 
bcft adapted to the foil of thefe mouiitains* 
This, howcTcr, having been once afcertained^ 
there is every rcafou to fuppofe that the grape 
maj be cultivated to the greatefl pecfedion, as 
the climate Is as Rvotirable for the purpofe as 
that of any country in Europe. By experi- 
ments alfo it is by no means improbablef that . 
they wiir in procefs of time learn the beil 
metljod of converting the juice of the fx'uit into 



LETTER XVt 

Of tbe'Coutttfy hetteeen the South-w^ and Blue 
Mountains, — ■ Copper and Iron Mines. — 
Ltyncbburgb. — Hew,t^ondon.- — Armduryhere. 
—Defcription ef tke Road over the Blue. ■ 
Mountains,' — Peaks of Otter^ bigheji of the 
Mciiniains, — Suppojed Height .■'^Mucb over' 
rated. — German Settlers numerous beyond the 
Blue Mountains. -^Singular Contraji between 
the Country and the Inhabitants on each Side 
of the Mountains. —■■Of the Weevil. — Of the 
Heffian Fly.—Bottetourt County. — Its Soil. 
— Salubrity of the Climate.^ Medicinal 
Springs here. — Much frequented, 

FinciflTe, May. 

'■p^HE country between the .South-weft 

Mountains and the- Blue Ridge is very 

fertile, and it ia much more thickly inhabited 
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than the lower parts of Virginia. The cli- 
Biate is good, and the people ■ have a healthy 
and robuft appearance. Several Taluable mines 
of iri>n afld copjper have been difcovered here, 
for tho woi^king of fome of whidh works have 
been effebliftied; but till the country becomes 
more populous it cannot-be expedtedthat they 
will be carried on with much fpirit. 

Having crofled the South-weft Mountains, 
I pafled along through this county to Lynch- 
burgh, a town Htuated on the fouth fide of 
Fluvanna River, one }nifidKd and fifty miles 
above Richmond. Tbk tpwn contains about 
one hundred houfes,and a warchoufc for the 
infpcdtionof tobacco, where about two thou-- 
fand hbgHieads are annually infpedted. It 
has been built entirely within the laft fifteen 
years, and is rapidly increafing, from its ad- 
vantageous fituation for carrying on trade with 
the adjacent country. The boats, in which the 
produce is conveyed down the river, are from 
forty-eight to fifty-four feet long, but very 
narrow in, proportion to their breadth. Three 
men are fufficient to navigate one of thcfe boats, 
and they can go to Richmond and back again 
in ten days. They fell down with the ftream» 
but work their way back again with poles. 
The "cargo carried in thefe boats is always pro- 
portionate to the depth of water in the river, 
which varies very much. When I pafled it 

to 
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to Lynchburgh, there vtzs no difficulty in rid* 
ing acrofs, yet when I gpt upon the oppofite 
banks I obfervcd great quantities of weeds 
hanging upon the trees, confiderably above 
my head though oa horfeback» evi^ntly left 
there 1^ a Aood. This flood happened in the 
preceding September, when the waters rofe 
fifteen feet above their ufual leveL 

A few miles from Lynchburgb, towards the 
Blue Mountains, is a fmall town called New 
-London, in which there is a magazine, and 
alfo an armoury, ereiSed during the waf. 
About fifteen men were here einployed, as I 
pailcd 'through, repairing old arms and fur- 

. hifhing up others j and indeed, from the 
Hovenly manner in which they keep their 
arms, I fhould imagine that the fame number 
mull be conftantly employed all the year 
round. At one end of the room lay the muf- 
quets, to the amount of about five thoufand, 
all together in a large heap, and at the oppo- 
fite end lay a pile of leathern accoutrements, 

■ abfolutely rotting for want of common atten- 
tion. All the armouries throughout the Unit- 
ed States are kept much in the fame ftyle. 

Between this place and the Blue Mountains 
-the country is rough and hilly, and but very 
thinly inhabited. The few inhabitants, how- 
ever, met with here, are, uncommonly robuft 
"Pa and 
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and tallt it is rare to fee a man amongft 
them who is not fix feet high, Thefe people 
entertain a high opinion of their own fupcrio- 
rity in point of bodily ftrength over the inha- 
bitants c^ the low country. A fimilar race of 
nien is found all along the Blue Moun^ins. 

The Blue Ridge is thickly corered with 
large trees to .the very fummit; fome of the 
fountains are rugged and extremely ilony, 
others are not fo* and on thefe laft the ibil is 
/ound to be rich and fertile. It is only in par- 
ticular places that this ridge of mountains can 
be croHedf and at feme of the gaps the afcent 
is fleep and difficult ; but at the place where 
I crofled it, which was near thi Peak of Otter, 
on the fouth fide, inftead of one great moun- 
tain to pafs over, as might be imagined from 
an infpeftion of the map, there is a fuccellioa 
of fmal) hills, rifmg imperceptibly one above 
the other, fo that you get upon the top of the 
.ridge before you are aware of It. 

. The Peaks of Otter are ^he higheft mounV 
tains in the Blue Ridge, and, meafured from 
iheir bafes, are fuppofed to be more lofty thaa 
any others in North America. According to 
Mr. Jefferlbn, whofe authority has been 
quoted nearly by every perfon that has written 
on the fubjeiS fince the publication of his 
Notes on Virginia, the principal peak is about 

four 
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Ibur thoufand feet in perpendicular height; 
but it muft be obferved, that Mr. Jefferfon 
does not fay that be raeafured the height 
himfelf J on the contrary, he acknowledges 
that the height of the mountains in America 
has never yet been afccrtained with any de- 
gree of exatSnefs j it is only from certain data, 
from which he fays a tolerable conje^re 
may be formed, that he fuppoies this to be 
the height of the loftieft peak. Pofitively to 
aflert that this peak is not fo high, without 
having meafured it in any manner, would be 
abfurd ; as I dkt not meafure it, I do not 
Uierefore pretend to contradict Mr. JefTerfonj 
I have only to fay, that the moft elevated of 
the peaks of Otter appeared to me but a very 
infigniticant mountain in comparifon with 
Snowdcn, in Wales ; and every perfon that I 
convcrfed with that had feen both, and I con- 
verfed with many, made the fame remark. 
Now the bigheft peak of Snowden is found 
by triangular admeafurement to be no more 
than three thoufand five hundred and tucty- 
eight feet high, reckoning from the quay at 
Carnarvon. None of the other mountains in 
the Blue Ridge arc fuppofed, from the iam« 
data, to be more than two thoufand feet ia 
perpendicular height. 

Beyond the Blue Ridge, after croffing by 

this route near the Peaks of Otter, I met \Rith 

?Z but 
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but very few fettlements till I drew near to 
FincaiUe^ in Bottetourt County. This town 
lUnds about twenty miles diilant from the 
mountain, and about fifteen fouth of Fluvanna 
River. It was only begun about the year 
1790, yetit.already contains fixty houfes, and 
is moft rapidly increaHng. The improvement 
of the adjacent country has likewife been very 
rapid, and land now bears nearly the iame 
price that it does in the neighbourhood of 
York and Lancafter, in Pennfylvania. The 
inhabitants confift principally of Germans, 
who have extended their fettlements from 
pennfylvania along the whole of, that rich 
track of land which runs through the upper 
part of Maryland, and from thence behind 
the Blue MountaiiK to the moA fouthern parts 
of Virginia. Thcfe people, as I before men- 
tioned, keep very much together, and are 
never to be found but where tlie land is re- 
markably good. It is fingular, that although 
they form three fourths of the inhabitants on 
the wcftern fide of the Blue Ridge, yet not 
one of them is to be met with on the eaflern 
fide, notwitiifianding that land is to be pur- 
chafed in the neighbourhood of the South- 
weft Mountains for one fourth of what is paid 
for it in Bottetourt County. They have 
many times, I am t<Jd, crofied the Blue Ridge 
to examine the land, but the red foil which 

they 
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they found there was different from what 
they had been accuilomed to, and the injury 
it was exposed to from the-mountain torr<ents 
always appeared to them an infuperable ob- 
je&ion to fettling in that part of the country. 
The diiferepcc indeed between the countiy ' 
on the eaftem and on the weflern Cide of the 
filue Ridge, in Bottetourt County, is ailoniOi- 
ing, when it is confidered that both are under 
die fame latitude, arid that this difierence is 
perceptible within the fliort diftance of thirty 
miles. 

On the eaftern fide of the ridge cotton 
grows extremely well ; and in winter the 
fnow fcarcely ever remains more than a day 
or two upon the ground; On the other fide 
cotton never comes to perfeiftion, the winters 
are fevere, and the fields covered with fnow 
for weeks together. In every farm yard you 
iee fieighs or iledges, carriages uied to run 
upon the fnow. Wherever thefe carriages 
are met with, it may be taken for granted 
that the winter lafts in that part of the coun- 
try for a confiderable length of time, for tlie 
people would never go to the expence of 
building them, without being tolerably certain 
- that they would be ufeful. On the caftarn 
fide of the Blue Ridge, in Virginia, not' one 
of theftf carriages is to be met with, 
it fa«8 alr^y been meotioned, that the 
P 4 prc- 
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predominant foil to the eaftward of the Blue 
Ridge is a red earth, and that it is always a 
matter of fome difficulty to lay down a piece 
of land in grafs, on account of the rains, 
which are apt to wafli away the feeds, togc-r 
ther with the mould on the furftice. In 
Bottetourt County, on the contrary, the foil 
confifts chiefly of a rich brown mould, and 
throws up white clover fpontaneoufly. To 
have a rich meadow, it ie only ncceflary to 
Jeave a piece of ground to the hand of nature 
for one year. Again, on the caftcrn fide of 
the Blue Mountains, fcarcely any litneftone is 
to be met with j on the oppofite one, a bed 
of it runs entirely through the country, fo 
that by fome it is emphatically called the 
limeftone county. In finking wells, they have 
always to dig fifteen or twenty feet through 
^ folid rock to gqt at the water. 

Another circumftance may alfo be men- 
tioned, as making a material difference be- 
tween the country on one fide of the Blue 
Ridge and that on the other, namely, that be- 
hind the mountains the weivil is unknown. 
■The weevil is a finall infeft of the moth 
kind, which depofits its eggs in the cavity of 
ti»2 grain, and particularly in that of wheat; 
and if the crops are ftacked or laid up in the 
barn in fheaves, thefe eggs arc there hatched, 
stnd the grain is in cpnfequence totally -de- 
ftroycd, 
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ftroycd. To guard againft this in the lower 
parts of Virginia, and the other ftates where 
the weevil is common, they always threfh out 
the grain as foon as the crops are brought in, 
and leave it in the chaff, which creates a de- 
gree of heat fufficicnt to dcftroy_ the infefl, at 
the fame time that it does not injure the 
wheat. This infeft has been known la 
America but a very few years ; according t* 
the general opinion, it originated on the eaftern 
ftiore pf Maryland, where a perfon,- in expec- 
tation of a great rife in the price of wheat, 
kept over all his crops for the fpace of fix 
years, when they were found full of thele 
infcdls ; from thence they have fpread gra- 
dually over different parts of the country, 
For a confiderable time the Patowmac River 
formed a barrier to their progrefs, and while 
the crops were entirely deftroyed in Mary- 
land, they remained fecure in Virginia ; but 
thefe inf^^s fit laft &und their way acrofs the 
river. The Blue Mountains at prefent ferve 
as a barrier, and fecure the country to the 
Vcftward from their depredations *. 

Bottc- 

* There u another inCe&, which in t fimilar manner made 
iu appeanace, and tfterwardi fpread through a great part of 
che counery, very injariou alfe Co the crops. It is called 
the Heffian fly, from having been brought over> as it fnppofed* 
in fome forage belonging to the Heffian troopsi during the war. 
This u^e4 lodges idelf in different parts of the ftaik, wfailp 
gcetn. 
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Bottetourt County is entirely furrounded by 
mountains} it is alfo eroded by various ridges 
of mountains in difierent directions, st circuii>- 
ilancc whiph renders the climate particuarly 
sgreeable. It appears to me, that there is no 
part of America where the climate would be 
more congenial to the conilitution of a native 
of Great Britain or Ireland. The froll in 
winter is more regular, but not feverer than 
commonly takes place in thofe illands. In 
fummer the heat is, perhaps, fomewhat 
greater ; but there is not a night in the year 
that a blanket is not found very comfortable. 
Before ten o'clock in the morning the heat is 
greateft j at that hour a breeze generally fprings 
vp from the mountains, and renders the air 
agreeable the whole day. Fever and ague are 
difcrders unknown here, and the air is fo ialu-> 

gitm, and makes Tnch rapid deriftaaQni, that a crop which 
afpeari in the belt poffible ftaie wilt. periiaps,be totally de- 
Jlroyed in the courfe of two or tbree daya. In Maryland, they 
fay, that if the land b very highly manured, the Heflian fly 
never attacks the grain ; they a1fi> fay, that cropi raifed upon 
land that has been worked for a long time are moch lefs ex- 
poTed to injury from thefe infefb than the crops raifed upon 
new land. If thit is really the cafe, the appearance of the 
Heflian fly Ihould be confidered s^ a circumOance rather bene- 
ficial than oihemife to the country, at it will induce the in> 
habitants to relinqnifh that ruinoys prafUce of working th« 
&me piece of groynd year after year till it is entirely worn 
oat, and thea leaving it wafle, inftead of taking Tome pains to 
improve it by manure. This fly is not known at prefent 
fowh of the Puowoac Rivcr> nor bc]und the Slue Ridge. 
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\brious, that perfons who come hither afflifted 
with it from the low countr)*, towards the ica, 
get rid of it in a very fliort time. 

In the weftern part of the county are feveral 
medicinal fprings, whereto numbers of people 
refort towards the latter end of fummer, as 
much for the fake of efcaping the heat ia the 
low country, as for drinking the waters. 
Thofe mod frequented are called the Sweet 
Springs, and are fituatcd at the foot of the 
Alleghany Mountains. During the laft feaiba 
upwards of two hundred perfons rcfortcd to 
them with fervants and horfes. The accom- 
modations at the fprings are moft wretched at 
prefent j but a fet of gentlemen from South 
Carolina have, I underftand, fince I was there, 
purch^fed the place, and are going to ere(^ 
feveral commodious dwellings in the neigh- 
bourhood, for the reception of company. Be- 
fides thefe fprings there are others in Jackfon's 
Mountains, a ridge which runs between the 
Blue Mountains and the Alleghany. One of 
the fprings here is warm, and anotbcr quite 
\ hot ; a few paces from the latter a fpring of ■ 
common water ilTues from the earth, but 
which, from the contrail, is generally thought 
to be as remarkable for its coldnefs as the water 
of the adjoining one is for its heat : there is 
plfo a fulphur fpring near thefe j leaves of trees 
falling into it become thickly incrufted with 
fulphur 

C,.;,l,ZDdbyC00g[e 



aam TRAVELS THROUGH NORTH AMERICA: 

fulphur in a very (hort time, aud filver is turned 
black almofl: immediately. At a future period 
the medicinal qualities of all thefe fprings wUl 
probably be accurately afcertained j at present 
they are but very little known. As for the 
relief obtained by thofe perfons that frequent 
the Sweet Springs in particular, it is ftrongly 
conjectured that they are more indebted for 
It to the change of the climate than to the 
r^re qualities of the wa^er. 



LETTER XVII. 

Jkfcription of the celebrated Rock Bridge^ and 
of an immenfe Cavern^ — Defcription of the 
Sbenandoa Valley. — Inbakitants moftly Ger~ 
mans. — Soil and Climate. — Ohfervations on 
American Land/capes* — Made of cutting down 
Trees, ~-Higb Road ta Kentucky t behind Blue 
Mountains. — Mifcb frequented. — Uncouth^ 
inijuifitrve Peopk. — Lexington. — Staunton.— 
MiUtaty Titles very common in America. — 
Caufes thereof'.— Wincbe^er, 

Winchefter> Ua/. 

AFTER remaining a confidcrable tune in 

■ Bottctourt County, I itgain cro&d Ftu-' 

vanna River into the county of Rock,bridge, 

So called from the r^oiarkablt natural bridge 

" of 
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of rock that is in it. This bridge ftands about 
ten miles from Fluvanna River, and nearly the 
iame diftance from the Blue Ridge. It ex- 
tends acrofs a deep cleft in a mountain, whidi* 
i>y fgme. great conrulfion of nature, has been 
^lit ^funder from top to bottom, and itfefcms 
AG have hecA left there purpofely to affcnrd a 
pa0age from one fide of the chafm lb the 
other. Thft cleft or ch^^fm is about two miles 
■ ^ng, and is in fome places upwards of thres 
jiundred 'feet deep ; the depth varies accord- 
ing to the heightof the mouhtaintheingdeepeft 
.'where the mountain is - moft lofty. The 
JMa^adth of the chafm alfo varies in different 
'-places i but in every part it is uniformly wider 
at top than towards the bottom. That the 
.two iides of the chaiin were once united ap- 
•pears very evident,, not only from projefting 
rrocks on the one fide correfponding with 
-fmtable cavities on the other, but alfo from 
.the difi^Fcnt ilrata of earth, fand, clay, &c. 
*eing exadtfy -fimilar from top to bottom on 
-both fidc« i :bnt by what great agent they were 
feparated, whether by fire or by water, re- 
cnains hidden amongfl thofe arcana of nature 
which we vainly endeavour to develope. 

The arch coniiAs of a foUd mafs of flone> 
or of f^veral ftones cemented fo ftrongly to'- 
Tgethcr, that they appear but as- one. This 
r ■ mafs. 
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tnais, it is to be fuppofed, at the time that thtf 
hill was rent afunder, was drawn acrors the 
figure jrom adhering clofely to one fide, and 
being loofencd from its bed of earth at the 
oppofite one. It feems as probable, I think, 
that the mafs of ftone forming the arch wa» 
thus forcibly plucked from one fide, and drawn 
actofs the fiffiire, as that the hill fliould have 
remained difunitcd at this one fpot from top to 
bottom, and that a paflage fhould aftertrards 
have been forced through it by water. The 
road leading to the bridge runs through a 
thick wood, and up a hill, having afcended 
which, nearly to the top, you paufe for a mo- 
ment at finding a fudden difcontinuance of 
the trees at one fide; but the amazement 
which fills the mind is great indeed, when, on 
going a few paces towards the part which ap- 
pears thus open, you find yourfelf on the 
brink of a tremendous precipice. You in- 
voluntarily draw back, ftare around, tfaea 
again come forward to iatisfy yourfelf that 
what you have feen is real, and not the illu- 
fions of fancy. You now perceive, that you 
are upon the top of the bridge, to the very- 
edge of which, on one fide, you may approach 
with fafcty, and look down, into the abyfs, 
being protefted from falling by a parapet of 
fixed rocks. The walls, as it were, of the 
bridge at this fide are fo perpendicular, that 
§ a, perfon 
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A pcribn leaning over the parapet of rock 
might let fall a plummet from the hand to 
the very bottom of the chafm. On the op- 
pofite fide thi3 is not the cafe, nor is there any 
parapet ; but from the edge of the road, which 
rans over the bridge, is a gradual flopci to the 
brink of the chafm, upon which it is fome* 
vrhat dangerous to venture. This flope is 
thickly covered with large trees, principally 
cedars and pines. The oppofite fide was alfo 
well furniihed with trees formcrfy, but all 
thofe that grew near the edge of the bridge 
have bein'cut down by diiferent people, for 
the fake of feeing them tumble to the bottom. 
Before the trees were deftroyed In this manner, 
you might have paffed over the bridge with- 
out having had any idea of being upon It j for 
the breadth of it is no lefs than eighty feet. 
The road runs nearly in the middle, and is 
frequented daily by waggons. 

At the diitance of a few yards ■ from the 
bridge, a' h^rrbw path appears, winding along 
the fides of the fiffarc, amidft immenfc rocks 
and trees, down to the bottom of the bridge.' 
Here the ' ftiipendoiis arch appears in all its 
glory, and-Teems to' touch the very fkles. To 
behold it without rapture,' indeed, is impof- 
fiblc; and the more* critically it is examined, 
the more beautiful and the more furprifing 
does it appear. The height of the bridge to 

the 
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the top of -^e parapet is two hundred and 
thiiteen*illt by admeafurement with a line/- 
thc thicknefs of the arch forty feet, the fpan 
of the arch at top ninety feet, and the diftance 
between the abutments at bottom fifty feet* 
The abutmeiKs jconfift of a folid mafs of lime- 
ilone bit ?itner iide, %ad, together with the 
arch, ^etn as if they had been chifeled out 
by -the hand of art. A fmall flrcanQ, called 
Cedar Creek, running at the bottom of the 
filTure, over bed of rocks^ adds much to the 
beauty of the fcene. 

The fiflure takes a very fudden turn juft 
above the bridge, according to the courfc of 
fhe ftream, fo that when you ftand below, and • 
]ook undec the arch, tlie view is intercepted 
at the diftanoc of about fifty yards from the 
bridge. Mr. JefFcrfon's ftatcment,inhisNotcs, 
that the fifTure continue ibait, terminating 
with a pleafing view of the North Mountains, 
is quite erroneous. The fides of the chafm 
are thickly covered in every part with trees, 
excepting where the huge rocks of Umeftonc 
•ppear. 

Bcfides this view from below, the bridge is 
fccn to wry great advantage from a pinnacle 
of rocks, about fifty feet below the top of the 
fiflure J for here not only the arch is feen in 
all its beauty, but the fpeftator is impreiTed in 
the moft. forcible manner ,with ideas of its 
grandeur 
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;2r£indeur> firom being enabled 4p the fame 
time to look down into the profi^nd gulph 
over which it paflcs. 

About fifty miles to die northward of the 
Rock Bridge, and alfo behind the Blue Moun-> 
tains,. there is another very rcijiaEkabte natural 
curioii^; this is a laijge caver^ %iibwn in 
the neighbourhood by the name of M»ddifon's 
Cave. It is in the heart of a mountain, 
about two hundred /eet high, and which- is 
ib Iteep on one £de, that a perfoM Ibnding 
on the top of it, might eafily thro* a peb- 
ble into the river, which flows round the bafc; 
the oppofite fide of it is, however, very ealy 
oFafcent, and on this iide the path lead- 
ing to the cavern runs, excepting f^r the laft 
twenty yards, when it fuddenly turns along 
the Aecp part of the mountiiin, which is ex- 
tremely rugged, and covered with inimenie 
tocfcs and trees from top to bottom. The 
mouth of the cavern, on this ft=ep fide, about 
two thirds of the way up, is guarded by a huge 
jfwrrdcnt ftonc, which feems ready to drop 
every inllantt and It is hardly poffible to ftoop 
uqder it, without refleSing with a certain de- 
gree of awe, that wefe it to drop, nothing 
could favc you from periihing within the 
dreary walls of that maniion tO whidl- it al^ 
fords an entrance. 

Vol. I. Q^ Pre- 
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Preparatory to entering, the guide, whom ' 
I had procured from a neighbouring houfe, 
lighted the ends of three or four fplinters of 
pitch pine, a large bundle of which he had 
brought with him : they burn out very feft, 
but while they lafl. are moft excellent torches. 
The fire he brought along with him, by means 
of a bit of green hiccory wood, which, when 
once lighted, will burn flowly without any 
IJlaze till the whole is cpnfumed. 

The firft apartment you enter is about 
twenty-five feet high, and fifteen broad, and 
extends a confiderable way to the right and 
left, the floor afcending towards the former; 
here it is very moift, from the quantity of 
water continually trickling from the roof. 
Fahrenheit's thermometer, which ftood at 6f 
in the air, fell to 61' in this room. A few 
'yards to the left, on the fide oppofite to you 
on entering, a pafiage prefents itfelf, which 
leads to a fort of anti-chamber as it were, 
from whence you proceed into the found 
room, fo named from the prodigious reverbe- 
ration of the found of a voice or mufical in- 
ftrument at the infidc. This room is about 
twenty feet fquarej it is arched at top; and 
'the fid^s of h, as wtfll as of that apartment 
'■^fhJi;h''^u*' firft enter, are beautifully orna- 
myitcd with ftalaftites. Rctcrningfi-om hence 
' ' ■ ' into 
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^to the antichamber, and afterwards taking 
two or three turns to the right and left, you 
enter a long paflage about thirteen feet wide, 
and perhaps about fifteen in height perpen- 
dicularly i but if it was meafured from thd 
floor to the higheft part of the roof obliquely, 
the diftance would be found much greater, 
as the walls on both fides Hope very confider* 
ably, and finally meet at top. This pafl'age 
defcends very rapidly, -and is, I fliould fup- 
pofe, about fixty yards long. Towards the 
end it narrows confiderably, and terminates in 
a pool of cl<;ar water, about three or four feet 
deep. How far this pool extends it is impofii- 
ble to fay. A canoe was once brought down, 
by. a party, for the purpofe of examination; 
but they faid, that after proceeding a Httlc 
way upon the water the canoe would not floa^ 
and they were forced to return. Their fears, 
inoft probably, led them to fancy it was fo. 
J fired' a piftol with a ball over the watery but 
the report was echoed from the after part of 
the cavern, and not from that part beyond the 
water, fo that I Should not fuppofe the pafTage 
exten:led much farther than could be traced 
■with the eye. The walls of this paffagecon- 
fi{l of a folid rock of limeilone on each fide, 
which appears to have been feparated by 
fome convulfion. The floor is of a deep fandy 
c;M'th, and it has repeatedly been dug up for 
Qjs the 
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the purpofe of getting falt-petrc, with which 
the caith is ftrongly' impregnated. The 
earth, after being dug up, is mixed [with wa- 
ter, and when the groffer particles fall to the 
bottom, the water is drawn off and evaporated; 
from the rcfidue the faltpetre is procured. 
There are many otiier caverns in this neigh- 
bourhood, and alfo farther to the weftward, in 
Virginia j from all of them great quantities of 
faltpetre are thus obtained. The gunpowder 
made with it, in the back country, forms a 
principal article of commerce, and is fent to 
Philadelphia in exchange for European raa- 
nufetftures. 

About two thirds of the Way down thi« 
long paflage, juft defcribed, is a large aper- 
ture in the wall on the right, leading to an- 
other apartment, the bottom of which is about 
ten feet below the floor of the palTagCi and it 
is no eafy matter to get down into it, as 
the fides are very fteep and extremely flippeiy. 
This is the largsft and moft' beautifijl room 
in the whole cavern ; it is fomewhat of an oval 
form, about fixty feet in length, thirty la 
breadth, and in feme parts nearly fifty foet 
high. The petrifactions formed by the vraxet 
dropping from above are moll beautiful, and 
hang down from the ceiling in the form of 
elegant drapery, the folds of which arefimilar 
to what thofe of large blankets or carpet* 
- • would 
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.would be if fufpcnded by one corner in a lofty 
xooml If ftruck with a ftick a deep hollow 
ibund is produced, which echoes through the 
vaults of the cavern. In other parts of this 
rooni the petrifedtions have commenced at the 
bottom, and formed in pillars of diffwrent 
heights; fomc of them reach nearly to the 
roof. If you go to a remote part of this apart- 
ment, and leave a perfon with a lighted torch 
moving about amidft thcfe pillars, a thoufand 
imaginary forms prefent themfelves, and you 
might almoft fancy yourfelf in the infernal re- 
gions, with fpe<ftres and monfters on every 
fide. The floor of this room fjopesdown gra- 
dually from one end to the o^her, and termi- 
nates in a pool of water, which appears to be 
on a level with that at the end of the long 
paflage j from their fituation it is moft pro- 
bable that they communicate together. The 
thermometer which I had with me ftood, ia 
the remoteft part of this chamber, at 55'. 
From hence we returned to the mouth of the 
cavern, and on coming into the light it ap- 
peared as if we really had been in the infernal 
regions, for our faces, hands, and clothes were 
fmutted all over, eveiy part of the cave being 
covered with foot from the fmokc pf the pine 
torches which are fo often carried in. The 
fmoke from the pitch pine is particularly 
thick und heavy. Before this cave w« rouch 
0^3 viiitcd, 
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vifited, and the walls blackened by the fmoke. 
its beauty, I was told by ibme of the old in- 
habitants, was great indeed, for the petrifac-« 
tions dn the roof and walls are all of the dead 
white kind. 

The country immediately behind the Bluft 

- Mountains, between Bottetourt County arid 
the Patowmac River, is agreeably diverfified 
with hill and dale, and abounds with cxten- 
five trads of rich land. The low grounds, 
bordering upon the Shenandoah River, which 
runs contiguous to the Blue Ridge for up- 
wards of one hundred miles, are in particular 
diftinguiQicd for their fertility. Theft low 
grounds '^rc thofe which, ftriiftly fpeaking, 
conftitutc the Shenandoah Valley, though in 
general the country lying for fcveral miles 
dillant from the river, and in fomc parts 
very hilly, goes under that name. The natu- 
ral herbage is not fo fine here as in Bottetourt 
County, but when clover is once fown it 
grows moft luxuriantly; wheat alfo is pro- 
duced in as plentiful crops as in any part of the 
United States. Tobacco is not raif^d except- 
ing for private ufe, and but little Indian com 
is fown, as it is liable to be injured by the 
nightly frofts, which are common in Ac 
fpring. 

The cHmate here is not fo warm as in the 
Jower parts of the country, on the caftcrn fide 
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of the mountaiasj but it is by no means &i. 
temperate as in Bottetourt County, which, 
. from being environed with ridges of moun- 
tains, is .conllantly refrefhed with cooling 
breezes during fummer, and in the winter is 
&eltered from the keen blafts from the north 
weft. 

The whole of this country, to the weft of 
'the mountains, is increaling moil rapidly in 
population. In the neighbourhood of ^yin- 
chefter it is fo thickly fettled, and confequently 
io much cleared, that wood is now beginning^ 
to be thought valuable j the farmers are obliged 
frequently to fend ten or fifteen miles even for 
their fence rails. It is only, however, in this 
particular neighbourhood that the country is 
fo much improved; in pther places there are 
immcnfe trafts of woodlands ftill remaining, 
and in general the hills are all left uncleared. 
The hills being thus left covered with trees is 
a circumftance whidi adds much to the beauty 
of the country, and intermixed with cxtenfive 
fields clothed with the richeft verdure, and . 
watered by the numerous bmnches of the She- 
nandoah River, a variety of plcaling landscapes 
are preicnted to the eye in almoft every part of 
the route from Bottetourt to the Patowmac, 
many of which are confiderably heightened 
by the appearance of the Blue Motuitains in 
the back ground. 

0^4 With 
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With regard to thefc landfcapes however, and 
to American landfcapes in genera], it is to be 
oblerved.that their beauty is much impaired by 
the unpidurelque appearance of the angular 
fences, and of the ftiff wooden houfes, which 
have at a little diflance a heavy, dull, and 
gloomy afped. The ftumps of the trees alfo, 
on land newly cleared, are moA difagreeable 
objeils, wherewith the eye is continual^ aflai}- 
cd. When trees are felled in America, they 
are never cut down clofe to the ground, but 
the trunks are left ftanding two or three feet 
high; for it is found that a woodman can cut 
down many more in a day, Aanding with a 
gentle inclination of the body, than if he were 
to ftoop fo as to apply his axe to the bottom 
■ of the tree J it does not make any difference 
cither to the farmer, whether the (lump is left 
two or three feet high, or whether it is cut 
down level with the ground, as in each cafe it 
would equally be a hindrance to the plough, 
Thefc ftumps ufually decay in the courfe of 
feven or eight years ; fometimes however 
fuoner, fometimes later, according to the qua- 
lity of the timber. They never throw up 
fuckers, as ftumps of trees would do in Eng- 
land if left in that manner. 

The cultivated lands in this country are 
moftly parcelled out in fmall portions ; there 
are no perfons here, as on the other fide of the 
tnoUQtatnst - 
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mountains, pofleffing large farms; nor are 
there any eminently diftinguidied by their edu- 
cation or knowledge from the reft of their fid- 
low citizens. Poverty alfo is as much un- 
known in this country as great wealth. Each 
man owns the houfe he lives in and the land 
which he cultivates, and every one appears to 
be in a happy itate of mediocrity, and unam- 
bitious of a more elevated iituation than what 
he himfejf enjoys. 

The free inhabitants confift for the mofh 
part of Germans, who here maintain the fanie 
chatat^er as in Femifylvania and the other 
ftates where they have fettled. About one 
iixth of the people, on an average, are ilaves, 
but in fome of the counties the proportion is 
much lefs; in Rockbridge the ilaves do not 
amount to more than an eleventh, and in She- 
nandoah County not to more than a twentieth 
part of the whole. 

Between Fincaftle and the Patowmac there 
are feveral towns, as Lexington. Staunton, 
Newmarket, Woodftocfc, Winchefter, Straf- 
burgh, and fome others.. Thefe towns all ftand 
on the great road, running north and fouth 
behind the Blue Mountains, and which is the 
high road from the northern ftates to Ken- 
tucky. 

As I pa^ed along it, I met with great num- 
bers of people from Kentucky and the new 
ibte 
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ftate of Tenaflce going towards Philadelphia 
and Baltimore, and with mapy others going. 
in a contrary, direction, ** to explore," as they 
call it, that is« to fearch for lands conveniently; 
iituated for new fettkments in the wellera 
country. Thefi people all travel on. horfeback, 
vrith pidols or fwords, and a large blanket 
folded up under their faddle, which lafl they 
life for fleeping in when obliged to pafs the 
night in the woods. There is but littk occa^^ 
iion for arms now that peace ;ha,s been made 
with the Indians ; but formerly it ufed to bo 
a very ferious undertaking to go by this routo 
to Kentucky,and travellers werealways obliged 
to go forty or fifty in a party, and well pre- 
pared for defence. It would be Aill danger- 
ous for any perfon to venture finglyj but if 
five or fix travel together, they are per&tfUy 
fecure. There are houles uow fcattered along 
nearly the whole way from Fincaftle to Lex- 
ington in Kentucky, fo' that it is not necel3ary 
to lleep more than two or three nights in th^ 
woods in going there. Of all the uncouth hu- 
man beings I met with in ^gierica, thefe peo- 
ple from the weftern countrjt were the moft 
ib i their curiofity was boundlef^ Frequently 
have I been Hopped abruptly ,by one of them 
in a foUtary part of the road, and in fiich a 
manner, that had it been in another coontiy, 
I fhould have imagined it was a highwayman 
p that 
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that was going to demand my purfc, and 
without any further preface,, aiked where I 
came from? if I was acq^iainted with any 
news? where bound to? and 6nally,my name? 
-*— ** Stop, MIfter! why I guels now you be 
*• coming from the new ftate." " No, Sir,"— 
*• Why then I guefs as how you be coming 
« fromKcntuc*." « No, Sir*" — " Oh! why 
*• then, pruy now where might you be coming 
•* from ?" " From the low country."—** Why 
" you muft have heard all the news then ; pray 
•• now, Mifter, what might the price of bacon 
** be in thofe p^ts?" ** Upon my word, my 
" friend, I can't inform you." — " Aye, aye; I 
** fee, Mifter, you be' n't one of us j pray now, 
•* Mifter, what might your name be?" — A 
ftrangcr going the fame way is fure of having 
the company of thefe worthy peopl?, fo defir- 
ous of information, as far as the next tavern, 
where he is feldom fuffered to remain for five 
minutes, till he is again aftailed by a frefti let 
with the Bune queftions. 

■ The firft town you come to, going north- 
ward from Bottetourt County, is Lexington, 
ft .n?at little place, that did contain about one 
hundred houfes, a court-houfe, and gaol ; but 
the greater part of it was deftroyed by fire juft 
before I got there. Great numbers of Irilh are 

• Kentuct/. 
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fettled in this place. Thirty miles ferther oa 
iknds Staunton. This town carries on a con~ 
fiderable trade with the back country, and 
contains nearly two hundred dwellings, moftly 
built of ftone, together with a church. This 
was the firft place on the entire rood from 
Lynchburgh, one hundred and fifty miles dif<* 
tant, and which I was about ten days in travel- 
ling, where I was not able to get a bit of frefli 
ineat, excepting indeed on pafling the Blue 
Mountains, where they brought me feme ve- 
nifon that had been juft killed. I went on fifty 
miles further, from Staunton, before I got any 
again. Salted pork, boiled with turnip tops 
by wa^ of greens, or fried bacon, or fried falted 
fifli, with warm fallad, drcflcd with vinegar and 
the melted fat which remains in the frying-- 
pan after drcffing the bacon, is the only food 
to be got at moft of the taverns in this coun- 
try ; in fpring it is the conftant food of the 
people in the country; and indeed, throughout 
the whole year, I am told, felted meat i§ whst 
they moft generally ufe. 

In every part of America a European is 
furprifed at finding fo many men with military 
titles, and flill more fo at feeing fuch num- 
bers of them employed in capacities apparently 
fo inconfiftent with their rank ; for it is 
nothing uncommon to fee a captain in the 
ihape of a waggoner, a colonel the driver of a 
ftagq 
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ftage coacb, or a general dealing out penny rib- 
bon behind his counter ; but no where, I be- 
Keve, is thcit fuch a fuperfluity of thefe mili- 
tary perfonages as in the little town of Sta- 
unton ; there is hardly a decent perfon in it, 
excepting lawyers und medical men, but what 
is a colonel, a major, or a captain. This is to 
be accounted for as follows : in America, every 
freeman from the age of fixteen to fifty years, 
whofe occupation does not abfolutcly forbid it, 
mull enrol himfelf in the militia. In Virginia 
alone, the m^tia amounts to about fixty-two 
thoufand men, and it is divided into four di- 
vifions and feventeen brigades, to each of which 
there is a general and other officers. Were 
there no officers therefore, excepting thofe 
A^ually belonging to the militia, the niimber 
muft be very great; but independent of the 
militia, there arc alfo volunteer corps in moft 
of the towns, which have likcwife their re- 
ijfwi^ive bfiicers. In Staunton there are two of 
thefe corps, one of cavalry, the other of artil- 
lery. Thcfc are formed chiefly of men who 
fitid a certain degree of amufcment in exer- 
cifing ai foldiers, and who are alfo induced 
to al&ciatt, by the vanity of appearing in re- 
gtmentali. The militia is not aHembled 
oftencT than once in two or three months, and 
as it refts with every individual to provide 
himfelf vrith arms and accoutrements, and no 
ftrcfs 
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ftrcfe being laid upon coming in unifoim, th« 
appearance of the men is not very military. 
Numbers alfo <Jf the officers of thcfe volun- 
teer corps, and of the militia^ are refigning 
every day ; and if a man has been a captain or 
a colonel but one day cither in the one body 
or tlie other, it feems to be an eftabliOied rule 
that he is to have nominal rank the reft of his 
life. Added to all, there are feveral officers of 
the old continental army neither in the li^tia 
nor in the volunteer corps. 

Winchefter ftands one hundred miles to the 
northward of Staunton, and is the largeft town 
in the United States on the weftern fide of the 
Blue Mountains. The boufes are eftimatcd 
at three hundred and fifty, and the inhabitants 
at two thou&ad. There are four churches 
in this town, which, as well as the houfes, are 
plainly built. The ftreets are regular, but 
very narrow. There is nothing particularly 
dcferving of attention in this place, nor indeed 
in any of the othet^ fmall towns which have 
been mentioned, none of them contwning more 
than feventy houfes each. 
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LETTER XVIir. 

^efcriptidn tf the Pajage of "Patowmac and 
Shenandoah Rivers through a Break in the 
Blue Mountains. ■'-'Some Obferuatiom on Mr, 
yefferfon's Account of the Scene. — Summary 
Account of Maryland.-^Arrival at Phila~ 
delpbia.— Remarks on the CHmate of the 
United States.— State of the City of Phila- 
delphia during the Heat of Summer. -^Dt^- 
eulty of preferring Butter , Mili, Meat, Fijh, 

■ &c.— General Ufe of Ice.— Of the JTinds.-^ 
State of Weather in America depends greatly 
upon them, 

PhUidelpliii, Jane. 

TTAVING travcrfcd, in various direiftions, 
■'^ the countryto tlie weftof the Blue Moun- . 
-tains in Virginia, I came to the Patowmac, at 
the place where that river paffes through tht 
Blue Ridge, which Mr. Jefiferfon, in his Notes 
upon Virginia, has reprefented as one ofthe 
moil " ftapendous fccncs in nature, and worth 
" a voyage acrofs the" Atlantic." The ap- 
proach towards the place is wild and romantic. 
After croffing a number cf fmall hills, which 
■rife one above the other in focceffion, you at 
kft perceive the breakin the.Blue Ridgej-at 
the lame time the ro^d Suddenly tutning,win*ds 
_ , down 
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down a long and ileep bill, Ihaded with loft/ 
trees, whofe branches unite over your head. 
On one fide of the road there are large heaps 
of rocks above you, which feem to threatefl 
deilrudlion to any one that pafles under them ; 
on the other, a deep precipice prefents itfelf, 
at the bottom of which is heard the roaring 
of thq waters, that are concealed from the eye 
by the thicknefs of the foliage. Towards the 
end of this hill, about fixty feet above the 
Jevel of the water, flands a tavern and a few 
boufes, and from fome fields in the rear of 
them the paflage of the river through the 
mountain is, I think, ieen to the beA advgn-* 
tage. . 

The Patowmac on the left comes winding 
along through a fertile country towards the 
mountain ; on the right flows the Shenandoah : 
uniting together at the foot of the mountain, 
they roll on through the gap ; then fuddenly 
expanding to the breadth of about four hun- 
dred yards, they pafs on towards the fea, and 
are fin&Uy lod to the view amidfl furround* 
ing hills. The ru^ed appearance of the fides 
of the mountain towards the river, and the 
large rocks that lie fcattered about at the 
bottcHD, many of which have evidently been 
fplit afunder by fome great convulQon, '* are 
monuments," i$ Mr, Jefferfon obferves, of the 
•* war that has taken place at this fpot bet. 
' , ** twcen 
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" tvrcm rivers and mountains^ and at hrH 
" fight they lead us into an opinion that 
*' mountains were created before rivers be-< 
*' gan to flow i that the waters of the Pa- 
'* towmac and Shenandoah were dammed up 
** for a time by the Blue Ridge, but continu-* 
** ing to rife, that they at length broke through 
•' at this fpot, and tore the mountain afunder 
*' from its fummit to its bafe." Certain it is* 
that if the Blue Ridge could be again made 
entire, an immenfe body of water would b* 
formed on the weftern fide of it, by the 
Shenandoah and Patovmac rivers, and this 
body of water would be deepeft, and confe* 
qucntly would a& with more force in fapp^ 
ing a paffage for itielf through the mountain 
at the identical fpot where the gap now is 
than at any other, for this is the loweft fpot in 
a very extended tra£l of country. A glance 
at the map will be fufiicient to fatisfy any 
per£bn on this point j it will at once be feen, 
that all the rivers of the adjacent country 
bend their courfes hitherwards. Whether 
the ridge, however, was left originally entire, 
or whether a break was left in it for the paf- 
fage of the rivers,- it is impofiible at this day 
.tofifceit»ni but it is very evident that the 
jGdcts of the gap have been reduced to their 
j)reient rugged fiate by fome great inunda^ 
.tion. Ind<:ed> iuppofing that the Patowmac 
•.. Vol.. I. R and 
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and Shenandoah ever rofc during a flood, a 
common circum'flance in fpring and autumn, 
only equally high with what James River did 
in 1795* that is fifteen feet above their ufual 
level, fuch a circumflance might have occa- 
' fioned a very material alteration in the ap- 
pearance of the gap. 

The Blue Ridge, on each fide of the Pa- 
towmac, is formed, from the foundation to the 
fummit, of large rocks dcpofited in beds of 
rich ibft earth. This earth is very readily 
waflied away, and in that cafe the rocks con- 
fequently become loofe ; indeed, they are fre- 
quently loofened even by heavy (howers of 
rain. A proof of this came within my own 
obfervation, which I fhall never forget. It 
had been raining exceffively hard the whole 
morning of that day on which I arrived at 
this place; the evening however was very fine, 
and being anxious to behold the fcene in every 
point of view, I croflcd the river, and afccnd - 
ed the mountain at a Aeep part on the oppo- 
fite fide, where there was no path, and many 
large projedting rocks. I had walked up 
about fifty yards, when a large ihine that I 
fet my foot upon, and which appeared to ow 
perfectly firm, all at once gave way ; it had 
been loolened by the rain, and brought down 
fuch a heap of others wicfa it in its &11, with 
fuch a tremendotts noife at the fame time, 

that 
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that I thought the whole mountain was com- 
ing upon me> and ezpe<^ed every moment to 
be dalhed to pieces. I Hid down about twentjr 
&eC, and then luckily caught hold of tha 
branch of a tree, by which I clung j but the 
Acnes ftill continued to roll down heap after 
heap; feveral times, likewife, after all had 
been ftill for a minute or two, they again began 
to fall with increafed violence. In this ftate 
of fufpenfe I was kept for a confiderable time, 
not knowing but that fome ftone larger than 
the reft might give Way* and carry down 
with it even the tree by which I held. Un- 
acquainted alfo with the paths of the moun- 
tain, there feemed to me to be no other way 
of getting down, excepting over the iallen 
ilones, a way which I contemplated with 
horror. Night however was coming on very 
feft i it was abfolutely ncceflary to quit the fi- 
tuation I was in, and fortunately I got to the 
bottom without receiving any further inju^ 
than two or t^ree flight contufions On my hips 
and elbows. The people congratulated me 
when I came back on my cfcapc, and infwin- 
ed me, that the ftones very cohimonly gave 
way in this manner after heavy fells of rain j 
but on the diflblution ofa. large body of fnow^ 
immenfe rocks, they faid, would fometimes 
roll down with a crafti that might be heard 
for miles. The confcquences then of a large 
R z rock 
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,rock to\yard8 the battpcn of the xriounta^ 
being undermiaed by a l^opd. and giving way, 
may be very readily ipnigined : the rock above 
It, robbed pf its fuppoft, ^otild alfo fall; this 
would bring down with it numbers of others 
-with which it was connci^edi and thus a dif- 
^ption would be produced from the bafc to 
;the very iummit of the mountain. 

Tire parage of the rivers through the ridge 
at this place is certainly a curious fcene, and 
deriving of 'attention^ but I am far from 
thinking with Mr. Jefferfon, that it is " one 
•' of the moil ftupendous fcenes in nature, 
3nd worth a voyage acrofs the Atlantic;" nor 
has it been my lot to meet with any perfon 
that had been a fpeftator of the Jcene, after 
reading his defcription of it, but what alio 
. diilered with him very materially in opinion. 
To ii'Hd numberlefs fcenes more ilupcndous, 
h;would be necdlefs to go ferther than Wales. 
A river, it is true, is not to be met with ia 
that country, equal in fize to the Patowmac j 
but many are to be feen there rufliing over 
their ftony beds with much more turbuknce 
and impetuo&ty than either the Patowmac 
or Shenandoah : the rocks, the precipices, and 
the mountains of the Blue Ridge at this place 
are diminutive and uninterefting alfo, com- 
pared with thofe which abound in that coun-. 
try. Indeed, from every part of Mr. Jcffer- 
8 - fcn's 
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fon*s defcrlptiOT, it appears as tf he had be- 
held the fcene, not in its preient flate, but aC 
the very moment when the difruption hap-' 
pened, and when every thing was in a ftate 
of tumult and confufion. 
■ After crofltng the Patowmac, I .pafled oft 
lo Frederic in Maryland, which htls already 
been mcntiancd, and from thence to BaTtimorei 
The country between Frederic and -Baltimore 
is by rio means fo rich as that weft of thri 
Bhie Ridge, but. it is tolerably well cultivated. 
Iroa and ' copper are ' found here in many 
places. No works of any confeguence have 
as yet been eftablRhed'for the manufafture of 
to^peri but there arc ftveral exterifive iroit 
^rfcs. Thd iron is of a remarkably tougl^ 
quality j indfiiid, throughout the ftates of 
Maryland^ Virginia, add Penrifylvania, it is 
generally- fb; end tJie utenfiW made of it;' a» 
pots, Icetltles, &;c'. though caft much thinner 
than ufual In Fiigland, will admit of being 
pitched into the carte, and thrown about; 
without ai^- danger of beiog broken. The 
forges and furnaces arc all worked by ncgrocSi 
wbo-ieem to be particularly fuited to fucH 
aft occupation, not only on account of theif 
fable complexions, but bccaufe they can fuftairt 
a much grebter degree of heat than' white 
perfons without ar^ inconvenience. In the 
hotted days in iummer they arc never with-* 
. cut fires in their huts. 
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The £irtns and plantations in Maryland 
confift, in general, of from one hundred to one 
thouiand acres. In the upper parts of the 
ftate, ton^rdfi the mountainEj the land is di- 
vided into fmall portions. Grain is what is 
principally cultivated, and there are few flaves. 
In the lower parts of the ftate, and in this 
part pf the country between Frederic and 
Baltimore, the plantations arc extenlive ; large 
quantities of tobacco are raifed, and the labour 
is performed alraoft entirely by negroes. . The 
perfons refiding upon thefe large plantations 
live veryiimilar to the planters in Virginia: 
all of them have their lUwards and ovcrfeers, 
and they give themfelves but little trouble 
about the management of the lands. As in 
Virginia, the clothing for the flaves, and moit 
of the implements for hulbandry, are manu- 
fa^red on each eAate. The quarters; of the 
flaves are tituated in the neighbourhood of 
the principal dwelling houfe, whiph gives 
the refidence of every planter th? appearance 
of a little village, juil the. fame as in Virginia. 
The houfes arc for the moft part built of 
wood, and painted with SpanJOi brown ; and 

■ in front there is generally a long porch, paint- 
ed white. 

From Baltimore. I returned to Philadelphia, 

^here I arrived on the fourteenth day of June, 

ftftcr having been abfent about three months. 

paring 
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During die whole of that pcriDd the weatlicr 
had been extremely variable, fcarcely ever re- 
maining alike four days . together. As early 
as the fourteenth of March, in Pennfylvania, 
Fahrenheit's thermometer flood at 65* at noon 
day, though not more than a week before it 
had been fo low as 14.". At the latter end 
of the month, in Maryland, I fcarcely ever 
obferved it higher than 50" at noon : the even- 
ings were always cold, and the weather was 
fqually and wet. In the northern neck of 
Virginia, for two or three days together, during 
the fecond week in April, it rofc from 80* to 
84', in the middle of the day; but on the wind 
fuddenly Ihifting, it f£ll again, and remained 
below 70" for fome days. As I paflcd along 
through the lower parts of Virginia, I fre- 
quently afterwards obferved it as high as 80* 
during the month of April j but on no day in 
the month of May, previous to the fourteenth, 
did it again rife to the fame height; indeed, 
Co izT from it, m^ny of the days were too cold 
to be without 6re6 i and on the night of the 
ninth inftant, when I was in the neighbour- 
hood of the South-weft Mountains, fo {harp a 
froft took place, that it deftroyed all the cher- 
ries, and alfo moft of the early wheat, and of 
the young ihoots of Indian corn; in fome 
particular places, for miles together, the young 
leaves of the foreft treeseven were all wither* 
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ed, and thtf coontiy had exactly the appear- 
ance of November. On the tenth loftant, the 
day after the froft, the thermometer was as 
low as 46° in the middle of the day; yet fout 
days afterwards it flood at 81°. During the 
remainder of the month, and during June, 
pntil I reached Philadelphia, it fluduated be- 
tween 60° and 80' i the weather was on the 
whole fine, but frequently for a day or two 
together the air felt extremely raw aiul dif- 
agreeable. The changes in the ftate of the 
atmofphere were alfo fometimes very fudden. 
On the filth day of June, when on mj way 
to Frederic Town, after palling the Patowinac 
lliver, the moft remarkable change of this 
nature took place which I ever witncfied. 
The morning had been opprefiively hot; the 
thermometer at St*, and the wind S. S. W. 
About one o'clock in the afternoon, a black 
cloud appeared in the horizon, and a tr6> 
mendous guft came on, accompanied by thun- 
der and lightning i fevcral large trees were torn 
up by the roots by the wind ; haihlones, about 
three times the fize of an ordinary pea, fell 
for a few minutes, and afterwards a torrent of 
rain came pouring down, nearly as if a water- 
fpout had broken over head. Juft before the 
. gufl came on, I had fufpended my thermometer 
from a window with a northern afpe^, when 
it ftood 4t, Sa'j but on lool&ing at it at tha 
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tnd erf' twenty-three ,minutc9, by wftich time 
the guft WM completely over, I foirod it down 
to 59% a change of 22'. A north-weft wind 
now fet in, the evening was moft delightful, 
and the thermometer again rofe to 65°. In 
Pennfylvania the thermometer has been known 
to vary fifty degrees in the fpacc of twenty- 
fix hours. 

The climate of the middle and fouthem 
Aates is extremely variablej the feafons of two" 
fuccecding years are feldom alike j and it 
icarcely ever happens that a month pafles 
ever without very great viciffitudes in the 
weather taking place. Doftor Rittenhoufe 
remarked, that whilft he refided in Pennfyl- 
vania, he difcovcred nightly frofts in every 
month of the year excepting July, and even in 
that month, during which the heat is always 
greater than at any other time of the year, a , 
cold day or two fomctimcs intervene, when a 
fire is found very agreeable. 

The climate of the ftate of New York is 
very fimilar to that of Pennfylvania, excepting 
that in the northern parts of that ftate, border- 
ing upon Canada, the winters are always fevere 
and long. The climate of New Jeriey, Dela- 
ware, and the upper parts of Maryland, is alfo 
much the lame with that of Pennfylvania; in 
the lower parts of Maryland the climate does 
pot difFcF materially from that of Virginia to 

tho 
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the caAward of the Blue Ridge, where it very 
rarely happens that the thermometer is as low 
as 6° above cipher. 

In Pennfylvaniai the range of tlie mercury in 
Fahrenheit's thermometer has been obferved 
to be from 24* below cipher to 105* above itj 
but it is an unufual occurrence for the mercury 
to ftand at either of thefe extreme points ; in 
its approach towards them it commonly draws 
much nearer to the extreme of heat than to 
that of cold. During the winter of 1795, and 
the three preceding years, it did not fink lower 
than 10' above cipher; a fummer however 
feldom pafles over that it does not rife to 96*. 
It was mentioned as a lingular circumllance, 
thatin 17&9 the thermometer never role higher 
than 90*. 

Of the oppreffion that is. felt from the fum- 
mer heats in America, no accurate ide^ can be 
formed without knowing the exaft ftatc of 
the hygrometer as well as the height of the 
thcnpometer. The moifture of the air varies 
very much in different parts of the countryj 
it alfo varies in all parts with the winds; and 
it is furprijing to find what a much greater 
degree of heat can be borne without incon- 
venience when the air is dry than when it is 
moid. In New England, in a remarkably dry 
air, the heat is not found more infupportable. 
when the thermometer ftands at 100*, t^an it 

i« 
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is in the lower parts of the foutbern Rates, 
where the air is moift, when the thermometer 
ilands perhaps at 90*, diat is> fuppofing the 
wind to be in the fame quarter in both places. ' 
In ipeaking of Virginia I have taken notice of 
the great difference that is found between, the 
climate of the mountains and the climate of 
the low country in that flatc. The cale is the 
lame in every other part of the country. From 
the mountains in New England, along the 
diffident ridges which run through New York, 
New Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Maryland, and th^ 
fouthern ftates, even to the extremity of 
Georgia, the heat is never found very oppref- 
livej whilft as hr north as Pennfylvania and 
New York, the heat in the low parts of the 
country, between the mountains and the ocean, 
is frequently intolerable. 

In the courfe of the few days that I have 
ipcnt in Philadelphia during this month, the 
diermometer has rifen repeatedly to 86' and 
for two or three days it flood at 93'. During 
thefe days no one flirred out of doors that was 
not compelled to do fo ; thofc that could make 
it convenient with their bufinefs always walk- 
ed with umbcellas to fliade them from the 
fun ; light white hats were univerfally worn, 
and the young men appeared dreffed in cotton 
or linen jackets and trowlers j every gleam of 
^{})iQ? ^eeqied to b? confidered as baneful 

and- 
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and deflruftive ; the window "fh'utters df each 
houfe were clofed early in the mormng, fo as 
to admit no more light than what was abfo- 
Itrtely neceflary for dcmefKc bufmeis ; rpany 
of the houfes» indeed, were kept fo dark, diat 
on- going into them ftoni theftreet, it was im- 
poflible at firft entrance to perceive who was 
prefent. The beft houfes" iti the city arc fur- 
nifhed with Venetian blinds, at the oatfide, to 
the windows and haH doors, which are made to 
fold together like common ■ window fliuttcrs. 
Where they had thefe they conftantly kept 
them ck)red, and the windows' and doors were 
left open behind them to admit air. A very 
different fcene wasprcfented' in"' the city as 
foon as the fun was fet ; every houfe was then 
thrown open, and the inhabitants" all crowded 
into the ftrcets to take their evefting walks, 
and vifit their acquaintance. It appeared every 
night as if fome- grand (peftacta was to be 
exhibited, for not a ilrcet of alley was there 
but what was in a ftatc of commotion. This 
varied fcene ufuallylaftedtiltabont ten o'clock ; 
at eleven there is no city in the world, perhaps, 
fo quiet all the year round; at that hour yoa 
may tvalk over half the town without feeing 
the face of a human being, except the watch- 
itaen. Very heavy dews fometlmes fall after 
thefe hot days, as foon as i^e fun is down, and 
the nights are then found very coWj at other 
times 
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.flmes.tbeic ace no dews, and the air remains 
hot all the night through. For days .together 
ID FhUaddplvH* the thermometer has been 
obfcrvcd never to be lower than So* during 
any part of the tWFtUy-fonr hours. 

I obler-ve now that meat can never be 
kept, but in an ice houfe or a remarkable 
cold cellar, for one day, without being tainted. 
Milk generally turns four in the courie of one 
or two hours after it comes from the cow. 
Fifh is, never brought to market without being 
covered with lumps of ice, and notwith- 
ftanding that care, it frequently hapjjens that 
it is Dot fit to be eat. Butter is brought to 
market likewife in ice, which they generally 
have in great plenty at every farm houfe; 
indeed it is almofl conHdered as a neccHary 
of life in thcfc low parts of the country. 
Poultry intended for dinner is never killed till 
about four hours before the time it is wanted, 
and then it is kept immerfed in water, without 
which precaution it would be tainted. Not-; 
wiihftanding all this, I have been told, that 
were I to ftay in Philadeiphia till the latter 
endof July or beginning of Auguft, I fliould 
find the heat much more intoleraWe than it 
has been hitherto. Moft of the other large 
fca port towns, fouth of Philadelphia, are 
equally hot and difagreeable in fummerj and 
Baltimore, 
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Baltimore, Norfolk, and feme others, even 
more To. 

The winds in every part of the country 
make a prodigious difference in the -tempe- 
rature of the air. When the north-weft wind 
Mows, the heat is always found more tolerable 
than with any other, although the thermomc 
ter (hottld be af the fame height. This wind 
is uncommonly dry, and brings with it fre£h 
animation and vigour to every living thing. 
Although this wind is fo very piercing in 
winter, yet I think the people never complain 
fo much of cold as when the north-eaft wind 
blows i for my own part I never found the air 
fo agreeable, let the feafon of the year be what 
it would, as with the north-weft wind. The 
north-eaft wind is alfo cold, but it renders the 
air raw and damp. That from the fouth- 
eaft is damp but warm. Rain or ihow ufually 
falls when ihe wind comes from any point 
towards the eaft. *rhc fouth-weft wind, like 
the north-weft, is dry; but it is attended ge- 
nerally with warm weather. When in a 
foutherly point, gufts, as they are called, that 
is, ftorms attended with thunder, lightning, 
hail, and rain, are common. 

It is a matter of no difEculty to account 
for thefe various effects of the winds in Ame- 
rica. The north-weft wind, from coming 
over 
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over fuch an immenfe trai^ of land> muft ne- 
ceflarily be dry; and conung from regions 
eternally covered with mounds of fnow and 
ice* it muft alfo he cold. The north-eaft 
wind, from traverfing the frozen Teas, muil be 
cold likewife ; but from palling over fuch a 
large portion of the watry main afterwards, it 
brings damps and moiftures with it. All thoie 
from the eal^ are damp» and loaded with va- 
pours, from the lame caufe. Southerly winds, 
from croffing the warm regions between the 
tropics, are attended. with heat; andthefouth^ 
weft wind, from palling, like the north-weft, 
over a great extent of land, is dry at the fame 
time i nwie however is fo dry as that from the 
north-weft. It is faid, but with what truth I 
cannot take upon me to. fay, that well of 
the Alleghany and Appalachian mountains* 
■ which are all in the fame range, the fouth- 
weft winds are cold and attended with rain. 
Thofe great extremes of heat and cold, ob- 
fervable on the eaftern lide of the mountains, 
are unknown to the wcftward of them. 
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LETTER XIX. 

Tnruel/mg in America without a Companion 
not ■fUeaJtmt.-^Meet two Englijh Gentlemen. 
—Set mt together for Canada. — Dejcription 
of the Country between Philadelphia and New 
Tori. — Briftol. — Trenton. — Princeton. — 
College there. — Some Account of it. — Brunf- 
vtici. — Pojaik Waitr-falL'—^opper Mine. — 
Singular Difcovery thereof, — New Tork. — 
Deftription of the City. — CharaSler and Man' 
ners of the Inbabitaiits.-^Leave. it abruptly 
en Account of the Fevers.-— P-a^ge up North 
River from New Tork to Albany. — Great 
Beauty of the North River'.'^Wefi Point.— 
Highlands.— 'Gufis of Wind common in pajjing 

■■ them. — Albany. — Defcriptton of the City and 

' Inhabitants.— Celebration of the ^h of July. 

■ — AnTtiverfary ef American Independence. ' 

MY DEAR SIR, ' Albwy.'JulT. ' 

T Was on the point of leaving Pbiladelpbia. 
for New York, intending from thence to 
proceed to Canada, when chance brought me 
into the company of two young gentlemen •_ 
from England, each of whom was feparatcly 
preparing to fet off on a ilmilaf excuriion. 
A rational and agreeable companion, to whom 
you might communicate the refult of your 
obler- 
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t>'bfcrvations, aad with whom you might in- 
terchange fentiments on all occailons, could 
not hut be deemed a pleating acquiiition,'. I 
£hould imagine, by a perfon "on a journqy 
through a foreign land- Were any one to 
be found, however, of a different opinion, I 
Should venture to affirm, that ere he travelled 
far through the United States of America, 
where there are fo few inhabitants in pro- 
portion to the extent of the country; where, 
.in going from one town to another, it is fre- 
ijuently ncceffary to pafs for many miles to- 
gether through dreary woods; and where, 
even in the towns, a few of thofe fea-ports 
indeed excepted which are open to the At- 
lantic, there is fuch famenefs in the cutlonK, . 
manners, and converfation of the inhabitant?, 
and fo little wnongft them th^t interefts either 
the head or the heart ; he would not only he 
induced to think that a companion mufl ad[d 
to the pleafure of a journey, but were abfo- 
hitely neceflary to prevent its appearing jitiCi- 
-pid, and at times highly irkfome to him. 

For my own part, I had fully determined 
-in my own mind, upon returning from my toqr 
beyond the Blue Moimtains, never again to 
fet out on a journey alone through any part 9f 
America, if I could poiUbly procure an agree- ' 
able companion. The gentlemen I met with 
had, as well as myfelf,itraTeUed widely through 
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"different parts of the United States, and formed 
nearly the fame refolution j we accordingly 
agreed to go forward to Canada together, and 
having engaged a carriage for ourfelves as fer 
as New York, we quitted the clofe and difa- 
grceaWc city of Philadelphia on the twentieth 
of June. 

The road, for the firft twenty-five miles, 
runs very near the River Delaware, which 
appears to great advantage through openings 
in the woods that are fcattered along its fhores. 

■ From the town of Briftoi in particular, 
which ftands on an elevated part of the banks, 
twenty miles above Philadelphia, it is feeii 

"in a moft pleafing point of visw. The river, 
here about one mile wide, winds majefti- 

'cally round the point whereon the town is 
built, and for many miles, both upwards and 
downwards, it may be traced through a ridi 
country, flowing gently along: in general it 
is covered with innumerable little iloops and 

"fchooners, Oppofite to Briftol ftands the city 
of Burlington, one of the largeft in New Jerr 
fey, built partly upon an iOand and partly 
on the main fhore. It makes a good appear- 
ance, and adds coniiderably to the beaaty of 
the profpedl fi-om Briftol. 

Ten miles farther on, oppofite to Trenton, 
which ftands at the head of the floop navi- 
gation, you crofs the river. The falls or ra- 
pids, 



J)ids, that prevent boats from afcending any 
higher, appear in full view as you pafs, but 
their profpeiV is in no way pleafing j be- 
yond them, the navigation may be purfaei 
for upwards of one hundred riiiles in fniall 
boats. Trenton is the capital of New Jcf- 
fcy, and contains about two hundred houfes, 
together with four churches. The ftreets are 
commodious, and the houfes neatly built. 
The ftate-houfe, in which congrefs met for 
fome time during the war, is a heavy clumly 
edifice. 

Twelve miles from Trenton, Hands Prince- 
ton, a neat town, containing about eighty dwel- 
lings in one long ftreet. Here is a large col- 
lege, held in much repute by the neighbouring 
ftatcs. The number of ftudents amounts to 
Upwards of feventy ; from their appearance, 
liowever, and the courfe of ftudies they fccm 
lo be engaged in, like all the other American, 
colleges I ever fiw, it better deferves the title 
of a grammar fchool than a college. The 
library, which we werefliewn,is moftwretched, 
confifting, for the mofl part, of old theolo- 
gical books, not even arranged with any re»- 
gularity. An orrery, contrived by Mr. Rit- 
tenlioufe, whofe talents are fo much boafted 
of by his countrymen, ftands at one end of 
the apartment, but it is quite out of repair, as 
Well as a few detached parts of aphilofophical 
S 2 apparatus. 
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apparatus, enclofed in the fame glafs cafe. At 
the oppofiteend of the roomare two finall 
cupboards, which are (hewn as the mufeum. 
Thefe contain a couple of fmall Huffed alli- 
gators, and a few lingular filhes, in a mifer- 
able ftate of prefervation, the ikins of them 
Tjeing tattered in innumerable places, from 
their being repeatedly tofied about. The 
Ijuilding is very plain, and of ftone ; it is one 
hundred and eighty feet in front, and four fto- 
ries high. 

The next ftage from Princeton is Brunf- 
wick, containing about two hundred houfcs ; 
there is nothing very deferving of attention 
in it, excepting it be the very neat and com- 
modious wooden bridge that has been thrown 
acrofs the Raritan River, which is about two 
hundred paces over. The part over the chan- 
nel is contrived to draw up, and on each fide 
is a footway guarded by rails, and ornamented 
■with lamps. EHzabeth Town and Newark, 
which you afterwards pafs through in fuccef- 
fion, are both of them cheerful lively looking 
places: neither of them is paved. Newark is 
built in a ftraggling manner, and has very 
much the appearance of a large Enghfh vil- 
lage : there is agreeable fociety in this town. 
Thefe two towns are only eight miles apart» 
and each of them has one or two excellent 
churches, whofe tall fpires appear verybeau- 
9 tiful 
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tiftd as you approach at a diAance, peepbg up 
above the woods by which they are en™ 
circled. 

The ftate of New Jerfey, meafured from 
north to fouth, is about one hundred and fixty 
miles in length ; it varies in breadth from forty 
to eighty miles. The northern part of it is 
<:rofled by the blue ridge of mountainsiji running 
through Pennfylvania i and fiiaoting off in 
different dire(^ions from this ridge, there are 
ieveral other fmall mountains in the neigh- 
bourhood. The fouthern part of the ftate.on 
the contrary, which lies towards the fea, is 
extremely flat and Tandy; it is covered for 
miles together with pine trees alone, ufually 
called pine barrens, and is very little cultivated. 
The middle part, which is croflld in going 
from Philadelphia to New York, abounds 
with cxtenfive trafts of good land; the foil 
varies, however, confidcfably.'in feme places 
being fandy, in others ftoney, and in others 
confifting of a rich brown mould. This part 
of the ftatc, as far as Newark, is on the whole 
■well cultivated, and fcattered about in different 
places are fome excellent farm boufes j a good 
deal of uncleared land, however, flill remains. 
- Beyond Newark the country is extremely flat 
and marihy. - Between the town and the Po- 
fiiick River there is one marfb, which ^Iqne 
extends upwards of twenty rpilej^'and is about 

■ i_,-: - S3 'two 
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two miles wide where you pafs over it. The 
road ishereformcd with large logs of wood laid 
clofe together, and on each fide are ditches to 
keep it dry. This was the firft place where 
we met with mufquitoes, and they annoyed us 
Jiot a little in paffing. Towards the latter 
end of the fummer Philadelphia is much in- 
fefted with them ; but they had not made 
their appearance when we left that city. The 
Pofaik River runs clofe upon the borders of 
this marfh, and therc'is an excellenC wooden 
bridge acrofs it, fomewhat iimilar to that at 
New Brunfwick over the Raritan River, 
About fifteen miles above it there is a very re- 
markable fall in the river. The river, at the 
fall, is about forty yards wide, and flows with 
a gentle current till it comes within a few per- 
ches of the edge of the fall, when it fuddenly 
precipitates itfelf, in one entire (hect» over a 
ledge of rocks of nearly eighty feet in perpen- 
dicula,r height; below, it runs on through a 
chafm, formed of immenfe rocks on each fide s 
they are higher than the fall, and feem to have 
been once united together. 

In this neighbourhood there is a very rich 
copper mine : repeated attempts have been 
made to work itj but whether the price of 
labour be too great for fuch an undertaking, 
or the proprietors have not proceeded with 
judgment, certain it is, that they have always 
mif^arried. 
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mifcarried, and fuilalned very confiderable 
lolles thereby. This mine was lirft difcovered 
in i75i,by a perfon who, pafling along about 
three o'clock in the morning, obferved a blue 
- flame, about the lize of a man, iiTuing from 
the earth, which afterwards foon died away : 
he marked the place with a ftake, and when 
the hill was opened, feveral large lumps of vir- 
gin copper were found. The vein of copper 
in the mine is faid to be much richer now than 
when firft opened. 

From the Pofaik to the North River the 
country is hilly, barren, and unintsrefting, jill 
you come very near the latter, when a noble 
view opens all at once pf the city of New York 
on the oppofite (hore, of the harbour, and ihip- 
ping. The river, which is very grand,- can be 
traced for feveral miles above the city j the 
banks are very fteep on the Jerfey fide, and 
beautifully wooded, the trees altooft dipping 
into the water: numbers of veffels plyingabout 
in every part render the fc^e extremely 
fprightly and interefting. 

New York is built on an ifland of its owa 
name, formed by the North and the Eaft Ri- 
vers, and a creek or inlet coanefting both, of 
thcfe together. The ilUnd is fourteen miles 
long, and, on an average, %bout one mile in 
breadth ; at its fouthem extremity ftmds the 
city, which extends from pne river to the other. 
S4 The 
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The North, or Hudfon River, is nearly two 
miles wide ; the Eaft, or the North-eaft one, 
as it fhould rather be called, is not quite (o 
broad. The depth of water in each, clofe to 
the city, is fufficicnt for the hrgctt merchant 
Tcflels. The principal feat of trade, however, 
is on the Eaft River, and moft of the veffels 
lie there, as during winter the navigation of 
that river is not fo foon impeded by the ice. 
At this fide of the town the houfcs and ftores 
are built as clofely as poifible. The flreets art 
narrow and inconvenient, and, as but too com- 
monly is the cafe in feaport towns, very dirty, 
and, confcquently, during the fummer feafon, 
dreadfully unhealthy. It was in this part of 
the town that the yellow fever raged with fuch 
violence in 1795; and during 1 796, many per- 
fons that remained very conftantly there alio 
fell viftims to a fever, which, if not the yellow 
fever, was very like it. The ftreets near the 
North River are much more airy; but the 
moft agreeable part of the town is in the neigh- 
bourhood of the battery, on the fouthern point 
of the ifland, at the confluence of the two 
rivers. When New York was in poflcflion of 
the Englifli, this battery confifted of two or 
tnorc tiers of guns, one above the other ; but 
it is now cut down, and affords a moft Charm- 
ing walk, and, on a fummer's evening, is 
crowded with people, as it is open to the 
breezes 
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breexet &om the fea, which render it partlcu.. 
ferly agreeable at that feafon. There is a fine 
view from it of the roads. Long and Staten 
Iflands,. and Jerfcy ihore. At the time of high 
water the fcene is always interefting on account 
of the number of vell'els failing in and cut of 
port ; fuch as go into the Eafl River pafs within 
A few yards of the walls of the batteiy. 

From the battery a handfome ftreet, about 
feventy feet wide, called Broadway, runs due 
north through the townj between it and the 
North River run fevcral ftreets at right angles, 
as you pafs which you catch a view of the wa- 
ter, and boats plying up and down ; the diflaat 
{hore of the river alfo is feen to great advan- 
tage- Had the ftreets on the oppofite fide of 
Broadway been alio carried down to the Eafl: 
River, the eficft would have been beautiful, for 
Broadway runs along a ridge of high ground 
between the two rivers ; it would have con- 
tributed alfo very much to the health of the 
place ; if, added to this, a fpacious quay had 
been formed the entire length of the city, on 
either fide, inftead of having the borders of tiw 
rivers crowded with confufed heaps of wooden 
ftore houfes, built upon wharfs projecting one 
beyond another in' every dircftion, New York 
would have been one of the moft beautiful &a- 
. ports in the world. All the Tea-ports in America 
appear to great difadvantagc from the water, 
when 
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when you approaeh near to them, from the 
ihores being crowded in this manner with ir-' 
regular malTes of wooden houfes, ftanding as it' 
were in the water. The federal city, where 
they have already begun to ereft the ikme kind 
of wooden wharfs and ftore-houfes without 
any regularity, will be juft the fame. It is 
aAoniihing, that in laying out that city a grand 
quay was not thought of in the plan ; it wmild 
certainly have afforded equal, if not greater 
accommodation for the ihipping, and it would 
have added wonderfully to the cpibelUlhrneot 
of the city. 

Many of the private houfcs in New York 
are very good, particularly thofe in Broadway. 
Of the public buildings there are none which 
are very Ariking. The churches and houfes 
for public worfhip amount to no lefs than 
twenty-two j four of them arc for Prcftiyte- 
rians, three for Epifcopalians of the church of 
England, three for Dutch Reformifts, two for 
German Lutherans and Calvioifts, two for 
Quakers, two for Baptifts, two for Mcthodifts, 
one for French Proteftants, one for Moravi- 
ans, one for Roman CathoUcs, and one for 
Jews. 

According to the ccnfus in 1790, the num- 
ber of inhabitants in New York was found to 
be thirty thoufand one hundred and forty- 
eight free perfons, and two thouland one hun- 
dred 
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dred and eighty flavesj But at prcfent the 
number is fuppofcd to amount at leaft to forty 
thoufand. The inhabitants have long been 
diftinguiihcd above thcfe.of all the other towns 
in the United States, except it be the people 
of Charlefton, for their politcncfs, gaiety, and 
hofpitality ; and, indeed, in thefc points thej 
are moil ftrikingly fuperior to the inhabitants 
of the other large towns. Their public 
amusements confi ft in dancing and cardaHem- 
blies, and theatrical exhibitions j for the for- 
mer a fpacious fuite of rooms has lately been 
crefted. The theatre is of wood, and a mod 
miferable edifice it is ; but a new one is now 
building on a grand fcale* which, it is thought, 
will be as much too large for the town as the 
other is too fmall. 

' Being anxious to proceed on our journey 
before the feafon was too far advanced, and 
alfo particularly defirous of quitting New 
York on account of the fevers, which, it was 
rumoured, were increafing very faft, we took 
our palTage for Albany in one of the floops 
trading conftantly on the North River, be- 
tween New York and that place, and em- 
barked on the fecond day of July, about two 
o'clock in the afternoon. Scarcely a breath 
of air was ilirring at the time j but the tide 
carried us up at the rate of about two miles 
^nd a half an hoitr. The iky remained all day 
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as ierene as poi£ble> and as the water -wa^ 
pecfi^^ly fmooth, it reflected in a moft beauti- 
ful manner the images of the variom obje(^ 
on the fhore> and of the numerous veHels 
diQ>erfed along the river at di^erent dif- 
tancesj and which kerned to glide along^ a$ 
it were, by the power of magic, for the Cult. 
all hung down loofe and mottqnlefs. TK^ 
fun, &tting in all his glory, added fre Ai beautie$ 
to this calm and peaceable fcene, and per- 
jnitted us for the la^ time to behold th^ 
diftant fpires of New York, illumined by his 
parting rays. To defcribe all the grand and 
beautiful profpe£ts prefented to the. view oa 
pafling along tliis noble river, would bo an 
endlefs taflc j all the various effe&s that can be 
fuppofed to arife from a happy combinatipa of 
wood and water, of hill ai^ dale, are. here feen. 
in the greateft perfedioo. In fome places the 
river expands to the. breadth of five or fi^ 
mil^s, in others it narrows to that of a few^ 
hundred yards, and in various parts it is inters 
fperf^d with . iflands ; in fome places agaia ita^^ 
cuurfe can be. traced qs far as. the eye can 
reachj whilft in others it js fuddenly loft to the 
view, as it winds between its lofty banks i 
here njountains covered with rocks arjd trees 
rife abitoft perpendicuUrly ou^ of (be ^ter; 
there a fine champaign couptiy pre^nte itfeUv 
cultivated: to ihe very ma/ginpf thp. river* 
whilft 
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whilft neat farm houfes and diftant towns 
embellilh the charming kndfcapes. 

After funfet, a briflcwind fprang up, which 
carried us on at the rate of fix or fevcn miles 
an hour for a confiderablc part of the night ; 
but for fome hours we had to He at anchor at 
a place where the navigation of the river was 
too difficult to proceed in the dark. Our floop 
was no more than feventy tons burthen by 
rcgifter; but the accommodations flie afforded 
were moft excellent, and far fuperior to what 
might be expeftcd on board fo fmall a vclTel ; 
the cabin was equally large with that in a'com- 
mon merchant vcfiel of three hundred tons, 
built for cfofling the ocean. This was owing 
'to the great breadth of her beam, which was 
no lefs" than twenty-two feet and a half al- 
though heriength was only fifty-five feet. All 
the floops engaged in this trade are built nearly 
on the fame conftruftion; ihort, broad, and 
very fliallow, few of them draw more than five 
or fix feet .vrzter, Co that they are only calcu- 
lated for failing upon fmooth water. 

Early the next morning we found ourfelves 
oppofite to Weft Point, a place rendered re- 
markable in hiftory by the dcfertion of Gene- 
arl Arnold/during the American war, and the 
conftquent death of the unfortunate Major 
Andre. The fort ftands about one hundred 
^and fifty feet above the level of the water, on 

the 
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the fide of a. barren hill ; no human creaturd 
appearing in it except the folitary centinel, 
who marched backwards and forwrards on the 
ramparts overgrown with long grafs, it had a 
moll melancholy afpe& that perhaps was 
heightened by the gloominefs of the morn* 
ing, and the recolle<ition of all the circum- 
ftances attending the unhappy fate of poor 
Andr^. 

Near Weft Point there is alfo another poft, 
called Fort Putnam, which, Cnce the peace, 
has been fuffered to get very much out of 
repair ; however, fteps are now taking to have 
it put in good order. Suppoiing that a rup- 
■turc fliould ever unfortunately again take place 
between Great Britain and the United States 
of America, thefe pofts v/ould be of the 
greatefl confequencc, as they form a link in 
that chain of pods which extend the whole 
way along the navigable waters that conned 
the Britifti fettlements with New York. 

In this neighbourhood the highlands, as 
they are called, commence, and extend along 
the river on each fide for feveral miles. The 
breadth of the river is here confiderably con- 
trafied, and fuch fudden gufts of wind, com- 
ing from between the mountains, Ibmetimes 
blow through the narrow pafles, that vcflels 
frequently have their topmafts carried away. 
The captain of the floop we were in, iaidy 

that 

DiqilizDdbyCoOgIC 



ALBANY. %jt 

ihat Ifis mainfail was once blown into tatters 
in an inftant, and a part of it carried on fhore. 
When the fty is lowering, they ufually take 
in fail going along this part of the river. 

About four o'clock in the morning of the 
fourth of July we reached Albany, the j^ace 
of our deftination, one hundred and fixty 
miles diftant from New York. 

Albany is a city, and contains about eleven 
hundred houfcsj the number however is in- 
creafing fafl, particularly fince the removal of 
the ftatc government from New York. In 
the old part of the town the ftreets are very 
narrow and the houfes are frightful; they are 
all built in the old Dutch taile, with the gable 
end towards the ilreet, and ornamented on 
the top with large iron weather cocks; but in 
that part which has been lately ereded, the 
Areets are commodious, and many of the 
houfes are faandfome. Great pains have been 
taken to have the ftreets well paved and 
lighted. Here are four places for public 
worlhip, and an hofpital. Albany is in fum- 
rocr time a very difagreeable place; it ftands 
in a low lituatlon, juft on the margin of the 
river, which runs very flowly here, and to- 
wards the evening often exhales clouds of va- 
pours; immediately behind the town, likewifc, 
is a large fand bank, that prevents a free cir- 
culation of air, while at the fame time it 
powerfully 
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powerfully refleds the rays of the fun, which 
fliines in full force upon it the whole day. 
NotwithHianding all this, however> the cli- 
mate is deemed very falubrious. 

The inhabitants of this place, a few years 
ago, were-almoft entirely of Dutch extraction j 
but now ftrangers are flocking to it from all 
quarters, as there are few places in America 
more advantagcoufly fituatcd for commerce. 
The flourifhing ftate of its trade has already 
been mentioned; it bids fair to rival that of 
New York in procefs of time. 

The fourth of July, the day of our arrival 
at Albany, was the annivcrfary of the declarar 
tion of American independence, and on our 
arrival we were told that great preparations 
were making for its cekbration *. A drum 
and trumpet, towards the middle of the day, 
gave notice of the commencement of the re- 
joicings, and on walking to a hill about a 

■ Out landlord, as foon ai he found out vho vri were, im- 
. mediately came to as, to requefl that we would excgfe the con- 
fufed ftaie in which his houie was, as this was the aaniverfary 
day of " American Independence," or, as fome, indeed, more 
properly called it, of " American Kepentance." We were all 
of a* not a little furprifed at this, addrefs, and from fuch a 
perfon ; inflances, however, are not wanting of people openly " 
declaring, that they have never enjoyed Co much quiet asd 
happinefs in their Awa homes lince the levolotion a« tbey did 
when the fiatei were tfaecolotues of Great Britain. AmongA 
the planters io Virginia I heard language of this fort mote 
than once. 

quarter 
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quarter of a mile from the town, we faw 
fixty men drawn up, partly militia, partly vo- 
lunteers, partly infantry^ partly cavalry,- the 
latter were clothed in fcarlet, and mounted on 
hories of various defcriptions. About three 
hundred fpeitators attended. A few rounds 
were fired from a three pounder^ and feme 
volleys of fmall arms. The firing was finifli- 
ed before one hour was expired, and then the 
troops returned to tpwn^ a party of militia 
officers in uniform marching in the rear^ under 
the (hade of umbrellas, as the day was ex- 
ccffively hot. Having reached town* the 
■whole body immfediately difperfed. The vo- 
]unteer£ and militia oiHcers afterwards dined 
together, and fo ended the rejoicings of the 
day i no public ball, no general entertain- 
ment was there of any dcfcription. A day 
ftill frefh in the memory of every American, 
and which appears fo glorious in the annals 
of their country, would, it might be expeft- 
ed, have called forth more brilliant and more 
general rejoicings; but the downright phleg- 
matic people in this neighbourhood, intent 
upon making ■money, and enjoying the folid 
"advantages of the revolution, are but little 
difpofed to wafte their time in what they con- 
fider idle demonftrations of joy. 
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LETTER XX. 

Departure from Albany. — I>i§icuhy of- hiring 
a. Carriage. — Arrival at Coboz, — Defcription 
of the curious Fall there of the Mohawi 
River. — Still-vater. — Saratoga.— Few of 
the Works remaining therev— Singular Mine- 
ral Springs near Saratoga.— Fort Edward. 
— Mffs M'Crea cruelly murdered there by 
Indians. — Fort Ann, "wretched Road thither. 
^^Some Ohfervations on the American Woods. 
—Horfes jaded. — DifficMlty of getting for- 
ward, -"^Arrive at Skenejhorough.— Dread' 

. fulfy h^efied ly Mufquitoes. — Particular De- 
fcription of that InfeB. — Great Danger 
enfues fometimes from their Bite.—~Befi Re- 
medy. 

MY DEAR SIR, SIccDcfborougli. Julj. 

"1X7 E remained in Albany for a few days, 
and then fet off for Skeneiborough, 
Upon Lake Champlain, in a carriage hired 
for the purpofe- The hiring of this vehicle 
was a matter attended with feme trouble, and 
detained us longer in the town than we wilhed 
to ftay. There were only two carriages to be 
had in the whole place, and the owners having 
an undcrftanding with each other, aiid think- 
ing 
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ing that WE ihould be forced to give whatever 
price they ailted, pofitively refufed to ]et us 
have either of them for lefs than feventy dol- 
lars, equal to fifteen guineas. We on our part 
as pofitively refufed to comply with a demand 
which we knew to be exorbitant, and refolved 
to wait patiently in Albany for fome other 
conveyance, rather than fubmit to fuch an 
impolition. The fellows held out for two 
days, but at the end of that time one of them 
came to tell us we might have his carriage 
for half the price, and accordingly we took it; 
Early the next morning w? kt off, and in 
abput two hours arrived at the fmall village of 
Cohoz, clofe to which is the remarkable fall 
in the Mohawk River. This river takes its 
i-ife to the north-eail of Lake Oneida, and 
after a courfe of one hundred and forty miles^ 
dlfembogucs into the Hudfon or North River, 
about ten miles above Albany. The Cohoz 
Fall is about three n-ilesdiftant from its mouth. 
The breadth of the river is three hundred 
yards; a ledge of rocks extends quite acrofs, 
&nd from the top of them the water falls about 
fifty feet perpendicular; the line of the fall 
from one fide of the river to the other is 
nearly ftraight. The appearance of this fall 
varies very much, according to the quantity of 
water; when the river is full, the water dc- 
fcends in an unbroken ftiect from one bank. 
T2 to 
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to the other, whilft at other times the greater' 
part of the rocks are left uncovered. The 
rocks are of a remarkable dark colour, and fo 
ah'b is the earth in the banks, which rife to a 
great height on either fide. There is a very 
pleafing view of this catarai5t as you pafg over 
the bridge acrofs the river, about three quartera 
of a mile lower down. 

From hence we proceeded along the banks 
of the Hudfon River, through the town of 
Stillwater, which receives its name from the 
uncommon ftillncfs of the river oppofite to it, 
and late in the evening reached Saratoga, 
thirty-five miles from Albany. This place 
contains about forty houfes, and a Dutch re- 
formed church, but they are fo fcatteredabpi^ 
that it has not the fma^efi: appearance of ;^ _ '; 
town. ' - ;'T: 

In this neighbourhood, upon the bordCT^i«(p*^: 
a marfh, are fcveral very remarkable napp 
fprings; one, of them, in the crater of a ro< 
©fa pyramidical form, about five feet in hcioj 
is particularly curious. This rock feeiiji.i| 
have been formed by the petrifaftion of j 
water : all the other iprings are likewiie i 
rounded with petrifai^ions of the fame \ 
The water in the principal fpring, exce|t('jl 
the beginning of the fummer, when it j ,^._ 
•krly overflows, remains about eight- iachi|^." 
below the rim of the crater, and bubbles Qp 
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i& if boiling. The crater is nine inches in 
diameter. The various properties of the water 
have not been yet afcertained with any great 
accuracy; but it is faid to be impregnated 
with a foffile acid and foine faline fubftance ; 
there is alfo a great portion of fixed air in it. 
An opportunity ia her© afforded for making 
iotas curious experiments. 

If animals be put down into the crater, 
they will be immediately fuffocated; but if 
not kept there too long they recover again 
ppon being brought into the open air. 

If a lighted candle be put down, the flame 
jviil be cxtinguifhed in an inftant, and not 
icvcn the fmalleft fpark left in the wick. 

If the water immediately taken from the 
fpring be put, into a bottle, clofcly corked, and 
then rtiaken, either the cork will be forced 
out with an explofion, or tlie bottle will be 
jbroken ; but if, left in an open vcflel it be- 
comes vapid in le^than half an hour. The 
ivater is very pungent to the tafte, and adls 
ae a cathartic on fome people, as an emetic 
pn others. 

Of the works thrown up at Saratoga by 
the Britidi and American armies during the 
war^ there are now fcarcely any remains. The 
country round about is well cultivated, and the 
trenches have been moftly levelled by the 
plou^. We here crofled th? Hudfon River, 
T 3 and 
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aiid proceeded along its eaftern ihore as far as 
Fort Edward, where it is loft to the view» for 
the road ftil! runs on towards the north, whilft 
the river takes a fudden bend to the weft. 

Fort Edward was difmar.tlcd prior to the 
kte American war} but the oppofite armies* 
during that unhappy conteft, were both in 
the neighbourhood. Many of the people, 
whom we fo-md living here, had fcrved as ibl- 
dieis in ih^ arniy, and told us a number of 
interefting. particulars relative to feveral events 
whiLii !iappcn(.d in this quarter. The landlord 
of the tavern where we ft^opped, for one, re- 
lated all the circumftances attending Mifs 
M'Crca's death, and pointed out on a hill, not 
far from the houle, the very Ipot where ihe 
was niu/dered by the Indians, and the place 
of her interment. This beautiful young lady 
had been engaged to an officer in General 
Burgoyne's army, who, anxious for herfafety,. 
as there were feveral marauding parties going 
about in the neighbourhood where fhc lived, 
fcnt a party of trufty Indians to efcort her to 
_ the camp. Thefe Indians had partly executed 
their commiflion, and were approaching with 
their charge in fight of the Britifti camp, 
when they were met by another fst qf^ Indians 
belonging toa different tribe, that.-was alfo 
attending the Britifti army at this time. In 
a few minutes it became a matter of difpute 
betweeA 
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Ixtween them which (hould, have the honour 
of conducting her to the camp ; from words 
they. came to blows, and blood was on the 
point of being drawn, when one of their chiefs, 
to fettle the matter without- farther mifchief, 
went up to Mils M'Crea, and killed her on 
the fpot with a blow of His tomahawk. The 
objed of contention being thus removed, the 
Indians returned quietly to the camp. The 
cuormity of.the crinae, hovyevcr, was too great 
not to attrad: public notice, and it turned the - 
minds of every perfon againfl: the Indians, 
who had not before witneffed their ferocity on 
occafions equally Ihocking to humanity. Tha. 
hppolicy of employing fuch barbarians was 
BOW ftrongly reprobated, and in a (hart time 
afterwards moll of them were difmiffed from ' 
our army. 

Fort Edward ftands near the rivfir. The 
town of the fame name, is at the diftance of 
one or two hundred yards from it, and con- 
tains about twenty houfes. Thus far we had 
got on tolerably wellj but from hence to 
Fort Anne, which was alfo difmantled prior 
to the late war, the road is moil wretched,' 
particularly over a long caufeway between the 
two forts, formed originally for the tranfport- 
iftg of -caitnon, the foil here being extremely 
mtaft and heavy. The caufeway confifts of 
large trees laid fide by £de tranfverfely, fomb 
T 4 of 
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of which having decayed, great intervals arc 
left, wherein the wheele of the carriage were 
fometimes locked To fai^ that the borfes alcdie 
could not poflibly extricate them. To have 
remained in the carriage over this part of the 
road would really have Ween a fevcrc punifh- 
mcntj for although boailed of as being the 
very beft in Albany, it had no fort of fprJngs, 
and was in fail little better than a common 
waggon ; we therefore jilighted, took our guns, 
and amufed ourfelves. with footing as we 
walked along through the woods. The woods 
here had a much more majeftic appearance 
|lian any that we had before met wilh on our 
way from Philadelphia; this, however, was 
owing mere to the great height than to the 
thicknefs of the trees, for I could not fee one 
that appeared more than thirty inches in diar 
meter ; indeed, in general, the girt of the trees 
in the woods of America is but very fmall in 
proportion to their height, and trifling in com-; 
partfon of that of the foreft trees in Great 
Britain. The thickeft; tree I ever faw in tl« 
country was a fycainore, which grew- upon the 
banks of the Shenandoah River, juft at its 
jundion with the Patowmac, in a bed of rich 
earth, clofe to the watei"; yet this tree waa no 
more than about four feet fotir inches iii dia- 
meter. On the low grounds in Kentucky, 
and on fome of the bottbois. in tlie weftem 
territory. 
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territory, it is faid that trees are commonly to 
be met with feven and eight feet in diameter. 
Where this is the cafe, the trees muft cer- 
tainly grow much farther apart than they do 
in the woods in the middle ftates, towards- 
the Atlantic, for there they fpring up fo very 
'clofe to each other, that it is abfolutely im- 
poffible for them to attain to a great diameter. 

The woods here were compofed chiefly of 
oaks *, hiccory, hemlock, and beech trees, 
intermixed with which, appeared great num- 
bers of the fmooth bark or Weymouth pines, 
as they are called, that feem almofl peculiar 
to this part of the country., A profufibn of 
wild rafpbenics were growing in the' woods , 
here, really of a very good flavour : they art 
commonly found in the woods to the north- 
ward of this ; in Canada they abound every 
where. 

Beyond Fort Anne, whicli is fituated at ths 
diftance of eight miles from Fort Edward, 
the roads being better, we once more mounted, 
into our vehicle j but the mifcrable - horfes, 
quite jaded, now made a dead ilop ; in vain 
the driver bawled, and flamped, and fwore ; 
his whip had been previouQy worn out Ibme 
hours, owing to the frequent ufe he had 
made of it, and the animals no longer feeling 

• There are upwards of twenty difFcrent kind) of ciki in 
Americi. 

its 
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its heavy lafii, feeraed as determined as the 
mules of the abbcfs of Andoaillets to go do 
farther. In this fituation we could not help 
bantering the fellow upon the excellence of 
his cattle, which he had boafled fo much of at 
fctting out, and he was ready to cry with vex- 
ation at what we fatdj but having accidentally 
mentioned the fum we had paid for the car- 
riage, his paifion could no longer be reftrained, 
and it broke forth in all its fury. It ap-^ 
peared that he was the owner of two of the 
horfes, and for the ufe of them, and for driv- 
ing the carriage, was ta have had one half t^ 
the hire ; but the man whom we had agreed 
vith, and paid at Albany, had given him only 
ten dollars as his moiety, affuring him» at the 
fame time, that it was caaSIy the half o£ 
what we had given, although in reality it fe|l 
fhort of the fum by feven dollars and a half. 
Thus cheated by his companion, aiid left in 
the lurch by his horfes, he vowed vengeance 
againft him on his return; butas proteftations 
of this nature would not bring us any fooncr 
to our journey's end, and as it was neceffary 
that fomething ihould be immediately done, if 
we did not wiih to remain all night in the 
woods, we fuggefted the idea, in the mean 
time, of his condudldng the foremoft horfeg as 
poftillion, whilft (Mie of our fervants ftiould 
drive the pair next to the wheel. This plao 
, was 
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was not ftarted with any degree of fcriouf- 
nefs, for we could not have fuppofed that a 
tall meagre fellow, upwards of lix feet high, 
and clad in a pair of tliin nankeen breeches, 
would very readily bcftride the raw boned 
back of a borfe, covered with the profufe ex- 
udiiuons which the intcnfe heat of the wea- 
ther, and :the labour the animal had gone 
through, nccefiarily excited. As much tired, 
however, of our pleafentries as we were of 
his vehicle, and thinking of nothing, Tbeiicve, 
but how he could bell get rid of us, he eagerly 
embraced the propofal, and accordingly, hav- 
ing furnifhed himfelf with a fwitch from the 
adjoining thicket, he mounted his harnelTed 
Rofinante. In this ftyle' we proceeded; but 
more than once did our gigantic poftillion turn 
round to bemoan the forry choice he had 
made ; as often did we urge the neceflity of 
getting out of the woods; he could make no 
anfwer; fo jogging flowly along, wc at hft 
■ reached the little town of Skeneiborough, 
much to the amufement of every one who 
beheld our equipage, and much to our own 
latisfaftion ; for, owing to the various acci- 
dents we had met with, fuch as traces break- 
ing, bridles flipping gff the heads of the 
horfes, and the noble hoiies themlelves fome- 
times flipping down^ £cc. &c. we had been 

no 
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no Icfs than five hours iij travelling the laft 
twelve miles. 

Skencfborough ftands juft above the junc- 
tion of Wood Creek with South River, as it 
is called in the beft maps, but which^ by the 
people in the neighbourhood, is confidered as 
a part of Lake Champlain. ^t prefent there 
are only about twelve ■ houfes in the place j 
but if the navigatiwi of Wood Creek is ever 
opened, fo as to connedt Lake Champlain 
with the North River, a fchcme lyhich has 
already been ferioufly thought of, it will, 
doubtlefs, foon become a trading town ofcon- 
iiderable importance, as all the various pro-i 
duftions of the Ihores of the lake will then 
be collefted there for the New York and Al- 
bany markets. Notwjthftunding all the dif- 
advantages^ of a land carriage- of forty miles 
to the North River, a final! portion of flour 
and pot-a/h, the ftaple commodities of the 
ftatc of New York, is already fent to Skenef- 
bbrough from different parts of, the lake, to 
be forwarded to Albany. A confiderable trade 
alfo is carried on through this place, and ovef 
Lake Champlain, between New York and Ca- 
nada. Furs and horfes principally are fent 
from Canada, and in return they get Eaft In- 
dian goods and various manufactures. Lake 
Champlain opens a very ready communica- 
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lion between New York and the country bor-f^ 
deringon the St. Lawrence ; it is emphatically 
called by the Indians, Caniad — Eri Guarunte, 
.the mouth or door of the country. 

Skenefborough is moft dreadfully infefted 
with mufquitoes j fo many of them attacked 
tis the firft night of our lleeping there, that 
when we arofe in the rooming our faces and 
hands were covered all over with large puf- 
tules, precifely like thofe of a perfon in the 
fmall pox. This happened too notwithftand- 
ing that the people of the houfe, before we 
went tobedf had taken all the pains pofiible to 
. clear the room of them, by fumigating it with 
the fmoke of green wood, and afterwards Se- 
curing the windows with gauze blinds; and 
even on the fecond night, although we de- 
ftroyed many dozens of them on the walls, 
after a fimilar fumigation had been made, ycc 
we fuffercd nearly as much.^ Thcic inltdtB 
were o£ a much larger iize than any I ever 
faw elfcwhere, and iheir bite was uncommonly 
venomous. General Washington told me, 
that he never was fo much annoyed by muf- 
quitoes in any part of America as in Skenc(bo- 
rouglr, for that they ufed to bite throvgii the 
thickeil boot. The fituatijn of the place is 
indeed peculiarly favourable for them, being 
juil on the margin of a piece of wat», aU 
moft ftagnant, and thaded, with thick woods. 
* The 
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The mufquito is of the fame fpecies witbthtf 
common gnat in England, and refembles it 
very clofely both in fize and fhape. Like 
the gnat it lays its eggs on. the furface of 
the water» where they are hatched in the 
courfe of a fev; days, unlefs the water is , 
agitated, in which laft cafe they are all de- 
ftroyed. From the egg is produced a grubj 
which changes to a chryfalis, and afterw^ards 
to a mufquito; thisla^l change takes place on 
the furface of the water, and if at the mo-* 
ment that the infect lirft fpreads its wings the 
water is not perfei^ly ilill and the ' air calm, 
it will be inevitably deftroyed i at thofc parts 
of the lake, therefore, which are moft ex- 
pofed, and where the water is often agitated^ 
no fuch thing as a mufquito is ever ieen; 
neither are they ever found along a large and 
rapid river, where the fhores are lofty and 
dry; but in the neighbourhood of marfhes, 
low grounds, and ftagnant waters, they always 
abound. Mufquitoes appear to be particularly 
fond of the frefti blood of Europeans, who al- 
ways fuffer much more the firft year of their 
arrival in America than they do afterwards. 
The people of the country feem quite to dif- 
regard their attacks. Wherever they fix their 
fling, a little tumor or pudule ufually arifes, 
fuppofed to be occafionedby the fermentation, 
when mixed with the blood, of a fmall quan* 

tity 
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tity of liquor which the infedt always in- 
jcdls into the wound it makes with its fpi- 
cula, as may be feen through a microfcope, 
^d which it probably does to render the 
blood more fluid. The diiagreeable itching 
this excites is moft effeiftually allayed by the 
application of volatile alkali; or if the part 
newly ftung be fcratched and Immediately 
bathed in cold water, that alfo aifords coniider- 
able relief J but after the venom has been 
lodged for any time, fcratching only increafcs 
the itching, and it may be attended with great; 
danger. Repeated inftances have occurred of 
people having been laid up for months, and 
. narrowly efcaping the lofs of a limb, from 
imprudently rubbing a part which had been 
bitten for a long time. Great cafe is alfo de- 
rived from opening the puftules on the fecond 
day with a lancet, and letting out the blood 
and watery matter. 
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LETTER XXI. 

Embark on Lake Cbamplaini— ^Difficulty of 
procuring Provifions at Farms bordering upon 
it. — Ticonderoga, — Cro-wH Point. — Great 
Beauty of the Scenery.— General Defcription 
of Lake Champlain and the adjacent Country. 
Captain Thomas and bis Indians arrive at 
Crown Point. — CbaraSier of Thomas.-'-^ 
Reach St. John's. — Defcription of that Piatt. 
— Great Di£erence obfervable in the' Face of- 
the Country t Inhabitants, &c. in Canada and 
in the States. — Cbatnbly Cajilc—Calajhes.— 
Bons Dieux.—Town of La Prarie. — Great • 
Rapidity of the River Saint La'uirence.—^ 
Crofs it to Montreal. — AJioniJhment on- feeing 
largeShips at Mmtreal,— 'Great Depth of the 
River* 

Montreal, July. 

CHORTLY after our arrival in Skenelbo- 
rough, we hired a fmall boat of about ten 
tons for the purpofc of croffing Lake Cham- 
plain. It was our wiili to proceed on the 
voyage immediately j but the owner of the 
boat afTerting that it was impoflible to go oyt 
with the wind then blowing, we were for 
three days detained in Skenefborough, a deli- 
cious fcail for the hungry n-.ufquitoes. The 
wind 
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wind Ihifted again and again, ftill it was not 
fair in the opinion of our boatman. At htt, 
being mo^ heartily tired of our quarters, and 
iufpcfting that he did not underlUnd his bu- 
finefs as well as he ought to havtdone, we re- 
folved not to abide by his opinion any longer, 
but to make an attempt at beating out i and 
we had great reafon to be pleafed with having 
done ib> as we arrired in Canada three days 
before any of the other boats, that did not ven- 
ture to move tiil the wind was quite aft. 

We fct oif about one o'clock; but from the, 
channel being very narrow, it was impoffible 
to make much way by tacking. We got no 
farther than fit miles, before fun-fet. We theri 
ilopped, and having landed, walked up to fome 
farm hoi^fes, which appeared at a diflance, on 
the Vermont fhore, to procure provifions; for 
the boatman had told us it was quite linne- . 
ceiTary to take in any at Skeneiborough, is 
there were excellent houfes clofe to the fliore 
the whole way, where we could get whatever 
we wiflied. At the firft we went to,- which 
was a coinfortable log-houfe, neither bread, 
nor meat, nor milk, nor eggs, were to be had i 
the houfe was crowded with children of all 
ages, and the people, I fuppofe, thought they 
lud but little enough for themfelves. At a 
fecond houfe, we found a venerable old man at 
the door, reading a news-paper, who civilly 
. Vox. I. U offered 
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offered it to us for our perufal, and begao to 
talk upon the politics of the dayj we thanked 
him for his offer, and gave him to undcrftand, 
at die fame time, that a loaf would be much 
more acceptable. Bread there was none j we 
got a new Vermont checfe, however. A third 
houfc now remained in fight, and we made a 
third attempt at procuring fomcthing to eat. 
' This one vras nearly half a mile off, but alas I 
it afforJed ftill Icfs than the kfl ; the people 
had nothing to difpole of but a little milk. 
With the milk and the chcefe, therefore, we 
returned to our boat, and adding thereto ibme 
bifcuits and wine, which we had luckily on 
board, the whole afforded us a frugal repaA. 

The people at the American farm houfcB 
will cheerfully lie three in a bed, rather than 
fufter a ftrangcr to go away who comes to fcek 
ioT a lodging. As all thefe houfes, however, 
which we had vilited, were crowded with in- 
habitants, we felt no great inclination to aik 
for accommodation at any of them, but deter- 
mined to fleep on board' our little veffel. We 
accordingly moored her at a convenient part 
of the ihore,-and each of us having wrapped 
himfclf up in a blanket, which we had beea 
warned to provide on leaving New York, wc 
kid ourfelves down to fleep. The boat wa» 
decked two thirds of her length forward, and 
had a commodious hold> we gave the pre-> 
4 . ferenccy. 
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ference, however, becaufc more airy, to the 
cabin or after part, fitted up with benches, and 
covered with a wooden awning, under which 
a man could jufl: fit upright, provided he was 
not very tall. The benches, which went 
icngthwife, accommodated two of us; and the 
third was obliged to put up with the cabin 
floor; but a blanket and a bare board, out of 
the way of mufquitoes, were luxuries after 
our accommodations at Skencfborough j our 
ears were not afTailed by the Roife even of a 
fingle one the whole night, and we enjoyed 
founder rcpofe than we had done 'for many 
nights preceding. 

The wind remained nearly in the fame 
point themext morning, but the lake being 
wider, wc Were enabled to proceed fafter. We 
flopped at one houfe to breakfeft, and at an- 
other to dine. At neither of thefe, although 
they bore the name of taverns, were we able 
to procure much more than at the houfes 
where wc had flopped the preceding evening. 
At the firft: we got a little milk, and about 
two pounds of bread, abfolutely the whole of 
what was in the houfe } and at the iecond, a 
few eggs, and fome cold faltcd fat pork ; but 
not a morfel of bread was to be had. The 
wretched appearance alfo of this lad habita- 
tion was very ilriking ; it confifted of a wooden 
fhunc, merely with a few boards nailed agunil 
- U2 U, 
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it, the crevices between which were the only 
apertures for the admiflion of light, except the 
■ door ; and the roof was fo leaky, that we were 
{prinkkd with the rain even as' we fat at the 
fire fide. That people can live in fuch a man- 
ner, who have the necefTaries and convenien- 
cies of life within their reach, as much as any 
others in the world, is really moft aftonithing ! 
It is, however, to be accounted for, by that de- 
fire of making money, which is the predo- 
minant feature in the character of the Ameri- 
cans in general, and leads the pet^ farmer in 
. particular to fuffer numberlefs inconveniencies, 
when he can gain by fo doing. If he can fell 
the produce of his land to advantage, he keeps 
as fmall a part of it as pofTibte for himfelf, and 
lives the whole year round upon fall provi- 
fions, bad bread, and the fifh he can catch in 
the rivers or lakes in the neighbourhood; if 
he has built a comfortable houfe for himielf, 
he readily quits it, as foon as finiflied, for mo- 
ney, and goes to live in a mere hovel in the 
woods till he gets time to build another. Mo- 
ney is his idol, and to procure it he gladly 
foregoes every felf-gratification. 

From this miferable liabitation, juft men- 
tioned, we departed as foon as the rain was 
over, and the wind coming round in our fa- 
vour, we got as far as Ticonderoga that night. 
The only dwelling here is the tavern, which 

is 
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U a large houfe built of ftonc. On entering - 
it we were fliewn into a fpaclous apartment, 
crowded with boatmen and people that had" 
juft arrived from St. John's, in Canada. See- ' 
ing fuch a number of guefts in the houie, wc 
expedted nothing lefs than to be kept an hour 
or two till fufficient fupper was prepared for 
the whole company, fo that all might fit down 
at once together, which, as I have before faid, 
is the cuftom in the country parts of the United 
States. Our furprife therefore was great at 
perceiving a neat table and a comfortable little 
fupper fpeedily laid out for us, and no attempts 
made at fcrving the reft of the company till we 
had quite finilhed. This was departing from 
the fyftem of equality in a manner which we 
had never witnefied before, and we were at a ■ 
lofs for fome time to account for itj but we 
prefcntly heard that the woman of the houie 
had kept a tavern for the greater part of her 
life at Quebec, which refolved the knotty point. 
The wife is generally the adtive perfon in ma- 
naging a country tavern, and the hufband at- 
tends to his farm, or has fome independent oc- 
cupation. The man of this houfe was a judge, 
a fuUen demure old gentleman,- who lat by the 
fire *, with tattered clothes and difhevelled 

• TboDgh this wM the 14th day of July, tbc weather wai 
lb cold that we found a fire extremely agrecablb 

U 3 locks, 
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locks, reading a book, totally regardlcfs of every 
pcrfon in the room. 

The old fort and barracks of Ticondcroga 
are on the top of a rifing ground, juft behind 
the tavern; they are quite in ruins, and it is not 
likely that they will ever be rebuiU, for the 
lituation is very infecure, being commanded by 
a lofty hill called Mount Defiance. The 
British got poflefUonofthe place the lajt war 
by dragging cannon and mortars up the hil^ 
and firing dQwn upon the fort. 

Early the next morning we left Ticon- 
dcroga, and- purfged our voyage to Crown 
Point, where we landed to look at the old fort. 
Nothing is to be feen there* however, but a, 
heap of ruins j for fhortly before it was given 
up by the British, the powder magazine blew 
up, by which accident a great partof the works 
was deflroyed; iince the evacuation of it aliba 
the people In the neighbourhood have been 
continually digging in different parts* in hopes 
of procuring lead and iron fliot ; a c^afider- 
able quantity was in one inftancc got gut of the 
ftores that had been buried by the explofion. 
The vaults, which were bomb proof, have 
been demolilhed for the fake of the bricks for 
building chimneys. At the foiith fide alon? 
the ditches remain perfedi; they are wide and 
deep, and cut through immeufe rocks of lime- 
ftone^ and from being overgrown towards the 
tpp with ditf«r?nt kipds of flirubs, have a grand 

and 
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end pifturefque .appearance. The view from 
this fpot of the fort, and the old buildings in 
it . overgrown with ivy, of the la!:c, and of the 
diftant mountains beyond it, is indeed altoge- 
ther very fine. The fort, and fevcn hundred 
acres.of good cleared land adjoining to it, are 
the property of the ftate of New York, and are 
leafed out at the rate of one hundred and fifty 
dollars, equal to £. 33. ' los. fterling per an- 
num, which is appropriated for the ufe of a 
college. The farmer who rented it told u?, 
he principally made ufe of the land for grazing 
cattle i thefe, in the winter feafon. When the 
lake was frozen, he drove over the ice to Al- 
t»iay, and there difpofed of. 

Crown Point is the moft advantageous fpot 
on the Ihores of Lake Champlain for a mi- 
litary pofl, not bein^ commanded by any riiing 
grounds in the neighbourhood, as Ticonderoga 
is, and as the lake is fo narrow here, owing 
to another point running out on the oppofite 
iide, that it would be abfolutely impolTible for 
a vcffei to pafs, without being expofed to the 
^re of the fort. The Indians call this place 
Tek-ya-dough-nigarigee,thatis, the two points 
finmediately oppoiitc to. each other: the one 
oppofite to Crown Point is called Chimney 
point J upon it are a few houfes, one of which 
is a tavern. While we flaid there we were 
very agreeably furprifed, for the firft time, with 
U 4 the 
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the light of a. large birch canoe upon tlie laktf^ 
navigated by two or three Indians in the dreiles 
of their nation. They made for the {hotc and 
foon landed ; and ihortly after another party« 
amounting to fix or feven> arrived* that had 
come by land. 

On board our little veHel we had a poor 
Canadian, whom we took in at Skene{borougb. 
Tempted by the accounts he had heard of the 
United States, be quitted his own home in Ca- 
nada* wh^re he lived under one of the feigniors, 
and had gone as dr as Albany, in the neigh- 
bourhood of which place he had worked for 
fame time with a farmer ; but finding, that 
although he got higher wages, he had to pay 
much more for his provifions than in Canada, 
and that he waa alfo moil egregioufly cheated 
by the people, and particularly by his employer, 
from whom he could not get even the money 
he had earned ; finding likewife that he wasun-> 
able to procure any rcdrefs, from bting igno- 
rant of thc-Englifh language, the poor fellow 
determined to return to Canada, and on his 
way thither we met him, without a Shilling in 
his pocket. 

. Having alkcd this little fellow, as we failed 
along, fome queftions about the Indians, he 
immediately gave us a long account of a Cap- 
tain Thomas, a chief of the Cachenonaga na- 
tion, in the neighbourhood of whofe village ho 

faid 
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£iid he lived. Thomas, he told us, was a verjr 
rich man, and. had a rnofl excellent houfe, ia 
which he laid he lived as well as a feignior, 
and he was fure we fhould be well received if 
we went to fee him; he tdd us alfo that he had 
built a church/ and was a chriftian ; that he 
was very charitable, and that if he were ac- 
quainted with ' his present diHirefs he woulj 
certainly make him a prefent of four or five 
dollars. " Oh je vous alTure, meffieurs, que 
** c'eft un - bon fauvage." It was impofliblc 
not to imile at the little Canadian, who, half 
naked himfelf, and nearly as dark as a mulatto, 
concluded his panegyric upon Thomas, by 
JifTuring us, ** he was a good favage ;" at the 
fame time we felt a ftrong dcfire to behold this 
chief, of whom we had heard fo much. It was 
not long before we were gratified, for the party 
of Indians that ' arrived whilft we were at 
Chimney Point were from the Cachenonaga 
village, and at their head was Captain Thomas.' 
Thomas appeared to be about forty-five 
years of age ; he was nearly fix feet high, and 
very bulky in proportion : this is a fort of make 
uncommon among the Indiaps, who arc gene- 
rally flcnder. He was dreffcd like a white 
man, in boots j his hair untied, but cut fhort; 
the people who- attended him were' all in the 
Indian habit. Not one of his followers could 
ip?ak a word of Englifh or French j Thomas, 
' however. 
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however, couU hirafcif fpeak both larigtfagea, 
Englifli he fpoke with fome little hefitation, 
and not corredlyj but French fcemcd as fa- 
miliar to him as bis native tongue. His prin- 
cipal attention feemed to be dire^ed towards 
tradei which he" had purfued with great fuc* 
ceis, fo much Co, indeed, that> as we alter* 
wards heard, he could get credit in any Aore in 
Montreal for five hundred pounds. He had 
along with him at Chimney Point thirty horfes 
and a quantity of furs in the canoe, which be 
was taking for fale to Albany. His people* 
|ie told us, had but very few wants i he took 
care. to havethefe always fupplied; in return 
they brought hiin furs, tal&eo in hunting ; they 
atteuFled bis horfe^^ and voluntarily accom- 
paoied him when he went on a trading expe- 
dition : his proHcs therefore tiuift be immcnfe. 
During the courfe of converfatipn he told us, 
that if WE caine to fee him he would make us 
very happy j that th^re wer€ ibm^ vepy hand" 
^une fquaws * in hfs village, and that each of 
f s £hould have a wife : we promised to viiit him 
if it was in our power, and parted very good 
friends, "^homas, as we afterwards found, is 
not a man refpeded among the Indians in ge- 
neral, Nvho think much more of a chief that is 
^ good warrior and hunter, andUiiU retains the 

* FeouJe lodianv 
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lial)iu of his nation, than of one that becomes 
a trader, and aflimilates his manners to thofe (£ 
the whites. 

Lake Champlain is about one hundred and 
twenty miles in length) iand is of various 
breadths : for the firft thirty miles, that is, from 
South River to Crown Point, it is in no place 
more than two miles wide j beyond this, for 
the diftance of twelve miles, it is five or fix 
-miles acrofs, but then again it narrows, and 
again at the end of a few miles expands. That 
part called the Broad Lake, becaule broader 
than any other, commences about twenty-five 
miles north of Crown Point, and is eighteen 
■n^iles acrofs in the wideft part. Her^ the lake 
is interfpctfed with a, great number of Hlands, 
the largeft of which, formerly called Grande 
Ifle, now South Hero, is fifteen miles in length, 
ind, on an average, about four in breadth. 
The foil of this ifland is fertile, and it 19 fatd 
that five hundred people are fettled upon it. 
The Broad Lake is nearly fifty miles in length, 
find gradually narrows till it terminates in a 
large river called Chambty, Richlieui or So- 
relle, which runs into the St. Lawrence* 

The foundings of Lake Champlain, except 
(It the narrow parts at either end, are in general 
very deep 1 in many places fixty and fcventy, 
and in Snne even one hundred fathoms. In 
proportion to its brcaddi and depth, the water 

is 
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is more or lefs clear ; in the broad part it is as 
pure and tranfparent as poflible. On the weft 
fidej as far as Cumberland Bay, .the lake is 
bounded for the moft part by fteep mountains 
clofe to the edge of (he water ; at Ciimbcrland 
Bay the ridge of mountains runs off to the 
north weft, and the ihore farther on is low and 
fwampy. The ^aft or Vermont fliore is not 
much elevated, except in a few particular 
places; at the ditlance of twelve miles, how- 
ever, from the lake is a conliderable inountaio. 
The (hores on both fides are very rocky j where 
there are mountains thefc rocks jut but very 
boldly; but at the eaft fide, where the land is 
low, they appear but a little above Ac water. 
The iflands alfo, for the moft part; are fur- 
rounded, with rocks, in Ipme partBj Shelving 
dpwn into the lake> fp that it is dangerous to 
approaijh within qae or two miles pf them at 
particular fides. Frpm fome paj ts of the eaftern 
fhare the rocks alfo run out in the fame man- 
nRt for a confidera^k t^illancev Sailing along 
the fhore when a breeze is blowing, a hollow 
murmuring noife is always heard from the wa- 
ters fplafliing into the crar^nies of thefe rocks. 
There are many ftreams which fall into the 
lake : the mouths of all thofe on the wcftera 
fide arc obftru<3:cd by falls, fo that noneof them 
are navigable* Of thofe on the eaftern or 
Vermont fide, a few only are navigable for 
fmall boats, and that for a fiiort diftance. 

The 
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The, fcenery along various parts of the lafce 
^ extremely grand and pidurefque, particularly 
beyond Crown Point j the ihores are there 
beautifully ornamented with hanging wood* 
and rocks, and the mountains on the weflern 
fide rife up in ranges one behind the other ta 
the moft magnificent manner. It was on one 
of the fineft evenings poflible that we pafled 
along tills part of the lake, and the fun fettlng 
in all his glory behind the mountains, fpread 
the richeft tints over every part of the profpciSj 
the moon alfo appearing nearly in the full, 
flicrtly after the day had clofed, alFcrded us an 
opportunity of beholding the furrounding 
fcenery in frefli though lefs brilliant colours- 
Our little bark was now gliding fmoothly along, 
whilft every one of us remained wrapt up in 
filent contemplation of the folemn fcene, when 
fuddenty the ilruck upon one of the {helving 
rocks: nothing but hurry and confufion was 
now vifible on board, every one lending his 
allillance; however, at laft, with fome diffi- 
culty, we got her off; but in a minute Ihc 
ilruck a fecond time, and after we had again 
extricated her, even a third and a fourth time ; 
at laft Hie ftuck fo fad that for a fhort time wc. 
defpaired of being able to move her. Ac the 
end of a quarter of an hour, however, we agaij\ 
fortunately got her into deep water. We had 
before fufpefted that our boatman did not 
know 
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know a great deal about the navigation of the 
lake, and on queft^ioning him now, it came out* 
that he had been a cobler all his life, till within 
the lart: nine months, when he thought ptoper 
Co change his bufinefs, and turn failor. AH the 
knowledge he had of the fliores of the lake, 
was what he had picked up during that time, 
a< he iailed ilraight backward and forward be 
tween St. John's and Skeneiborough. On the 
prefent occasion he had mi(hken one bay for 
•nother, and had the waves been as high as 
they fometimes are, the boat would inevitably 
have been dalhed to pieces. 

The humble roof of another judge, a plain 
Scotch labourer, afforded ns Ihelter for thia 
night. It was near elevftn o'clock, however, 
when we got there, and the family having 
retired to reft we had to remaiii rapping and 
. calling at the door for half an hour at Icaft, 
before we could get admittance. The people 
at laft being roufed, opened tlieir doors, cheer- 
fully got us fome fupper, and prepared thcii* 
beft beds for- us. In the morning, having 
paid our reckoning to the judge, he returned 
to his plough, and wc to our boat to prolecute 
our voyage. 

We fet off this day with a remarkable fine 
breeze, and being delTrous of terminating ouf 
Toyagc as foon ^ poffible, of which we began 
now to be fomcwhat tired, we flopped but 

once 
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QQce In the courie of the ^y, and determined 
to fail on ^U night. A £hort time after ^a, 
fct wc pafled the boundary between the Bri- 
tilh dominions and the United States. Here 
we were brought to by an armed brig of 
twenty guns» under Englifli colours, ftationed 
fot the purpofe of examining all boats pafling 
up. and down the lake: the anfwers which we 
gave to the feveral queftions afked being iatis- 
h&oryt we were accordingly fuffered to pro- 
ceed." Since the furrcnder of the pofts, pur- 
fuant to the late treaty with the United States, 
this brig has been removed, and laid up at St< 
John's. When night came on, we wrapped 
ourfelves up in our blankets, as we had done 
on the firft night of our voyage, and laid down 
upon the cabin floor, where we might poflibly 
have llept until we got to St. John's, had wc 
not been awakened at midnight Hy the loud 
hollas of the fentinel at the Britilhfort on Ifle 
aux Noix. On examining into the matter. It 
appeared that the boat had been driven, on 
fhore, while our flccpy pilot enjoyed his nap 
at the helm; and the centinel, unable to 
imagine what we were about, feeing the boat 
run up clofe under the fort, and fufpicious of 
ipme attack, I fuppofe, had turned out the 
whole guard; by whom^tificr being examined 
and re-examined, we were finally difmiifed. 
We now took the command of the boat upon 
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ottrfelves* for the boatman, although he watf 
more anxious to get to St. John's than any one- 
of us, and though he had hunfelf in fome" 
meafure induced us to go on, was fo fleepy 
that he could not keep his eyes open. Reliev- 
ing each other at the helm, we reached St. 
John's by day-break ; one hundred and &fty 
miles diilant from Skeneiboroughi - 

Immediately on our landing we were con- 
duced to the guard houfe, where we had to 
deliver to the ferjeant on duty, to be by him 
forwatded to the commanding officer, an ac- 
count of our names, occupation, and place of 
a!bode, the ftriftcft Orders having been iffued 
by the governor not to fuffer any Frenchmen 
or other foreigners, or any people who could 
not give an exa<5t account of their bufinefs in 
Canada, to enter into the country. 

St. John's is a garrifon town j it contains 
about fifty miferable wooden dwellings, and 
barracks, in which a whole regiment is gene- 
rally quartered. The fortifications are entirely 
out of order, fo much fo that it would be 
cheaper to ercd frefh works than to attempt 
to repair them. There is a king's dock yard 
here» well florcd with timber, at Ica'ft, when 
we faw it} but in the courfe of the fummer, 
after the a^med brig whicfi I mentioned was 
Jaid up, all the timber was fold off. The old 
hulks of feveral veflcls of force were lying- 
oppolitc 
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oppofite the yard. In proportioh to the in- 
creafe of trade between New York and Lower 
Canada this town muft improve, as it is the 
BritiAi port of entry on Lake Champlain. 

The country about St. John's is flat, and 
very bare of trees, a dreadful fire in the year 
1788 having done great mifchief, and deftroyed 
all the woods for feveral miles : In fotne jarts 
of the neighbourhood the people fuffcr ex- 
tremely during winter from the want of fuel. 

At St. John's we hired a light waggon, 
fimilar-to thofe made ufe of in the United^ 
States, and fet off about noon for La Prarie, 
on the banks of the river St. Lawrence. By 
the dirci^ road, this is only eighteen miles 
diftant; but the moll agreeable way of going 
thither is by Chambly, which is a few miles 
&rther. on account of feeing the old cafUe built 
there by the French. The cattle ftands clofe 
to the rapids in Chambly or Sorelle River, and 
at a little diftance has a grand appearance j the 
adjacent country alfo being very beautiiiil, the 
■whole together forms a moft intercfting fcene. 
The caftlc is in tolerably good repair, and a 
garrifon is conftantly kept in it. - 

As yoQ travel along this road to La Prarie, 
after having juft arrived from the United States 
over Lake Champlain, , a variety of objeds 
forcibly remind you of your having got into a 
new country. The British flag, the foldier& 

Vol. I. X on 
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on duty* the French inbabitants running 
about in their red nightcaps, the childrea 
coming to the doors-to £a}ute you as you paf5> 
a thing unknown in any. part of the United 
States } thie coinpa<5t and neat exterior appear- 
ance of the houfes, the cala(hes, the bons 
dieux, the large Roman Catholic <-hurch« 
:and chapelS) the convents, the priefls in thdr. 
tobes, the nuns^, the friars ; alt ferve to con* 
vince you that you are bo longer in any part 
jof the. .United States: the language alfo dif- 
fers, French -being here univerfally fpoken. 

The calaih is a carriage very generally nfed 
ia Lower Canada ; there is . fcarcely a ^rmer 
indeed' in the country who does not poflefs 
onJ: : it is a fort of one horfe chaife, capable 
of holding two- people bcftdes the drffer,. who 
iits on a kind of box placed over the foot 
board exprefsly for his accommodation. The 
body -of the calafh is hung upon broad ftrap* 
of Jeather, round iron rollers that are placed 
hehiad, bv means of which they are Shortened 
or lengthened. On each fide of the carriage 
is a little door about two feet high, whereby 
you enter it, and which is ufeful when (hut, 
in prcvejiting any thing from flipping out. 
The hamel^ for the horfe is always made in 
the old French taije, extremely heavy; it is 
budded with brafs juUs, and to particuUr parts 
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of it are attached fcazW bells, of no u(e that I 
could ever difcover but to annoy the paflenger. 

The bons dieux are large wooden crucifixes, 
Ibmetjmcs upwards of twerty feet in height, 
placed on the highway 1 fome of them are 
highly ornamented and painted : as the people 
pafs they pull off their hats, or in fome other 
way make obeifance to them. 

La Prarie de la Madelene contains about 
one hundred houfcs: after flopping an hour or 
two there we embarked in a bateau for Mon^ 
treal. 

Montreal is fituated on an ifland of the 
fame name, on the oppofite fide of the River 
St. Lawrence to that on which la Prarie 
(lands, but fomewbat lower down. The two 
towns are tiine miles apart, and the river is 
aboDt two miles and a quarter wide. The 
current here is prodigiouily flrong, and in par- 
ticular places as you crofs, the boats are hur- 
ried down the flream, in the midfl of large 
rocks, with fuch. impetuofity that it feems as 
if nothing could live them from being daflied 
to pieces ; indeed this, would certainly be the 
cafe if the men were not uncommonly expert j 
but the Canadians are the mofl dexterous 
people perhaps in the world at the manage- 
ment of bateaux in rapid rivers. After fuch a ^ 
profpeft of the River St, Lawrence, it was 
not without afloniihment that on approaching 
Xa iho 
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thfr town of Montreal we beheld (hips of up- 
wards of four hundred tons burthen lying clofc 
to the ihore. The difficulties which vefTels 
have to encounter in getting to Montreal are 
immenfe ; I have myfelf feen them with all 
their fails fet, and with a fmart and favourable 
breeze, flationary for an hour together in the 
ftream, unable to ilcm it, between the ifland 
of St. Helcne and the main land, juftielow 
the town : to ftcm the current at this place 
it is aloioft necelTary that the vefTel fliould be 
aided by a ilorm. The afcent is equally diffi- 
cult in feveral other parts of the river. Ow- 
ing to this it is, that the pa^gc from Quebec 
to Montreal is generally more tedious than 
that acrofs the Atlantic; thofc fliips, there- 
fore, which trade between Europe and Mont- 
peal, never attempt to make more than one 
voyage during the year. Notwithftanding the 
rapidity of the ftream, the channel of tiie river 
is very deep, and in particular juft oppofite 
to the town. The largeft merchant veflcls 
can there lie fo clofe to the banks, which art 
in their natural ilate, that you may nearly 
touch them with your hand as yoa Aand on 
the (here. 
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LETTER XXn. 

Defcription of the Tovin of Montreal.— ^Of the 
public Buiidmgs. — Churches. — Funeral Ce* 
remoniet. — Convents. — Barracks. — Fortifi- 
cations. — Inhabitants moftfy Frencb.-^-Tbeir 
CharaSfer and Manners. — Charming Pro- 
tests in the Neighbourhood of the Town. — 
Amufements during Summer. — Startles of 

■ Pleafiire up the Mountain.— Of tBe Fur 
Trade. — The Manner in which it is carried 
on. — Great Enterprife of the North Wefi 
Compary of Merchants. — Sketch of Mr, 
MKenzie's Expeditions over Land to the 
Pacific Ocean. — Differences between tli$ 
Nt^tb Wefi andHudfon's Bay Companies. 

Montreal, .July. 

'T^HE town of Montreal was laid out pur- . 

fuant to the orders of one of the kings 
of France, which were, that a town ftiould he 
Wit as high up on the St. Lawrence as it 
were poffible for veflels to go by fea. In fixing 
upon the fpot where it (lands, his commands 
were complied with in the ftridteft fenfe. 
The town at prefent contains about twelve 
hundred houfes^ whereof five hundred cmly 
arc within the walls ; the red are in the 
iuburbs, which commence from the north, 
X.3 caft, 
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eaft, and weft gates. The houfes in the fuburbs 
arc moftly built of wood, but the others arc 
all of ftone i none of them are elegant, but 
there arc many very comfortable habitations. 
In the lower part of the town, towards the 
river, where moft of the ibops ftand, they 
.have a very gloomy appearance, and look like 
fo many prifons, being all furniAied at the 
outfide with iheet iron Ihutters to the doors 
and windows, which are regularly clofed to- 
wards evening, in order to guard againft fire. 
The town has fuffcred by fire very materially 
at different times, and the inhabitants hive 
fuch a dread of it, that all who can afford it 
cover the ^oofs of their houfes with tin-plates 
inftead of iliingles. By law they are obliged 
to have one or more ladders, in proportion to 
the fize of the houfe, always ready on the 
roofs. 

The llreets are all very narrow; three of 
them run parallel to the river, and theft are 
interfered by others at right angles, but not 
at regular diftances. On the fide of the 
town iartheft from the river, and nearly 
between the northern and fouthern extremi- 
ties, there is a fmall fquare, called La Place 
"d'Armes, which fccms originally to have been 
1^ open to the walls on ofie fide, and to 
have been intended for the military to exercife 
in ; the troops, however, never make ufe of it 
now, 
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now, but parade (m a long walk, . behind the 
walls, nearer to the barracks. On the oppofite 
fide of the town, towards the water, is another 
imall fquare, where the market is held. 

There are fix churches in Montreal j one 
for Englifh Epifcopalians, one for Prefbyteri- 
ans, and four for Roman Catholics. The 
cathedral church belonging to the latter, 
which occupies one fide of La Place d'Armes, 
is a very fpacious building, and contains -five 
altars, all very richly decorated. The doors 
of this cathedral are left open the greater part 
of the day, and there are, generally, numbers 
of old people in it at their prayers, even when 
no regular fervice is going on. On » fine Sun- 
day in the fummer feafon £ich multitudes 
flock to it, that even the fteps at the outiide 
«re covered with people, who, unable to get in, 
remain there kneeling with their hats off" dur- 
ing the whole time of divine fervice. Nearly 
■ all the chriftenings, marriages, and burials of 
the Roman Catholic inhabitants of Montreal 
are performed in this church, on which oc- 
cafions, as well as before and during the 
maflcs, they always ring the bells, to the great 
annoyance of every perfon that is not a lover 
of difcords; for inftead of pulling the bells, 
which are five in fiumber, and really ^l 
toned, with regularity, they jmgle them aflat, 
once, without any ■ {dri of cadence'whatcver. 
X 4 Our 
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Oor lodgings happened to be in La Place 
d'Armes; and during th^ee weeks ^at wc 
remained there, I verily believe the bells were 
never fuffcred to remain ftill ' for two hours 
together^ at any one tiihe, except in the 
night. 

The funerals, as in other Roman Catholic 
countries, are conduced with great ceremony ; 
the corpfe is always attended to the church 
by a number of prieib chanting praycre, and 
by little boys in white robes, and black caps 
carrying wax lights. A morning fcarcely 
ever pafled over that one or more of thefe 
proceifions did not pafs under our wimlo\rs ' 
whilft we were at breakfaft j for on the bp- 
pofite lide of the fquare to that on which 
the cathedral flood, was a fort of chapel, to 
which the bodies of all thoie perfons, whofe 
friends could not afford to pay for an cxpenfive 
funeral, were brought, I fuppofe, in the nighty 
for we could never fee any carried in there, 
and from thence conveyed in the morning to 
the cathedral. If the priefts are paid for it 
they go to the houfe of the deceafcd, though 
it be ever fo far diflant, aind cfcort the corpfe 
to the church,' Until within a few years paft 
it was cuflomary to bury all the bodies in the 
vaults underneath the cathedral j but now it 
is prohibited, lell fome putrid diforder, ihould 
break out in the town' ia confe.quence of fucli 
numbers 
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numbers being depofited there. The burying 
grounds are all without the walls at prefent. 

There are in Montreal four convents, one 
of which is of the order of St. Francis ; the 
number of the friars, however, is reduced now 
to two or three, and as by the laws of the * 
province men can no Imiger enter into any 
religious order, it will of courfe in a few years ■ 
dwindle entirely away. On the female orders 
there is no reftrw^ioB, and they are ftill well 
filled. The Hotel Dicn, founded as early as 
1644, for the relief of the fick poor,' and 
which is the oldeft of the convents, contains 
thirty " religieufes" — nuns j 'La Congrega- 
tion de Notre Dame, inftituted for the in- 
ftruftion of young girls, contains fifty-feven 
fours, another fort of nuns ; and L'Hoipital 
Generate, for the accommodation of the infirm 
poor, contains eighteen iteurs. 

The barracks are agreeably fituatcd near 
■the river, at the lower end of the town ; they 
are furrounded by a lofty wall, and calculated 
to contain about three hundred men. 

The walls round the town are mouldering 
away very feft, and in.fomc places are totally 
in ruins; the gates, however, remain quite 
perfeft. The walls were built principally as 
a. defence againfl the Indians, by whom the 
country was thickly inhabited when Montftal 
was founded, and they wcrtf found neceflary, 

to 
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to repel the open attacks of theie people a> 
late as the year 1736. When the large iairs 
ufed to be held in Montreal, to which the 
Indians from all parts reforted with their furs, 
they were alfo found €Xtr?mely ufeful, as the 
inhabitants were thereby enabled to ^ut out 
the Indians at night, who, had they been fnf- 
fered to remain in the town, addided as they 
are to drinking, might have been tempted to 
commit great outrages, and would have kept 
the inhabitants in a continual ilate of alarm. 
In their bcft ftate the walls could not have 
prpte^ed the town againft cannon, not even 
againft a fix pounder i nor, indeed, would the 
ftrongeft walls be of any ufe in defending it 
againft artillery, as it is completely command- 
ed by the eminences in the ifland of St. Hc- 
lene*, in the River St. Lawrence. Montreal 
has always been an eafy conqueft to regular 
troops. 

By far the greater number of the inhabit- 
ants of Montreal are of French extraflion; 
all the eminent merchants, however, and 
principal people in the town, are either Eng- 
lifh, Scotch, Irirti, or their defcendants, all of 
whom pafs for Englifh with the French in- 
habitants. The French retain, in a great 



* This ifland (vai die laft jtixx which tiA FKDch fttncn- 
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meafure, the manners and cuftoms of their 
anceflors, as well as the language ; they have 
an unconquerable averfion to learA EngliOi> 
and it is very rare to meet with any perfon 
amongft them that can l*peak it in any man- 
ner; but the Engliih inhabitants are> for the 
moil partj well acquainted with the French 
language. 

The people of Montreal, in general, are r&- 
-markably hofpitable and attentive to ftrangersi 
they are fociable alfo amongil themfelves^ and 
fond in the extreme of convivial amufementt. 
in winter, they keep up fuch a conflant a«d 
J&iendly intercourfe with each other* that it 
feems then as if the town were inhabited but 
by one large family. During fummer they 
live fomewhat more retired ; but throughout 
that feafon a club, formed of all the principal 
■ inhabitants, both male and female, meet every 
week or fortnight, for the purpofe of dining at 
ibme agreeable, fpot in the neighbourhood of 
the town. 

The ifland of Montreal is about twenty- 
eight miles in length and ten in breadth; it 
is the largefl of'feveral iilands which are 
iituated in the St. Lawrence, at the mouth of 
the Utawa River. Its foil is luxuriant, and 
in fome parts much cultivated and thickly in- 
habited. It is agreeably diverfiiied with hill 
and dale, and towards its center, in the neigh- . 
bourhood 
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bourhood of Montreal, there are two or three 
confidcrable mountains. The largcft of tbefe 
fUnds at the diftance of about one mile from 
the town, which is named from it. The ba& 
of this mountain is furrounded with neat 
country boufes and gardens, and partial im- 
provements have been made about one third 
of the way upj the remainder is entirely 
covered with lofty trees. On that fide to- 
wards the river is a large old monadery, with 
cxtenfive inclofures walled in, round which 
the ground has been cleared for fome diftance. 
This open part is covered with a rich ver- 
dure, and the woods encircling it, inftead of 
being overrun with brufhwqpd, are quite clear 
at bottom, fo that you may here roam about at 
pleafurefor miles together, lhaded,by the lofty 
trees, from the rays of the fun. 

The view from hence is grand beyond 
defcription. A prodigious expanfe of country 
is laid open to the eye, with the noble river St. 
Lawrence winding through it, which may be 
traced from the remoteft part of the horizon. 
The river comes from the right, and flows 
fmoothly on after paifing down the tremen- 
dous rapids above the town, where it is 
hurried over huge rocks with a noife that is 
heard even up the mountain. On die leit 
below you appears the town of Montreal, 
with its churches, monafterics, glittering 
fpircE, 
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fpires, and the Shipping under ks old walls ; 
fevcral little illands in the river near the town, 
partly improved, partly overgrown with wood, 
add greatly to the beauty of the fcene. La 
Prarie with its large church on the diflant &dc 
of the river, is ieen to the greateft advantage, 
and beyond it is a range of lofty mountains. 
which terminates the profpe£t. Such a^ 
endlefs variety and fuch a grandeur is there ia 
the view from this part of the mountain, that 
even tbofe who are moft habituated to the 
view always 6nd it a fre(h fubje£t of admira- 
tion whenever they contemplate it ; and on this 
part of the mountun it is that the club which 
I mentioned generally aflembles. Two fte^ 
wards are appointed for the day, who always 
chufe fome new fpot where there is a fpring 
or rill of water, and an agreeable Aiade : each 
family brings cold provifions, wine, 6cc. ; the 
whole is put together, and the company, often 
amounting to one hundred perfons, llts down 
to dinner. 

The fur trade is what is chiefly carried on 
at Montreal, and it is there that the greater 
part of the furs are ihippcd, which are fent 
from Canada to England. 

This very lucrative trade is carried on, partly 

by what is called the North Weft Company, 

and partly by private individuals on their own 

account. The company does not poflefs any 

3 particular 
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particular privileges by law, but from its great 
capital merely it is enabled to trade to certain 
remote partsof the continent, to the exclulion 
of thofe who do not hold iiny fhares in it. It 
was formed originally by the merchants of 
Montreal thcmfelves, who wifely conftdercd 
that the trade could be carried on to thofe 
diilant parts of the continent, inhabited folely 
by Indians, with more fecurity and greater 
profit, if they joined together in a body, thati 
if they continued to trade feparately. The 
ilock of the company was divided into forty 
iharesj and as the number of merchants In the 
town ■ at that time was not very great, this 
arrangement afforded an opportunity to every 
one of. them to join in the company if he 
thought proper. At prefent thefc Ihares have 
all iallen into the hands of a few perfons. 

The company principally carries on its trade 
by means of the Utawas or Grand River, that 
fills into the St. Lawrence about thirty miles 
above Montreal, and which forms, by its con- 
fluence with that river, " Le Lac de Deux 
Montagnes et le Lac St. Louis," — the lake of 
the Two Mountains and the Lake of St. Louis, 
wherein are feveral large iflands. To convey 
the furs down this river, they make ufe of 
canoes, formed of the bark of the birch tree, 
fome of which are upon fuch a large fcale 
that they are capable of containing two tons* 

C,.;,l,ZDdbyC00g[e 



CANOES. .3,9 

but they feldom put Co much in them, efpe- 
cially on this river, it being in many places 
Ihallow, rapid, and full of rocks, and contains 
no lefs than thirty-two portages. 

The canoes are navigated by the French 
Canadians, who are particularly fond of the 
employment, preferring it in general to that 
of cultivating the ground. A fleet of them 
fets off from Montreal about the month of 
May, laden with provifions, confifting chiefly 
of bifcuit and fait pork, fufiicient to laft the 
crews till thdr return, and alfo with the arti- 
cles given in barter to the Indians. At fbme 
of the fliallow places in the river, it is fufii- 
cient if the men merely get out of the canoes, 
and pufli them on into the deep waterj but 
at others, where there arc dangerous rapids 
and iharp rocks, is it necefl~ary for the men to 
unlade the canoes, and carry both them and the 
cargoes on their ftioulders, till they come 
again to a fafe part of the river. At night 
they drag the canoes upon fliore, light a fire, 
cook their provifions for the following day, and 
fleep upon the ground wrapped up in their 
blankets. If it happens to rain very hard, 
they fometimes Ihelter themfclves with boughs 
of trees, but in general they remain under the 
canopy of heaven, without any covering but 
their blankets : they copy exaftly the Indian 
mode of life on thefe occafions, and many of 
iher. 
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them even wear the Indian dreHes, which th^ 
find more convenient than their own 

Having afcended the Utawas River for 
about two hundred and eighty miles, which it 
takes them about eighteen days to perform, 
tbcy then ccofs by a portage' into Lake Nif- 
piffing. and from this lake by another pmtage 
they get upon French River, that foils into 
Lake Huron on the north-eail fide; then 
coafiing along this laft lake they paTs through 
<he Straits of St. Mary, wher?, there is ano- 
ther portage into Lake Superior ; and coas- 
ting afterwards along the 0iores of Lake Su- 
perior, they come to the Grand Portage on 
the nonh-wcft fide of it ; frmn hence by a 
chain of fmall lakes and rivers they proceed on 
to the Rainy Lake, to Uie Lake of the Woods, 
and for hundreds of miles beyond it, through 
Lake Winnipeg, &c. 

The canoes, however, which go fo far up 
the country, never return the fame year; 
thofe intended to bring back cargoes imme- 
diately, ftop at the Grand Portage, where the 
furs are colledted ready for them by the agents 
of the company. The furs arc made up in 
packs of a certain weight, and a particular 
number is put into each cance. By knowing 
thus the cxaft weight of every pack, there can , 
be no embezzlement; and at the portages 
there is no tipe waAedin allottitig to each 

man 
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man his load, every one being obliged to carry 
fo many packs. 

At the Grand Portage, and along that im- 
menfe chain of lakes and rivers, which extend 
beyond Lake Superior, the company has re- 
gular, pofts, wliere the agents refidej and with 
iiich aftoniftung enterprize and induftry have 
the alTairs of this company been carried on, 
that trading pofts are now eftabliihed within 
five hundred miles of the Pacific Ocean. One 
gentleman, indeed, a partner in the houfe at 
Montreal, which now holds the greateft part 
of the (hares of the company, has even pene- 
trated to the Pacific Ocean itfclf. The jour- 
nal kep t by this gentleman upon the expedi- 
tion is, it is faid, replete with information of 
the moft interefting nature. That it has not 
been laid before the public long ago, toge- 
ther with an accurate map of his track, is to 
be imputed folely to anunfortunatemifunder- 
ftanding which took place between him and 
a noble lord high in the confidence of go- 
vernment. 

In the firft attempt which this adventurous 
gentleman, a Mr. M'Kenzie, made to pene- 
trate to the ocean, he fet out early in the 
fpring from the remotcft of the pofts belong- 
ing to the company. He took with him a 
fingle canoe, and a party of chofen men j and 
after paffing over prodigious trafts of land. 

Vol. I. Y never 
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never before traveried by any white perfon, 
at laft came to a large river. Here the canoe, 
which was carried by the men on their 
ihoulders, was launched, and having all em- 
barked, they proceeded down the Itream. 
From the courfe this river took for a very 
great diflance, Mr. M'Kenzie was led to ima- 
gine that it was one of thofe rivers he was 
in queft of; namely, one which emptied itfclf 
into the Pacific Ocean; but at the end of 
feveral weeks, during which they had worked 
their way downward with great eagernefs, he 
was convinced, from the gradual inclination of 
the river towards another quarter, that he 
muft have been miftakcn ; and that it was 
one of thofe immenfe rivers, fo numerous on 
the continent of North America, that ran into 
Baffin's Bay, or the Ardic Ocean. 

The party was now in a very critical fitu- 
ation ; the feafon was far advanced, and the 
length of way which they had to return was 
prodigious. If they attempted to go back, and 
were overtaken by winter, they muft in all 
probability perifh for want of provifions in an 
uninhabited country; if, on the contrary, they 
made up their minds to fpend the winter 
where they were, they had no time to lofe in 
building huts, and going out to hunt and filh, 
that they might have fnfficlent ftores to fup- 
port them through that dreary feafon. Mr. 
M'Kenzie 
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M*K6hzie reprefented the matter, in the moil 
open terms, to his men, and left it to them- 
felvcs to determine the part they would take. 
The men were for going back at all hazards ; 
and the refult was, that they reached their 
friends in lafety. The difficulties they had to 
contend with, and the exertions they made in 
returning, were almoft furpaffing belief. 

The fecond expedition 'entered upon by 
Mr. M'Kenzie, and which fucceeded to his 
wilhes, was undertaken about three y^ars ago. 
He fet out in the fame manner^ but well pro- 
vided with ieveral different things, which he 
found the want of in the firft expedition. He 
was extremely well furniflied this tiojc with 
aftronomical inftruments, and in particular 
with a good time-piece, that he procured from 
London. He took a courfe fomewhat dif- 
ferent from the firft, and paiTed through many 
nations of Indians who had never before fcen 
the fece of a white man* amongft fome of 
whom he was for a time in imminent danger; 
but he found means at laft to conciliate their 
good will. From fome of thcfe Indians he 
learned, that there was a ridge of mountains 
at a Uttlc diftance> beyond which the rivers all 
ran in a weftcrn direction. Having engaged 
ibme of them therefore for guides, he pro- 
ceeded according to . their direftions until he 
came to the mountains, and after afcending 
■ Y 2 thetn 
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them with prodigious Ubour,found, to his great 
latisfaftion, that the account the Indians had 
given was true, and that the rivers on the op- 
jiofitc fide did indeed all run to the weft. He 
followed the courfe of one of them, and finally 
came to the Pacific Ocean, not far from Nootka 
Sound. 

Here he was given to underftand by the na- 
tives, and their, account was confirmed by the 
light of fome little articles they had amongft 
tliein, that an Engliih veflel had quitted the 
coaft only fix weeks before. This was a great 
mortification to Mr. M'Kenzie j for had there 
been a fiiipon thecoaft, he would moft gladly 
have embarked in it rather than encounter the 
fame difficulties, and be expofed to* the fame 
perils, which he had experienced in getting 
there ; however there was no alternative ; he 
fet out after a rtiort time on his journey back 
again, and having found his canoe quite fafe 
under fome bufhes, near the head of the river, 
where he had hid it, together with fome pro- 
vifions, left on going down to the coaft the 
natives might have proved unfriendly, and 
have cut off^his retreat by feizing upon it, he 
finally arrived at one of the trading pofts in 
fecurity. When I was at Montreal Mr, 
M'Kenzie was not there, and I never had an 
opportunity of feeing him afterwards. What 
I have here related refpefting his two expe- 
4 ditions 
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ditlons is the fubftance, to the beft of my re- 
colJedion, of what I heard from his partners. 

Many other individuals belonging 'to thz 
North Weft Company, before Mr. M'Kenzle 
fet out, penetrated far into the country in dif- 
ferent direi^ions, and much beyond what any 
perfon had done before them» in order to efta- 
blilh pofts. In foine of thefe cxcurfions they 
fell in withtheagentsoftheHudfon Bay Com- 
pany, who were alfo extending their pofts from 
another quarter : this unexpefted meeting be- 
tween the two companies, at one time gave 
rife to fome very unpleafant altercations, and 
the Hadfon BayCompany threatened the other 
with an immediate profecution for an infringe- 
ment of its charter. 

By its charter, it feems, the Hudfon Bay 
Company was allowed the exclufive privilege 
of trading to the Bay. and along all the rivers 
and waters conneded with ,it. This charter, 
however, was granted at a time when the nor- 
thern parts of the continent were much lefs 
known than they are now, for to have the ex- 
clufive trade along all the waters connetiicd 
with Hudfon Bay was, Hterally fpeaking, to 
have the excluiive trade of the greater part of 
the continent of North America. Hudfon Bay 
by a variety of rivers and lakes, is clofely con- 
nefted with Lake Superior, and from that 
chain of lakes, of which Lake Superior is one, 
Y 3 there 

L, ,z,;i.,C00g[c 



3»5 TRAVELS THROUGH LOWER CANADA : 
there is a water communication throughout all 
Canada, and a very great part of the United 
States J however, when the agents of the 
North-weft Company were fixing trading 
pofts upon fomc rivers which ran immediately 
into Hudfon's Bay, it undoubtedly appeared to 
be an infringement of the charter, and fo in- 
deed it muft ftriaiy have been, had not the 
Hudfon's Bay Company itfelf infringed its own 
charter in the firfl: inftancc, or at leaft neg- 
lefted to comply with all the ftipulations 
contained therein. A claufe feems to have 
been in the charter, which, at the fame time 
that it granted to the company the exclulive 
privilege of trading to Hudfon's Bay, and 
along all the waters connected with it, bound 
it to ereft a new poft twelve miles farther to 
the weftward every year, otherwife the char- 
ter was to become void. This had not been 
done ; the North-weft Company therefore 
refted perfedly eafy about the menaces of 2 
profecution, fatisiied that the other company 
did not in izA legally pofleis thofe privileges 
to which it laid claim. 

The Hudfon's Bay Company, though it 
threatened, never indeed attempted to put its 
threats into execution, well knowing the wcak- 
nefs of its caufe, but continued neverthelefe to 
watch the motions of its rival with a moll 
jealous eye ; and as in extending their refpcc- 

tivc 
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tive trades, the pofts of the two companies 
were approximating nearer and nearer to each 
other every year, there was great reafon to 
imagine that their differences, inftead of abat- 
ing, would- become ftill greater than they were, 
and finally, perhaps, lead to confcquences of 
the moft fcrious nature. ' A circumftance, 
however, uncxpcftedly took place, at a time 
when the greateft enmity fubiifted between the 
parties, which happily reconciled them to 
each other, and terminated all their difputes. 

A very powerful nation of Indians, called 
the Afliniboins, who inhabit an extended tradt 
of country to the fouth-weftof Lake Winni- 
peg, conceiving that the Hudfbn's Bay Com- 
pany had encroached unreafonably upon their 
territories, and had otherwife maltreated a part 
of their tribe, formed the refclution of indantly 
deftroying a poft eliabliflied by that company 
in their neighbourhood. A large body of them 
foon coUedted together, and breathing the 
fierceft fpirit of revenge, marched unperceived 
and unfufpedted by the party againft whom 
their expedition was planned, tilt within a fhort 
diftance of their poll. Here they halted ac- 
cording to cuftom, waiting only for a favour- 
able moment to pounce upon their prey. Some 
of the agents of the North-weft Company, 
however, who were fcattered about this part of 
the country, fortunately got intelligence of their 
Y 4 defign. 
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defign. They knew the weaknefs of the place 
about to be attacked, and forgetting the rival-> 
Ihip fubfifting between them, and thinking on- 
ly how to favc their countrymen, they imme- 
diately difpatched a meflengcr to give the party 
notice of the affauU that was meditated j they 
at the fame time fent another meflenger to 
one of their own polls, deliring that inflant 
fuccour might be fent to that belonging to the 
Hudfon Bay Company, which the Indians 
were about to plunder. The detachment ar- 

, rived before the attack commenced, and the 
Indians, were repulfed; but had it not been for 
the timely aHiflance their rivals had afforded, 
the Hudfon Bay people were fully perfuaded 
that they muil have fallen vii^ims to the fury 

■ of the Indians. 

This Cgnal piece of fervice was not under- 
valued or forgotten by thofe who had been 
favedj and as the North-weft Company was 
fo much ftronger, and on fo much better terms 
with the Indians in this part of the country 
than its rivals, it now evidently appeared to be 
the intereli of the lattsr to have the ports of the 
North-weft Company cftabliftied as near its 
own as poffible. This is accordingly done for 
their mutual fafety, and the two companies are 
now on the moft friendly terms, and continue 
to carry on their trade clofe to each other. 
About two thoufand men arc employed by 
th« 
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the North-weft Company in their pofts'in the 
upper country. Thofe who arc ftationed at 
the remote trading pofts lead a very favage 
life, but little better indeed than that of In- 
dians: fomc of them remain far up in the 
country for four or five years together. T^ie 
head clerk or principal agent generally marries 
an Indian girl, the daughter of fome eminent 
chief, by which he gains in a peculiar manner 
the affeQions of the whole tribe, a matter of 
great importance. Thefe marriages, as may be 
fuppofed, are not confidered as very binding 
by the hufband; but that is nothing in the 
opinion of an Indian chief, who readily brings 
■ his lifter or daughter to you ; at the fame time 
he can only be appeafed by blood if a pcrfon 
attempts to take any improper liberties with 
his wife. Amongft no people are the wives 
more thafte, or more devoted to their huf- 
bands. 

Befides the furs and pelts conveyed down 
to Montreal from the north-weftern parts 
of the continent, by means of the Utawas 
River, there are large quantities alfo brought 
there acrofs the lakes, and down the River St. 
Lawrence. Thefe are coUedted at the various 
towns and pofts along the Lakes Huron, Erie, 
and Ontario, where the trade is open to all 
parties, the feveral pofts being proteiSed by 
regular troops, at the expcnce of the govern- 
ment. 
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ment. Added likewife to what are thus col- 
ledted by the agents of the company, and of 
private merchants, there are confiderable quan- 
tities brought down to Montreal for fate by 
traders, on their own account. Some of thefe 
traders come from parts as remote as the Illi- 
nois Country, bordering on the Mifliffippi. 
They afcend the Mifliffippi as far as Onifconf- 
ing River, and from that by a portage of three 
miles get upon Fox River, which falls into 
Lake Michigan. In the fall of the year, as I 
have before mentioned, thefe two rivers over- 
flow, and it is then fometimes pradicable to 
pafs in a light canoe from one river to the other, 
without any portage whatfoever. From Lake 
Michigan they get upon Lake Huron, after- 
wards upon Lake Erie, and fo on to the St. 
Lawrence. Before the month of September is 
over, die furs are all brought down to Mon- 
treal i as they arrive they are immediately 
ihlpped, and the veflels difpatched in Odo- 
ber, beyond which month it would be dan- 
gerous for them to remain in the river on ac- 
count of the fetting in of winter. 

Furs are alfo (hipped in confiderable quan- 
tities at Quebec, and at the town of Trois 
Rivieres. Thefe furs are brought down the 
rivers that fall into the St. Lawrence, on the 
north fide, by Indians. 
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LETTER XXIII. 

Voyage to ^ebec down the St. Lawrence.'~A 
Bateau preferable to a Keel Boat. — Town .of 
Sorelle. — Ship-building there. — Defcription 
of Lake St. Pierre. — Balifcon. — Charming 
Scenery along the Banks of St. Lawrence. — 
In what reffeSls it differs from the Scenery 
along <aty other River in America. — Canadian 
Houfes. — Sketch of the CharaBler and man^ 
tiers of the lower Clajes of Canadians, — Their 
Superfiition. — Anecdoti. — St. Augujlin Col- 
voire. — Arrive at i 



QaebeCf Auguft. 

TTTE remained in Montreal until the firft 
' " day of Auguft» when wc fet off in a ba- 
teau for Quebec, about one hundred and iixty 
miles lower down the St. Lawrence. A bateau 
is a particular kind of boat, very generally ufed 
upon the large rivers and lakes in Canada.. 
The bottom of it is perfedtly fiat, and each end 
is built very fliarp, and exaftly alike. The 
fides are about four feet high, and for the con- 
venience of the rowers, four or five benches are 
laid acrofs, fometimes more, according to the 
length of the bateau. It is a very heavy awk- 
ward fort of veHel, either for rowing or filing, 

but 
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h\it it is prefeired to a boat with a keel for two 
very obvious reafonsj firft, becaufe it draws 
lefswater^at the fame time that it carries alarger 
burthen ; and fecondly, becaufe it is much 
£iScr on lakes or wide rivers, where ftorms are 
frequent: a proof of this came under our ob- 
iervation the day of our leaving Montreal. We 
had reached a wide part of the river, and were 
fciling along with a favourable wind, wheo 
fiiddenly the horizon grew very dark» and a 

' dreadful florin arofe> accompanied with loud 
peals of thunder and torrents of rain. Before 
the fail could be taken in, theropes which held 
it \vere fnappcd in pieces, and the waves began 
to dafh over the fides of the bateau, though 
the water had been quite fmooth five minutes 
Ivefore. It was impcfiible now to countera*^: 
tile force of the wind with oars, and the bateau 
was confequcntly driven on flipre, but the bot- 
tom of it being quite flat, it was carried 
finootbly upon the beach without fuftaining 
any injury, and the men leaping out drew it 
up on dry land, where we remained out of all 

'danger till the florm was over. A. keel boat, 
however, of the fame fize, could not have ap- 
proached nearer to the fhore than thirty feet, 
and there it would have fluck faft in the fand, 
and probably have been filled with water. From 
being fitted up as it wasi our bateau proved 
to be a, very pleafant conveyance t it was one of 
a large 
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a large fize, and over the wideft part of it aa 
oilcloth awning was thrown, fupported by 
boops fimilar to the roof of a waggon : thus a 
-moft excellent cabin was formed, large enough 
to contain half a dozen chairs and a table, and 
which, at the fame time that it afforded ilielter 
from rfie inclemency of the weather, was airy, ■ 
and fufficiently open to let us fee all the beau- 
ties cf the profpeift on each ihore to tlic 
greateft advantage. 

It was about eleven o'clock in the morninj 
when we -left Montreal, and at five in- the 
afternoon we reached the town of Sorellc, 
■fifteen leagues diftant. The current is very 
ftrong the whole way between the two places. 
Soreile ftands at the mouth of the river of the 
fame name, which runs from Lake Champlaia 
■into theSt.Lawrence. It w;'S laidout about the 
year 1787, and on an extenfive plan, with very 
wide ftreets anda large fquare, but at prefcnt 
it contains only one hundred houfes, are all 
very indifferent, and ftanding widely afunder. 
This is the only town on the St. Lawrence, 
between Montreal and Quebec, wherein Eng- 
ii{h is the predominant language. The inha- 
bitants confift principally of ioyalifts from the 
United States, who took refuge in Canada. 
The chief bulinefs carried on here is that of 
fliip-building; there are feveral veffels annually 
launched from fifty to two hundred tons' bur- 
then J 
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then i thefe are floated down to Quebec, and 
there rigged. Ship-building is not carried on 
to fo much advantage In Canada as might be 
. imagined, all the bolts and other articles of 
iron, the blocks, and the cordage, being im- 
ported; Co that what is gained by having ex- 
cellent timber on the fpot is loft in bringing 
over thefe different articles, which are fo 
bulky, from Europe. The river of SoreUe is 
deep at the mouth, and affords good Hielter for 
ihips from the ice, at the breaking up of win- 
ter : it is not navigable for beyond the town, 
even in boats, on account of the rapids. 

The next morning we left Sorelle, beyond 
which place the St. Lawrence expands to a 
great breadth. Here it abounds with fmall 
iflands, iituated fo clofely to each other, that 
it is impoHible to think without aftonifhment 
of large vefiels, like thofe that go to Montreal, 
paffing between them : the channel through 
them is very intficate. This wide part of 
the river is called Lac St. Pierre; the greateft 
breadth of it is about four leagues and a half, 
and its length from the iflands at the head of 
the lake downwards about eight leaguci. 
From hence to Quebec the river is in no place 
more than two miles acrofsj and in fome parts 
it narrows to the breadth of three quarters of 
a mile. The tide ebbs and flows in the river 
within a few leagues of Lac St* Pierre j the 
great 
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great cxpanfion of the water at the lakff, and 
the ftrong current which fets out from it, pre- 
vents its a<Sian higher up. 

From Montreal as far as the town of Trois 
Rivieres, which ftands about four leagues 
below Lac Si. Pierre, the fliores on each fide 
of the St. Lawrence arc very flat; the fend 
then begins to rife, and on the fouth-eail fide 
it continues lofty the whole way down to 
Quebec. On the oppofite fide, however, be- 
low Trois Rivieres, the banks vary confider- 
ably ; in fomc places they are high, in others 
very low, until you approach within a few 
leagues of Quebec, when they afiiime a bold 
and grand appearance on each fide. The fce- 
ncry along various parts of the river is very 
fine : it is impoflibic, indeed, but that there 
tnuft be a variety of pleafing views along a 
noble river like the St. Lawrence, winding for 
■ hundreds of miles through a rich country, di- 
verfified with rifing grounds, woodlands, and 
cultivated plains. What particularly attraifts 
the attention, however, in going down this 
river, is, the beautiful difpofition of the towns 
and villages on its banks. Nearly all the fet- 
tlcments in Lower Canada are fittiated clofe 
upon the borders of the rivers, and from this 
circumftance the fcenery along the St. Law- 
rence and others differs materially from that 
along the rivers in the United States. The 
bank* 
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banks of the Hudfon river, which arc more 
cultivated than thofe of any of the other large 
rivers there, are wild and defolate in compa- 
rifon with thofe of the St. Lawrence. For 
fcveral leagues below Montreal the houfcs 
fland fo clofcly together, that it appears as 
if it were but one village, which extended 
the whole way. All the houfes have a re- 
markably neat appearance at a diibnce ; and 
in each village, though it be ever fo fmall, 
there is a church. The churches are kept in 
the neatcfl: repair, and mod of them have 
fpires, covered, according to the cuftom of 
the country, with tin, that, from being pat 
on in a particular manner, never becomes 
rufty *. It is pleafing beyond defcription to 
behold one of thefe villages opening to the 
view, as you fail round a point of land covered 
with trees, the houfes in it overhanging the 
river, and the fpires of the churches fparkling 
through the groves with which they are en- 
circled, before tlie rays of the fettingfun. 

There is fcarccly any part of the river, 
where you pafs along, for more than a league, 
without feeing a village and church. 

The fccond night of our voyage we landed 

• 1 he f^]uare pbtes of tin are naJicd on diaRonaUy. and ihe 
<o prevent any ooia.re from gcitinj to ihea. 

at 
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ftt tlid village of Batlfcon; It ftaiidis on the- 
north-weft fide of the river, about eighty 
miles below Montreal; Here die> ihore is 
very ilat and marlfay, and for a confiderable 
diftance from it the water is ib iblUow wheft 
the tidfc is out, that a- bateau even, cannot at 
(hat time come within One hundted yards of, 
thejdiy geound. Lowttr down ^ ^iver the 
ihcve js; in fconepkcos extremely rocky. 

The firft: habitaticm we came to-at Batycoti 
was a fannhoufe, where we. readily gat ac^ 
conunodadon for- the night. The peopis 
wei« extremely civil, ami did all in their poVtti 
tp ierve vm. A ibiall table was quickly iel 
eur^ covered, with a neat white table clothy 
and bread, milk; eggs, and butter, the beft 
&re which die houfe afforded, were brought 
to tiSi Thefe things may always be had ifi 
abundance at every ^r-m houfe ; butitisnot 
^ten that you can precbre rnea^ of any fort ; 
in g(»Ag thtough Canada, therefore, it.i^ 
caftomary for traveOers to cai^ a proviiion 
baflc^ with thenw -The hollies in Lower 
Cana^st afe in general well ftirnifhed wit& 
beds, all in the F^enih ftyle, very large, and 
t^ifed four or five fe^high, with a paillallej 
a mattrafs, and a feathei* bed. 

The houfcs for the moft part are built of 
togs j but they are. much more compa^ and 
better built than ^ofe in the United States j 

Vol. I, Z the 
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the lo^ ^e. jpade ter-jSi; alOre clofiily toge- 
thef, and.inftead of-.bcihg left rough and un- 
even ofr ri»* ©utfide, ane.p^Iahcdajld; white 
wafligd.;.: •At::the.infide. .alfo the walls are 
genefaliy'lined- withTdcal bdards» whereas in 
the yflitp(jt:,Stiitcs .tb'e^ jMiBtpon logrhoufes 
are left-ae-r&ugh withiias-.theyi flretiwathQut. 
Ope- eifcufljftaace, ihow^er, rcB^RSrb^e 
CanacJian,, houses very dii^eeable,-.iand ctbat. 
is.tfaie.. iji^ttoption of the; inhabitants -^lair 
them'ioqcafi.OaaUy by opening.the. wim£6wsi in 
confequenct' of which they hav.c--a.. clofo 
heavy frijeli : within doors.' As we-itDftyetfcd 
by. land ftoiii' Quebet tolMoiitifcal, .we iiarcely 
t^fefyed'tfcD hpufes Jthn: whdle way with .the 
windows 9i»o.' hoftMfithft^idipg thajB the- wear 
ther waf v«y/ vyacfiv 7 Jfl:>»i' aifc tbf,.j)eople 
y/Y^, the^y.'dop'x Jet ^.-Httk^fefah air itito, tfceir 
, hovifes>, thoir cOfliftwit ;8diwcc .ijB, . as jj: i6\t<jL'aU 
queftions pf a fimilar tendency, " Cfe a'-tsft 
" pas la maaicre dea habitaris''-r-It is;rtM~th©' 
cuftom.ofth^, people ofihcecaintiyv-.... . .: 

■ Some of the Jowe* : claljfes. of the Freftch 
Canadiani have all this gaiety and. v)va<:ity of 
the peopk of. France;. they' dapce,. Jltey^ng, 
andfeem deifermined6ot.<ogive waytocarej 
others, to appearance, haye :a great: deal of 
that Aillennefs and bluntnefs in their jnafiOers 
charafteriftic of the people of the .Uivited 
States ; vanity, however, is the afcendantfear 

ture 
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ture in the character of all of them, and by 
Vrorking upon that you may make them do 
what you pleafe. Few of the, men can read 
or write ; the little learning there is amongft 
the inhabitants is confined to the women : 
a. Canadian nevet mak.es a bargain^ or takes 
any ilep of importance, without .confulUng 
his wife* whofc opinion is generally -abided 
by4 . Both men and women are funk in igno- 
rance &nd l'uperftttion> atid blindly devMed to 
their. pricAs. The following anecdote may 
fervc to Ihew how much they arc fo. 

On the evening before we reached Quebecv 
we flopped at the. village of &U Augnftin Cal- 
vaire, and after havjpg polled about for fome 
time, returned to the farm-houfc !where we 
had taken up our quarters for. the nighti The 
people had cooked &ine fifb, that hstd ' been 
jufl c^ght^ while we had been walking 
about^ and every thing being ready on our re- 
turn, we fat down to fupper by the light of 
a lamp* which was fufpended from the ceil- 
ing. The glimmering light, however^ that 
it aSord^d, Icarcely enabled us to fee what 
was on the table j we complained of it to the 
man of the houfe, and the lamp was in con- 
fequcnce trimmed; it was replcnifhed with 
oil} taken down and fet on the table; flill 
tfie light was very bad* " Sacre Dieu!" ex- 
claimed be, *' but you Ihall not eat your fifh 
Z a "in 
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•• in the darkj" fo faying, he ftepped afidc to 
a fmall cupboard, took out a candle, and hzv*- 
' ing lighted it, placed it faelide tis. All was 
now going on well, when the wife, who had 
been abfent for a few minutes, fuddenly re^ 
turning, poured ibrth a volley of the nooft 
terrible execrations againft her poor boiband 
ibr having prefumed to have a^d as he had 
don?. Unable to anfwer a linglie word, the 
fellow Aood aghaCt, ignorant of what he had , 
i^ne to offend her; wc werfr quite at a lofs 
alfo to know what could' have given rife to 
fuch a fudden ftorm; thp wife, however, 
fnatching up the candle and b^ly extin- 
guiihing it, addrelTed u5 in a plaintive tone of 
voice, and explained the whole zSiak, It was 
the holy candle—*" La chandelle benite,*' 
which her giddy hufband bad fet-on theteble j 
iX. had been confecrated at a neighbeur-ing. 
church, and luppofing there ihould be a teni-* 
pell at any time, wi^ thunder and lightning 
ever fo terrible, yet if the candle were but 
kept burning while it lafted« the houfe, liie 
barn, and every thing elfe belonging to it, 
were to be fecured from all danger. If any of 
the ^rnily happened to be lick, the candle was 
to be lighted, and they were inftantly to re- 
cover. It had been given to her that morn- 
ing by the prieft of the village, with an aflur- 
ancc that it pofle^d the miraculous power of 
preferving 
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preserving the family from harm> and flie was 
ponfidenC that what be told her was true. — 
To have contradi^ed the poor women would 
have been ufeleft j for the falce of our ears, 
however, we endeavoured to paciiy her, and 
fhat being accompUibed, we iat down to fup- 
per, and e'en made the moft of our filh in the 
dark. 

The village of St. AugufUn Calvaire is 
about five leagues from Quebec^ at which laft 
place we arrived early on the next morning, 
the fourth of our voyage. When the wind 
js fkUf and the tide ^vouraUe alfb, it does not 
fake more than two day$ to go &om Montreal 
Jo Qiiebcc, 



LETTER XXIV. 

Situation rf the City of ^bec. — Divided in^ 
Upper and Lover Town. — Defcriftion of 
focb. — Great Strength of the Upper Town. 
<~~Soitte Oifervatims on tie Capture of§^- 
bec fytbe Eng/ijb Army under General Wi^e. 
'—Ohferoathns on Mantgomery's and Ar- 
nold's Attack ihtring the American War.-^ 
Cenfus of Inhabitants of Quebec. — The Cbe~ 
teaut the Refidence of the Governor. — 
Monafiery of the Rec<dlets,~~College of the 
Jejmts.'—Qne Jefmt remaining of great Age. 
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-^His great Wealth.— Ris CbaraBer.— 
~ Nunneries. — Engineer's Drawing Room.^~ 
State Houfe . — jirmoury.— Barracks.— Mar^ 
ket-place.-^Dogs ufed in Carts. — Grtmdeur 
tftbe ProfpeSis from Parts of tie Upper 
Town. — Charming Scenery of the Environs. 
'—Defcription of Montmorenci Water Pq^U 
—Of La Chaudiere Water Fall, 

QuebeC) Angufl. 

'T^HE city of Quebec is fituated on a very 
lofty point of land, on the north-weft 
fide of the River St. Lawrence. Nearly facing 
it, on the oppofite fliore, there is another point, 
and between the two the riyer is contrafted to 
the breadth of three quarters of a mile, but 
after palling through this Arait it expands to 
the breadth of five or fix miles, taking a great 
fweep behind that .point whereon Quebec 
ftands. The city derives its name from the 
word Quebec or Quebeio, which fignifles in 
the Algonquin tongue, a fudden contratlllion 
of a river. The wide part of the river, im- 
mediately before the town, is called The 
Bafon i and it is fufHciently deep and fpacious 
to float upwards of one hundred fail of the 
line. , 

Quebec is - divided into tvvo parts ; the 

upper town, fituate4 on a rock of limeftone, 

OQ the top of the point; and the lower town, 

built 
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built round the bottbm of the poiiit,' clofe 
to the water. The rock whereon the upper 
toyvn ftands^ in fonic places towards the w-ater 
rifes nearly perpendicularly, fo as to be totally 
inacceffible; in other places it is not fo fteep 
but that there is a communication between 
the two towns, by means of ftreets winding 
up the fide of it, though even here the^fceat 
is fo great, that there are long flights of ftafrs 
atone fide of the ftrects for the accommo'da^ 
tion of foot pafi*engers. 

The lower town lies very much cxpofed to 
an enemy, being defended merely by a fmall 
battery towards the bafon, which at the lime 
of high tides i_s nearly on a level with thp 
water, and by barriers towards the river, in 
which guns may be planted when there is any 
.danger of an attack. 

The upper town, however, is a place of 
immenfe ftrength. Towards the water it is (p 
ftrongly guarded by nature, that it is found 
unneceflary to have more than very flight 
walls J and in fomc particular places, where 
the rock is inacceffible, are no walls at all. 
There are feveral redoubts and batteries how- 
ever here. T|ie principal battery, which 
points towards the bafoii, confifts of twenty- 
two twenty-four pounders, two French 
thirty-fix pounders, and two large iron mor- 
tars; this battery is flanked by another of fix 
Z 4 guns, 

C,.;,l,ZDdbyC00g[e 



J44 TRAVEI,S THROUGH LOWER CANADA: 

gunSt that conuna^ds the paf!es froia tbe 
lower town. 

On the land fide, the town owes its ftrength 
iblely to the hand of irt, and here the forti- 
fications are ihipendous, CooTiderabk addi- 
tions and Hnprovements have been made tQ 
them iince the place has been in the pofleffion 
t>f Great Britain i but even at the time when 
it belonged to France^ the vrorks were fo 
lirong, that had it not been for the condu<ft of 
M. de Montcalm, the French general, it is 
almoft doubtful whether the genius of the im- 
mortal Wolfe himfelf would not have been 
baffled in attempting to reduce it. 

Had M. de Montcalm, when the iirft in-t 
telligence of the Britiih army's having afcend- 
cd the Heights of Abraham was carried to 
him, inf^ead of difbelieving the account, and 
laughing at it as a thing impoflible, marched 
immediately to the attack, without giving 
General Wolfe time to form his men j or had 
he, when the account was confirmed of the 
enemy's procedure, and of dieir having formed 
pn the plain, waited for a large divilion of his 
troops, whofe ftationwas below the town, ami 
who might have joined him in two hours, 
inftead of marching out to give General 
Wolfe battle with the troops he had with 
him at the time, the fate of the day might 
have turned out very diderently ; or had he. 
• inftead 
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iitftcad of hazarding a battle at all, retired 
within the walls of the pity and defended, it, 
the place was fo ftrong that there is reafon to ' 
think it might have held out until the ap- 
proach of winter, when the Britifti £hips muft 
have quitted the river, and General Wolfe 
would confcquently have been under the ncf ' 
cciEty of raifing the fiege. 

General Wolfe thought it a vain attempt to 
^nake an alTault on the fid^ of the town 
%^ich lies towards the water, where the rock 
is fo fteep, and fo eafily defended ; his objeifi: 
was to get behind it, and to carry on the at- 
tack on the land i]de,~ where there is an ex- 
tenfive plain adjoining the town, and not a 
great deal lower than the higheft; part of the 
point. In order to do fo, he firft of all at- 
tempted to land his troops fome miles below 
the town, near the Falls, of Mentmorenci. 
Here the banks of the riVer are by no means 
fo difficult of afcent as above the town } but 
they were defended by a large divifion of 
the French forces, which had thrown up 
feveral ftrong redoubts, and, in attempting to 
land, Wolfe was repulfed with lofs. 

Above Quebec, the banks of the river are 
extremely high, and fo fteep at the fame time, 
that by the French they were deemed inaccef- 
fible. Foiled,, however, in his firft attempt 
to get on Ihore, General Wolfe formed the 

bold 
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bold dcfign of afcehding to the top of theie 
banks, commcmly called the Heights of Abfa- 
ham. To prepare the way for it, tpoffeifion 
was taken of Point Levi, the point- fituated 
oppofite to that on which Quebec iUnds, an4 
from tl>ence a heavy bombardment wa« coro- 
mciiced oh the town, in grder to deceive tbfe 
enemy. ' In the mean time boats were .pFe- 
paredj the troops embarkedj they paflbd the 
town with muffled oare, m the night,- ant^ 
ferved, &nd landed at a cove^ about two milM 
above. The foldiers clanibereasip the heights 
with great difficulty, and tW^guns' wcifc 
hauled up by means of -ropes and pulli»a fixed! 
round the trees, with which the tanks ai* 
covered from top to bottom. At thc^topthp 
plain commences, and extends clofe under thp 
walls of the city : here it was. that the memo- 
rable battle was fought, in which General. 
Wolfe unhappily periQied, at the viery moc 
mcnt when all his noble exertions were about 
to be crowned with that fuccefs which they 

•fo eminently deferved. The fpot whece the 
illuArious hero breathed his lail is marked 
with a large AOne, on wbich a true meridional 

"line is'drawn. 

Notwithftanding that the great Wolfe 
found it fuch a very difficult tafk to get pof*- 

■.feffion of Quebec, and that it has been ren- 
dered lb much ftronger fince his time, yet 

the 
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GENERAL ARNOLD. 347 

the people of the United States confidently 
imagine, at this day, that if there were a rup- 
ture with Great Britain, they need only fend 
an army thither, and the place muft fell into 
their hands immediately. Arnold, after his 
return from the expedition againft the place, 
under Montgomery, in the year 1775, ufed 
frequently to declare, that if he had not Been 
wounded he fliould certainty have carried it. 
But however that expedition may be admired 
for its great boldnefs, it was, in reality, far 
from being fo nearly attended with fuccefs as 
the vanity of Arnold has led his countrymen 
to imagine. 

All thoughts of taking the city by a regular 
fiege were abandoned by, the Americans, 
when they came before itj it was only by 
attempting to ftorm it at an unexpected hour 
that they faw any probability of wrefting it 
from the Britifh. The night of the thirty- 
firft of December was accordingly fixed upon, 
and the city was attacked at the fame moment 
in three places. But although the garriibn 
were completely furprifed, and the greater 
part of the rampart guns had been difmounted, 
and laid up for the winter, during which fca- 
fon it was thought impoflible for an army to 
make an attack fo vigorous that cannon 
would be wanting to repel it, yet the Ameri- 
jcans were at once baffled in their attempt. 
Arnold, 
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Arnold, in endeavouring to force St. John's 
Gate, which leads out on the bzck part of 
the town, not far from the plains of Abraham, 
was wounded, and reptilied with great lofs. 
MoDtgpmery furprifed the guatd of die fiift 
liarrier,, at pne end (if the lower town, aod, 
pafled it^ bi|t at ihe iecond h^ was Oiot, and 
his men were driven back, The third di- 
yifion of the AiQCricans entered the lower 
town in another quarter, -which, as I have be- 
fore faid, lies very much expoied, by ipaS- 
fing over the ice : they ronaioed there f«^ a 
day or two, and during that time they fet fire 
to feme buildings> amongfl which was one of 
- the religious houles j but they were finally 
dillodged without much cjifficulty. The two 
diviiions under Montgomery and Am^d were 
repulfed with a mere handful o£ men : ibo 
different detachments, fent down from the 
upper town againft tiffi former, did not alto-^ 
gether amount^ it i$ faid, to two hundred men. 
Arnold's attack was the maddeft pebble ^ 
for St. John's G^te, and the walls adjoining, 
arc ftupetidous, and a pcrfi^n need but fee 
them to be c(»ivinced that any attempt tf> 
ftorm tliem mufi be fruitlefs without the aid 
of heavy artillery, which the Americans had 
not. 

- Independent of what it ow^ to it) fortiH- 

catioQS, and fuuation on the top of a rock, 

Quebec 
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X^bec is indebted for muc|i of Us Arcngth 
xo the fcverity and great length of the win- 
ter, as in that feafon it is wholly unprai^* 
cable for a befic^ng army either to carry oa 
any works wblockade ^e town. 

. It requiies about five ^u&nd (bldiers to 
maa the works at Quebec completely. J\ 
large garrilbn is always kept in it, and abun- 
dance <rf' ftores of every de&ription. The 
troops are lodged partly in barracks, and 
jpartly in block houfes near Cape Diamond, 
which is the raoH elevated part of the pmnt, 
and is redumed to be upwards of oije tboufand 
fcet above the level of the river. The Cape 
is ftrongjy fi»'tified, and maj: be conlldcred as 
thoatadd of C^ebec; it commands the towa 
■a eveiy diredton, and alfo the plains at the 
outfide of the wfdis. The evening and morn- 
ing guns, and all falutes and finals, are fired 
from hence. Notwithftandingthegrcatbeight 
of the rock above the river, water may readily 
be had even at the very top of it, by- finking 
wells of a mode^te depth; and in fome par- 
ticular phces, at the fides of the rock, itgufhes 
out m large ftreams. The water is of a ver^ 
good quality. 

No ccnfus has bcenktely taken of the num- 
ber of houles and inhabitants in Quebec; but 
it is fuppofed that, includmg the upper and 
lower towns and fuburbs, diere are at leaft 
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4io TRAVELS THROUGH LOWER CANADA; 
two thouland dwelUngs; at die rate of fit 
therefore to each houfe^ the number of in- 
habitants would amount to twelve thoufand. 
About two thirds of th«. inhabitants are of 
French extraiUon. . The focictyin Quebec is 
agreeable, and very extcnfive for a place of the 
Hze, owing to its being the capital of the 
lower province, and therefore the rcfidcnce 
of the governor, different civil officers, princi- 
pal lawyers, &c. &c. The large garrifoa 
cooftantly kept in it makes the place appear 
very gay and lively. 

Tlie lower town of Quebec is moftly in- 
habited by the trajders wlio arc concerned with 
the ihipping, and it is a veiy difagreeable pkce< 
The flreets are narrow and dirty, aod owing to 
the great height of the hcufes in mqft of them, 
the air is much confined ; in the llreets next to 
the water alfo, there is oftentinies- an intoler- 
able flench from the ihore when the tide is 
out. The upper town; on the contrary, is.cs-' 
tremely agreeable; frcyn its elevated fituation 
the air is as pure as poGlble, and the inhabi- 
tants arc never oppreflod with heatin fummerj 
it is far, however, from being well laid out, the 
ftreets being narrow and very irregular. The 
houfes are for the njoft part built t^.iloric, an<f 
except a few, ereilcd of late years, fmall, ugly^ 
and inconvenient. 

Thff 
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The chateau, wherejittbe governor rdides, 
is a 4>iiiin building of coniroon ftone, fituated 
ia.^n open place> the hou&s round whichi rfbrtn 
throe fides-of anobloag fquare. Itconfiftaof 
two- parts. Theoldand.thenewarefeparatcd. 
from -oath otbw by -a fpacious eouct. . The 
former ilan'dsjufl: onthevei^eof an inacceifible 
part of the 'reck; behind 'it; on the-outfide» 
theceia-a-liMg-galleryt from whence, if a peb- 
ble were let drofl, it would fall at Icaft fixty feet 
pecpendioulaily/ This <^d>part is chiefly taken 
up With ibe: public officQS* ahd all the apart- 
ments ifiit.-ace fniaS ahd ill contrived; but in 
the new^ari, which {Uiids.iafront of the other,' 
feeing the-fqotu£. they arefpacious, and toler- 
ably well finiiCh^, but 'none* of them can be 
called elegafit: This part is inhabited by the 
governor's femlly. The chateau is built" with 
put any regulari^of delign, ncitlier the old 
nor the newparthavingevenan uniform front. 
{tiisnoLa place fifltrength, as commonly re- 
preieiited. r'Jh the garden ;uljoining to it is 
merely a parapei vvall along the edge of the 
rock, with embrafures, in which a few fmall 
guns- arc planted, commanding a part of the 
lower town. -.Every evening during fummer, 
when the weather is fine, one of the regiments 
of the garrifoii parades in the open place before 
the chateau, and the band plays for an hour or 
two, at which time the place becomes the re- 
fort 
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fort of nu&iber^ of the moll genteel pcoplo of 
the town, slnd has a nrf gay af^>earance. 

Oppofite to the chateau there is a moaaitery 
belonging to thcRccoUets or Francifcan friarsj 
a vety few only of the order are DOW left. Con- 
tiguous to this building is the college belong* 
ing to the Jefuits, vihoGi numbers have dJini-^ 
oiihed even fHll &fler than that of the Recol- 
lets ; one old man alone of the brotherhood i» 
left, and in him are centered the immenfi: pof- 
iefiions of that once powediil body in Cauula^ 
bringing in a yearly cevenuc of £. 1 0,000 Aer- 
ling. . This old man, whofe lot it has been tor 
QUtlive all the reil: of the order, is by Iwth a 
S viis : in his youth he was no mote than a por- 
ter to the college^ but having Ibme mnrit be 
was taken notice of> promoted to a lugher 
lituation, and in the end created a lay brother. 
Though averyold^an he isextrcmely healthy} 
he-poifelTes an amiable difpofitioD^and is much 
beloved on account of the excelteat uie ha 
makes of his large fortune, which is chiefly 
employed in charitable purpofes. On his dc^ 
the property falls to tlie crown. 

The nunneries are three in numb^f-," and a4 
there is no reftriftion upon the female religious 
orders, they are all well filled. The largeft of 
them, called L'Hofpital General^ ilands in thtf 
fuburbs, outfide of the walls; another, of the 
order of St. Urfule, is not for diftant from the 
chateau. 

The 
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The engineer's drawing room, in which are 
kept a varie^ of models, together with plans 
of the fortifications of Quebec and other for- 
treiles in Canada, is an old building, near the 
princip^ battery. Adjoining thereto flands the 
houfe where the legiflative council and aflem- 
bly of reprefcntatives meet, which is alfo an 
old building, that has been plainly fitted up to 
accommodate the legillature. - ■ 

The armoury is fituated near the artillery 
barrack, in another part of the town. About 
ten thoufand Aand of arms are kept in it, ar- 
ranged in a fimilar manner with the arms in 
the Tower of London, but, if pofiible, with 
greater neatnefs and more fancy. 

The artillery barracks are capable of con- 
taining about five hundred men, but the prin- 
cipal barracks are calculated to contain a much ' 
larger number j they Aand in the market 
place, not far diifcint from the fquare in which 
the chateau is lituated, but more in the heart 
of the town. 

The market of Quebec is extremely well 
fupplied with provifions every kind, which may 
be purchafed at a much more moderate price 
than in any town I vifitcd in the United States. 
It is a matter of curioiity to a ilrangcr to fee 
the number of dogs yoked in little carts, that . 
are brought into this market by the people who 
attend it. The Canadian dogs are found ex- 

VoL, I. A a tremcly 
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tremely ufcful in drawing burthens, and there 
is fcarcely a family in Quebec or Montreal, 
that does not keep one or more of them for 
that purpofe. They are fomewhat limilar to 
the Newfoundland breed, but broader acrofs 
the loins, and bave fliorter.and thicker legs; 
in general they are handibme, and wonderfully 
docile and fagacious; their ftrfcngth is prodi- 
gious i I have fcen a fingle dc^, in more than 
one infhnce, draw a man for a confiderable 
diilance tbat could not weigh lefs than ten 
ftone. People, during the winter feafon, fre- 
quently perform long Journeys on the fnow 
with half a dozen or more of thele animals 
yoked in a cariule or fledge. 
- I muft not conclude this letter withoutmak- 
ing mention of the fcenery that is exhibited ta 
the view, from various parts of the upper town 
of Quebec, which, for its grandeur, its beauty, 
and its diverfiiy, furpaffes all that I have hi- 
therto feen in America, or indeed in any other 
part of'the globe. . In the variegated expanfe 
that is laid open before you, flupendou^ rocks, 
immenfe rivers, tracklefsforefts and cultivated 
plains^ mountains, lakes, towns, and villages, 
in turn ftrike the attention, and the fenfcs are 
almoft bewildered in contemplating the vaft- 
Dei's of the fcenc. Nature is here feen on the 
grandeft fcale; and it is fcarcely pofiible for the 
imagination to paint to itfelf any thing more 
ft^lime 
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fdbllme than are the feveral profpcfts prefented 
to the fight of the delighted fpeftator. From 
Cape Diamond, fituated one thoufand feet 
above the level of the river, and the loftieft part 
of the rock on which the city is built, the prof- 
ped is confidered by many as fuperior to that 
from any other fpot. A greater extent of 
country opens upon you, and the eye is here 
'enabled to take in more at once, than at any 
other place ; but to me it appeats, that the view 
from the cape is by no means fo fine as- that, 
for inftancc, fcom the battery ; for in furveying 
the diiFerent objefts below you from fuch a 
ihipendous height, their magnitude is in a 
great meafure loft, and it feems as if you were 
looking at a draft of the country more than at . 
the country itfelf. It is the upper battery that 
I allude to, facing the bafon, and is about three 
hundred feet above the level of the water. 
Here,ifyouftandbutafcw yards from the edge 
of the precipice, you may look down at once 
upon the river, the veflcls upon which, as they 
fail up to the wharfs brfore the lower town, " 
appear as if they were coming under your very 
feet. The river itfelf, which is between five 
and .fix miles wide, and vlfible as . ^ as the 
diftant end of the iJland of Orleans, where it 
lofes itfelf amidft the mountains that bound 
it on each fide, is one of the moft beautiful 
objects in nature, and on a fine ftill fummer'a 
A a 2 evening 
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evcnmg it often wears'the appearance of a vaft 
mirror, where, the varied rich tints of the fky, 
as well as the images of the different objefls oa 
the banks, are feen reflected with inconceivable 
luftre. The fouthern bank of the river, in- 
dented fencifully with bays and promontories, 
remains nearly in a ilate of nature, cloathed 
with lofty treesj but the oppofite fliore is 
thickly covered with houfes, extending as 
along other parts of the river already men- 
tioned, in one uninterrupted village, feemingly, 
as far as the eye can reach. On this Jlde the 
profpeft is terminated by an extenfive range c^ 
mountains, the flat lands iituated between and 
the villages on the banks not being vifible to 
a fpeftator at Quebec, it feems as if the moun- 
tains rofe directly out of the water, and the 
houfes were built on their fteep ind rugged 
fides. 

Beautiful as the environs of the city appear 
when feen at a diHiancc, they do not appear 
lefs fo on a more clofe infpedtion; and in paf- 
fmg through them the eye is entertained with 
. a moft pleafing variety of fine landfcapes.whilft 
the mind is equally gratified with the appear- 
ance of coatent and happbefs that reigns ia 
the countenances of the inhabitants. Indeed, 
if a country as fruitful as it is pidtureique, a 
genial and healthy climate, and a tolerable 
iharc of civil and religious liberty, can make 
people 
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people happ)'> none ought to appear more Co 
than the Canadians, during this delightful Tea- 
fon of' the year. 

Before I difmife this fubjeft entirely, I muft 
give you a brief account of two fcenes in the 
ricinity of -Quebec, more particuWrJy deferv- 
in^of-attention than' any others. The one i? 
die Fall- of the River Montmorencij the 
other, .that bf the Chaudlere. The former 
ftream runs into the St. Lawrence, about feven 
miles below Quebecj the latter joins the fame 
riv«r nearly at an. equal diflance above the 
city. 

The Montmorenci River runs in a very ir- 
regular courfc, through a wild and thickly 
wooded country, over a bed of broken rocks, 
t^l it comes to the brink of a precipice, down 
which it defcends in one uninterrupted and 
nearly perpendicular fidl of two hundred and 
forty feet. The ftream of water in this river, 
exc^ at the time of floods, is but fcanty, but 
being broken into foam by rufliing with fuch 
rapidity as it does over the rocks at the top of 
the pretipkre; it is thereby much dilated, and 
inits.&ll appears to be a fheet of water of no 
inconliderable magnitude. , The breadth of the 
mvcr.at top, from bank to bank, is :fbout fifty 
feet only. In its £1!!, the water has the exai^ 
appearance of fnow,as when thrown in heaps 
iirom the roof of a houfe, and it feemingly de-- 
A a 3 fcends 
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icends with a very flow ipotion. The fpcay 
at the bottom is con£dcrable, and when the- fun 
happens to Ihine bright in the middle of the 
day, the prifmatic colours are exhibited in it 
in all their variety and luftre. At the bottcnca 
of the precipice the water is^ .confined in arfort 
of bafon, as it. were, by a mafs of rock',, ex- 
tending nearly acrofs the fa\\, and out' of this 
it Hows with a gentle curi^nt to the St. Law- 
rence, which is about three hundred yards 
diilant. The banks of the Montmorenci> be- 
low the precipice, are nearly perpendicular on 
one fide, and On both inacceffible, fb that if a 
perfon be defirous of getting to the bottom of 
the fall, he muft defcenfl down the banks of 
the St. Lawrence, and walk along the margin 
of that river till he comes to the chafm through 
which the Montmorenci flows. To a pcribn 
filing along the St. Lawrence, paft the mouth, 
of the chafm, the ^11 appears in great beauty. 

General Haldimand, formerly governor of 
Canada, was fo much delighted with this ca- 
taract, that he built a dwelling houie ckife to 
it, from the parlour windows of which it is 
fecn in a very advantageous point of view. Lx 
front of the houle is a ni^t lawn, that runs 
down the whole way to the St. Lawrepcc, and 
in various parts of it little, fummer-houies have 
been created, each of which commands a vievr 
of the JaU. There is aUb a fmnmer-hQulca 
fituatcd 
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iitttated nearly at the top of the iall, hanging 
di^illy over the precipice, Co that if a bullet 
were dropped from the window, it would de- 
scend in a perpendicular line at leafl two hun- 
dred feet. This hoiife is fupported by large 
beams of timber, fixed into the iidcs of the 
chafm, and in order to get to it you have to 
pafs over feveral flights of fteps, and one or two 
wooden galleries, which are fupported in the 
lame oianner. The view from hence is Uft- _ 
mendouily grand. It is faid, that the beams 
whereon, this little edifice is ereded are in a 
ftate of decay, an4 many pcrfons are fearful of 
entering into it, left they ihould give way ; but 
being ignorant of the danger, if indeed there 
was any, our whole party ventured into it at 
once, and ilaid ihere. a confiderable time, not- 
withftanding its tremulous motion at every 
ftcp we trod. That the beams cannot laft for 
ever is certain ; it would be a wife meafure, 
therefore, to have them removed or repaired in 
proper time, for as long as they remain fland- 
ing, perfons will be found that wjU venture 
into the unfteady &brick they fupport, and 
(hould they give way at a moment when any 
pcrfons are in it, the cataftrophe muft inevi- 
tably be fatal. 

The fall in the River Chaudicre is not half 

the height of that of the Montmorenci, but 

then it is no lefs than two hundred and fifty 

A a 4 feet 
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feet inbreadth. The fcenery round dus ca- ' 
tarad is much fuperior In every refpedl to that 
in the neighbourhood of the Montmorenci. 
Contiguous to the latter there are few trees of 
any great magnitude, and nothing is near it to 
rcUeve the eye ; you have the fell, and nought 
but the fall, to contemplate. The banks of 
La Chaudiere, on the contrary, are covered 
with trees of the largell growth, and amidil 
the piles of broken rocks, which lie fcattcred 
about the place, you have Ibme of the wildeft 
and moil romantic views imaginable. As for 
the fall itfelf, its grandeur varies with the fea- 
fon. When the river is full, a body of water 
comes rufliing over the rocks of the pred- 
pice that aitonifties the beholder j but in dry 
-weather, and indeed during the greater part of 
the fummer, we may fay, the quantity of wa- 
ter is but trifling. At this feafon there are 
few but what would prefer the falls of the 
Montmorenci River, and I am tempted to ima- 
gine that, upon the whole, the generality of 
people would give it the preference ai all 
times. 
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LETTER XXV. 

O/" the Conjiitutiony Government, Laws, and 
Religion of the Provinces of Upper and Lower 
' Canada. — EJiimateoftheExpenfesoftbeCivU 
' Lijttof the Military Eftablijbment, and the 
Prefents to the Indians. — Salaries of certain 
Officers of the Crozen. — Imports and Exports, 
'^Taxes. 

Qnebec 

'T?ROM the time that Canada was ceded to 
^ Great Britain until the year 17741 the in- 
tecnala&irs of the province were regulated by 
the ordinance of the governor alone. In pur- 
fuance of the Quebec B\\\, which was thea 
paiTed, a legillative council was appointed by 
his Majcfty. in the country j the number of 
OQcmbers was limited to twenty-three. This 
council had full power to make all fuch ordi- 
nances and regulations as were thought expe- 
dient for the welfare of the province ; but it 
was prohibited from levying any taxes, except 
for the purpofe of tnaking roads, repairing 
public buildings, or the like. Every ordinance 
was to be laid before the governor, for his 
Majefty's approbation, within fix months from 
the time it was pafled, and no ordinance, im- 
pofing a greater puniQunent on any perfon or 
perfons 
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pcrfons- than a fine, or imprifonmcnt for three 
months^ was valid without his Majefty's allent, 
fignificd to the council by the governor. 

Thus were the affairs of the province regu- 
lated until the year 1791, when an ad was 
pafied in the Britifh parliament> repealing fo 
much of the Quebec Bill as related to the ap- 
pointment of a council, and to the powers that 
had been granted to it ; and which eftablifhed 
the prefent form of government. 

The country, at the iame time, was divided 
into two diftind provincesi the province of 
Lower Canada, and the province of Upper 
Canada. The former is the eaftern part of the 
old province of Canada ; the. latter, the weftcrn 
part, iituated on the northern fides of the great 
Jakes and rivers through which the boundary 
line runs that leparates t^e .Britifh territories 
from thofe of the United States. The two 
provinces are divided from each other by a linta 
which runs north, 24.' weft, commencing at 
Point au Baudet, in that part of the river St. 
Lawrence called Lake Francis, and continu- 
ing on from thence to the Utawas or Grand 
River. The city of Quebec is the capital of the 
lower province, as the town pf Niagara is of 
the upper one. 

The executive power in each province is 
veftedin the governor, who has for his advice 
an -executive council appointed by his Ma- 
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jefty. The legiflative power of each province 
is vefted in the governor, a legiflative coun- 
cil, and an aiTembly of the reprefentatives of 
the people. Their afts, however, are fubjea 
to the cotttrcnil of his Majefty, and in fome 
particular cafes to the ccntroul of the Britifh 
parliament. 

Bills are pafled in the council and in the 
ailembly in a form fomewhat limilar to that in 
which biHs are carried through the BritiHi 
houfes of parliament ; they are then laid before 
thft governor, who gives or withholds his afTent, 
or referves them for his Majefty's pleafure. 

Such bills as he a0ents to are put in force 
hnmediately ; but he is bound to tranfmit a 
true copy of them to the King, who In council 
may declare his difallowance of them within 
two years from the time of their being receiv- 
ed, in which cafe they become void. 

Such as are refcrved for his Majefty's aflent 
are not to- he put in force until that is k- . 
ceived. 

Moreoveij every a£t oS the a0embly and 
council, ivhich goes to repeal or vary the laws 
or reguktions that were in exiftence at the 
time the prefent conftitution was eAablifhcd 
in the country refpe£ting tithes ; the appro- 
priation of land for the fiipport of a proteftant 
dlergy } the conitituting and endowing of par* 
^nages or rectories } the right of prefentatioh 

to 
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to the fame, and the manner in which the in- 
cumbents fliall hold them ; the enjoyment and 
exercifcof any form or mode of worfhip; the 
impofmg of any burdens and difqualifications 
on account of the iamc ; the rights of the 
clergy to recover their accuftomed dues; the 
impofing or granting of any farther dues Or 
emoluments to any ecclefiaftics ; the eflablifii- 
ment and difcipline of the church of England j 
the King's prerogative, touching the granting 
of waftc lands of the crown within the pro- 
vince i every fuch z&, before it receives the 
royal alTeot, muft be laid before both houfei 
of parliament in Great Britain, and the King 
muft not give his ailisnt thereto-^ until thir^' 
days after the fame has been laid before par- 
liament; and in cafe either houfe-of parlia* 
ment prefents an addrefs to the King to with- 
hold his alfent to. any fiich a<A oic a<lls, it cannot 
be given. : ■-■- 

. By an a<ft pafledjin.tbe eighteenth; year'of 
his prefcnt Majefly's reign, the British parlia-- 
ment has alfo the power of making.- .any re- 
gulations which may be found expedient, re- 
Ipefting the commerce and navigation of the 
province, and alfo of- impoling import and 
export duties; but all fuch duties are to be 
applied folely to the ufe of the protiiux, and 
in fuch a manner only as the Uws m^de in 

the council and alTembly dire3. 

The 
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The legillattve council of Lower Canada 
confifts of fifteen members j that of Upper 
Canada of.feven. The number of the mem- 
bers in each province mull never be lefs ihia 
this i but it may be Increafed whenever his 
Majefty thinks fit. 

The counfellors are appointed for life, by 
an inftrument under the great leal of the 
province, figncd by the governor, who is in- 
verted with powers for that purpofe by the 
King. No pcrfon can be a counfcUor who 
is not twenty-one years of age, nor any one 
who is ijot ^ natural born fubjcfft, or who has 
not been naturalized according to a<fl of parlia- 
ment. 

Whenever his Majefty thinks proper, he 
may confer on any pcrfons hereditary titles of 
.bonouri witha right annexed to them of being 
fummoned to fit in this council, which right 
the heir may claim at the age of twenty-one j 
the right, however, cannot be acknowledged 
if the heir has been abfent from the prcvjncs 
Without leave of his Majefty, iignified to the 
council by the governor, for four years toge- 
ther, between the time of his fuccccding to 
the right and the time of his demanding it. 
The right is forfeited alfo, if the heir takes an 
oath of allegiance to any foreign povyer be- 
fore he demands it, unlefs hjs Majefty, by 
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an inllrument under the great feal of the 
province, Ihould decree to the contrary. 

If a counfellor, after having taken bis leftC, 
abfent himfclf from the province for two years 
fucceffively, without leave from his Majefty, 
fignified to the council by the governor, his 
icat is alfo thereby vacated. 

All hereditary rights, however, of fitting in 
council, fo forfeited, are only to be fufpended 
during the life of the dcfeulters, and on their 
death they defcend with the titles to the next 
heirs *- 

In cafes of treafon, both the title and right 
of fitting in the council are extinguilhed. 

' All queftions concerning the right of being 
fummoned to the council are to be determined 
by the council ; but an appeal may be had from 
their deciiion to his Majefly in his parliament 
of Great Britain. 

The governor has the power of appointbg 
and removing the fpeaker of the council. 

The affembly of Lower Canada confifts of 
fifty m'cmbers, and that of Upper Canada trf* 
fixteen ; neither affembly is ever to conlift of 
a lefa number. 

The members for diAri£ts, ciscles, or coun* 

• No hereditary titles, with this tight nnexed, ha« y« 
been c^onferred on any perfont in Canada by his Britanmo 
lAaje&y. 

< ties« 
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ties, are chofen by a majority of the votes of 
fuch perfons as are poflefled of lands or tene- 
ments in freehold, in fief, in boture, or by 
certificate derived under the authority of the 
governor and council of Quebec, of the yearly 
value of forty fliillings, clear of all rents, 
charges, &c. The members for towns or 
townfliips are chofen by a. majority of the 
votes of fuch perfons as poflefs houfes and 
lands for their own ufe, of the yearly value 
of five pounds fterling, or as have rcfided in 
the town or townfliip for one year, and paid a 
rent for a houfe during the time, at the rate 
of ten pounds yearly. 

No perfon is eligible to ferve as a member 
of the affembly, who is a member of the legi- 
ilative council, or a minifter, prleft, ecclefi- 
aftic, or religious perfonage of the church of 
England, Rome, or of any other church. 

No perfon is qualified to vote or fervc, who 
is not twenty-one years of age^ nor any per- 
on, not a natural born fubjeft, or who has not 
been naturalized, either by law or conqueft ; 
nor any one who has been attainted of trea- 
fon in any court in his Majefty's dominions, 
or who has been difqualified by an aft of af- 
lembly and council. 

Every voter, if called upon, muft take an 
oath, either in French or Englifh, that he is 
of age i that he is qualified to vote according 

to 
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to law; end that he has not voted before flt 
that ele(5lion. 

The governor has the power of appointing 
the place of feflion, and of calling together, of 
proroguing, and of diflblving the affembly. 

The a'ffcmbly is not to laft longer than four 
years, but it may be diffolved fooncr- The 
governor is bound to call it at leaft once in 
each year. ' 

The oath of a member, on taking his ieat« 
is comprifed in a few words : he promifes to 
bear true allegiance to the King, as lawful 
fovereign of Great Britain, and the province 
of Canada dependant updin it ; to defend hira 
againfl all traitorous confpiracies and attempts 
Sgainil his pcrfon; and to make known to' 
him all fuch confpiracies and attempts, which 
he may at any time be acquainted with ; all 
which he promifes without mental cvaiion, 
fefcrvation, or equivocation, at the fame time 
renouncing all pardons and difpeniations from. 
any perfon or power whatfoever. 

The governors of the two provinces arc 
totally independent of each other in their 
civil capacity : in military aS.irs, the gover- 
nor of the lower province takes precedence, 
an he is ufually created captain general of hia 
Majefty's forces in North America. 
• The prefent fyftem of judicature in each 
province was eilabliihed by the Quebec bill 

of 
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of 1774. By this bill it was enafted, that all 
perfons in the country ftiould be entitled to' 
hold their lands or poffeffions in the fame 
manner as before the conqueft, accor&ig to' 
the laws and ufages then exifting in Canada ; ■ 
and that all controverfies relative to property 
or civil rights /hould alfo be determined by 
the fame laws and ufeges. Theie o^d laws 
and ulages, however^ were not to extend to 
the lands which might thereafter be granted 
by his Britannic Majcfty in free and common 
ibcage : here EngUfti laws were to be in full 
force i fo that the * Englidi inhabitants, who ' 
have fettled for the moft part on new lands, 
are not fubjeift to the controul of theft old' 
French, laws, that were exifting in Canada 
when the country was conquered, exCept a 
difpute concerning property or civil rights 
ihould arifc between any of them and the 
French inhabitants, in w^ich cafe the matter 
is to be determined by the French laws. 
Every friend to civil liberty would wiih to 
fee thefe laws abolilhed, for they weigh very 
unequally in fovour of the rich and of the poor; 
but as long as the French inhabitants remain 
fo wedded as they arc at prefcnt to old cuf- 

* I mud obferve here once Tor all tbac bj Englilh tohtbitanti 
I mean all thofe whoTe native language ia Bnglilh, Id contra- . 
didinflion 10 the Canadiana of French cxtraAion, who nni- 
vcrrally fpuk the French language, and no other. 

Vol. I. B b tomi, 
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tom8> and fo very ignorant, there is litUe hope 
of feeing any alteration of this nature take 
place. At the fame time ttut the French laws 
were fuffered by the Quebec bill to cxift, in 
order to conciliate the affeitions of the French 
inhabitants, who were attached to them, the 
criminal law of England was eilabliihcd 
throughout every part of the country ; ** and 
*' this was one of the happieft circumftances," 
s£ the Abb^ Raynal obierves, ** that Canada 
" could experience;, as deliberate, rational* 
** ■ public trials took place of the impenetrable 
** myfterious tran&Atons of a cruel inquifi- 
" tion } and as a tribunal, that had theretofore 
" been dreadful and fanguinary, was filled 
** with hbmane judges, more difpofed to ac- 
' *' knowledge innocence than to fuppofe cri- 
" minality." 

The governor, the lieutenant governpr, or 
the perfon adminiftering the government, the 
members of the executive council, the chief 
juftices of the province, and ilie judges of the 
court of king's bench, or any five of them» 
form a court of appeal, the judges however 
excepted of that diftridl from whence the 
appeal is made. From the decifion of thi« 
court an appeal may be had in certain cafes 
to the King in council. 

Every religion is tolerated, in the fuUeft 
extent of the word, in both provinces j and 

JIO 
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no difqualifications are impofcd on any per- 
sons on account of their religious opinions.- 
The Roman CathoHc religion is that of a 
great majority of the inhabitants ; and by the 
Quebec bill of 1774* the ecclefiaftics of that 
perfuafion are empowered by law to recover all . 
the dues which, previous to that period, they 
were accuilomed to receive, as well as- tithes, 
that is, from the Roman Catholic inhabitants j 
but they cannot exa£t any dues or tithes from 
Proteftants, or off lands held by t*roteftants, 
although formerly fuch lands might have been 
fubjet^ed to dues and tithes for the fupporC 
of the Roman Catholic church. The dues 
and tithes from off thefe lands are ftill> how- 
ever, to be paid} but they are to be paid to' 
per(bns appointed by the governor, and the 
amount of them is to be referved, in the hands 
of his Majcily's receiver general, for the lup- 
port of the Proteftant clergy actually rcfiding 
in the province. 

By the aft of the year 1791, alfo, it was 
ordained, that the governor thould allot out 
of all lands belonging to the crown, which 
fliould be granted after that period, onc- 
fcventh for the benefit of a Proteftant clergy, 
to be fote)y applicable to their ufe ; and all 
fuch altotments- muft be particularly fpecified 
in every grant of waftc lands, otherwife the 
^rant is v^oid. 

Bb 2 ^iiM 
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With the advice of the executive council, 
the governor is authorized to conftitute or 
ercfk parfonages or rei3x>ries, and to endow 
them out of thcie appropriations, and to pre- 
ient incumbents to them, - ordained according' 
to the rites of the church of England ; which 
incumbents arc to perform the liune duties, 
and to hold their parfboages or roftories in the 
iiune manner as incumbents of the church 
of England do in that.. country. 

The clergy of .the church of England, in 
both provinces, confifts at prefcnt of twelve 
perfons only, including the biftiop of Quebec; 
that of the church of Rome, however, confifts 
ofnolefs than one hundred and twenty-fix; 
viz. a bifhop, who takes his title from Quebec, 
his " coadjuteur ^lu," who is bitliop of Ca- 
nathe, three vicars general, and one hundred 
and fixteen curates and miflionarics, all of 
whom arc refident in the lower province, ex- 
cept five curates and mlffionaries. 

The number of the diffentjng clergy, in both 
provinces, is conOderably fmaller.than that of 
the clergy of the church of England. 

The cxpences of the civil lift in Lower 
Canada are eftimated at £. 20,000 AerHng 
per annum, one half of which is defrayed by 
Great Britain, aiid the remainder by the pro- 
vince, out of the duties paid on the impprta- 
tion of certain articles. The experce of the 
3 civjl 
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civil \i(t in Upper Canada is conliderably lefs; 
perhaps not fo much as a fourth of that of 
the lower province. , 

The military efhibliOiment in both pro- 
vinces, together with the repairs of fortifica;- 
tions, 6cc. are computed to coft Great Britain 
annually £, 100,000 fterling. 

The prefents diftributed amongft the Indi- 
ans, and the falaries paid to the different of- 
ficers in the Indian department, are eftimated 
at j^.ioo,ooo fterling more, annually. 

Amongft the officers in the Indian depart- 
ment are, fuperintendants general, deputy fu- 
perintendants, infpei5tors general, deputy in- . 
fpedlors general, fccretarics, affiftant fccrcta- 
ries, ftorekcepcrs, clerks, agents, interpreters, 
iffuers of provifions, furgcons,gunfmiths, 6cc. 
&c. &c. moft of whom, in the lower province, 
have now finecure places, as there are but few 
Indians in the country ; but in the upper pro- 
vince they have aftive fcrvicc to perform. Of 
the policy of iffuing prefents to fuch a large 
amount amongft the Indians, more will be faid 
in the aftcrpart of this work. 

The following is a ftatement of fome of the 
falaries paid to the officers of government in 
Lower Canada. 

£■ 

Governor general - - - 3,000 

Lieutenant governor - - - 1,500 

B b 3 £xe- 
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£■ 

Executive counfellors, each - - i oo 

Attorney general - - _ ^oo 

Solicitor general - - ^ 200 

Secretary and regifter to the province - 400 
Clerk of the court of appeals, with fire 

wood and ftationary - - 1 20 

Secretary to the governor - - 200 
French fecrctary to the governor, arid 

tranflator to the council - - 200 
Chief juftice of Quebec, who is chief 

juAice of the province - - ■ i,zoo 

Chief juf.jce of Montreal - - 90a 

Chief juftice of Three Rivers - - 300 

Receiver general - - _ 400 

Surveyor general of lands - - 300 

Deputy, and allowance for an oiHce - 150 

Surveyor of woods - _ _ 200 

Grand voycr ot Quebec - - 100 

Grand voycr of Montreal - - xoo 

Grand voyer of Thtoe Rivers - 60 
Superintehdant of provincial port 

houfes - , - _ - 1 00 
Clerk of the terraro of the king's do- 
main - _ - - 90 
Clerk of the crown - - - joo 
Infpedor of police at Quebec - 1 00 
Infpeftor of police at Montreal - 100 
Four miflionaries to Indiana, each - jo 
One milBonaiy to Indians - - 45 
School- 

C,.;,l,ZDdbyC00g[e 



IMPORT DUTIES. 37S 

£■ 

Schoolmafter at Quebec - . - lOo 

Schoolmafter at Montr«al - - 50 
Schoolmailer at Carlille, Bay de Cha- 

leurs - - - - - 25 
Overfcers, to prevent fires at Quebec, 
and to fvveep the chimneys of the 
poor ----- 60 
Salary of the biftiop of Quebec, who 

is bifhop of both provinces - 2,000 

The pen(ions,between January 1 794 and Janu- 
ary 1795, amounted to ^.1,782- 6j-. yj. 



A Statement of the Articles fiibje6t to 
Duty on Importation into Canada, and of 
the Duties payable thereon. 

t.tf. 

Brandy and other fpirits, the manufec- 
ture of Great Britain, per gallon - . 3 

Rum and other fpirits, imported from the 
colonies in the Weft Indies, per 
gallon - - - - - . 6 

Brandy and ipirJts of foreign manuf^t^ure, 
imported from Great Britain, per 
gallon - - - - -10 

Additional duty on the fame, per gallon . 3 

Hum or fpirits manu&dured in the 
United States, per gallon - -10 

B b 4 Moladfes 
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Molafles and Syrups imported in Britiih 

Aipping, per gallon - - - 3 
Additional duty» per gallon - - 3 

Molaifes or Syrups legally imported ia 

other than BmiQi fliipping, per gallon 6 
Additioofd duty, per gallon - - 3 

Madeira wine, per gallon - - 6 

Other wine - - ' - - 3 

N. fi. Winccan he imported directly 
. from,Madeira, or from any of the Afri- 
can iiland6> into Canada ; hut no Euro- 
pean wine or hrandy, can be imported, 
except through England. 

Loaf -or. lump fugar, per lb, - - t 

Mufcovado or clayed fugar - •• — i 

Coffee, per lb. - - - - * 

Leaf tobacco, per lb. - _ - 2 

Playing cards, per pack - - - 2 
Salt, the minot - - - . ^ _ 

N. B. The minot is a meafure commonly 

ufed in Canada, which is to the Wincheilcr 

buihel, as 100 is to 108,765. 

The imports into Canada confift of all the 

various articles which a young country, that 

does not manufacture much for its own ufe, 

caa be fuppofed to iland in need of; fuch as 

earthen 
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earthen ware, han)ware> and houfeHold fur- 
niture, except of the coarfer kinds j woollen 
and linen cloths, haberdafhery, hofiery, &c. ; 
paper, ftationary, leather and manuf^iSures of 
leatheri groceries, wines, fpirits. Weft Indian 
produce, &c. Sec.; cordagfe of every dcfcrip- 
tion, and even the coarfer nianu.&d;ares of 
iron, are alfo imported. 

The' foil of the country Is well adapted l» 
the growth of hemp» and great pains have 
been taken to introduce the culture of it. 
Handbills, explaining the manner in which it 
can be raifed to the bcft advanta^, have beai 
ailiduouily circulated amongft the ^rmers, and 
polled up at all the public houfes. It is a 
difficult matter, however, to put the French 
Canadians out of their old ways, fo that very 
little hemp has been raifed in cdnfequence of 
the pains that have been thus taken; and it 
is not probable that much will be raifed for 
a conliderable time to come. 

Iron ore has been difcovered in various 
parts of the country; but works for the 
fmelting and manufadluring of it have been 
erefted at one place only, in the neighbour- 
hood of Trois Rivieres. Thefe works were 
ereded by the king of France feme time 
before the conqueft : they are now the pro- 
perty of the Britilh government, and are 
rented out to the perfons who hold them 

at 
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at prefeht. When the leafe expires* wbidi 
will be the cafe about the year iSoOj it is 
thought that no one wilt be found to carry on 
the works, as the bank of ore, from whence 
they are fupplied, is nearly exhaufted. The 
works confifl of a forge and a foundry : iron 
ftoves are the principal articles manu&^rcd 
in the latter; butthey are not fo much efteeow 
<^ as thofe from England. 

Domeilic manufai^ures are carried on in 
moft parts of Canada, confilling of linen and 
of coarfe woollen cloths; but by far the greater 
part of thefe articles uied in the country is 
imported from Great Britain. 

The exports from Canada confift of furs 
and pelts in immcnfe quantities ; of wheat, 
flour» flax-feed, potalh, timber, ilaves, and 
lumber of all forts; dried filh, oil, ginieng, 
and various medicinal drugs. 

The trade between Canada and Great Bri- 
tain employs, it is iaid, about fevea thouland 
tcHis of ihipping annually. 
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LE.TTER XXVr. 

Of the Soil and ProduSfions of Lower Canada. 
— Obfervathns on the ManufaBure of Sugar 
from the Maple-tret. — Of the Clhnate of 
Loiver Canada, — Amufements of "People of 
all Defcriptions during fFinttr. — Carioks: 
— Manner of guarding againft the Cold^-^ 
Great Hardinefs of the Horfes, — State of the 

■■' River St. Lawrence on the Dtffolution of 
Winter. — Rapid Pragrefs of Fegetatim dur-m 
ing Spring. — Agreeablenefs of the Summer 
and Autumn Seofons, 

Qaebec. 

'nr^ H E eaftern part of Lower Canada, be- 
twcen Quebec and the Gulph of .St. 
Lawrence, Is mountainous j between Quebec 
and .the mouth of the Utawaa River alfo a few 
Scattered mountains are to be met with ; but 
higher up the River St. Lawrence the fece of 
the country is flat. 

The foil, except where fmall trafls of ftony 
and Tandy land intervene, conies principally 
of a loofc dark coloured earth, and of the 
<lepth of ten or twelve inches, below which 
there is a bed of cold clay. This earth to- 
wards the furface is extremely fertile, of which 
ihcrc 
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there cannot be a greater proof than that it 
continues to yield plentiful crops, notwith- 
ftanding its, being worked year after year \>y 
the French Canadians, without ever being 
manured. It is only within a few years back, 
indeed* that any of the Canadians have begun 
to manure their lands, and many ftill continue, 
from father to Ion, to work the Banc fields 
withoDt intermiflion, and mrithout ever putting 
any manure upon them, yet the land is not 
exhaufted, as it would be in the United States. 
The manure principally made ufe of by thofc 
.who are the beA farmers is marl, found in 
prodigious quantities in many places along the 
ihores of the River St. Lawrence. 

The foil of Lower Canada is particularly 
failed to the growth of fmall grain. Tobacco 
■alfo thrives well in it ; it is only raifed, how- 
ever, in fmall quantities for private ufe, more 
than one half of what is ufed in the country 
'being imported. The Canadian tobacco is 
of a much milder quaUty than that grown in 
Maryland and Virginia : the fnuff made irom 
it is held in great cftimation. 

Culinary' vegetables of every defcription 
come to the greatcH: perfe^ion in Canada, a& 
well as moft of the European fruits : the cur- 
rants, goofeberries, and rafpberries are in par- 
ticular very fine ; the latter arc indigenous, 
and are found in prbfalion in the woods ; the 

vine 
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Tine is alfo indigenous, but the grapes which 
it produces in its uncultivated ftate are very 
poor, four, and but little larger than fine cur- 
cants. 

The variety of trees found in the foreih 
of Canada is prodigious, and it is fuppoled 
that there many idnds are ftill unknown : 
beech trees, oaks, elms, alhes, pines, fyca- 
mores, chefnut8» walnuts^ of each of which 
fcveral dii^ent fpecies are commonly met 
with ; the fugar maple tree is ^Ifo found in 
almoft every part of the country, a tree never 
fcen but upon, good ground. There arc two 
kinds of this very valuable tree in Canada ; 
the one called the fwamp maple, from its 
being generally found upon low lands; the 
other, the mountain or curled maple, from 
growing upon high dry ground^ and from the 
grain of the woiod being very beautifully va- 
riegated with littit 'ftripes and curls. The 
former yields a much greater quantity of fap, 
in proportion to its fize, than the other, biit 
this fap does not af!brd fo much fugar as that- ' 
of the curled maple. A pound of fugar is^ 
frequently procured from two or three gallons 
of the fap of the curled maple, whereas no" 
more than the fame quantity can be had from 
&x or feven galkms of that of the' fwamp. 

Tbe moft approved method of getting the- 
lap is by piercing a hole with an auger in flie 
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fide of the tree> of one inch or an inch a.nd a 
half in diameter* and two or three inches in 
depth, obliquely upwards ; but the moft com- 
mon mode of coming at it is by cutting a large 
gaih in the tree with an axe.. In each cafe a 
&aai\ fpout is fixed at the bottom of the 
wound> and a vellel is placed underneath to 
receive the liquor as it £tlls. 

A maple tree .of the diameter of twenty 
inches will commpnJy yield fufficient fap for 
, making five pounds of fugar each year, and 
inftances have been known of trees yielding 
nearly this quantify annually ktr a feries of 
thirty years. Trees that have been gaihed 
and mangled with an axe will not lafl by any 
means fo long as thofe which have been care- 
fully pierced with an auger j the axe, how- 
ever, is generally ufed, bccaufe.the fap diitils 
much fatter from the >vound made by it dian 
from that made by an ^uger, and it is always 
an objeiit with the farmer, to have the lap 
brought heme, and boiled down as fpeedily as 
poifible, in order that the making of fugar 
may not interfere with his other agricultural 
purfuits. The feafon for.ts^ppihg the trees 
is when the fap begins to rife, at the ««n- 
mcncement of fpring, which is juft the time 
that the farmer is moft bulled in making 
preparations for fowing his grain. 

Jti? a very remarkable fat^, that thefc trees, 
aftct 
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after having been tapped for lix or feven fuc- 
ceflive years, always yield more fap than they 
do on being firll wounded ; this Tap, however, 
is not fo rich as that which the trees diftil for 
the firft time j but from its coming in an Jn- 
creafed portion, as much fugar is generally 
.procured from a fingle tree on the fifth or 
lixth year of its being tapped as on the firA. 

The maple is the only fort of raw fug^r 
made ufe of in the country parts of Canada; 
it is very generally ufed alfo by the inhabitants. 
of the towns, whither, it is brought for lale 
by the country people who attend the markets, 
juft the fame as any other kind of country 
produce. The moft common form In which , 
it is feen is in loaves or thick round cakes, . 
precifely as it comes out of the veflcl u^ere 
it is boiled down from the fap. Thc& cakes 
are of a very dark colour in general, and very 
hard; as they arc wanted they are fcraped 
down with a knife, and when thus reduced 
into powder, the Aigar appears of a much 
lighter caft, and not unlike Weft Indian muf- 
covada or grained fugar. If the maple fugar 
be careiiilly boiled with lime, whites of eggs, 
blood, or any of the other articles ufually em- 
ployed for clarifying fugar, and properly gra- 
nulated, by the drainmg oft* of the melalfes, 
it is by no means inferior, either in point of 
ftrcngth, flavour, or appearance to the eye, to 
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any Weft Indi&n fugar whatfocver: iimpljr 
boiled down into cakG« with milk or whites 
of eggs it is very agreeable to the tafte. 

The ingenious Dr. Nooth, of Quebec, who 
is at the head of the general hofpital in Ca-> 
nada, has made a variety of experiments upon 
the manufafture of maple fugar; he has gra- 
nulated, and alfo re6ned it, fo as to render it 
equal to the bcft luipp fugar that is made in 
England. To convince the Canadians alfo, 
who are as incredulous on fome points as they 
are credulouson others, that it was really maple 
fugar which they faw thus refined, he has 
contrived to leave large lumps, exhibiting the 
fugar in its different ftages towards refinement, 
the lower part of the lumps being left hard, 
fimilar to thd common cakes, the middle part 
granulated, and. the upper part refined. 

Dr. Nooth has calculated,' that the fale of 
the melaflesralone- would be fully adequate to 
the expencc of refining the maple fugar, if a 
manufaiSoty for that purpofe were eftablifhed. 
Some attempts . have been- made to eftablifli 
one of the kind at Quebec, but they have never 
fucceeded, as the perfons by whom they were 
made were adventurers that had not fufiici«it 
capitals for fuch an undertaking.' It ought 
not, hovrever, to be ooncluded from this, that 
a manufadlory of the fort would not fucceed if 
conducted by judicious perfons that lud ample 
♦ funds 
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-JAihds for the bufiifteft • on the contrary, it is 
highly probable that it would &n{vfet. 
. /There is great reafon alfo to fuppofe, that ft 
niftnufadory for making the fugar from the 
be^nning, as well as for refining It, might be 
eflabliflied with advantage. 
' "Stveral acres together are often met with 
in Canada, entirely covered with maple trees 
alone ; but the trees are moft ufually found 
growing mixed with others, in the- proportion 
of from thirty to fifty maple trees to every 
acte. Thoufands and thoufands of acres might 
be- procured, within a very fhort diftance of 
the River St. Lawrence, for lefs than one 
diilling an acre, on each of which thirty maple 
tree's would be found j but fuppofing that 
only twenty-five ti'ecs were found on each 
acrejlhen on a track of five thoufand acres, 
foppofing each tree to produce five pounds 
of'fugar, 5,586 cwt. 2 qrs. 12 lbs. of fugar 
ttii^t be itiadc annually. 
■ ■ The maple tree attains a growth fufficient 
foi* yie\^hg five jiourids of fugar annually in 
thc'-fpace -of twenty years ; as the oaks and 
other kinds of trees, therefore, were cut away 
for different purpofes, maples might be planted 
in'tl^ir room, which would be ready to be 
tapped by the time that the old maple trees 
failed. Moreover, if thefc trees were planted 
out in rows regularly, the trouble of coiled- 
Voi.. I. C c ing 
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ing the fap from them would be much le& 
than if they ftood widely fcattered. as they do 
in their natural Aate, and of courfe the ex- 
pence of oiaking the fugar would be conlidcr- 
ably leifened. Added to this, if young im^dcs 
were conflantly fet out in place of the odier 
trees, as they were cut dowii, the eftate, at the 
end ef twenty years, would yield ten times 
as much fugar as it did originally. 

It has been aflerted, that the difficulty of 
maintaining hbrfes and mei} in the woods at 
the fealbn of the year, proper for making the 
fugar would be fo gr^t, as to render every 
plan for the manufadory of the fugar on an 
cxtcnfive fcale abortivjs. This might be. very 
true, perhaps, in the United States, where the 
iiibjedt has been principally diicuiled,' and 
where it is that this objedion has bqenrmadci 
but it woi^ld not hold good in Canada. Many 
tracks, containing Ave thoufand acres each, 
of fugar maple land, might be procured in 
various parts of the country, no part of any of 
which would be more than fix EngliOi miles 
diflant from a populous village. The whole 
labour of boiling in each year would beovcr 
in the fpace of fix weeks ; the trouble there- 
fore of carrying food dunag that-period, for 
the men ahd-horfes that were wantipgf(»' the 
manufai^ory, £-om a village into the ^roods, 
yt^ould be trifling, and a few huts might be 
8 built 
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built ibr their accommodation in thtf woods 
at a fmall expence. 

The great labour requifitc for conveying 
the fap from the trees, that grow {o far apart, 
to the boiling boufe* has been adduced as an- 
other objection to the eftabliihment of aa 
extenCve fugar manufa<Sory in the woods. 

The fap, as I have before obferved, is col- 
lefted by private families, by fetting a veflel, 
into which it drops, under each tree, and from 
thence carried by hand to the place where it 
is to ,be boiled. If a regular manufeftory, 
however, were eftablilhed, the fap might be 
conveyed to the boiling houfe with far kis la- 
bour; fmall wooden troughs might be placed 
under the wounds in each trees, by which 
means the fap might eafily be conveyed to 
the diftance of twenty yards, if it were thought 
n«ce(&ry, into refervoirs. Three or ■ four of 
thefe refervoirs might be placed on an acre^ 
and avenues opened through the woods, fo as 
to admit carts with proper vefTels to pafs from 
one to the other, in order to convey the fap 
to the boiling houfes. Mere fheds would an" 
fwer for boiling houfes, and thefe might be 
ereded at various different places on the eAate, 
in order to fave the trouble of carrying the lap 
a great way. 

The expence of cutting down a few treesj 

lb as to dear an avenue for a cart, would not 

Cc a be 
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be much ; neither would that of making the 
ipouts, and common tubs for refervoirs, be 
great In a .country abounding with wood } the 
quantity of labour faved by fuch means would, 
however, be very considerable. 

When then, it is confidered, that .private 
families, who have to carry the fap by hand 
&om each tree to their own houfes, and often 
at a confiderable diilance from the woods, in 
order to boil it, can, with all this labour, afford 
to fell fugar, equally good with that which 
comes from the Weft Indies, at a much lower 
price than what the latter is fold at ; when it 
is coniidered alfo, that by going to the finaH 
expence, on the firft year, of making a few 
woodjcn fpouts and tubs,f a very great portion 
of labour would be ^ved, and of courfe the 
profits on t)ie )a\e of the fu^ar would be fer 
greater j there: is good foundation for think- 
ing, that if a inanu^ftory were eftablifhed on 
fuch a plan as I have hinted at, it would an- 
fwer extremely well, and that maple fugar 
would in a ihort time become a principal ar- 
ticle of foreign commerce in Canada. 

The iap of the maple tree is not only ufe- 
fal in yielding fugar; moft excellent vinegar 
may likcwife be made from it. In company 
with feveral gentlemen I tafted vinegar made 
from it by Dr. Nooth, allowed by every one 
prefent to be much fuperior to the beft French 
white 
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white wine vinegar ; for at the fame time that 
it pofleffed equal acidity, it had a more deli- 
cious Havour. 

Good table beer may likewife be made 
from the fap, which many would miftake for 
malt liquor. 

If diftilled, the fap affords a very fine fpirit. 

The air of Lower Canada is extremely 
pure> and the climate is deemed uncommonly 
falubriouSf except only in the wef^ern parts 
of the province, high up the River St. Law* 
rence, where, as is the cafe in almoft every 
part of the United States fouth of New Eng- 
land, between the ocean and the mountains, 
the inhabitants fuffcr to a great degree from 
intermittent fevers. From Montreal down- 
wards, the climate refemfales very much that 
of the ftates of New England j the people 
live to a good old age, and intermittents are 
quite unknown. This great difference in the 
healthincfs of .the two parts of the province 
muft be attributed to the different afpedls of 
the country ; to the eaR, Lower Canada, like 
New England* is mountainous, but to the weil 
it is an extended flat. 

The extremes of heat and cold in Canada 
are amazing; in the months of July and 
Auguft the thermometer, according to Fahren- 
heit, is often known to rife to 96°, yet a winter 
fcarcely paffes over but even the mercury itfelf 
C c 3 free^s 
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freezes. Thofc very fudden tranliti<»is, how- 
ever, from heat to cold, fo common in the 
United States, and fo very injurious to the 
conllitution, are unknown in Canada^ the 
fcafons alfo are much more regular. 

The fnow generally begins to fell in No- 
vember j but fometimes it comes down as 
early as the latter end of Ocftober. This is the 
moil difagrceable part of the whole year ; the 
air is then cold and raw, and the flty dark and 
gloomy i two da)fs feldom pafs over together 
without a fall either of fnow or fleet. By the 
end of the firft or fecond week, however, in 
December, the cloude are generally dilTolved, 
the froft fets in, the flcy aflumes a bright and 
' azure hue, and for weeks together it continues 
the fame, ^without being obfcured by a fingle 
cloud. 

The greateft degree of cold which they ex- 
perience in Canada, is in the month of January, 
when for a few days it is fometimes fo intenfc, 
that it is impoflible for a human being to 
remain out of doors for any confiderablis time, 
tvithout evident danger of being froft bitten. 
Thefe very cold days, however, do not come 
altogether, but intervene generally at fome 
little diftancc from each other ; and between 
them, in the depth of winter, the air is fome- 
times fo warm diat people in exercife, in the 
middle 
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middle of the day, feel djfpoied to lay afide the 
thick far cloaks ufually worn out of doors. 

Thofe who have ever pafied a winter in Ca- 
nada, have by no means that dread of its fe- 
verity, which fome would have who have never 
experienced a greater degree of cold than what 
is cqmmonly felt in Great Britain ; and as for 
the Canadians themfelves, they prefer the win- 
ter to every other feafon ; indeed I never met 
with a Canadian, rich or poor, male or female, 
but what was of that opinion j nor ought 
this to excite our furprife, when it is confi- 
dered that they pafs the winter fo very dif- 
ferently from what we do. If a Canadian were 
doomed to fpend but fix weeks only in the 
country parts of England, when the ground 
was covered with fnow, I dare venture to fay 
that he would be as heartily tired of the famc- 
nefs which then pervaded the face of nature, 
and as delirous of beholding a green iield once 
more, as any one of us. 

Winter in Canada is the feaibn of general 
amufement. The clear frofty weather no 
iboner commences, than all thoughts about 
buiinefs are laid afide, and every one devotes 
himfelf to pteafure. The inhabitants meet in 
convivial parties at each other's houfes, and 
pafs the day with mufic, dancing, card-play- 
ing, and every focial entertainment that .can 
iKguile the time. At Montreal, in particular^ 
C c 4. fuch 
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iuch a conftantaDd friendly intercourfe !s kept 
up amoogft the inhabitants, that, as I have 
often heard it mentioned, it appears then as if 
the town were inhabited but by one large 
family. 

By means of their carioles or fledges, the Ca* 
nadUns tranfport thcmfelves over the ihow, 
from place to place, in the moft agreeable 
manner, and wirfi a degree of fwiftnefe that ap* 
pears almoft incredible ; for with the Czsnc 
horfe it is poflible to go eighty miles in a day, 
fo light is the draft of one of thcfe carriages, 
and fo favourable is the fnow to the feet of 
the horfe. The Canadian cariole or fledge is 
calculated to hold two perfons and a driver ; it 
is ufually drawn by one horfe ; if two horfes 
are made ufe of, they are put one before the 
other, as the track in the roads wilt not admit 
of their going abreafl. The fliape of the car- 
riage is varied according to fancy, and it is a 
matter of emulation amongft the gentlemen, 
vfho Ihall have the handfomefl one. There 
arc two diftinit kinds, however, of cariole*, the 
open and the covered. The former is com- 
monly fomewhat like the body of a capriole, 
put upon two iron runners or Hides, fimilar in 
fliape to the irons of a pair of fkates j the lat- 
' ter confiiU of the body of a chariot put on 
runners in the fame manner, and covered en- 
tirely over with furs, which are found by exi 
perienc5 
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pcricnce to keep out the cold much better than 
any other covering whatfocvcr. Covered ca- 
rioles are not much liked, except for the pur- 
pofe of going to a party in the evening; for the 
great pleafure of carioling confifts in feeing 
and being feen, and the ladies always go out in 
moft fuperb drcfles of furs. The carioles glide 
over the fnow with great fmoothnefs, and lb 
little noifc do they make in Aiding along, that 
it is necefiary to have a number of bells at- 
tached to the harnefs, or a perfon continually 
founding a horn to guard againil accidents. 
The rapidity of the motion, with the found of 
thefc bells and horns, appears to be very con- 
ducive to cheerfulnefs, for you feldom fee a 
dull fece in a cariole. The Canadians always 
take advantage of the winter feafon to vifit 
their friends who live at a diftance, as travel- ' 
]ing is then fo very expeditious ; and this is 
another circumftance which contributes, pro- 
bably not a little, to render the winter fo ex- 
tremely agreeable in their eyes. 

Though the cold is fo very intenfe in Ca- 
nada, yet the inhabitants never fuffer from it, 
conftant experience having taught them how to 
guard againfl it efFeftually. 

In the iirA place, by means of ftoves they 
keep their habitations as warm and comfort- 
able as can be defired. In large houfes they 
gcperally have four or five ftoves placed in the 
hall, 
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ball> and in the apartments on the ground 
iloor, from whence flues pais ' in dif&rent di- 
rections through the upper rooms. Befides 
thefc ftoves, they likewife frequently have 
open £res in the lower apartments ; it is more, 
however, on account of the cheerful appear- 
ance they give to the room, than for the fake 
of the warmth they communicate, as by the 
ftoves the rooms can be heated to any degree. 
Left any cold blafts ihould penetrate from 
vrithout, they have alfo double doors, and if the 
houfe ftands expofed, even double windows, 
about iix inches apart. The windows are 
made to open lengthwife in the middle, on 
binges, like folding doors, and where they 
meet they lock together in a deep groove j 
windows of this defcription, when clofed, are 
found to keep out the cold air much better 
than the common faffies, and in warm weather 
they are more agreeable than any other fort, as 
they admit more air when opened. Nor do 
the inhabitants fuifer from cold when they go 
abroad; for they never ftir out without firft 
wrapping themfelves up in furs from head'to 
foot. Their caps entirely cover the ears, the 
back of the neck, and the greateft part of the 
face, leaving nothing expofed except the eyes 
and nofc -, and their large and thick cloaks cf- 
feftually fccure the body ; befides which they 
wear fur gloves, muffs, and ihoes. 

It 
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It is Turprifing to fee how well the Ca- 
nadian horfes fupport the cold ; after Handing 
for hours together in the open air at a time 
when fpirits will freeze, they fet oiF as alertly 
as if it were fummcr. The French Canadians 
make no fcruple to leave their horfes ftanding 
at the door of a houfe, without any covering, 
in the coldeft weather, while they are them- 
ielves . taking their pleafure. None of the 
other domeflic animals are as indifferent to the 
cold as the horfes. During winter all the do- 
meflic animals, not excepting the poultry, are 
lodged together in one large ftable, that they 
may keep each other warm j but in order to 
avoid the expence of feeding many through 
the winter, as foon as the froft fets in they 
generally kill cattle and poultry fufficient to 
kft them till the return of fpring. The car- 
cafes are buried in the ground, and covered 
with a heap of fnow, and as they are wanted 
they are dug upj vegetables are laid up in the 
fame manner, and they continue very good 
throughout the whole winter. The markets 
in the towns are always fupplled bpft at this 
feafon.and provifionsare thenalfo the cheapeft; 
for the farmers having nothing elfe to engage 
them, and having a quantity of meat on hand, 
that is never injured from being fcnt to mar- 
ket, flock to the towns in their carioles in great 
numbers, and always well fupplied. 

The, 
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The winter generally continues till the lat- 
ter end of April, and fomedmes even till May, 
when a thaw comes on very fuddcnly. The 
fnow foon difappears; but it is a long time 
before the immenfe bodies of ice in the rivers 
are diflblved. The fcene which prefcnts Jtfelf 
on the St. Lawrence at this fcafon is moft 
tremendous. The ice firft begins to crack 
fi-om iide to fide, with a report as loud as that 
of a cannon. Afterwards, as the waters be- 
come fwollen by the melting of the fnow, it 
is broken into pieces, and hurried down the 
ftrcam with prodigious impetuofity ; but its 
courfe is often interrupted by the iUands 
and fluUow places in the river j one large 
piece is perhaps firft flopped, other pieces 
come drifting upon that, and at length 
prodigious heaps are accumulated, in fome 
places riling feveral yards above the level of 
the water. Sometimes thefe mounds of ice are 
driven from the iflands or rocks, upon which 
they have accumulated, by the wind, and are 
floated down to the fea in one entire body : if 
in going down they happen to ftrike againft 
any of the rocks along the ftiore, the crafh is 
horrible : at other times they remain in the 
iame fpot where they were firft formed, and 
continue to obftrutfl the navigation of the 
river for weeks after every appearance of froft 
is banifhed on ihore } fo very widely alfo do 
they 

C,.;,l,ZDdbyC00g[c 



THAW. 597 

they frequently extend in particular parts of 
the river, and fo folid are they at the funo- 
time, that in croffing from Ihore to fliorc, the 
people, inftead of being at the trouble of going 
round thprli, make diredly for the ice, difem- 
bark upon it, drag their bateaux or canoes 
acrofs, and launch them again on the oppolite 
fide. As long as the ice remains in the St. 
Lawrence, no ihips attempt to pafs up or. 
down i for one of thefe large bodies of ice is 
equally dangerous with a rock. 

The rapid progrefs of vegetation in Canada, 
as foon as the winter is over, is men: aHxin- 
ifiiing. Spring has fcarcely appeared, when 
you find it is fummcr. In a few days the 
fields are clothed with the richell verdure, 
and the trees obtain their foliage. The vari- 
ous produflions of the garden come in aftec 
each other in quick fuccefiion, and the grain 
fown in May affords a rich harveft by the 
latter end of July, This part of the year, in 
which fpring and fummer are fo happily 
blended together, is delightful beyond defcrip- 
tion ; nature then puts on her gaycA attire^ at 
the fame time the heat is never found op- 
preffive j it is .feldom that the mercury in 
Fahrenheit's thermometer then rifes above 
84° : in July and Augufl the weather becomes 
warmer, and a few days often intervene when 
the h«at is overcoming ; during thefe months 

the 



i.vCoogIc 



^8 TRAVELS THROUGH LOWER CANADA: 

the mercury fometimca rifes to 96°. There 
» a great difference, however, in the weather 
at this feafon in different years : during the 
whole of the time that I was in the country, I 
never obferved the thermometer higher than 
88° ; for the greater part of the months erf July 
and Auguft it was not higher than 80*, and for 
many days together it did not rife beyond 65', 
between Quebec and Montreal. 

The fall of the year is a moft agreeable 
ieafon in Canada, as well as the fummer. 

It is obferved, that there is in general a dif- 
ference of about three weeks in the length of 
the winter at Montreal and at Quebec, and of 
courie in the other feafons. When green 
peas, ftrawberries, &c. were entirely gone at 
Montreal, we met with them in foil feafon at 
Quebec. 
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LETTER XXVir. 

Inhabitants of Lower Canada, — Of the Tenuret 
by which Lands are 6e/d.-^Not faveuraile 
to the Imprwement of the Country,— Some 
Obfervatkns thereon,-~'Advantages of fettling 
in Canada and the United States compared.-^ 
Why Emigrations to the latter Country- iare 
mare general. — Defcription of a 'Journey to 
Stoneham Townjhip nearS^uebec — Defcription 
of the RJver St. Charles— Of Lake _ St.. 
Charles — Of Stoneham 'Townjbip, 

Qaebec 

A BOUT fivc-fixths of the inhabitants etf 
•^ Lower Canada are of French extra<ftion, 
the bulk of whom-.are.pcaiants, living upon 
the lands of the feigniors. Amongft the Eng- 
liOi inhabitants devoted to agriculture* but 
few, however, are to be found occupying land 
under feigniors, not withfbuiding that feveral of 
the feigniories have fjillen into the hands of 
Englifhmen j the great majority of them hold 
the lands which they cultivate by virtue of 
certiBcates from the governor, and thefe people 
for the moil part redde in the weftem parts of 
the province, bordering upon the upper parts 
of the river St. Lawrence. 

The 
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4M TRAVLES THROUGH IjOWER dAMADAi 

The feigniors, both French and Engliflii 
live in a plain iimple ftyle ; for although the 
feigniories in general are extenfive, but few of 
them afford a very large income to the pro- 
prietors. 

-The revenues of a ieigniory arife from cer- 
tain fines called lods and vents, which are paid 
by the vaffals on the alienation of property, 
as when a farm, or any part of it, is divided 
by a vaffal, during his lifetime, amoogil his 
fons, or when any other than the immediate 
iflue of avaflal fucceeds to his eftate, &c. &c. 
The revenues arife alfo from certain fines paid 
on the granting of-frclh lands to the vaffals, 
and from the profits of the mills of the feig- 
nior, to which the vaflals are bound to fend 
all their com to be ground. 

This laft obligation is fometimes extremely 
irkfome to the vaflal, when, for inftance, on a 
large feigniory there is not more than one 
milljfor although it Ihould be ten miles diftant 
from his, habitation, and he could get his com 
ground on better terms clofe to his own door, 
yet he cannot fend it to any other mil) than 
that- belonging to the feignior, under a heavy 
penalty. 

The extent of feigniorial rights in Canada, 

particularly in what relates to the levying of 

the Ipds arid vents, feeihs to be by no means 

clearly afcertained, fo that where the feignior 

happens 
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happens to be a man of a rapacious difpolition, 
the vaflal is fomctimes compelled to pay fines, 
which> in llrtd juftice perhaps, ought not to 
be demanded. In the firft provincial affembly 
that was called, this bulinefs was brought for- 
ward, and the equity and policy was ftrongly 
urged by fome of the Engliih members that 
poffefled cohiiderable abilities, of having pro- 
per bounds fixed to the power of the feigniors, 
end of having all the fines and fervices duo 
from their valTals accurately afccrtained, and 
made generally known : but the French mem- 
bers, a great number of whom were themfelvcs 
feigniors, being ftrongly attached to old habits, 
and thinking that it was conducive to their 
intereft that their authority ihould ftill con- 
tinue undefined, oppofed the meafure with great 
warmth ; and nothing was done. 

Nearly all thofe parts of Canada which were 
inhabited when the country was under French 
government, as well as the unoccupied lands 
granted to individuals during the fame period, 
are comprized under difFerent fcigniories, and 
thefe, with all the ufages and cufloms thereto 
formerly pertaining, were confirmed to the 
proprietaries by the Quebec bill, which began 
to be in force in May 17"/$; thefe lands, 
■ therefore, are held by unqueftionable titles. 
All the wafte lands, however, of the crown, 
that have been allotted fincc the conqueft. 
Vol. I. D d have 
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have been granted limply by certificates of oc- 
cupation, or licenfes from the governor, giving 
perminion to perfons who applied for thefe 
lands to fettle upon them ; no patents, convey- 
ing a clear pofleflion of them, have ever been 
made out ; it is merely by ccartefy that they 
are held j and if a governor thought' proper to 
reclaim them on the part of the crown, he 
has only to iay the word, and the titles of the 
occupiers fink into air. Thus it is, that al- 
though feveral perfons have expended large 
fums of money in procuring, and afterwaids 
improving townfliips *, none of them arc yet 
enabled to fell a fingle acre as an indemnifi- 
cation for thefe expences j at leall no title can 
be given, with what is offered for falc, ^nd it 
is not therefore to be fuppofed, that purchafers 
of fuch property will eafily be found. It is 
true, indeed, that the different proprietaries c^ 
thefe town(hips have been affUred, on the part 
of government, that patents fball be granted 
ro every one of them, and they are fully pcr- 
■ fuaded that thefe will be made out fbme time 
or other ; but they have in vain waited for them 
for three years, and they are aozioufly waiting 
for them ftill -f-. 

Different 

* TraAs of mtlte Uni, nraatly ten miles fqntre. 
■^ I nceired a letter, dated early in ibe year 1796, from b 
i in Canada, who has taken up one of thefe towo- 
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Different motives have been affigncd for this 
condudlon the part of the Britifh government. 
In the firft place it has been alledged, that the 
titles are withheld, in order to prevent fpecu- 
lation and land jobbing from riling to the fame 
height in Canada as they have done in tha 
United States. 

It is a notorious iadt, that in the United 
States land jobbing has led to a feries of the 
moft nefarious - praftices, whereby numbers 
have already fufFered, and by which ftill greater 
numbers muft fuffer hereafter. By the ma- 
chinations of a few interefted individuals, who 
have contrived by various methods to get im- 
fticnfe trafls * of wafte land into their poflef- 
liOB, fidlitious demands have been created in 
the market for land, the price of it has con- 
iequently been enhanced much beyond its in* 

Qiipt, trhi^ contains the fallowing paragntf^: " At prerent tli4 
" matter remBlns in an uafectkd Aate, although every ^Aep bat 
* been taken on my part to accelerate the complrtion of the 
^ bniiiTefs. Mr, D--— '» patent, which wai Tent home aa s 
■* modd, is not jtt recarned. I receiTed a lener lately from 
■• Mr. Secretary R — .-, in which he infoTma me, that Mr. 
■• G — — " is agaia returned to the furveyor's office, and he 
« alTurei me, that in conjimflion with him, he will do every 
"thing in his power to expedite my obtaining a patent. Tha 
■* governor, he lays, means that the land buluied fhonld go for' 
" ward." 

* There have been many inftances in the United States of 
X (iogle individDal's holding upwards of three millions of 
urei at one timei and Tome feVr individuals have been known 
M hold even twice that qoantity at once. ' 

D d a trinfic 
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trinfic worth, and ihcfe perfons have then 
taken the opportunity of felling what they had 
on hand at an enormous proAt. The wealth 
that has been accumulated by particular per- 
ibns in the United States, in this manner, is 
prodigious j and numberlefs others, witnefles 
to their profperity, have been tempted to make 
purchafes of land, in hopes of reali2ing for- 
tunes in a fimilar way, by felling out fmall 
portions atan advanced price. Thus it is that 
the nominal value of wafte land has been 
raifed fo fuddenly in the United States; for 
large trafts, which ten years before were felling 
for a few pence per acre, have fold in num- 
berleis inilances, lately, for dollars per acre, an 
augmentation in price which the increafe of 
population alone would by no means have 
occaHoned. Eilatcs, like articles of meichan- 
dizc, have pafied, before they have ever been 
■mproved, through the hands of dozens of 
people, who never perhaps were within five 
hundred miles of them, and th; confumcr or 
farmer, in confcquence of the profits kid on by 
thefe people, to whom they have feverally be- 
longed, has had frequently to pay a moft exor- 
bitant price for the little fpot which be has 
purchafcd *. 

Speculation 

* In the btginning of the year 1796. lhi« tnffic va» 

at it! higheft pitch, aod at ihia time. General WafliingtoB. r» 

eminePtljr diftingniflied iitr hia prudence and forcfight, per* 

wiving 
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Speculation and land-jobbing carried to fuch 
a pitch cannot but be deemed great evils in 
the community; and to prevent them from ex- 
tending into Canada appears to be an objeift , 
well worthy the attention of government: but 
it ftems unneceflary to have recourfe for that 
purpofe to the very exceptionable meafure of 
withholding a good title to all lands granted 
by the crown, a meafure difabling the land 
holder from taking the proper fteps to improve 
his cftate, which gives rife to diftruft and fuf- 
picion, and materially impedes the growing 
profperity of the country. 

It appears to me, that land-jobbing could 
never arrive at fuch a height in Canada as to 
be productive of fimilar evils to thofe already 
fprung up from it in the United States, or 
fimilar to thofe further ones with which the 
country is threatened, if no more land were 
granted by the crown, to any one individual, 
than a lowofhip of ten thoufand acres ; or 

Ctiving that land had rilen beynnd its aftual value, and per- 
liiaded thu it conld not rife higher for fome years to cooie, ad- 
vertifed tor dk every acre of which he ivn« polfelTed, except 
the rami of Mount Vernon. The event diewed how accurate 
Iii* jodgmcnt was. In the clofe of the year, one of the great 
land jobber*! difappointed in liii calculations, was obliged K> 
abicond; the land trade wai Ihaken to its very foundation; 
bankniptciei fpread like wildfire from one great city to an- 
other, and men that had begun to build palace) found them- 
fdvea likely to have no better habitation for 3 time than the 
n gaoL 

D d 3 fhould 
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ftiould it be thought that grants of fuch an ex- 
tent even opened too wide a field for fpecu- 
lation, certain reftridtions might be laid upon 
the grantee ; he might be bound to improve 
his townfliip by a cJaufe in the patent, in- 
validating the fale of more than a foDrth or 
£fth of it, unlefe to adtual fettlcrs> until a cer- 
tain number of people fliould be refident 
thereon*. Such a claufe would eifefSually pre- , , 
vent the evil j for it is the granting of very 
extenfive tracts of wafte lands to individuals* 
without binding them in any way to improve 
them, which gives rife to fpcculation and 
land-jobbing. 

By others it is imagined, that the with- 
holding of clear titles to the lands is a mea- 
fure adopted merely for the purpoic of pre- 
venting a diminution of the inhabitants from 
taking place by emigration. 

Not only townjhips have been granted by 
certificates of occupation, but alfo numberlefs 
fmall portions of land, from one hundred acres * 
upwards, particularly in Upper Canada, to 
royalifts and others, who have at different pc- 

* The plan* of binding every pcrfoo thit Aonld take up 
a towofhip to improve it, b/ providing a certain namber oFlet- 
tlert. 'hai not wholly cfcapcd the notice of government; £ir 
in the licences of occupation, by which each town [hip is aitou 
ted. il i» ftipulated, that every perfon jhall provide forty fettlen 
for Ilia townlhip ; boC ai no givtn time it mentioned for tBe 
procuring of thefe fettlers, tttc fiipulation becomes oogatory. 

riods: 
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nods emigrated from the United States. Thefe 
people have all of them improved their feveral 
allotments. By withholding any better title, ■ 
therefore, than that of a certificate, they are 
completely tied down to their farms, unlefs, 
indeed, they think proper to abandon them, 
together with the fruits of many years labour, 
without receiving any compenfation whatfo- 
ever for fo doing. 

It is not probable, however, that thefe peo- 
ple, if they had a clear title to their lands, 
would return bade to the United States ; the 
. royalifts, who were driven out of the country 
by the ill treatment of the other inhabitants, 
certainly would not; nor would the others, 
who have voluntarily quitted the country, re- 
turn, whilft felf-intereft, which led them ori- 
ginally to come into CaDada,operated in favour 
of their remaining there. It was the profpect 
of getting land on advantageous terms which 
induced them to emigrate; land is ilill a 
cheaper article in Canada than in the United 
States; and ais there is much more wafte land 
in the former, than in the latter country, in 
proportion to the number of the inhabitants, 
it will probably continue fo for a length of time 
to come. In the United States, at prefent, it 
is impoflible to get land without paying for it j 
and in parts of the country where the foil is 
rich, and where fome fettlements arc abeady 
D d 4 made, 
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made, a tradl of land, fuificient for a modc' 
rate farm, is fcarcely to be procured tuider 
hundreds of dollars. In Canada, however, a 
man has only to make application to govem- 
ment, and on his taking the oath of allegiance, 
he immediately gets one hundred acres of ex- 
cellent uncleared land, in the neighbourhood 
of other fettlements, gratis; and if able to im- 
prove it diredlly, he can get even a larger 
quantity. But it is a faft worthy of notice, 
which baniJhes every fufpicion relative to a 
diminution of the inhabitants taking place by 
emigrations into the States, that great num- 
bers of people from the States actually emigrate 
into Canada annually, whilft none of the Ca- 
nadians, who have it in their power to dif- 
pofe of their property, emigrate into the United 
States, except, indeed, a very few of thofe 
who have relided in the towns. 

According to the opinion of others again, 
it is not for either of the purpofcs already men- 
tioned, that clear titles are withheld to the 
lands granted by the crown, but for that of 
binding down to their good behaviour the peo* 
pie of each province, more particularly the 
Americans that have emigrated from the States 
lately, who are regarded by many with an eye 
of fufpicion, notwithftanding they have taken 
the oaths of allegiance to the crown. It is 
very unhir, however, to imagine that thefe 
people 
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people would be ready to revolt a ftcond time 
from Great Britain, if they were made ftill 
more independent than they are now, merely 
becaufe they did fo on a former occafion, when 
thetr liberties and rights as men and as fubjefts 
of the Britilh empire were fo ftiamefuUy difrd- 
gardcd; on the contrary, were clear titles 
granted with the lands beftowed by the crown 
on them, and the other fubjeds of the pro- 
vince, inftead of giving rife to difafFcftion, 
there is every reafon to think it would make 
them ftill more loyal, and more attached to the 
Britilh government, as no invidious diftinc- 
tions could then be drawn between the con- 
dition of the landholders in the States and 
thofe in Canada. The material rights and li- 
berties of the people would then be full as cx- 
tenfive in the one country as in the other; and 
as no pofitive advantage could be gained by a 
revolt, it is not likely that Americans, of all 
people in the world the moft devoted to felf- 
intereft, would expofc their perfons and pro- 
perties in fuch an attempt. 

If, however, the Americans from the States 
are people that would abufe fuch favours from 
the crown, why were they admitted into the 
province at all? The government might eafily 
have kept them out, by refufmg to them any 
grants of lands j but at any rate, were it thought 
cxpedteat to admit them, and were fuch mea- 
furcs 

L, ,z,;i.,C00g[c 



410 TRAVELS THROUGH LOWER CANADA: 

furcs necelfary to keep them In due fubjeiftion, 
it feems hard that the fame meafures Oiould 
be adopted in regard to the inhabitants of the 
province, who flood firm to the Britifli go- 
vernment, even at the time when the people 
in every other part of the continent revolted. 

For whatever reafon this fyftem of not 
granting unexceptionable titles with the land, 
which the crown voluntarily beftows on its 
faithful fubjeds, has been adopted, one thing 
appears evident, namely, that it has very con- 
fidcrably retarded the improvement of both 
the provinces ; and indeed, as long as it is 
continued, they mufl both remain very back- 
ward countries, compared with any of the ad- 
joining ftates. Were an oppofitc lyftem, how- 
ever, purfued, and the lands granted merely 
with fuch reflridions as were found abfo- 
lutcly rieccflary, in order to prevent jobbing, 
the happy cffedls of a meafure of that nature 
would foon become vifiblej the face of the 
country would be quickly meliorated, and it is 
probable that there would not be any part of 
North America, where they would, after a fhort 
period, ,be able to boaft that improvement had 
taken place more rapidly. 

It is very certain, that were the lands granted 
in this manner, many more people; would an- 
nually emigrate into Canada from the United 
States than at prefent; for there are numbers 

who 
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who come yearly into the country to " explore 
it/' tbat return back folcly bccaufe they can- 
not getlands with an indifputable title; Ihavc 
repeatedly met with thefe pecple myfelfin 
Upper Canada, and have heard them exprefs 
the utmoft difappointment at not being able 
to get lands on fuch terms even for money; 
I have heard others in the ftates alfo fpeak to 
the fame purport after they had bep n in Ca- 
nada i it is highly probable, moreover, that 
many of the people, who leave Great Britain 
and Ireland for America, would then be in- 
duced to fettle in Canada inilead of the United 
States, and the BritiHi empire would not. In 
that cafe, lofe, as it does now, thoufands of 
valuable citizens every year. 

What are the general inducements, may 
here be alked, to people to quit Great Britain 
for the United States ? They have been fum- 
med up by Mr. Cooper *, in his letters pub- 
lifhedin 1794, on the fubjedl of emigrating 
to America; and we cjnnot have rccourfc, on 
the ivbole, to better authority. 

" In my mind," he fays, " the firft and prin- 
*• cipal inducement to a perfon to quit Eng- 
** land for America is, the total abfence ofanx- 

* Mr. Cooper, late of Manchbfter, who emigrated to Ame- 
rica with all hi) family, aad whofe authoriijr has been very, ge,- 
nerally footed by the Americans who have iince written on the 
^bjcA of onigratioii. 
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" iety reJpeSiing the future fuccefs of a family. 
** There is little feult to find with the govern- 
" ment of America, that is, of the United 
" States, either in principle or praftice. There 
" are few taxes to pay, and thofe arc of ac- 
" knowledged neceffity, and moderate in 
•* amount. There are no animofities about re- 
" ligion, and it is a fubjei^ about which few 
** queftions are aiked i there are few refpcding 
*' political men or political meafures j the pre- 
*' fent irritation of men's minds in Great Bri- 
*' tain, and the difcordant ftate of fociety on 
" pohtical accounts, is not known there. 
** The government is the government of. the 
** people, and for the people. There are no 
'*• tythes nor game laws ; and excife laws upon 
** fpiriis only, and fimilar to the Britifti only in 
** name. There are no great men of rank, nor 
*' many of great riches ; nor have the rich the 
" power of oppreffing the lefs rich» for poverty 
*' is almoft unknown ; nor are the ftrcets 
** crowded with beggars. You fee no where 
" the difgufting and melancholy contraft, fo 
** common in Europe, of vice and filth, and 
** rags and wretchednefs, in the immediate 
" neighbourhood of the moft wanton extrava- 
" gance, and the moft ufelefs and luxurious pa- 
"radcj nor are the common people fo dc- 
** pravcd as in Great Britain. Quarrels arc 
" uncommon, and boxing matches unknowa 



by Google 



OBSERVATIONS. 413 

'• in the ftrcets. Therp are no military to 
•* keep the people in awe. Robberies are very 
"rare. All thefe are real advantages; but 
•• great as they arc, they do not weigh with 
" mc fo much as the iingle coniideration firft 
** mentioned." 

Any pcrfon that has travelled generally 
through the United States muft acknowledge, 
that Mr. Cooper has here fpoken with great 
partiality ; for as to the morality and good . 
order that prevails amongft the people, he has 
' applied to all of them what only holds true 
with refpeil to thofe who live in the moil im- 
proved parts of the country. 

He is extremely inaccurate alfo, in repre- 
fen ting the people of the ilates as free frc-a 
all animofities about political meafures; on 
the contrary, there is no country on the face 
of the globe, perhaps, where party fpirit runs 
higher, where political fubjefts are more fre- 
quently the topic of converfation amongft ajl 
clafles, and where fuch fubjefts are more fre- 
quently the caufe of rancorous dtfputations and 
Lifting differences amongft the people. I have 
repeatedly been in towns where one half of the 
inhabitants would fcarcely deign to fpeak to 
the other half, on account of the difference of 
their political opinions ; and it is fcarcely pof- 
lible, in any part of the country, to remain for 
a few hours in a nuxed company of men, with- 
out 
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out witnelling ibme acrimonious difpute from 
the iame caufe. 

Let us, however, ccanpare the inducoments 
which he holds out to people in England to 
' leave that country for America, that is, for the 
United States, with the inducements there' 
would be to fettle in Canada, under the pre- 
mifcd fuppofition, that the land was there 
granted in an unexceptionable manner. 

From the land being plentiful in Canada, 
and confcquently at a very low price, but likely 
to increafe in value, wbillt in the States on 
the contrary, it has rifen to an exorbitant value, 
beyond which it is not Hkely to rife for fomc 
time to come, there can be no doubt but that 
ft man of moderate property could provide for 
his family with much more eafe in Canada 
than in the United States, as for as land were 
his obje<a. 

In Canada, alfo, there is a much greater 
opening for young men acquainted with any 
bufinefs or profcflion that can be carried on in 
America, than there is in the United States. 
The cxpence of fettling in Canada would be 
far lefs alfo than in any one of the ftates ; for 
in the former country the neceflafies andcon- 
Tftnienciesof life are remarkably cheap, whilft, 
on the contrary, in the other they arc far dearer 
than in England ; a man tlierefore would cer- 
tainly have no gre:^cr anxiety about the future 
9 fucccfs 
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fuccefs of a &mi]y in Canada than in the 
United States, and the abfence of this anxiety* 
according to Mr. Cooper, u the great induce* 
ment to fettle in the States^ which "weight with 
him more than all other confiderations fut rt- 
gether. 

The taxes of Lower Canada hare already 
been enumerated j they are of ackriowlcdged 
neceffity, and much lower in amount and num- 
ber than thofe paid in the States. 
- There are no animofities in Canada about 
. religion, and people of all perfuafions are on a 
pcrfe£k equality with each other, except, in- 
deed, it be the proteftant diflenters, who may 
happen to live on lands that were fubjeft to 
tithes under the French government ; they 
have to pay tithes to the Bnglifh epifcopalian 
clergy J but there is not a dilTenter living on 
tithe lands, perhaps, in the whole province. 
The lands granted fince the conqueft are not 
liable to tithes. The Englifh epifcopalian 
clergy are provided for by the crown out of the 
wafte lands \ and all diHeaters have fimply to 
pay their own clergy. 

There are no game laws in Canada, nor any 
excife laws whatfoever. 

As for the obfervation made by Mr. Cooper 

in.refpea; to the military, it is almoft too futile 

to deferve notice. If a foldier, however, be 

an objeft of terror, the timid man will net find 

himfelf 
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himielf at cafe in the United States any more 
than in England, as he will meet with foldiers 
in New York, on Governor's Ifland, at MiiHia 
Fort near Philadelphia, at the forts on the 
North River, at Niagara^ at Detroit, and at 
Ofwego, &c. on the lakes, and all through the 
weflern country, at the different pofts which 
were eftablifhed by General Wayne, 

In every other refpedl, what Mr. Cooper 
has faid of the United States holds good with 
regard to Canada ; nay mere, it muft certainly 
in addition be allowed by every unprejudiced 
perfoti that has been in both countries, that 
morality and good order are much more con- 
fpicuous amongft the Canadians of every dc- 
fcription, than the people of , the States j 
drunkennefsis undoubtedly much lefs com- 
mon amongft them, as is gambling, and alio 
quarrels- 

But independent of thefe inducements to 
fettle in Canada, there is ftill another circum- 
ftance which ought to weigh greatly with 
every Britiflj emigrant, according to the opi- 
nion even of Mr. Cooper himfelf. After ad- 
vjfing his friends " to go where land is cheap 
*• and fertile, and where it is in a progrefs of 
•* improvement," he recommends them ** to 
** go fomewhere, if poifible, in the neighbourhood 
** rf a few Englijh, whofe fociety, even in 
•• Anaerica, is intercfting to an English fet- 
*' tier, 
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•• tier, who cannot entirely relinquifli the »w- 
" moria temporu aSH'" that is, as he parti- 
cularly mentions in another paflage, *• he 
*' will find tlieir manners and converfation J^r 
•* more agreeable than thofe of the Americans," 
and from being chiefly in their company, he 
will not be fo often tormented with the pain- 
ful rcfledion, that he has not only left, but 
abfolutely renounced his native country, and 
the men whom he once held dear above alt 
others, and united himlelf, in their ftead, with 
people whofe vain boafts and ignorant- afler- 
tions, however harfli and grating they may 
Ibund to his cars, he muft liAen to Without 
murmuring. 

Now in Canada, particularly in Lower Ca- 
nada, in the neighbourhood of Quebec and 
Montreal, an Englifh fettler would find him- 
felf furrounded by his countrymen j and al- 
though his moderate circumftances fliould 
have induced him to leave England, yet he 
would not be troubled with the diiagreeable 
rcfledtion that he had totally renounced his 
native land, find fworn allegiance to a foreign 
power;, he would be able to confider with 
heartfelt fatis&dion, that he was living under 
the protection of the country wherein he Iwd 
drawn his firil breath; that he was contribut- 
ing to her profperity, and the welfare, of many 
of his countrymen, while he was ameliorating 
bis own fortune. 

Vol. 1. E e From , 
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From a due coofideration of every one oS 
the before menrioned circumfbinces, it ap- 
pears evident to me, that there is no part of 
America fo Citable to ao Engtifh or Irifh &t- 
tlpr as the vicinity of Montreal or Quebec 
in Canada, and within twenty miles of each 
of thefe places there is ample room for thou- 
iands of additional inhabitants. 

I muft npt omit here to give ibmc account 
of a new lettlement in the neighbourhood of 
Quebec* which I and my fellow travellera 
viiited in company with ibme neighbouring 
gentlemen, as it may in fome degree tend tq 
confirm the truth of what I hare faid refpcfl:- 
ing the impolicy of withholding indifputablo 
. titles to the lands lately granted by the crown, 
SUkI a^ it may ferve at the fame time to Hiew 
bow many eligible fpots for new fettlementa 
are to be found In the neighbourhood of this 
city. 

We fet off from Quebec in calafhcs, and 
following, with a little deviation only, the 
courfe of the River St. Charles, arrived on 
the margin of the lake of the iame nam^ 
about twdve miles diftant from Quebec. 

The River St. Charles flows from the ]ak« 
into the bafon, near Quebec; at its mouth it 
is about thirty yards wick, but not navigable 
fisr boats, except for a few miles up, awing Cq 
the numerous rpcks and falls, (a Uu» fpring 
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of the year» when it is much iWollen by floods, 
rafts have been condudled down the whole 
way from the lake, but this has not been ac- 
compliihed without great difficulty^ fome 
danger* apd a confiderable lofs of time in paf- 

* fing the different portages. The diftance 
from the lalte to Quebec being fo ftiort, land 
carriage mull always be preferred to a water 
conveyance along this river, eiEcept it be for 
timber. 

The courfc of the St. Charles is very irre- 
gular ; in fome places it appears almoit ftag- 
nant, whilft in others it fhoots with wonder- 
ful impetuolity over deep beds ©f roqks. 
The views upon it are very romantic, parti- 

* cularly in the neighbourhood of Lorette, a 
village of the Huron Indians, where the river, 
after &tling in a beautiful cafcade over a ledge 
of rocks, winds through a deep dell, shaded 
on each fide with tall trees. 

The fece of the country between Quebec 
and the lake is extremely plead ng, and in the 
neighbourhood of the city, where the fettle- 
mcnts are numerous, well cultivated; but as 
you retire from it the fettlements become 
fewer and fewer, and the country of couric 
appears wilder. From the top of a hill, about 
half a mile from the lake, which commands 
a fine view of that and the adjacent country* 
not more than five or fix houfes arc to be 
£ e 2 ieea 
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feen, and beyond thefe there is no fettlement 
betide that on Stoneham townihip, the one 
. under immediate notice. 

On, arriving at the lake, we found two 
canoes in waiting for us, and embarked on 
board.. 

Lake St. Charles is about four miles and a 
half -in length, and its breadth on an averagp 
about three quarters of a mile. It confifts of 
two bodies of water nearly of the faipe fize ; 
they communicate together by a narrow pais, 
through which a fmart current fets towards 
-Quebec. The fcenery along the lower part 
,o£ the lake is uninterelUng, but along the 
.upper part of it the views are highly pjiflu- 
.refque, particularly upon a firft entrance 
through the pafs. The lake is here inter- 
■fperfed with large rocks} and clofe to the 
water on one fide, as &r as the eye can reach, 
rocks and trees appear blended together in 
the moft beautiful manner. The fliores are 
bold, and richly cH'namented with hanging 
woods } and the head of the lake being con- 
cealed from the view by feveral little promon- 
tories, yqu are led to imagine that the body of 
water Is far more eictenfive than in reality. 
Towards the upper end the view is termi- 
iiated by a range of blue hills, which appear 
^t a diftance, peeping over the tops of the tall 
trees. When a few fettlements come to be 
made 
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made here, open to the lake, for the land bor- ■ 
dering upon it is quite in its natural ilate, this 
mull indeed be a heavenly little fpot. 

The depth of the water in the lake' is about 
eight feet, in fome places more, in others 
Icfs. The water is, clear, and as feveral fmaH 
.flreams fall into it to fupply what runs off 
■ by the River St. Charles, it is kept conftantly 
In a Aate of circulation i but it is not well 
tailed, owing as is conceived to the bottom 
being in fome parts overgrown with weeds. 
Prodigious numbers of bull frogs, however, are 
found about the fhores, which ihews that 
fprings of good water abound near it, for theic 
creatures are never met with but where the 
water is of a good quality. 

At the upper part of the lake we landed, 
and having proceeded for about half a mile 
over ibme low ground bare of trees, from 
being annually flooded on the diflblution of 
the fnow, we Aruck into the woods. Here a 
zoad newly cut foon attraded our attention, 
and following the courfe of it for a mile or 
two, we at laft efpied, through a fudden open- 
ing.between the trees, the charming little fct- 
tlement. 

The dwelling houfc, a neat boarded little 
manfion painted white, together with the of- 
fices, were fituated on a fmall eminence ; to 
the right, at the bottom of the flope, flood the 
M barn, 
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barn, the largeft in all Canada, with a. Sum 
yard exadUy in the Engliih ftyle ; behind the 
barn was laid out a neat garden, at the bottom 
of which, over a bed of gravd, ran a purling 
Hream of the pureft water, deep enough, ex- 
cept in a very dry feaibn, to float a large 
canoe. A Imall lawn laid down in grais ap- 
peared in front of the houfe, ornamented with 
clumps of pines, and in its neighbourhood were 
about iixty acres of cleared land. The com- 
mon method of clearing land in America is 
to grub up all the brufhwood and fmall trees 
merely, and to cut down the large trees about 
two feet above the ground: the remaining 
ilumps rot in from lix to ten years, according 
to the quality of the timber J in the- mean time 
the farmer ploughs between them the beft 
way he can, and where they are very numer- 
ous he is ibmetimes obliged to uie even the 
fpade or the hoe to turn up the £ul. The 
lands, however, at this fettlement had been 
cleared in a diiferent manner, for the trees and 
roots had all been grubbed up at once. This 
mode of proceeding is extremely expenfive, 
fo that few of thofe declined to make new fet- 
tlements could afford to adopt it ; and, more- 
over, it has not been accurately proved that 
it is the moft profitable one j but the appear- 
ance of lands fo cleared is greatly fuperior to 
tholfi cleared in the comition method. 

la 
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In another tcX^Q. alfo the lands at this iet-> 
tlement had been cleared in a fuperior manner 
to what is commonly to be met with in Ame- 
rica } for large clumps of trees were left ad- 
joining to the houfei and each field was en- 
circled with wood, whereby the crops were 
fecured from the bad eifefts of ftorms. The 
appearan<x of cultivated fields thus fituated, as 
it were, in the midft of a foreA> was incon- 
ceivably beautiful. 

The economy of this little farm equalled 
its beauty. The fields, neatly fenced in and 
furniflied with handfome gates> were cultivat- 
ed according to the Norfolk lyilem of hufi)an- 
dry^ and had been brought to yield the moft 
plentiful crops of every diiferent fort of grain j 
the fiirm yard was filled with as fine cattle as 
could be feeb in any country j and the dairy 
afforded excellent butter, and abundance of 
good checfe. 

Befidcsihe dwelling-houfe before mention- 
ed, there were feveral log houfes on diiferent 
parts of this farm, inhabited by the people 
who were engaged in clearing the land. All 
thefe appeared delighted with the fituationj 
nor were fuch of them as had come a fhort 
time before from England at all difplea^d 
with the climate ; they informed me, ^at they 
had enJDjred perfeA health from the moment 
of their landing, and found no inconvenience 
froin 
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from the intenfe cold of the winter feajbn, 
which appears fuch an infuperable objeftion 
to many againd fettling in Canada. 

This fcttlement,' together with the town- 
Aiip it is iituated upon, are the property of a 
clergyman formerly refident at Quebec. The 
town£hip' is ten miles fquare, commencing 
where the moft remote of the old feigniories 
end, that is, within eighteen miles of the city ' 
of Quebec ; but though within this £hort 
diftance of a large city, it was almoft totally 
unknown until about five or fix years ago, 
when the prefent proprietor, with a party of 
Indians and a few friends, fet out hinifelf to 
examine the quality of the lands. They proved 
to be rich ; the timber was luxuriant ; the ^ce 
of the country agreeably diverfified with hill 
and dale, interfpcrfed with beautiful lakes, and 
interfe<fled by rivers and mill ftreams in every 
dire(ftion. Situated alfo within fix miles of old 
fettlemcnts, through which there were efta- 
blilhed roads, being convenient to a market at 
the capital of Canada, and within the reach of 
fociety at leaft as agreeable, if not more fo, 
than is to be found in al! America, nothing 
feemed wanting to render it an eligible fpot for 
a new fettlement; accordingly the proprietor 
made application to governq^ent ; the land was 
furveyed, the townfhip marked out, and it was 
allotted 
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allotted to him merely, however, by a certifi- 
cate of occupation. 

Several other getitkmen, charmed with the 
excellent quality and beautiful difpolition of 
the lands in thii> [lart of the country, hava 
taken up adjoining townHups; but at none of 
them have any fettlements b^n made, nor is 
it probable ttat any will be, until the proprie- 
taries get better titles : indeed, it has excited 
the furprife of a numerous fet of people in the 
province, to fee even the little fettlement I 
have fpoken of eAablifhed on land held under 
iiich a tenure. 

That unexceptionable titles may be fpeedily 
made out to thefe lands is iincerely to be 
hoped } for may we not, whenever that mea- 
liire (hall take place, exped to fee thefe 
beautiful provinces, that have fo long remain- 
ed almoil unknown, riling into general no- 
tice ? May we not then expei^ to behold them 
increafing rapidly In popujation, and making 
hafly ftrides towards the attainment of that 
degree of profperity and confequence, which 
their foil, climate, and many other natural ad- 
vantages have fo eminently qualified them £tx 
enjoying? And furely the empire at large 
would be greatly benefitted by fuch a change 
in the ftate of Canada ; for as the country in- 
creafed in populaticm, it would increale in 
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riches, and there would then be a proportion-* 
ably greater demand for Englifh manufac- 
lures ; a ftill greater trade would alfo be car- 
ried on then between Canada and the Well 
Indies than at prefent> to the great advantage 
of both countries • ; a clrcumftance that 
would give employment to a greater number 
of Britilh fhips : as Canada alfo increafed in 
wealth, it would be enabled to defray the ex- 
pences of its own government, which at pre- 
fent fells fo heavily upon the people of Great- 
Britain : neither is there reafon to imagine 
that Canada, if allowed to attain fUch a ftatc 
of profpcrity, would be ready to difunitchet- 
felf from Great Britain, fuppofing that Great 
Britain fliould remain as powerful as at prc- 
fent, and that Canada continued to be go-: 
vcrned with mildnefs and wifdqm ; for flic 
need but turn towards the United States to be 
convinced that the great mafs of her people 
were in the pofleffion of as much happincfs 

* AH thofe articles ttf Americao prodnce In demand id tlie 
Weftlndici msy be had on much better terrai in Canada than 
in the United Stutet; ard if the Can-dian merchant} had 
fufticient capitals to enable then to tr.-ide thither largely, ther« 
can hardly be a doubt but that the people of the Britiih WcA 
InJisn iOis would draw their fuppliet from Canada rather tha(\ 
from any other part of America. The fiw cargoes at prefent 
fent from Quebec always command a preference in the Weft 
Indian markcu over thofc fcnt from any part of the UDite4 
Siaiei. 
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and liberty as thofe of the neighbouring coun- 
try; and that whatever {he might loic by 
cxpofing herfelf to the horrors of a fanguinary 
war, {he could gain no elTential or immediate 
advantages whaifocver, by aflerting her own 
ipdependencc. 
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